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THE CITY OF CALDWELL
KANSAS r a = |
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK s

November Tth,

Hon, Clyde M, Reed,
Topeka, hmns.

Dear Sir!
Referring to my letter of July 9th and your reply of July 12th,

relative to tax assessment property of the Western Light and Power Co, in

b Caldwell, Kansas; itappears to me not improper that you te informed of the

final action token by the State tax Commission, Evidently st your sugges-

‘t’i‘jﬂi. the Board viited Czldwell with an Engineer, to check, T presume the

value of taxable property held by the avove named Company in this City,
In due time a hearing was held by the Board in Topeka, to which I

‘asked Y¥r, Swain of this City,be having collected data on the subject in

hand, !‘hon is on file with the Board of Putlic Utilities in Topeka, a
swprn statement, itemized, of the value of this identical property of ?ht
Viesternlight and Power Co, in Caldwell City, showing a total of $470,661.00
I am enclosing & copy of thie statement. Mr. Swain laid the original
‘bgf'érc_ the tax Commission at tis hearing; he also produced undisputed
evidence , fi-rﬂ; that the purchala_ price ol; this property at competitive
tidding was $205,000.00, second thatthe value was increased Ly new material,
machinery and improvements to Real Estate, buildings, ete., by at least
$100,000,00. The Board ruled finally that Caldwell was entitled to tax on
$80,858.00- raising the previous sum by adding $9,170.00 to the figures.

This appears to me to te an absurd undervaluation and I am wondering
if aything more can be done to bring thisproperty up se tha it will share its
part of the tax of the City. Other property pays on 60% and up to 100f of

its actual value Very truly yours, bw
3 cf\ Mayor of City of Cal
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Chas M. Baird

F
Pure Bred Short Horn Cattle, Percheron Horses, Shopshire Sheen
and Poland China Hogs
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November 26, 1930,

Hon, Clyde M, Rsed,
Topeka, Kansas.

My dear Governor;-

In reply to your letter eif the 21!1: +« 1 did not aim to
~eritize, I presumed. that yqu were well pnsted at least
slightly posted, along the lines npon which I wrote to you
on loﬂmber l%h-

: I ‘would have answered your lothr sooner ,, but you under-
stend I an at home sick in bed, hnve been since last April,

1 note that you call my atat.mnts 'ourinus. So I am going
“to refer you to a report of 'Chain Stores' by Paul H, Neptroms,
revised edition April 1930, from the DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION
_mmr of tﬂe CHAMBER OF COMMERCE of the TNITED STATES,
- and refer you to po 2T,

s e uumld also refer you te a survey of current developments
called ., "THE FACTS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION" .. issued by
the American Institute of Food Distributions, Ine,, =~
360 Lmﬂmgbon .hum, New York City.

If you write for these, you can perhaps get all of them for
‘a year or two. 1 tired to cur Secretary at Chicego for
‘a fer of these, and he has sent them to me ., but he states
I must send them back because of the fact that they are the
only ones he hes, and T must return them for our files there,

That answers, I think - or will answer, - the 'curious'
part that appears to you.

As to gasoline tax .. I would ask that you kindly go to
your own records in the State of Kansas, and see how many
truck licenses are mpplied for and paid for by any eastern
ovmed chain store, among whibh are: McLellans, the

J. C. Pemny Co., Woolworth's, 8. S. Kresge, etc., besides

a great many others.

I believe that you are interested enough that, should you
ever again be elected governor ,, and you Iw.va my best 'ﬂahu .
that you will give this some careful study,
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GOVERNOR CLYDE M. REED ,. 2

I do not want to critize, I believe in good roads .,
I believe our main highway should be double the width
that it is ,, it would save life and property, and
speed up business,

I believe that trucks and cars which travel on public
highways should help pay for them ,, but I believe that
trucks and cars that never travel on highways should not
pay as mach as those that do travel on public highways.

The motor driven truck is just in its infancy, and

slow moving trucks are a nuisance on the highway, especially
are they a nuisance to a& men who hasn't anything to do but
travel on highways.

I believe that a specisl license to drive on & national
highway should be enforced ., but a truck which does not

travel on a highway should not pay for them any more than
a tractor which never travels on a highway.

