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CLINTON J. EVANS
LAWYER
405 CoLUMBIAN !un.nl,ta,-—-
TOPEKA, KANSAS

May 12th,1930
Hon Clyde Reed,Governor.

Topeka, Kansas ,

Dear Governor;

I want to make a statement in reference to my accompa-
nying Mrs Nelson to your office, '
I have known Mrs Nelson for some Years and believe she is
a very sincere and public spirited woman. I did not know about
her charges in respecti to the non enforcement of the prohibitory law.

She had told me about the claim of the sbuse of the boy charged
with stealing. As I understand her she herself saw the bruised back of
the boy and claims that the investigation also showed that he had been
severaly beaten, It seems admitted too that the stenographer who took the
testimony on the hearing refu-ed to glve her a copy. I sympathize with hex
interest in the boy. I can see no possibility of any selfish purpose in her
efforts,. 3

T went to your office however because she urged me to go and
not because I thought you could be properly urged to overrule the
Attorney CGeneral,although I still retain a strong impression as to the
merits of her charge of cruel treatment,

I want to'aay Bowever that I think she made a mistake 1in
making her charges about the non enforcement of the prohibitory law.

I think she would have been wise to have limited herself to
a discussion of the treatment of this boy. I think she will be right
in carrying that question to the constituency of these officisls in
Douglas County but wish to repeat that I think she was not wise in
golng outside the question ,the one question of 111 treabtment of the
boy in her interview with you,1if indeed it was proper to appeal
from the Attorney General to you in a case of that kind.

Very Sincerely ,

Elln 2L e

L &f)
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STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450082 ~ Page 130/137
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory SANRA

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, law enfor cement

 STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Februery 1, 1930

Meyor lLewrence
¥Wiechita, Kansas

The attached is self explanatory.
Please read and return with your comment.

CLYDE M REED
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

WICHITA, KANSAS
BERT C. WELLS, CITY MANAGER

N REPLYING KINDLY 1-20 '? O. W. WILSON
REFER TO NUMBER — ——~ CHIEF OF FOLICE

February 4th, 1930,

Hon, Clyde M, Reed, RE: 3 ;

Governer Mrs,J,A.Clark,

Topeka, Kansas, _ 5130 Jeanette Ave.,
: Wichita, Kansas.

Dear Sir: =

Mr, Chas, A, Lawrence, Mayor of this city, turned over to
me the letter sent to you by Mrs. J, A, Clark, For your information
I am giving you the investigation reports of the officers assigned

to the case she refers to:

"Answered call to the AVI depot where the above reported
that someone had taken $35,00 and a small purse from her
pocketbock, Lawrencine sald she had come to town to get
her father's check cashed, The check was for $43.75.
She paid a $7,00 bill at the Kansas Gas & Electric Cos,
and went to the AVI to get the interurban to her home,
She put her things on one of the benches in the wailting
room, taking a nickel from her purse to telephone, She
went to the *phone booth and when she returned to get
money for her ticket she found the small purse had been
taken from the pocketbook, We questioned and shook down
Orenge Green (¢) 1004 E, 10th and Boots Gray (¢) 850 E,
' 9th, Both these negoes are Iorking as red caps and
bootblacks in the station, We found no money on them,
Boots @ray had passed near where this girl's things were
on the bench, Floyd Gee (13) 1324 Jackson, who works in
the news stand at the station said & young man had also been
in the station, We found this young man, Walter Kenison,
(21) 5801 Armstrong, at Kress Store, We questioned and
shook him down but found nothing, Believe the two negroes
could stand more questioning in this case,"

/s/ Officers Smith & Lewis

1-21-30 7:00PM

Maurice Gray was later arrested:

"Please be advised that I investigated this case at AVI and
~that I arrested Boots Gray (c) 850 E. 9th and Captain W.0,
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Hon., Gov. Clyde M. Reed, #2.

Lyle had him booked Grand Larceny, Hold for State Warrant
in regard to this case. He was questioned by Captain W,0,
Lyle, Detective Lon Fugit and myself, but wouldn't admit
this theft. Later he was questioned again by Detective
Lon Fugit and released., Nothing more to be done at pres-

ent,"
/s/ Deteetive Snorf
1-26-30 2:30PM

We feel confident that this bootblack is respomsible for this
theft, but we are not in a position to prove it,.

On March sth; 1929 this seame girl was reported lost by her
mother., The officer obtaining the description fraom the mother stated
that this girl was thought to be a mental case., The disposition of
this case is given in the following report by the investigating officers:

"Harry Sefton of the Orpheum Theatre called us that "There was

-a 1ittle girl there at the Orpheum Theatre who did not want

to leave when the show was over., We investigated and found

it to be the girl reported lost under this number, We took
her home and talked to her parents about trying to keep her

at home after this,”
/s/ Officers Yeager & Foulk
3=7=29 12:

We are unable to find any record of a report made by Mrs.
Clark relative to a man following her daughter six weeks ago. I believe
these facts speak for themselves and I will permit you to draw your own
conclusions regarding the case. I am returning herewith the letter ad-
dressed to you from Mrs, Clark, .

Very sincerely yours,

0. W, Wilson,
Chief of Police,
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