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[ transcribed, researched, and annotated these
letters, and a copy is on file at the Archives of the
Kansas Historical Society.

Lana Rings
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Transcribed and Annotated
By His Daughter
Lana Rings
Fort Worth, Texas

www.kansasmemory.org/item/447066 ~ Page 3/229
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ey

Clarence Rings collection

Introduction

As was common during World War I, my father, Clarence Rings, wrote letters
home while he was in the Navy. He wrote many, many letters - to family and to friends,
He sent pictures back and forth, and he was part of the family’s Round Robin letters.

The family saved letters back in those days, so a number of his letters - to his
mother and siblings - were saved. I'm sure not all were saved, for there are some gaps
that can’t be completely attributed to his being deployed at the time. He also indicated
writing to a number of other people, and we do not have those letters.

I have attempted, in transcribing his letters and providing a context for them, to
ascertain where he was during the war, and when. My research includes reading his
letters carefully, matching what he says in those letters and his return addresses (often
including the squadron and patrol wing it was under), with what I have found on the
internet and in two books, Thousand-Mile War: World War Il in Alaska and the
Aleutians by Brian Garfield and The Aleutian Warriors: A History of the 11% Air Force &
Fleet Air Wing 4, Part 1 by John Haile Cloe.

Dad joined the Navy and became a seaplane mechanic/flight engineer/plane
captain on PBY-5 Catalina seaplanes. His deployment was to the Aleutian Islands,
especially Attu and Kodiak, Adak and Kiska, during 1943 and 1944 and included the
invasion of Kiska. His crew and plane would have been involved in patrolling the air and
water for Japanese craft, ferrying people and supplies at times, even anti-shipping
strikes and anti-submarine warfare. Some in his squadron even patrolled and struck
over in the Kurile Islands. This happened, often in fog, high winds, rain, snow, and low
temperatures.

His letters indicate that he began his Navy career in Kansas City, Missouri,
passing his physical and getting sworn in. He then went to Chicago via the Navy’s Great
Lakes, Illinois center and spent about seven months there, where he went to AMM
(Aviation Machinist’s Mate) School at the Naval Training Center, Navy Pier, Chicago. He
became an AMM 3/C (Third Class), then later an AMM 2/C. From Chicago he headed
west on the train to San Francisco, where he stayed for about ten days, then continued
on to NAS (Naval Air Station) Seattle and NAS Whidbey Island, Washington where he
trained for several months at each. He was deployed twice to the Aleutian Islands, and
was back in Seattle and Whidbey Island afterwards. His final stint in the Navy included
NAS Seattle, Norman Oklahoma, and Ft. Barrancas, Pensacola, Florida.

During his Navy years he had many adventures, one of which was to meet a
young woman on the train platform while visiting family in Topeka, Kansas. He and
Estelle married in Seattle in 1945, and she joined him there, in Norman, and in
Pensacola.

It was said in the family, that the war affected Dad deeply and that he was
especially disturbed by having to bury the dead. I have not found exactly where or how
this would have occurred, so although I believe there is truth to it, it still remains
somewhat of a mystery.

These letters, transcribed, and the photos, reference, and context included,
provide a glimpse into his life and adventures during World War II.
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