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permittlng—them—te—fect them to ImMproved—live-steol;—and-retwrn t6 their
land fully three-fourths of this.fertility would-—bring—disaster—to—our
agpienibure, In_ this—sase—the-Kanses—farmer-wouldrEte o constant

and diminishing crop.yield-whereas,. to-meet-thedemends-of-ineressing
papnlation, he—must—d-euble—iT yieM~per-aere—in—the-nexrt-third-of a
century.

Compal the-labering-man-to-absteinfrom exting meat oTnd—as-has~
already been stated his stendard-of-efficienby-is-immediately lowexed,
Of all of our people the.man.who.labors.with.his hands and..the-growing
chil_d_ggp__legst afford. to.materialYy-reducs theif consumption 6f meat,

The Dbeefatesk-has.played-e—lerge-rote-imour €IviliZation, The meat-

denial-as-we-are-now-witnessing smong-our-labering.men i nersi-sted
in vould-have.bui-one—effeet, that of lowering.the standard. .of.
Ane ri-ean—ma-nhoed—and-womanheod .
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- The whyfore of insurgents was the sub-
ject of Charles-0. Whedon, who said:

KANSAS CITY STAR,

January 30, 1910 : ! ; : 5
Page 8A Vi - S o 2O T\/b

WHY INSURGENTS, Charleés 0. Whedon, Lincoln, Nebraska

"It must occur to the most careless observer of passing events that the
deminant political party, the party to which we owe allegiance and to which we declare
our loyalty tonight, is at this time agitated by internal dissensions which sericusly
threaten not only 1its prss.ent solidarity, but its future success and usefulness. For
this unfortunate condition there must be an unl erlying, a predisposing, cause. What is
it? Where is it to be found?

"With the Republicen party the protection and development of domestic industries
has ever been a cardinal principle. With such general and universal approbetion has
that policy been adopted and spproved by a majority of the electors thet only once in
fifty years have they afforded the Demoeratic party en opportunity to reverse it by
intrusting to thet party complete control over both the executive and legislative |
departments of the national government.

"Under that policy our development has been without parallel in the evolution
of nations. Coincident with that development, however, in the last ten years, we have
witnessed the generation and evolution of trusts, monopolis, cembinations and a growing ‘
inerease in the cost of the necesseries of life to an extent which leasds to the
conviction, very gemerally entertained, that to retard the growth of these evils it was ;
necessary to reduece the duties on imperts. This conviction found expression in the Repub2
e platform of 1904, which expressed the premonitory symptoms of & demend for a down- |
ward revision of the tariff.

"This was but amother method of seying that whenever conditions had soc ehanged
that the public interest demanded the readjustment and lateration of import duties, then
such readjustment and alteration should be made, and that it should be made by the
Republican Party.

"7 e convention held in Chicago in 1908 determined thet the time hed arrived,
that conditions hed so changed that the public interest demmsnded the readjustment end
alteration of import iu/ties, and pledged the party thereto. (ﬁ:& fi; A Jf‘ ;,: ;ﬁ‘::)’*-fii:
9*"111 other words the party in 1908 dechered that the change in cnndifians mentioned
in the platform of 1904 had been accomplished and that the public interst now demand ed
e readjustment and elteration of import duties. This readjustment and alteration |

referred to could have but one meaning; it meant nothing more, nothing less, than a down-

ward revision of the tariff,
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"Standpatters were those who favored asdherence to the Dingley Law snd the
Dingley rates. Head the Chicago convention favored standpatism it would have made Joseph
G. Cennon its candidate and with him gone down to defeat. He was there, his position was
well known, he was in a receptive condition, but his candidacy end what he stood for were
rejected by the convention.

"True, the platform of 1908 does not declere what kind of revisiom is to be
accamplished, but every one knew what the party meant by the insertion of this tariff
plank in the pletforme There was no demend for an upward revisicn. It was not
proposed that €ongress be convened in speciel sessiom to rewrite the Dingley Law.