This is guite a long letter, but I could make it fifty
times as long .. and then not explain half of what I
really know to be faots,

I have had, as you understand, some little experience in

the United States, snd especially in Kansas ,, and know
something about what I am talking sbout,

Yours sincerely,
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' Novemher 19, 1530.

Hon, Clyde M, Reed,
Topeka, Kansas,

My dear Governor:-

I noticed with interest your comment on defeat of the income
tax amendment .. and your advocating a four cent gasoline tax.

If you were paying alresdy thirty percent, or more, for motor
transportation on a fleet of twenty odd trucks -- only one o
which trgvels on country romds == with all other service places
of business doing I:lhmiso, you ‘llould think differently.

Do you know that the chain cash and carry stores, in the lines

they carry, do forty percent of the business of the United States ..
end that they profit most by all-weather roads, end pey nothing in
gl.ulim tex? Is that your iden of an Equitable Tax &n’hﬁf

Then, again == if there should be passed a State inoame tax,
what = if any - would these stores or their employees pay?
Most of their employees are paid less than other stores pay,
‘and their higher-priced employees live outside the State ..
and further, their general profit all ;n; to build the sky-
lines of eutem cities, 25

3

ﬁum:mofmmtow,smdda . our
full portion of taxes, but believe in a more equit ic
‘gystem.

Enother small ,. or large .. item: Do you know that these
chain stores do not buy from traveling men; that their system
has thrown cut of employment four hundred thousand traveling
men, four hundred thousand bookkeepers and their assistants,
one million city selesmen, one million deliverymen and boys,
besides a great many collectors and other employees usually
used by service stores.

Don't you think you have a little something to add to your
thoughts?

Yours respectfully,

A inturann,
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WE STAN OR A STABLE PRICE Ll\‘fll. - « - NEITHER INFLATION NOR DEFLATION

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS, EX-OFFICIO

Nationa] Institate of Social Sciences
 Nutional Retail Dry Goods Association

+ + . United Mine Workers of Ametica
United States Building and Losn Leagar

ST o e

W F e e e e

.

‘ashington Bankers Association
Wl . West Virginia Bankers' Auociation
. . . -+ Wisconsin Bankers Association
S e + + Wyoming Bankers Assoclation

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Leading ecomomists, statisticians, end monviacy experts compose our Advisory Council.
A list of the members will be mailed upon request,

- oy
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E!JTH CAROLINA BANKERS ASSOCIATION

ROOM 801 CAROLINA LIFE BUILDING
COLUMBIA, S. C.
Sick st it G ke HENRY €. JOHNSON

“TREASURER
HARTSVILLE, 8. C. L it

B. H. MOSS, ATTORNEY
PRESIDENT EDISTO M‘ﬂo:.l‘. BANK
ORANGEBURG, 8.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA BANEERS ASSOCIATION:

Your committee on Stabilization of the Money Standard submits the follow-
ing report:

It is desirable that the basic principles of money stabilization be re-
cognlzed, viz.: Tirst, that movements of price levels bring serious conseguences
to business and society. Among these are huge t;'mnfan of wealth that cause

~great losses. Second, that the more plentiful becomes the supply of "money",
(including in that term "oredit", as well), in relation to the demand, the more

its purchasing power, (or what i1t will buy) decreases, thereby inoreasing the

level of prices, and, conversely, a decrease in the supply of "money" tends to

increase its purchasing power, (or what it will buy), and results in a fall of the
level of prices. In brief, and in general, more money, higher prices; less money,
lower prices. Third, that m problem of stabilization is one of regulating the
- supply of "money" so that it will be in balance with the needs of business.
Stabilization is vital to the well-being of both the possessor of money
‘and the seller of things money will buy. During a period of inflation, the owner
of money finds its purchasing power reduced; and, during a time of ﬁaﬂnﬁ;‘n‘ the
seller of goods finds his products generally bringing lower prices. The well-
being of the world requires a reasonably stable money so that upsets may be limited
and the disesters that always result from such changes mey be avoided,
The problem of money stebilization is olosely linked with gold supply and
the utilization of gold reserves. The decreased annual production of gold since

‘the war hes reduced the ratio of available gold supply to the needs of business.
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