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JOHN P. PIERCE,
Commander

All Communications to be Addressed to P, O. Box 806

Manila - King Camp No. |
United Spanish War Veterans

MEETINGS: Second and Fourth Wedoexday Eveninge Ench Month
National Military Home, Kansas

To the Honorable, January 28, 1920,
Clyde M, Reed,

Governor of Kansas,

Topeka, Kansas,

Honorable Sir:-

At o ragulu meeting of Manila-Ki Gang No. 1, United Spanish War
Veterans, National Military Home, Ians:f; which was held on ?;nmr 23,
1939, the following Resolution was unanimously adopted and we were ine
structed to furnish you with a copy of same with a vigorous protest
:.fa.inst a change of the Administration from the control of he Board

* Managers to that of a State Board of Administrationg ;

WHEREAS, there is a movement on foot designed to transfer the

mwt of the State Soldiers' Home at Dodge City, and its annex,
the her Biakera{'ke Home, at Ellsworth, from a separate board of m

agement, accountable only to the Governor, into the hands of the State
Board of Administration. -

THEREFORE, Manila-King Camp No. 1, United Spanish War Veterans, of
the National lil:l.tuy ‘Home, Kansas, vigorously protests to the Governor,
Clyde M, Reed, and the I-eeislawro,' against such change, th
that the soldiers! Home should not be qhoed on a par with the penite:
tiary, and the insane asylum, as a strictly state "Institution',

h in the years past been maintained for unfortunate and dependent
soldiers and their families—-an honorable retreat and haven rather than

an institution - - where they were received as residents rather than i
“inmates", And this Camp believes it is unworthy of the State of Kan-
sas to olassify its veterans with the state criminals and i : in- (A
mates of institutions, Boards of institutional direction and manage- |
ment cannot discoriminate between institutions under their control, and

we believe that aged and indigent soldiers who have faithfully served
thelr country deserve a greater consideration than those who are con—
fined for law violation.

We therefore petition the Governor s the Legislature and all who
have voice and vote in the making of our laws, that the separate
ment of the Dodge City Home and Bickerdyke annex be maintained, and that
veterans organizations be represented m the board of management .

47:&--_ O Korevry’

ADJUTANT,
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FOREWORD.

‘These two Homes are very different from the state correctional and educa-
tional institutions, in that the membership iz made up of those who gave
service in the wars of our country. They feel that what the state gives is
theirs and their dependents b)' right, and that they should have some voice in
the t, thus bl very difficult to handle.

At the present time there are veterans of four wars among the members—
Indian wars, Civil War, War with Spain, and World War. The World War
veterans are not as yet admitted on regular rules of admission, but by special
aet of the legislature,

Theeh:ldmoﬂheyuunwsoldmsiommofwrwcwublm

‘We point with pride to the fact that we have managed our finances in
such a manner Mnodeﬁmtuahownfwalthuﬂoms at the close of the two
vears. By glancing over the fi hnm' "’ymlwu]ime
by what o narrow margin this has been i in many

These statements do not show how we have had to eut our forees and curtail
the needed work of repair and improvement to keep out of the red, but while
we deplored the necessity of such a course, we followed it.

Our membeﬂhlp w:wemng and the large families of the Spanish American

War will the ion of more ges, as such families
cannot be eared for in the single rooms of the barracks,
- There is great need of a revision of the laws of admission to the Homes. A
special investigator of applications would save the state many times the
amount of yearly salary of such officer, in weeding out the applications of
those who are not it or entirely disabled

Too often the county issi are un of the true fi inl eon=
dition of the applicants and sign sworn statements that the applicant is or will
become a county charge unless admitted to the Home, when such is not the
cage, and the Homes become filled with members who could live in comfort
outside, thus depriving the actually needy becalm of lack of room. ()r \‘.hs
disability clanse is often overd After i the
full-time jobs at full pay. The state law says those able to work can be
required to labor without compensation.

We take great ple in the p i of the past year,
but realize there will never come a time when nuthmg more will be needed.

We have given of our best efforts towards the management of those two
Homes in an orderly and businesslike manner, often falling short of desired
results but continuing our efforts to merit the approval of our governor and

of ourselves. BOARD OF MANAGERS.
By Minnie M. Mickew, Secretary.

)
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Governor Ben 8. Paulen: Foe Dison, Bany Ay

Dear Si—The Board of Managers of the Kansas Soldiers’ Home and the
Bickerdyke Annex herewith submit the biennial report of these two institutions
for your information and that of the legislature to eonvene in January, 1920.

We have endeavored to show all the transactions of these Homes and point
with considerable satisfuction to the reduction in per capita cost to the state
in the last year,

This is partly due to the permanent improvements made in the power plant
mdhm&ngm.dmmntmgmnuh-mui!mlmdmﬂmmhamr
eare and dings for the

Wammthnnkymiormmmmdhelpﬁu codperation in all our
undertakings for the betterment of these Homes.

Maost sineerely, BOARD OF MANAGERS.
Muixnm M. Micker, Secrefary.
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wrere éz,é,m Loan bolld et

[ferece, See, 3/, /57-75’
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