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g Harz Mountains

: = The last town we occupied when
-1 ) the Rhur pocket was closed was
:. — Hegensdorf, and we were there
- > an April 1%, Easter Sunday. We
:: loaded onto trucks and half-
- tracks that day and were
:: bt g o W v -5 5 transported to the Harz
> | From “The First!” History Book

-1 ™) Mountains area about one hundred and twenty miles to the northeast toward

Berlin. We arrived at Oestriden on April 3. The next day we marched through

- the mountains to Westriden and established an outpost for several days.

One night while there we were sent to cover one of our tanks at an intersection in
the mountains. There was a breakdown in communications and the tankers
mistook us for enemy forces, so they opened fire with their fifty caliber machine

gun. We started to run and got tangled in some wire coils lining the roadway

g

ditches. We did not suffer any casualties, but it was a little scary.

\

During the night a large enemy personnel carrier came to the intersection and

\

our tank knocked it out. It was loaded with soldiers and they were either killed or

\

injured.
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We started moving again on April 8" to Nienover, on the 9" to Schonhagen, and

on the 10" to Northeim.

On April 11" we left Northeim riding in a half-track and traveled through some
open country. After we passed through an intersection, a German tank knocked
out a tank following us. We moved quickly into a nearby roadway cut and
unloaded. From our location we couldn't see the German tank, but we watched it
knock out our four tanks and three tank destroyers. That was our entire tank

battalion. We were able to get an air strike that did knock out the enemy tank.

That night we stayed in the nearby town of Horden. The next morning, April 12",
German civilians told us that President Roosevelt had died. They knew it several
hours before we received official notice. We remained at this location for three
days and then moved to Lenau. It was uneventful for us, but on April 16" the
town of Hasselfelde was cleared after a fierce battle. Our first platoon was wiped

out with fifteen killed and another thirteen wounded.

On the morning of April 19" we
marched to Wendefurth and
were told that enemy soldiers
wanted to surrender. Another
soldier and | approached a

house rather cautiously and out

From “The First!” History Book
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came nineteen German soldiers with a white flag. We collected a number of
rifles and six pistols. That day our company picked up over thiteen hundred

prisoners, and the Division total was just over ten thousand for the day.

That closed the Harz Mountain pocket and we were told that there would be no
more fighting for the First Division. We moved to Wienrode and they even had
us doing some close order drill. During this time some people in the division
were having trouble with body lice so they brought a shower unit up nearby. We
all had to go at night to take a shower and get some clean clothes in the dark.
The shower was great and the clothes too, except that | ended up with someone
else’s dirty trousers and had to wear them until the war ended before | could get

them washed. Incidentally, | did not have any lice, before or after.

At this location we were only about one hundred and twenty five miles from

Berlin.

Czechoslovakia
On April 24", three days after we were told there would be no more fighting for
us, our orders were changed and we were loaded onto trucks and headed for

Czechoslovakia, the only location where the Germans were still fighting.

Along the way we stopped in Siebigerode, and we were in Arzberg on April 27",

We crossed the border into Krasna-Lipa, Czechoslovakia, on April 29"
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45 Here we were quartered in a quaint old railroad station. It had a lot of window
e

g boxes that were filled with blooming pansies. We had a thirty-caliber machine
ol” gun set up about a quarter of a mile from the building to cover a sector of open
g field. We pulled our usual guard duty of one hour on and one hour off. It
- = seemed that every time | was out there it would snow heavily and long enough to
o make the ground white. The sun would come out and melt it when | was inside,
T then it would go through the same process again. While | was out there, | fired
= one round from the machine gun and that was my only experience with a
- :' machine gun.

p—r We moved by truck to Schloppenhof on May 1% and to Maiersgrum on May 5"
: ; We started early on May 6" and marched through ten miles of forest and then
- :?_ twenty miles on a highway to reach the town of Mnichov (Einsiedl). The next
-j* morning on May 7" we were back on the road heading for Marienbad when we
- - received word of a cease-fire. We hiked back to Mnichov and were there when
Ol o the Armistice was signed on May 8", 1945. We stayed there for almost a month
s and were quartered in a monastery.

gl B VE Day,

> Einsied|, Czechslovakia

< Alfio Bellantoni
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May 8, 1945 VE Day,
Einsied!, Czechslovakia
Emest Meister

18" Infantry
Company F C.P.

