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This small booklet from 1960, includes full-page pictures of the Hesston Manufacturing Company factory and a
written narrative of the history of the company and it's employees. This publication funded by the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission through the Kansas State Historical Records Advisory Board.
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The Combine Unloading Auger was
Hesston's first product. No longer in pro-
duction, it is now furnished as standard
equipment by the combine manufacturer.

K2 abiferant prodicts

ﬁ’{”.\l unloading augers came other ideas to improve
the lot of the farmer...straw spreaders...concave
adjustments . . .straight-through augers...balanced grain
tanks .. .retractable finger augers...soybean bar
attachments . . .row crop saver attachments...and many,
many others. All in all a total of 82 new products have been
pioneered and produced by Hesston —many have become
standard equipment on today’s harvesting machinery
produced by major manufacturers.

In 1953 a new era began for Hesston when the famous
Straw Chopper was introduced. It d the sales volume past
the million-dollar for the firs 1e in 1954. Employment
grew from the original five people to past 75. Today, more
Hesston Straw Choppers are sold than any other make.

The best was yet to come! A new product was introduced

s farmer in 1955, It s called the Hesston Self-Propelled
Swather. It was He i t venture into an independently
powered unit. At first the agricultural world was skeptieal.
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This chart shows the growth of Hesston's consoli-
dated sales volume from 1948 through 1860.
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Many teach Sunday School or are on various
boards of their churches. You may find them on
the board ¢ ove s at Hesston Coll oe or
participating t ishing a home for the
aged. Some of the officers of the company
actively rve in farm equipment industry

associat

“Uncle Abe” Hess would be pleased to watch
this company grow, He was a n i
his name to this , 80 aer

and les h its people. He
him would sed to see the peop
lder on the asse
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of a new gener
opportunity it of
the entire area.

The operating committes meets aach Friday morning
to coordinate the company’s activities.
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PLANT | — Located on the site of the original factory,

but expanded several times to accommodate
additional production.

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

PLANT Il - View from the northwest corner of the
new plant facilities. The general office building can
be seen in the center. Windrowers in yard have all
been sold and are waiting for shipment.

UTHD 1IN US.A.
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HESSTON Specralized Farm Lipapment

The Hes
Corn Harvester
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