"That the platform was ambiguous in its lenguesge as to the kind of revision
was conceded; that ambiguity end uncertainty made a conxtructiom end interpretatiom of
the platform necessary., Who more competent to construe and interpret that instrument,
to authoritatively declare just what it meant then the candidate standing upom it,
the recognized head of the party? His construetion end interpretation would be
accepted without question, and so they were accepted, Mr. Taft stated at Cincimnati in
September prior to his election:

"*The Dingley Law has served the country well, but its rates have become
generally excessive. They have beoomé excessive because conditions have chenged since
its passege in 1896, OSome of the rates are probably too low, due also to the chenge
of conditions. But, on the whole, the tariff ought to be lwai-eﬂ.'

"On the 24th of the same month he said that the people should receive at the
hands of Congress 'a genuine and honest revision....aubstmtialiy a revision downward,

4
though there ;:f.];ma few Ee'xlr.!e;l:n::lt:nﬂ. |

"Much more of the seme temor and to the same effect might be cited from what was
said by the candidate in the progress of the campaign, but sufficient has been quoted to
establishegt beyond question that his construction of the tuﬂﬂ’ plank in the platform was
that it meant a downward revision. That construction was universally accepted by the
party, and upon thet platform and upon th‘ﬁonstruotlon wel went to the country end
won. And when et the November election of 1908 the elesctors again expressed their confidence
in the Hepublican party they did so in the full belief that the political honor of the
party was pledged to a downwerd revision of the tariff by a speciel session of Congress
immedietely following the inauguration of William H. Taft.

"Immediately it was known that the Republicen perty had again secured control of
the executive and legislative departments of the government under the pl.er!ge stated in the
platform, those who have smassed, immense fortunes by means of trusts, monopolies and excessy

i
ive prices of manufactured erticles protected by the Dingley Teriff Law, 1u?1u.raeed their
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cempaign to fullify the party pledge. Not willingly would they forego the oppertunities
they had for a decade enjoyed of sdding to their own possessions. They are specialists, and
their specialty consists in meking money for themselves. For untiring energy they are
unexcelled. It matters not to them that the party cannot justify when asked why it failed
to make good its promise volu.ntarj..ly end unequivocally given. They say, '"Let the Republican
party look to its ME%I.‘M‘ s heateo 1:\:\.-_.._._.\.,\:1'., Mdmj‘/.

"That class awoke early after the result of the last Presidentid election was known
and it went not to sleep &t all until after the Payne-aldrich Bill had received executive
approval and executive benediction in éha statement that it was *the best tariff law ever
enacted by a Hepublican Congress."

"As a preliminary sted in the defeat of what the party mromised tﬁl,cmmtry it would
do, it was necessary to slect a Speaker of the House Who would give the necessary attention
to the selection of the House members of the conference committee which it was certain would
be eppointed. The conference committee which was appointed consisted of seventeen members
eight senators and nine representatives, eleven Republicens and six Democrats.

5 "0f the eleven republicans, ten represented states east of the Mississippl
River and one a state west of that streeam. -

"Truly the defenseless heads of the suger trust, the tobacco trust, the steel trust,
the harvester trust and every other trust were covered by the- shadow of the Cannon-Aldrich
wing of the Republican party. It is remarkabl; that if the Payne-Aldrich Tariff Lew is what
it has been declared to be, the best ever enacted by a Republican Congress, that with a vot-
ing majority of practically fifty in the House, and after the exercise of all the influence !
that could be brought to bear in favor of the report on the ﬁ!‘l‘f bill, inecluding that of
the President, the report of the conference conmittee should have been adopted in the House
by a majority of only twelve votes. Who believ:res that that report would receive a majority
of twelve votes toduy?‘ l

In presenting the vonference repart to the House, and supporting a motion for its
edoption, Mr. Payne, chairmen of the ways and means committee, said:

" Thenk God, when we write this bill on the statute books it will remain there and
its operation will be felt throughout all this broad land for fifteen months before the
next election, end the prople have & chance to see what it does and the relief that it will
bring, and know from their own experience what it has accomplished.'