(Left to Right)

Patterson — Cook

Johnson — Barber

Hagen - Jeep Driver

Carlinl - Communications Sgt

Meyer — Clerk & Switchboard Operator
Harris — Lineman

Frenchy — Interpreter

Sullivan — First Sgt.
Kupis — Mail Clerk

While we were there we maintained a roadblock to keep a large number of
civilian refugees from moving back into Germany. They were trying to get away

from the Russian Army that occupied most of Czechoslovakia by that time.

On the night of May 8" special services brought us a movie projector and a
technicolor copy of the movie “Home in Indiana”. We enjoyed it for about two
minutes until the film melted and went up in smoke. That was the end of our

war's end celebration.
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Occupation of Germany

After the cessation of hostilities it was determined that a number of divisions
would remain in Germany for occupation service. Other divisions were
scheduled to return to the United States for discharge or to be sent to the South

Pacific to fight against the Japanese.

The 1% Infantry Division was assigned to occupation duty in the triangular area
between Ansbach, Neustadt and Rottenburg. We left Mnichov, Czechoslovakia

on June 9“', 1945, and traveled to the small town of Burgbernheim, Germany in
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Bavaria about thirty five miles west of Nirnberg. | would remain there until early

in September.

Burgberahelm legi in der anmutiges frdskischen Land-
chait,

» . Im Harzon Mitiellrankens, dorf, wo dos Wald- |

birge der Fronkenh8ho swischen Bathanburg o. T, und
Indsheim an der Alsch stwa 150 m stell abflll und
seine AusiGuler kellorilg in dos cbere Alschlal trolbi
Wie wesn sle Schuk suchen wollten vor 5turm und Waetler,
80 schm i u o HEuger in (hrer typlsch-lednkische:

Bauwelse aqul fas! 2 km LAnge kart an den Berghang,
den .lug iberg®, und bilden eizen grofien Bogen vom
wohe: ahnbol bls rum . urleren”. Burgbernbelim kat
edmllch swel Babahdie und is! aul awel Linien tu er-
releken. Der obers, Bakabol Hegt an der Haupisirecke
Minchen = Frankturl, der untors on dar Lakalbahn Stei-
aach—Windshelm—Neustadia. A. In dem sahoen Steinach
kdnnen olle Schuellslge errelchi weidea. Nach dom ali-

jarm clles Polzwerk. Ibre grofien Erfolge alnd
mit rablrsichen eiston Prelsen in aller Well anerkannt

i
In sinem solchon Orle mog man sich’s wehl seln lassen. 3?'
Uad wenn auch Kurmusik und Theator fohles, so (it doch

lir alles gesorgl, wos Hahrung und Notdurtl
orfardetl. Wer darum Bach zermlrbender Beralsarbell
Fube und Erholung suzht Mir K&rper und Gelsl, der
komme zu uns, Tu elnfochen M in einfach
Verhdlinlssen, in uzsere unveridlschie Gollesaatur, au!
unsete frelen HShen und in umseren unvergleichlichon
Bargwald: de witd o1 oo Lelb und Seele gonesen,

Der Bergwald ist Burgbernhe!ms Stole. Mil Rechl. Wer an
sinam Maorges srsl vom Kapp

kOnstisrlsch beadslonsworien xmgndni-qj. alnen
Rundblick gerleft Gbar das welts Tal dor Alsch uad dle

auch Wirsburg, Nombarg, Bambeig, Ansbach llegen
nlcht allzuiern. Die Relchastrafe Minchen—Fraakiun
{ilhrt in ndchsies Nake voriber.

