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Ninth,
1929.

Honorable William A. Smith,
Attorney General,
Topeka, EKansas.

Dear General Smith:

I left Topeka Friday last to investigate the conduct
of County Attorney Gates and Sheriff Davison of Stafford County.
Af Wichita I joined Mr. Dickinson end Mr. Powell of your force
and drove with them to Hutchinson the same night. On Saturday
morning I went to St. John, told the county attorney and sheriff
my business with them and what the complaint was against them
and asked them to co-operate with me in earrying out my instrue-
tions fram you. During the entire day of Saturday I was with
them and Mr. Dickinson,and together, we went to Stafford, Turon
and Hutchinson. I remained in Hubtchinson Saturday night and on
Sunday,in company with Mr. Frank Patterson of the Kansas State
Industrial Reformatory, I went into the northwestern part of
Reno County and the northeastern part of Stafford County inter-
viewing witnesses and endeavoring to get a line on the situation.
Monday, in company with Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Powell, I went
again into the country south of Zenith and Stafford end into Staf-
ford itself and fran there back to Wichita, from which place I am

making this report.

You will recall that the complaint made by your operatives
against these officers was that an extraordinarily large amount of
time was consumed by the county attorney in preparing a camplaint
and warrant for the search of a premises south of Zenith in Staf-
ford County,concerning which your operatives had information of the
existence of a still. Your men also complained that they were not
able to procure a warrant for the premises they suspected and were
obliged to go upon a property for which they had no search warrant
in order to seize the still. I am speaking now of the complaint
your men made to the Hutchinson newepaper,on their first opportun-
ity to commnicate with the newspaper after the seizure of the still.
After considering everything I have been able to learn about the mat-
ter, I am convineced that no undue amount of time elapsed between the

www.kansasmemory.org/item/450081 ~ Page 34/36
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory SANRA

Governor Clyde M. Reed correspondence, prohibition

1

2 o Ml 3 S > i[OS )
=t g U Th| T
/ g
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Decenber
Tiinth,
1929.

Honorable William A. Smith, —E-

demand for a warrant and the preparation of such warrant, and T am
further convinced that the county attorney and sheriff did every-
thing in their power to correctly deseribe in the complaint and
warrant the place where fthe still was supposed to be, working with
the meager and incorrect infomation possessed by your men.

When the raid was made and the loecation of the still fin-
ally arrived at, the still and the condenser were gone. There were
on the ground, however, twenty-one wooden vats of a capacity of
five hundred fﬁDO) gallons each, all of which, except one, were full
of mash. There were gixteen (16) Coleman gasoline pressure bumers
fastered to a large circular iron frame,and pumps and other apparat-
us usually found in conneetion with a still of that size. The next
day, Tuesday, November twenty-sixth, federal prohibition agentSand
deputy sheriffs of Stafford County found the boiler of the still, ex-
actly on the Reno County ari Stafford County line five and one-half
miles south of Zenith,and on November twenty-seventh, found the con-
denser in an 1mplemen’n shed at an abanioned farm house two miles
soath of where the boiler was found. The man in whose barn the lo=-
cation for the still was maintained was a Mr. Winchester,who was put
under arrest on Monday, November twenty-fifth and against whom an
informmztion has been filed by the county attorney,charging him with
the possession of a still, of mash, of liquor and of maintaining a
nuisance. He is at liberty on a One Thousand Dollar ($1,000.00)

bond.

I have discovered that on Monday, November twenty-fifth
at abont the hour of six o'clock A.M., a telephone call came to the
home of Fred Bunyan,who is undcubtedly the owner of the still in
question, and some unidentified person informed Mrs. Bunyan that
two men from Topeka would be down to see Fred that day and would
probably arrive not earlier than one o'clock. Fred Bunyan was seen
in his Chevrolet Six trueck with a large bulky load covered with a
tarpaulin aboat B:30 or 9:00 o'cleock Monday morning driving from
the direction of where the still was found and toward the places
where the boiler and condenser were afterward discovered. At the
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1929.

Honorable William A. Smith, -Z-

time of the telephone call, Dickinson and Powell were in Wichita
and had,the day before,planned to go to Stafford County and to
leave Wichita about ten o'eclock in the morning,which would land
them in St. Johmn about one o'clock of the same day. At six o'eclock
Monday morning, Nowember twenty-fifth, it was practically impos-
gible for the county attorney and sheriff of Stafford County to
have Jnown of the proposed raid and I conclude that this eall came
from Wichita and from all the circumstances I have been able to dis-
cover was probably from Otto EHund of that city. This is almost pure
speculation on my part, however.¥ There seems to be a tendeney on
the part of your men coneerned to run to the newspapers with mat-
ters of this kind and I might say in passing that my wark on this
matter was considerably handicapped by a news item appearing in the
Wichita paper and copied in the Hutechinson paper of Saturday, de-
tailing the faet that I had been sent on this investigation. I
have no knowledge of who gave this information to the paper, but I
feel that such practice cannot be too strongly condemned.¥ There-
fore, my dear General, I conclude that this matbter arose from base-
less suspicion and ungrounded rumor.
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