
C. G. Allen's response to Redpath and Hinton's call for information about John
Brown
Allen, a "minister of the Gospel" at Cottonwood Falls, Kansas Territory, writes in response to James Redpath's
and R. J. Hinton's call for "anecdotes & reminiscences" concerning "the brave & philanthropic [John] Brown,"
who the preacher first met in 1856 in Lawrence, Kansas.  Allen left Lawrence when a call came for volunteers to
aid in the defense of Osawatomie, Kansas, in August of that year. While there engaged, he saw his first "Border
Ruffians," whom he described as "miserable specimens of humanity. They were ragged & dirty. Their cloths &
faces were to a considerable extent covered with tobacco spit." Allen and the men with whom he traveled missed
the Battle of Osawatomie by moving south before the attack in an effort to find the attackers before they reached
the town.
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