Fur gute Verkehrembglichkelies ist alse gessigl. Aber
auch scast finded sich in Burgbemmbelm alles, was dem
Fremden des Auleniball lisk ued angeaehm zu machen
vermeg. Da sind saubsre Hauser, breite Strafen mit
beguemen Gehstelgen uad schdnem Bou

g ued danp aul wohlgebahnien
Wegen zu den Fi . 2um Teulels-
hiusch M ot 2

und, der
Wasserscholdo (slgend, rur Bismarckhahe, dor wird aus
dom Staunen Gber die Gréfs und Schinkeit dod Waldes
uad der Aunslchi gor nicht hercuskommen und den eln-
holmischen hua‘nni;:--l wersioben, dem winfach sein
kit i

o

pllogle Gastatétten, oin gomillichas Calé, sin uuhouuol

Frelbad, sia prachl und om d

scholiigs Semmeikeller und oine neuzeliliche Schied-

:ﬂm Auch Arato, Zahnarst und Apelheke, sowle Baak-
Auh

[

Wald dber alles erireulich, dab dieser . Burg-
berak Wall il alter Zelt gepanni wird,
durch die Fir schinsrungiveraing allant-

L
balben mit guienWegen und Rubebdnken qusgosiation

Dleser 3000 Tgw. grofe Wald blrgt ober soch eln wel
Kleined Burgbernhelms: das Wildbad, dessen »

We occupied three rather large houses: one for quarters, one for supplies and

the other for the company kitchen. The buildings were rather quaint, very colorful

and well constructed. The German people are good craftsman, industrious and

resourceful.
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Our responsibility was to
provide a physical presence
in the area, remove and
dispose of any enemy
weapons of war, and allow
the civiians to resume
normal activities.
Burgbernheim had suffered

little if any physical damage

from the war so it wasn't

We established an outpost in
another small town, Uffenheim
that was connected by a railroad
track. We kept a small
contingent of soldiers on duty
there and had a small diesel

locomotive for transportation.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/444606 ~ Page 38/74
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Reflections of a " Dogface”

On the fourth of July another soldier and | went up on a hilltop next to a World
War | monument and shot off a hundred flares to celebrate. We used three flare

guns because they get very hot.

Late in August several of us were given a three-day pass to visit Paris, France.
We traveled by train on August 28". We went southerly to Ulm, Germany and

then westerly through Strasbourg, France and on to Paris.

Leave train to Paris

Cathedral at Ulm, Germany

- - e ——

Rear view of pill box Bombed out city
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A hotel was provided by the Red Cross along with a few meals. They also gave
us a street map and arranged for a bus tour of the city. We were, as American
soldiers, able to ride the Metro (subway) free. The only problem being that it shut
down at 11:00 PM and we weren't ready to go back to the hotel that early. | can
remember using my map at 1 or 2 AM to find my way back to the hotel. A lot of
the streets change names every block or two and that made it a little more

difficult.

Paris, City Tour — Arch of Triomphe

L'Arc de Triomphe
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Paris has a lot of beautiful buildings. The Eiffel Tower is spectacular. It was not
open to the public during the war or while | was there so | did not get to go up in
it. | particularly enjoyed seeing the Cathedral of Notre Dame and learning how

the flying buttress’s worked to hold the building up.
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| did have an opportunity to see the Follies Bergere and the show was quite

ATAN

|

spectacular, in spite of the fact that my seat was almost directly behind a large

marble column.
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Our train trip on our way back was delayed when it hit two kids who were playing
on the track. When we stopped we discovered that one of them was under our

passenger car. | don’t know if he was alive, but | am sure he didn’t make it.

First Sergeant Sullivan

: Company Kitchen, Burgbernheim

| remained in Burgbernheim until about mid-September of 1945. At that time
several of us were transferred to the 79" Infantry Division for processing to return
back to the United States. | do not remember the town in Germany where the
79" Division was located. Soon after | got there it was discovered that three
soldiers in the 1* Division Headquarters had more points (a combination of total
military and Foreign Service) than | and two others had. Therefore, we would

have to wait a little longer.
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Niirnberg Trial

1% Division’s 16" Regiment in Niirnberg.

