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JOHN E. MIDDLETON, Abilene, Third District

January 19, 1929

Hon. Clyde M. Reed
State House
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Governor:

I want to mnd you a few words of commendation.
I am certainly pleased with your attitude on the
many important questions of vital interest to the
people of our State. I agree with you on the stand
you are taking on the enforcement of the prohibitory
law.

We have a road problem here in our County which
I believe you should be advised of, in justice to the
people of this County.. Realizing that you are more
than busy with your many duties, I hesitate to take
your t and would not if was not sure you would
resent this attempted injustice as much as I do.

OQur State Roed No. 15, from Abilene to Newton

and Wichita, which is Federal Aid Project 370, has
been designated as such by U. 5. Government, the
State of Kansas, and the Dickinson County Board of
County Commissioners; a final resolution for the im=-
provement of sixteen mile of this road from Abilen

to Blmo had been passed by the County Board and State
Highway Commission in 1926, signed by Johmn W. Gardner,
then Chairman of the Commission. Plans have been made
by the Kansas Engineering Company and field checked

and approved by the State Highway Commission. More
than 20 mile of hedge has been pulled and wire furnished
to replace fence; fences have been set back to provide
more right-of-way; additional land has been bargained
for, all 6his has been done with the approval of State
Haghway Commission, and at a cost of many thousand
dollars to the tax-payers of Dickinson County. It was
mutually and unanimously agreed by and between the

State Highway Commission and the Board of County Commissioners
of Dickinson County during September 1927, to build this
sixteen mile of road, during the year 1928, but this is
what happened.
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During November 1927, Mr. C. L. Brown, who is at
the head of one of the largest corporations in Kansas,
made the assertion that he was going to move this road
one mile east, in order to have it pass the Brown
Memorial Foundation, which is located two mile south-
east of Abilene. With the help of C. W. Lamer and
John W. Gardner, and one member of our County Board,
whose interests are all in north part of our County,
they have used every scheme imaginable to tring Mr.
Brown's desire about, and if they succeed it will be
a gross injustice to the tax-payers of Dickinson County.
Especially so to the people on the foad between Abilene
and Elmo, and the little town of Elmo, which is one of
the leading markets for farm products in Dickinson
County and in full control of the Farmers Union. The
people along this road have made many concessions in
the preliminary work, such as removing hedges and trees
and building, fences, with full assurance that this road
vould e built as agreed upon.

I certainly want to be fair in t.his matter and
do not ask any favors or advantage of any kind, but
I cannot see any reason why these corporations and
millionaires should be allowed tc run over and tramp
upon we cormon folks of this Elmo neighborhood. Any
fair minded person will have to agree that there is no
sensille reason why this road should be changed. The
proposed change would cost this County and State many
thousands of dollars; would make an indirect route
to Wichita, and would eliminate every market center
between Abilene and Newton, but one. As said before,
I ask no favors and have no pets to be favored, but
I glean from letters I have received from different
members of the State Highway Commission (which I
think are very high class men) that there is a gentlemens
agreement to let each commissioner have his own way in
hii'm district, which literally resolves itself into
one-man Commission and has helped to bring @out this
doplorablu condition right here at home.

We have no desire to dictate any appointments,
but certainly think that Mr. C. W. Lamer and John W.
Gardner have proven themselves unworthy of the trust
placed in them, and would like to see their places filled
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by men that would play fair and I am convinced that
many thousands of people feel as I do.

In closing, I only wish that you knew this
;clzm to over throw justice from its conception as

Yours truly,

Mr. West:

Dear Mr. West: If in your judgment Mr. Heed

is too much engaged with other matters just at this time
to give this consideration, please present it at what
you think the opportune time. Nearly all of the Reed
supporters are with us on this matter.

Yours truly,
‘I A. ll
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NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ASSOCIATION
WorEsnor

Pass River, Cape Cod
Massachusetts
March 30 1929

Honorable Clyde M. Reed, Member
COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS

Fatiomal Highways Association
State House

Topeka Kansas

My dear Governor Reed:-

Your letter of March 25th 1929 is received
with much pleasure. We appreciate your acceptance of
your appointment as a member of the Council of Governcrs
of the Nationmal Highways Association. Please be assured
that you need give no more time or attention to the
affairs of the Association than you may have at your
disposal. You can at all times make your own appointee
and representative for you in connection therewith,

Please be assured that we stand ready to
do anything that we can that may be helpful in the
development of roads in you mcst interesting and
beautiful state.

With kind ohal regards, I am

Charles Davis
President
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ASSOCIATES:
D. F. STANLEY

o
_ MANKATO, KANsas 3/27/29
‘Honorable Clyde Reed. = b
© Dear Governort _
' I wish to thank you for your interest in the Jewell
«Qﬁmlty road situation.I have shown this to the 'rﬂpre'-%ezlt&tﬁe-

i ‘eitizens and they as well as myself know our confidence in you :
~ is not misplaced.
-t With best wishes I remain.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450468 ~ Page 86/144
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, Highway Department

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450468 ~ Page 87/144
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, Highway Department

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450468 ~ Page 88/144
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, Highway Department

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450468 ~ Page 89/144
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory e

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, Highway Department

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450468 ~ Page 90/144
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

