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This printed |etter was written by Thaddeus Hyatt to B. F. Camp of Albany, New Y ork. Hyatt's eloquent pleafor
assistance spoke of the drought and famine in Kansas during 1860 and 1861. The letter included personal
experiences, and excerpts from Kansas settlers' descriptions of the conditions in their area. For instance, alocal
physician wrote that "starvation stares us al in the face." The letter also provided agricultural statistics from
Kansas Territory, beginning in 1859, to demonstrate the hard facts about this drought.
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. CAMP, Albany, N. Y.
MY DEAR SIR:
Cannot something be done at Albany for our poor starving
d freezing people in Kansas? A movement ought to be initiated at onee in some one of our State Legislatures,
g pr o of a relief in some reasonable degree proportioned to the calamity.
Forty thousand starving and freezing people cannot readily be reached by private aid alone, The
indead, if the people who are filled and clothed conld but be ught to realize the nakedness and hunger of those
who have nothi But thus far, the public heart seems callous, and the public mind insensible to the appalling fact,
that a great multitude in Kansas are actually dying of starvation, or in imminent danger of it.
An intelligent physician, who is well known to me, descriles the suffering in his locality in the following lan-
“ 1 write,” says he, “in behalf of o suffering community, The cirele T represent embraces the eorners of four
Allen, Bourbon, Anderson and Linn.  The suffering here has commenced.  As long as breadstuffs lasted,
%0 one eould borrow from another, the pressure was not felt; but now, stervation steres us all in the foce! 1 have
loaned what little money amd I tuffs T had. More t twenty persons, on Saturday, were trying to borrow or
beg encugh for a duy or two. | could mention many families that are using only a fow turnips and meal ; some,
only sugarcane seed ground in s coffee mill.  Many children are without shoes to their feet, or garments to their
backs. What will be their condition in a month more, God only knows ! ™
! In & letter of 3d Gon, Posenov writes from Atchison to our N, Y. C mittee as follows: wres of
 teams from the N Country have come in to day through the seve storm of the season; a w Journey of
i cight days! Mr. L. C, trom Geneva, Allen Co., was nine days making his way through snow and jce; his cattle
were lome ; amnd his own feet were frozen amd out of his shoes on all gides ; as he walked they literally left footprints
of blood ! In reply to my remark, that he must have bod o il time, he said: “yes! but | was the best able of
any of them to come?” When 1 told him he must have u pair of shoes, he replied : *it won't do for me to take
§ them ; there are others who need them more than [.do”  And then he told me tales of sorrow and suffering, until I
was obliged to dlose the scene.  He told me of whole fiumilies who were living on Sorghumeseed bread ; the seed
I ground by hand in o eoffce mill. [t was with diffieal could make this young man take anything for himself, so
| anxious was he to take everything to the neva”  As | am writing this letter, he lics by the stove in
| my office, sleeping in his traveling Blanket, the first time for nine nights that he has slept in o house, duri
i all of which time the thermometer has been below zero! The story of this man's hardships is only the story of
hundreds ; and yet, not the first man among them has uttered a word of complaint, They scem satisfied and oven
happy if I can give them bread "
In these Hastern happy homes of ours no one comprehends what famine is: people hear of it, but fail to realize

| the import of the fearful w T e you some ides of the extent and universality of the distress in Kansas, let

that | have statistical tables, many of them sworn to, from sizty Townships out of twenty-five Counties of the

| embracing probably one-seventh of the entire population from the Vermillion to the Verdigris, and from

E the Os: ge and Pottowaton o the Big Blue and Smoky Hill Forks, and their condition, as reported full two
months ago, was then as follows:

Twelve thousand six hundred and scventy-three persons had on hand, all told, but 18,957 bushels of corn and
corn meal, or a fraction less than one and a-half Tushels to each person! 106,200 pounds of flour, or about nins
pounds to the individual, and but £10,671, or less than ene dollar per head to meet the consequences of this terrible

il dearth of breadstuffs! And this, my frie why “st on now stargs " that unhappy peog in the
as to winter clothing and shoes, they are equally destitute. That this state of things is not due to any want of

industry, on the part of the peaple, the |'<.I|rm\ ng facts will show

In 1859 they planted 18,512 acres in corn.  In 1860, 32,324, or nearly de . But see what the drouth did
for them, They got 715,029 bushels of corn or a fraction wnder 40 bushels ave In 1860, 48214
bushels, or a fraction under 14 bushels to th

In 1869 they | 8 ki s in wheat. In 1860, 7,173, or more tha wilde.  In "59 they harvested 21,538
bushels, or & fraction under seven bushels to the acre.  In 1 71 Lusl ar less than the seed sown !

They raised 38,097 bushels potatoes in 1850,  In 1860 they raised Lut 5,670 hushels,

Their garden produce in 1859 was v 5 In 1860, but 2706,

One of my returns shows the conditi ingle Township in Chase Co. on the 18th of oboer, to have been
as follows; viz: a pop n of 156 | X 3 . had, all . but &2 50! Iad but 704
bushels of corn meal!  Had but 428 pounds of flour d ent winter clothing! Amd yet these poor,
impoverishid people of o single uship, under the g siom of the Land Sales, had previously paid in
the Government Treasury over three thovsand dollurs!

And in the sixty Townships above alluded to, the to mount of money wrung from the poor settlers, by the
Government Land Sales, amounts to over Two Husvren Tuovsaxn Dovuans,  Had these poor people not been

thus depleted by the Government, they had not 1o day been the itz of Eastern bounty.  And yet the National
Congress refuses to notice their sufferings or do aught for their relief.  Shame, Shame, on such a mockery of govern-
ment and of ju

These sixty Townships need, as an alsolate necessity jnst another year amine, the following kinds and
amounts of seed; viz: of seed wheat, 13,431 bushels,  OF seed corn, 5,000 bushels,  OF seed potatoes, 8 405 bushels,

to meet the absolute requirements of the Territory, as a whole, these amounts must be trebled or quadrupled,

ion for these poor people ?

Congress ¢ ¢ means

huvs b before it sinee the Gth

the eountry is dead ! T is alone victorious!

“Tolitieal ! Merey, Justic il Wi ave flown the councils of the Nation! Forty

thousand A pens, seattered over the bleak | i stant West, are left to perish: mothers and
babes ali inking into one cold grave!  Aud yet the Nation sleeps !

My friend, this famine in Kansas is, of itself, a frightful historic and providential fact.  But let me tell you what
to me is still more frightful. It is, that in this year of Christ, 1861, this most Christian people aml this most
Christian Government should stand callous and unpitying, as it were with folded avms, calmly surveying this perish-
ing multitude—a multitude perishing from absolute hunger at the very cways of the world’s great granaries,
because to day there is no Christ on carth to w, a miracle for their salvation!—it is, that such a tragedy of
Dreath should be enacted on such a theatre, n‘o:ﬂrl-_‘l-'lal the undeaped heavens and the uneovered sun shoad give no sign
that Nature shudders at the sight!

THADDEUS HY ATIT.
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