The three of us were reassigned to the
My assignment was with the Presentation Department, located in the Palace of
Justice, where the war crimes trial was to be held. My boss was a civilian. | was

quartered in a three-story building close to the courthouse.

My first project was to construct a scale model of the courtroom so the designers
could figure out how to get all the necessary people and equipment in. The trial
would be conducted in four languages: English, French, Russian and German, so

it required an elaborate communications system for translation.

My Department provided comprehensive charts showing the rise to power of the
Nazi government and the aggressive nature of their conquest of Europe. There
were numerous movie films and still photos of the atrocities committed against

the European people and especially the Jewish.

It was my rather dubious honor to be assigned the task of mounting for exhibit in
the courtroom, a number of tattooed human skins. Some of them were irregular
shapes, but others were cut to form lamp shade panels. There were also two
shrunken heads, one of which was mounted on a board for display. | had to go
through a Naval Captain’'s office to get to a large vault and | was the only one

working in there.

41
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A

‘My department received two tickets for attendance in the courtroom while the
trial was going on. My boss was very nice and let each employee in the
department sit in for a half-hour on the first day of the trial. | did get to attend a

second time on the twenty first day.
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Courtroom Model

Floor plans for Palace of Justice
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-jr- The dignity of a courtroom had to be maintained, and
—‘}' seating arrangements had to provide adequate space for
'1{' about three hundred and rifty people in a room fifty leet
*ij:— wide end a hundred feet long. This was the problem con=-
’=f'- fronting army engineers responsible for rebullding the
"f' Nuremberg courtroom in which the Nazl warlords of Germany

1

were put on trial in December, 1945.

The engineers in charge of the design and remodeling

J
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of the bomb=torn building deemed it necessary to build

A

an exact-scéale miniature model of the courtroom to ald

A
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in working out the final arrangements for seating and

g

placing of necessary furniture and ecuipment in the room.
Materisls used in the construction of the model

conslated of plywood for the base and wall structure,

inane

11lustrstion board for the furniture, and green velvet for

the carpets snd drapes. Clear acetste was used for glass

windows and glass panels In the motlon plcture booths.
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in sections for ease in disassembling. The individual
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‘_E-f (7) spesker's table for the prosecution, (8) visitors

. " gallery, and (9) the press section.
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1., Floor and Wall Section

The entire floor section was covered with carpet
fashioned from green velvet, and drapes of the sasme color
were hung on each side of the large windows on one side of
the room. The lower part of the walls was stained dark
walnut to similate the walnut siding in the actual court-
room,

2. Trenslation and Presentation Section

A special wall panel was designed to hold a motion
plcture screen and to supoort charts five feet wide and
elght feet long diagreming organization of Nazi govern-
ment and military system. Tables enclosed with glass on
three sides were vrovided for the four translators. (Four
were needed, because every word spoken in the trial was
immediately translated into four languages, so that it
could be readily understood by all persons of the five
different nations partiecipating in the trial.) The witness
box, the chief marshal's desk, and a photogrnphic booth
were also a sart of this section.

3. Judges' 3ectlon

It was necessary to provide one desk long enough to
accomnodate eight judges end another to provide adeguate
seating for sbout twenty clerks and court reporters.

4. Defendanta' Box

Four benches were provided to seat the twenty-one
defendants in the trial. Sufficient spasce behind the

benches provided room for four guards.
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Four, simply dealgned deaks were placed in front of the
defendants' box for the defense counsel of one men for each
defendant.

6. Prosecution

Five four-legged, simply constructed tables provided
the nacessary facilities for about thirty prosecutors.

T+ Spesker's Table for the Prosecution

" The spesker's table from which the prosecution presented
the case had a prominent position in ths canter of the
-
courtroom,
-

B. Visitors' Gallery

The baleony at cne end of the room bullt sbove the press

A
Leds

-
g section had seating capacity for a hundred and thirty
™
. r spectators. An enclosed projection booth was located at the
e

right, front of the baleony.
9, Presa Section
Two hundred and six members ¢of the press occupied the

; spece provided on the main fleor at one end of the room.
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A motion pleture booth was located at the right front of

i i

:‘ the press section, and a photographic booth was on the left
—L front.