"Five of those months have pasged, yes, neerly six have elapsed since the approval
of the Payne-Aldrich Bill, and the people are fast coming to lmow from their own experlence
what thet lew hes accopplished. Under it, if n-ot. because of it, there has taken place the

boycott of e necessary article of food, the first of the kind worthy of the name within

the period covered by the history of the Republicen party., For the first time in the histmy
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of that party it has become necessary for its political head, the President, to make
personal pledges to a faction of the party to induce it to enter the party caucus.

"At the special session of Congress on two occasions emendments were offered to the
Teriff Bill in the Senate placing sgricultursl implements on:the free list. It was repeatedly
steted and not denied thet many of these implements were being sold for export for much
less than for domestic use. But each time the amendment wes defeated, and the duty was
reduced from .20 per cent to 15 per cent. On the 5th of the present month one of the
directors of the International Harvester Compeny, which is commonly known as the harvester
trust, is reported to have said in New York that the compeny hed invested lerge sums in
plants in foreign countde , including Russia, Sweden, Germeny, France end Cenade, some of
which plants are in operation and some under econstruction. That these foreign plesnts repre-
sented an investment of more then 8 million dollers, all of which hes been provided by the
Internationsl Hervester Compeny without any finencim.

"What does this meam? Simply that the means of the Dingley teriff rates end the
consolidation of mmufactorias)%haﬂestar trust has been able to charge such excessive
prices to the American farmer for egricultural implements ‘that. it has accummlated sufficient
money to enable it to construct manufactories in foreign countries, where it can manufacture
agricultrual implements with cheap lebor.

"Nor is this all: This month the International Harvester Compeny has declared
& dividend of 20 million dollars of common stock, without 'tha investment of a single dollar
of money, end thus incressed its common stock from 60 million to B0 million dollers, and th.an
declered & dividend out of last yeer's earnings of 4 per cent on the entire 80 million dollari
of common stock. To prevent such results as this, such transactions in wetered stock, whose
valu+ou1d only be mesintained by excessive prices, was cne of the reasons why the party
promised downward revision of the teriff.

Is it remarkesble that there shall be dissenters in the party,insurgenés if you pleasé
in view of what the party promised and in view of its failurer

#The Republican dissenter of 1909 has no intention of becoming the revolutionist
of 1910. What he demands, all he demends is that the pledge of the Republican party, of
whose history he is proud, and in whése prineciples he lbeliavas, shall be kept and performed
according to its true intent and mesaning.

#If, betwsen Aldrichism end Cennonism on the one hand, and Republicanism on the

other, the struggle is on, we welcome the cmte-st. To your temts, Ohlsraell™
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“(Mr, Vhedon,

/‘ﬁ guest speaker--—gave— reasons for the éx?stence of that factlon

£

h"\

in the National Congress, which is opposed to the domination of Speaker
Cannon) It is doubtful if there was ever an outside speaker invited to
address the Kinsas Day Club who was treated with less cowrtesy than was

Mr, Whedon. The treatment of Mr, Whedon was due to the fact that the banquei
was packed by the standpetters and he made an Insurgent speech. He was
frequently interrupted with cheers for Bryan.

KANSAS DAY BANQUET PROGRAM, Jenuary 29, 1910

GUEST SPEAKER, Chas. O. Wredon, Linccln, Nebraska
"WHY INSURGENTS? (in part)

\\ The convention held in Chicago in 1908 determined thet the time
had arrived, that conditions had so changed that the publiec interest
demand ed the readjustnient and dateration of import duties, and pledged
the party tlereto by this 1angu§§e__7:_!:pserted in the pla tform:

"The Republican pa_rty declares unequivmo.ca]-.ly for the revision of

e tariff by a special session of Congress immediately following the

\ inauguration of the next President." E)““" """ :

In otler words, the party in 1908 declared that the chenge in
conditions mentioned in the platform of 1904 had been accomplished and
that the public interest now demanded a readjustment and an alteration
of import duties. This readjustment and Iﬂlteration referred to coald have
but one meaning; it meant nothing more, nothing less, than a downward
revision of the tariff, Standpatters were those who favored adherence
to the Dingley law and the Dingley rates, Had tle Chicago convention
favored standpatism it would have made Joseph G. Cannon its candidate, and
with him gone down to defeat. He was tlere, his position was well known,
he was in a receptive condition, but his candidacy and what he stood for,
were rejected by the convention.

