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Independence, Kansas,
Januery 30, 1928.

Hon. Clyde M. Reed,
Topeka, Keansas

Dear Governor:

Pclosed find a clipping from the Independence Reporter showing a
report of the Independence Police Department.

Your sttention is called to this record of law enforcement as worthy
of approval. Very few towns can equlJ it.

Your messeges and interviews on law enforcement bring forth this
thought as the viewpoint of law enforcement officers honeslly trying to do their
whole duty. This idea is nob advenced in a spirit of eriticism but rather in a de-
sire to do everything possible to help your enfomement program.

The city of Independence is proud of the fine reputation it has of

being a clean city and a moral qaas The police force and the sheriffs office,

county attorney and police judge are working in perfect harmony in an effort to
keep the town up to its reputation. The officers have jailed bootleggers by the
dozens and sent some to i;ho Penitentary but there always seems to be a new crop
wenting some eazy money.

Our trouble is with the honest, upright, law-abiding citizen who
really believes it would be a greater orime to tell on a bootlegger than it would
be to bootlegs, WO one is sufficiently interested in stopping the sale of liguor
to tell the officers what they really know until same of their family gets drunk.
Then they want to lmow "Why the officers don't do their duty. The officers know
booze is being sold ete." Sure they mow by the gossip route but that is not evid-
ence and between the officer and the evidence is this well of passive resistance plae-

: ed by good people who do not want to tell what they know, because they do not ﬂ:lh
to be mixed in the business or for fear of the scorn of friends who might call
them a "snitch," as applied to one who buys to securs evidence, is the meanest word
in the Kansas langusge. A large percent of leading business men will purjure them-
selves rather than tell the truth about what they know sbout violations of the
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#2 Clyde M. Reed, Governor of Kansas

prohibitary law for fearing to be called a "snitch." Placing this wall of pro-
tecting about the bootlegger is developing a shielding habit toward other orimes
and the time may come whhe robbery and burglary will become more frequent. Let
& pick-pocket snatch a purse and the ery of "stop thief" will start everyone on
the chase. Let these same people see an exchange of booze and cash and they
will wait six months for a chance to complain to the erowd sbout the drug store
stove as to the conduct of the sheriffs office or the police department. If
questioned under oath, they will perjure themselves by seying they did not lmow
the parties. The people of Kansas want ?éﬁ'{ property protected from thieves,
‘robbers end highwaymen and they should realize it is only a short step from the
sale of posion booze to robery amd thieving,

I observe some persons insist there is more booze sold now in Kansas
than before the Volstead Act. I have offered, without tekers, to buy a new hat
for anyone who could show me a bootlegger in Independence with more than five
hundred dollars to 5110 name. If there was a lot of booze sold at $5.00 & quart
(that costs 25 cents to meke) somecne would be rich. There would be some evide
ence of prosperity in sight.

The Independence Police Dmt recently destroyed about two
hundred samples of liguor seized in arrests during a two-year period. There
was no two alike expect where more than one bottle was found in the same raid
end only one was genuine shiskey This proved to me there is no large continuous
source of supply for if there was we would have several samples alike.

The facts that the bootleggers have no money to pay fines with and no similiar
samples prove there is not a great lot of booze sold in Independence.

We have had several jags drunk on canned heat brought from regular
grocery or department stores. They have & system of cooking off denatured alcohol

end drinking it. One drunkard always puts an iron spike in his bottle as it is
Some
supposed to kill the poision. AMhe old regular drinkers are being taken to the
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#3 Clyde M, Reed, Governor of Kas.

cementery.

VWhemever a bpktle is brought out in a group they take might small drinks
compared to the old days. As soon as the bottle is killed most of those in on the
deal will tell each friend they meet about the "Good drink T just had," and by the
time each of the dozen fellows tell Aﬂ:t bottle they killed i becomes a dozen bottles
and that is a lot of booze but it was all taken from the same bottle.

Most of thal compleint about crooked police work comes from people who
do not went the law enforced end who will drink when they get a chance.

We have several sentimental people who do not want to see a poor man abused who
could not find work and had to sell a little to feed his family and whan he is in
jail the commissioner of the poor is beseiged to cere for the destitute family or

got the poor men out of jail. They oan find him a job at once when he is put in

Jjails

Another thing I ledrn by the gﬁﬁi\‘a- route is that this so cdlled "Home
‘Brew" that so many leading stores seem to enjoy displaying the makings for seems to
b‘g,-m"itaoif.am. families make their second or third batch but eq very few

_can standthe fifth batch of the sickening slop. It is not good andthey just cen't
learn to like it. Some few pretend to but they are just kidding themselves.

The extract drinkers who buy vanilla and lemon at the grocery store
‘are hard to do much with uioapt to punsih them fro being drunk.

Your proposal tp pay a reward for evidence might help a lot and we
would like to try it. ' complaintthat this would cause "frame up" testimony
is made by those who do not really want to see the law enforced. 2

Assuring you our our hearty co-operation in the enforcement of all laws,
I am,

Yours truly,

N A

Mayor of Independence, Kansas
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