- 4

8 L High above the floor on two sides of the room five

additional, sound-proof motion picture booths were constructed

-

to ald in procuring pictures of the trial proceedings from

5

avery angle.
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The model, built in three weeksa, was completed about
thresa weeks before the trial bsgan and provad gquits
valuable for the purpose for which 1t was deaigned and

conatruc ted.

While | was working on the model, the 1 Division commander, Major General
Cliff Andrus came in and | got to meet him. Another visitor to the department
was Billy Rose, producer of the Diamond Horseshoe Revue. He was a friend of
one of our employees and | got to meet him as well. He had brought his show
over to entertain the troops and | did get to see it. His show featured tall dancing

girls, six feet and over.

Each one of the infantry divisions on occupation duty had football teams made up
of former U.S. College players and they were pretty good. | got to see two
games, one against the 9" Division and the other was the 42™ Division. They
played in a stadium where the Hitler Youth used to meet and parade. One
weekend | had the opportunity to go to Ansbach, Division Headquarters, to see
the Bob Hope Troupe. | got there, but unfortunately Bob could not make it
because of bad weather where he was in Italy. He was able to reschedule later
on, but | was not able to go. One of my friends who did go said it was a great
show. At some point one soldier got up to go to the restroom and Bob Hope
jumped down from the stage, grabbed him by the arm and said, “nobody, but

nobody, walks out on my show”. I'm not sure what happened after that.
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OFFICE OF U.S§. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
APO 403 U.5 Armg

& Decembar 1945

scale model entirely the
product of his own work, He contributed te the making of the
harts used in the course of the trial both in the

War destruction in Walled City

Glen Geisler, Elizabethton, Tennessee

www.kansasmemory.org/item/444606 ~ Page 55/74

Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Reflections of a " Dogface”

———

ooogdogy!

A |
ope

Bafal
o0

!

ANl
oon

|4

A AR AR R KRR
AL LA L L L L L L L L U L L s s

-

(ARARAR

|

L

L

L

www.kansasmemory.org/item/444606 ~ Page 56/74
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Reflections of a " Dogface”

§ REFLECTIONS OF A DOGFACE
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Homeward Bound

Early in December, after | had completed my work on the trial, | started home

;-E again. This time | was transferred to the 80" Infantry Division for my return. We
4 traveled to the port city of LeHarve, France, and were assigned to Camp Lucky
- Strike to wait for our ship to sail. The camps were named after different

cigarettes such as Lucky Strike, Camel, Phillip Morris, Chesterfield, etc. | was
= there on Christmas Day and we did have a good dinner, but not much else to do.
- Finally on December 30™ we were hauled to the harbor and we loaded onto a

Victory Ship. | was suffering from a bad headache and was assigned to a bunk
-

with my head next to a heat pipe and that didn't help much. We sailed on

December 31%. The English Channel and the North Atlantic were really rough. |

a0

didn't feel like doing anything the first day, but a friend brought me some food

and | got to feeling good again. We had movies for entertainment.

It took us eight days to cross and we disembarked at Staten Island. Then we
took a ferryboat past the Statue of Liberty, and that was a significant moment for

me. We landed at Jersey City, N.J. and went to nearby Camp Kilmer.

4=
= I" We left the camp by train on January 12, 1946, my 21 birthday, on our way to
- b

- Camp Chaffee near Fort Smith, Arkansas, where we would be discharged. While
- - traveling through Pennsylvania we stopped in a small town. Some of the soldiers
4% )

- got off and went up a street to buy snacks or something. When they were
o~
"%
b 24
e
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coming back our train began to move and another train went by in the opposite
direction, between them and our train. Therefore, they missed our train and were
absent without leave. They did get to Camp Chaffee eventually, but their delay
kept us in the army for an extra day. | received my discharge on January 16"
and traveled by bus to Shenandoah, lowa to greet my parents and sister, Donna,

in a new home. The total length of my stay in Europe was sixteen months.
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RESZTRIOTED
HEALGUARTERS 1BTH LNFARTRY
AlO 1, US AMIY

