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Claude G. Bowers

October 25, 1930

Honorable Clyde M. Reed,
Governor of Kansas,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Governor Reed:

Several of us are considering a very important
step regarding which we are anxious to have your kini ad-

vioce.

Our attention has been called to the astoumling
situation that exists in this country with regard to the
unavailebility of good books ani the consequent failure of
our 1;i:ople to develop a desire for reading. The reports
of American Library Association on this subject ami
the recent survey mede by Mr. R. L. Duffus for the Carnegie Cor-
poration, have brought to light this very serious situation. The
findings have now been amply confirmed by the preliminary re-
port issued the other day as a result of the White House Con-
ference on Reading.

We have made a few extracts from these reports
to give you a view of the situation.

¥ We all realize that the education of the masses is
the greatest seocurity that we can have for American ideals.
It is a grave indiotment of our people when it is shown that
we, as a nation, are not book consocious. The gravity of
the situation is deeply impressed upon us when we learn from
these reports that 83) of the rural population ami 44% of the
entire population of our country have no access to publio
libraries, that more than one-third of the counties through-
out the country have no public libraries amd that millions
of our people have no acoess either to libraries or to book
stores where they mey obtain reading material.

) ; How can we ever hope to combat the pernicious
influence of the despotisms of the 0ld World, anl how can we hope
to develop and maintain a sound citizenship that will preserve
American ideals, if we allow the very root of the American

mind to beoome a barren waste through the lack of that vital
education that comes, beyoni the school anml the university,
through the power of literature.
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It has been suggested that we organize a nationmal
association to cope with this problem. We feel that the first
step is to make literature available to schoels, libraries,
hospitals, prisons, correctional institutions, veterans' re-
construction units eand other centers of influence and educationm.
Particularly is it desired that books be placed in those rural
centers which now have absoclutely no access to reading material.
(The report of the American Library Association showed that
47,054,168 people in the rural districts had no access to
local publio libraries).

Of course where institutions have funds with which
to purchase literature through the usual channels our assist-
ance will not be needed. Our efforts will be directed to the
problem of filling the gep wherever we find it.

OQur plan is based on an appeal to leading American
citizens throughout the country who will be asked to contribute
funds and at the same time to choose the very institutions that
they may wish to designate as the recipients of the books that
will be purchased by our association with the funds contributed.
The association will also make & survey to determine where
books are most needed.

We hope to work out a plan by which we can purchase
books economically and assure every donor that the regular
publishers' prices of the books furnished will be substentially

higher then the amount donated. Incidentally, we are working
on a plan which, if successful, will assure at least 3150.00
wortl; of books to be delivered for every $100.00 donation we
receive.

We feel that we should endeavor to place in these centers
of influence the best that we can obtain in current literature
as well as the classics and standard works. The White House
Conference report very clearly brought out the fact that it is
not sufficient to place in the hands of adults or children books
that they "ought to read" but that a desire for reading can best
be cultivated by meking available the books they would like to read.
0f course our modern literature delivered to these centers in the
very time when newspapers and magazines are writing about these very
books is undoubtedly the best for that purpose.

By meking the appeal for funds to individual citizens
we hope to bring to them the realization that they must take
a greater interest and & more active part in the educational
institutions of our land, - whether it be the great university or
the small rural school upon the hill.

We hope alseo that by the work of this association to
ultimately arouse the commnities themselves so that they may be
more liberal with their funds in providing the necessary food for
the minds of the masses.
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It has been suggested that this is the time for definite
action. The entire nation will shortly celebrate the Bi-Centennial
of the Father of our country. A great deal of money and effort
will be used throughout the nation in pageants, parades and in the
building of monuments of marble and steel. It is proper that this
should be done. However, it is also the opportunity to build a
living memorial in honor of George Washington that will be even
more vital to the spirit of America than any material edifice.

Hence it has been suggested that our association be called

GEORGE WASHINGTON FOUNDATION FOR CITIZENSHIP AND EDUCATION. Some

of us feel that this is the contribution we should make to the

great patriotic celebration and that we should make it a lasting

thing. A few of us are willing to carry the burden and to so shape

the affairs of the society that there will be no call on you to take
g.ns' additional responsibility beyond the many burdens which you already
ear.

We feel, however, that we should have the benefit of your
opinion and of your encouragement before we proceed.

We find our duty in the concluding words of the White
House Conference Report:-

"In conelusion, the Committee repeats
that the problem of promoting good read-
ing among American children is, above
everything else, a problem of making
good reading matter accessible".

Awaiting your kind reply, I beg to remain

P25 5 o
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FAMOUS FEATURES SYNDICATE ,INC. W_.J_c.

1819 BROADWAY

NEW YORK,N.Y.

September 29, 1930.

LESLIE FULENWIDER
PRESIDENT

Hon. Clyde M, Reed,
Governor of Kansas,
Topeka, Kans.

Dear Governor Reed:

Three years have passed since we published the first seriss
of "If Youth But Knew". -

; As tha title suggests, the llttle articles embodled the
spirit of men who spoke simply and practically, from their own ex-
periences, to the "younger brother" who was just beginning the climb
upward. We believed that everyone had found certaln precepts and
practices to have been helpful, certain characteristics and habits
worth while striving to obtain, and these couched in simple language
formed our serles, 3

The articles a peared in newspapers all over tha world and
‘were used in schools throughout this country. Such men as ]
John D. Rocksfeller Jr., Otto H. Kahn, Charles M. Schwab, the late
Chauncey M. Depew, Roger W. Babson, the late Judge E. H. Gary,
Walter Chrysler and over eighty other well known men contributed
articles written by themselves to this seriass.

We are now bringing out the second seriss and write to ask
u -ﬁ write for us a fow paragraphs -- thres to five hundred words
in all. g

We would prefer you to send us your erticle exactly as you
want it to sppear, but if you find that the demands on your time
will prevent you from turning out a finished article, a letter
gketohing some random thoughts might be enough for one of our staff
writers to use in putting a finlshed article in shape for you. In
the event that this is the method you prefer, be assured that nothing
will be relgased for publication until you have had an opportunity
of looking the article over, editing and approving it.

We are soon going to release the "If Youth But Knew" series
and would very much like to have your article appear among the
earlier ones to be published. -

Sincerely,

FANOUS FEATURES SYNDICATE, Inc.

Ll
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