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Amendment 14, Section 1, Clause 2, provides:

"No state shell meke or enforce any law

which shall abridge the privileges or immunities
of citizens of the United States; nor shall -
any state deprive any person of life, liberty,
or property, without due process of law, nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equel protection of the laws,"

Under the sbove provisions a state law ecannot effect Federal
jurisdiction, as the jurisdiction conferred upon the National
courts cannot be abridged or impaired by state statute.

Home Tnsurance Company v. Morse, 22 L, ed. 365.

"The doctrine is so elementary as to reauire i
no citation of suthority to sustain it. Indeed,
it s tandas out so plainly as one of the essential
and fundamental conceptions upon which our con-
stitutional system rests and the lines which
define it are so broad and so obvious, that,
unlike some of the other powers delegated by the
Constitution, where the lines of distinction are
less clearly defined, the attempts to transgress
or forget them have been so infrequent as to call
for few occasions for their statement and application.
-(-Ea:‘:)-inon v. 8t, L, &S, F, R, R, Co., 58 L. ed.
621,

See also: Terral v. Burke Construction Co., 257 U.S,
529; Berron v, Burnside, 121 U, 8, 186; Southern
Paaieio Co. v. Denton, 36 L. ed. 943; West v,
Kansas Natural Gas Company, 221 U. S, 229,

been sald:

"Every citizen is entitled to resort to all the

courts of the country and to invoke the protection
which all the laws of &ll those courts may afford him.
A men may not barter away his 1ife or his freedom,

or hlis substential Tights seeese.... In a eivil

case he may submit to his particular suit by his

own consent to an arbitration, or to the decision

of a single judge. So he may omit to exercise %
his right to remove his suit to a Federal tribunal,

as often as he thinks fit, in each recurring case.
In these aspects any cibtizen may no dovbt waive

the rights to which he may be entitled. He cannot,
however, bind himself in advance by en agreement,
which mey be specifically enforeced, thus to forfeit
his rights at all times and on all occasions, whenever
the case may be presented." (New York Home Insurence
Company v. Morse, 22 L, ed. 365.)

See also:Railroad & Warehouse Company v, Duluth Street
Railway Company. 71 L. ed, 807.

Tn view of the inability of the state to regulate
interstate commerce and its inability to oust Federal courts
of jurisdiction, when federal questions are involved, I do
not believe that the proposed legislation would be of much
benefit to Kansas.
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"well off if it had no rate regulation whatever of tne gas industry.

This interstate gas company has been dodging state regulation on the
theory of interstate commerce. It has evaded federal regulation because
the federal interstate commerce commission has never been given juris-
diction over interstate gas pipe lines,

To regulate this interstate company and thereby restore effective
governmental regulation of gas rates, some advocate that congressional
legislation ie necessary. It is their purpose to give tne interstate
eométca commission jurisdiction to regulate and prescribe the rates
of the interstate gas pipe lines. This would be one form of governmental
control., It would be a thousand times better than the present situat-
ion of no governmental control. .

Yet, in the last analysis the most and best effective control would
be state control. It would, indeed, be expensive and eubarrassing for
local communities to look to the interstate commerce commission in
distant Washington for .'__th_-g regulating and prescribing of the rates
which they should pay for gas., Such a situation would mean unbearable
delay. The gas companies would be s’c a great advantage. In short, dis-
tant government is aliayg conducive of special privilege and advantage
for the great and the strong and of injustice for the weak.

I believe that there is state legislation, which if enacted,
can and will eftectively provide for state regulation of rates of
even this interstate gas pipe line corporation.

Texas by state legislation years ago.p_r-oud.ed.- that no railroad
corporation could operate in Texas except one holding a Texas charter.
The interstate railroad companies running into Texas all have a se-
parate charter for the operation of their railroads in Texas. It is

only a separate Texas corporation which may operate a railroad withowt
in the boundaries of Texas. The Texas Statute is as follows;
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Such legislation would compel such a corporation by contract in
its application for a charter to submit to the jurisdiction of the state
rate regulating pody. I believe tl‘aat time and judicial construction

will determine that such a contract is something more than a scrap of

‘paper. .
Section D of such proposed legislation would pe particularly

beneficial for the cities whichn own their own distributing gas plants.
It would insure to them a supply of gas equal to the supply of any

of the privately owned companies., This interstate pipe line cor-
poration cannot complain about suen legislation. The so-called Doherty
companies insist that their interstate pipe line corporation is an en-
tirely separate and distinct corporation from tne local, distributing
corporation, If there is no connection whatever between tne interstate
pipe line corporation and the distributing company then it can make no
‘dizference to tnis interstate pipe line corporation whether it sells
its gas to tne privately owned distributing company or to some municip-
ally owned distributing company. However, I venture the prophefy

that sich legislation will find the parent holding company bitterly
complaining and strenuously insisting that it wants its pipe line
corporation to sell gas only to its local distribuing corporation.

' ; / Then a.a-_‘a companion bill, which will vest further power in the
Kansas Public Service Commission to regulate gas rates, I nho_u:l:,d. suggest
that the next’ legislature enact a bill in substance as follows:

(a) That'any person, firm or corporation using any of the public :
highways of Kansas in the piping or transporting of natural gas shall
first obtain a permit to do so from the Kansas Public Bervice Commission.

(bd In the application for a pemit,‘ the applicant must contract

and agree with the state of Kansas that tne Public Service Commission,
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press is little less than disloyalty to country. It will never
be accepted by the American people as anything less than disloyalty.
It is unbelievable that such a thing could ever happen in Kansas.
If any Kansas editor ever made his paper subse:vient to any public
utility, and that fact became disclosed, tnen may a merciful God have
grace for that editor, for tne remainder of the Kansas press will
never have any forgiveness fbr him.

The subject assigned to me ¥es public utility regulation.
The grester part of my remarks have been confined to the regulation
of the gas companies. This is because I believe that in Kanzas there
is a greater need at this time for the regulation of the gas oémpa.ni.as
than of any other utility., As to Kansas regulation of the electric
‘power Bcimpah_ijss, I do not have sny particular B“S’B.gsﬂajna to offer.
Any city which is not satisfted with its power rate is not in any
great need of governmental regulation o give it relief. Any instance
where the power company is charging too much, tne people in that city
hdve relief within tneir own grasp. !hey can estaplish their own
power plant. It is my observation that publicly owned power plants

like privately owned power plants are very valuable property and are

making money. 5

As to telephone rates or regulation of them, if the people )
are not satisfied at tnis time, I have no confident judgment as to
how to make public rate regulation more effective. However, I have
observed that telephone rates in Kansas are on a war time basis,
I have also observed that the telepnone compmmy still has in
effect every war time device to gouge the public for a little here
and a little there. Also that telephone systems are being merged and

then stocks and bonds are sold for many times the purchase price of
the system. This means again, tnat the purchasers of these stocks
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