5 December 1944

)_':\j_: R g
GEHERAL OROERS) %

HOMBER 3&3

; Under the yrovisions of War Department Circuler Number
186, dated 11 Kay 1944, the following named officers and enlisted
“men sre sworded the "Combat Infentryman Badge", efiective om dates
indicnted, for exemplory conduct in action agalnst the eneny:

By order of Colomel S5m ths

DOl O CURRIER
CALT INF
Jad
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HENGLE, ROBLRT W 182 ‘LT : © 0-460578 20 Oct 1944
COremer, Farnest A 5/5gt 3610484 19 Nov 1944
Folds, Aon F vt 1lel ‘1402926 19 Nov 1944
Hple, Charles E ivt lcl - 6947808 17 Nov 1944
Hanese, Arry J (KIA) vt lel 34176262 19 Nov 1944
Frentiaa, Robert 8 ivt lol ! 12097561 19 NHov 1944
Wilkes, Thedus O . PBwt lel - 34166579 15 Nov 1944
Durxhart, Harry 0 .. Dvt - 52243036 29 Qct 1944
Delaney, William R . - Fvt 37593598 19 Nov 1944
Prenklin, Jomes L Pyt 3467663 19 Fov 1944
Geisler, Hlen M kvt 34987082 19 Hov 1944
Hagen, Alvin H Pvt 349927901 19 Hov 1944
Haisley, Hownrd H vt 35833114 19 Hov 1944
. May, thilip S Jr vt 347520814 19 Nov 1944
\\ Mcleans; Kenneth vt 38405078 19 Nov 1944
“Heyer, John L Jr vt 37517977 19 Nov 1944
Mewindony, Edward J vt %6967246 19 Nov 1944
0'Eee.le, Lowvence J vt 31340775 15 Nov 1944
Penn, Robert C Pyt 12725454 19 Nov 1944
Pcriuve, Chrrlie W vt 33966983 15 lMov 1944
Fortis, Chrrlea A vt 366891813 19 Nov 1944
rowell, linreld L (ila):wi 5709867 19 Nov 1944
migley, Corroll A vt z 33806150 . 15 Hov 194¢
Speelman, George E Jr Fvt 43849857 15 Nov 1944
Stunp, Forest J vt 35837159 19 Nov 1944
Thiele, Carl J (KIA) Fvt 37683639 15 Hov 1944
Thomplia, John O vt 37561000 15 Nov 1944
waailke, Charles vt 42115474 19 Hov 194
' Wapugh, louis G vt 544074133 19 liov 1944
Weaver, lo is P vt 35081856 , 19 Hov 1944
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION CENTER
7. Lours te. MissOURI

fm Meyer, John L., Jr. ; 10 Hovember 1950
37 517 977 (30 m 50)

SUBJECT: Letter Orders - Bronze Star Medal

TO: ¥r. John L. Meyer, Jr,
629 Taylor Street
Topeka, Kansas

1, By dirsotion of the Presldent, undar the provislons of
Executive Order 9419, L February 19LL (Ses, II, WD Bul. 3, 19LL),
you have been awarded the Eronze Star Medal for exemplary conduct
in ground combat against the armed enemy on or about 19 November 19Uk,
in the Buropean Theater of Opeérations, while assigned as Private, 16th
Infantry Regiment.

2, Anthority for this award is contained in paragraph 18, AR 600-l5,
and is based upon Qeneral Orders L3, Hoadgquarters 18th Infantry Reglment,
dated 22 pecember 19Lk.

3, The Cosmending Qeneral, Philadelphia Quartsrmaster Depot,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanis, will forward an engraved Bronse Star Medal
to you on 22 December 1950,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 Incl %ﬂm 1

BSM Certificate

Coples Furnished
D & A Reo Unit Files
Statistical and Accounting
201 File
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