True, the platform of 1908 does not declare what kind of revision
is to be accompkished, but every one knows what the party meant by the
insertion of this tariff plank in the platform. There was no demand for an
upward revision. It was not pmposed that congress be convened in special
session to rewrite the Dingley law.

Thet the platform was ambiguous in its language as to the kind of
revision intended was conceded; that ambiguity and uncertainty made a
construction and intepprétation of the platform necessary, Who more
competent to construe anl interpret tia t instrument to authoritatively
declare just what it meant thin the candidate standing upon it, the
recognized head of the party? His construction and interpretation would be ‘

|
accepted without gquestion, and so they were accepted, Mr. Taft stated ‘

at Cineinneti in September pricr to his election: "The Dingley law has

www.kansasmemory.org/item/444432 ~ Page 157/914
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ey

18th - 28th Annual Kansas Day M eetings

-=2
1910 Whedon

served the cauntry well but its rates have become generally excessive.
They have become excessive because conditions have changed since its
passage in 1896, Some of the rates are probably too low, due also to
tﬁe change of conditions. But, on the whole, the tariff ought to be
lowered,

On the 24th of the same month he said tlet the people should receive

}V&{r the hand of Congress, 'A genuine and honest revision,...substantially

i —

5

a revis downward, though there will be a few exceptions.'

\ . — ]
11?%13 later he said at Milwaukee: 'On the whole the tariff

ought to be lowered. It 1is my judgment that a revision of the
Republican party will -‘ne, on the whole, a revision downward,'

Much more of the same tenor and to the same effect might be cited
from what was said by the candidate dwing the progress of the campaign,
but sufficient has been guoted to establish beyond question that his construec
tion of the tariff plank in the platform was that it meant a downward
revision. That construction was universal}y accepted by the party, and
upon that platform and upon that construction we went to the country, and
won., And when at the November election of 1908 the electors again
expressed their confidence in the Republican party they did so in the full
belief that the political honor of tte party was pledged to a downward
revision of the tariff by a special session of the congress immediately
following the inauguration o William H. Taft,

Immediately it was known that the Republican party had again
secured control of the executive and legislative departments of the
government under the pledge stated in the platform, those who have amassed

immense fortunes by means of trusts, monopolies and excessive prices of

hr\’ms.n'u.lmc‘t‘.urec'i articles protected by the Dingley tariff law, inaugurated their

¥

campaign to nullify the party pledge, Not wi llingly would they farego
the opportunities they had for a decade enjoyed of adding to their own
possessions, They are gecialists, and their speciality consists in making
money fa themselves. For untiring energy they are unexcelled, It matters
not to them that the party camnot justify when asked why it failed to make
good its promise voluntarily and unequivocally given, They say 'Let the
Republican party look to its own future, we seek present results.®

That class awoke early after the result of the last presidentiasl
election was known and it went not to sleep at all until after the Payme -

Adrich bill had received executive approval and executive benediction in
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the statement that it was 'the best tariff law ever enacted by a Republican
Congress, !

As a preliminary step, in the defeat of what tle perty promised the
country it would do, it was necessary to elect a Speaker of the House
who would give the necessary attention to the selection of the house
members of the conference committee which it was certain would be
appointed. The conference committee which was appointed consisted of 17

- embers, 8 senators and 9 representatives, 11 Republicans and 6 Democrats,
\Mf the 11 Republicans, 10 represented states east of the Mississippi river
and one a state west of that stream., Truly the defenseless heads of the
sugar trust, the tobacco trust, the steel trust, the harvester trust,
and every other trust, were covered by the shadow of the Cannon-Aldrich
wing of the Republican party. It is remarkable that if the Payne -
Aldrieh tariff law is what it has been declared to be, the best ever
enacted by a Republican congress, tmt with a voting majority of practically
50 in the House, and after the exercise of all the influence that could
be brought tor bear In favor of the report on the tariff bill, including tht
of the President, the report of the conference committee should have been
adopted in the house by a majority of only 12 votes, Who believes that
that report would receive a majority of 12 votes today?

"Five of those months have passed, yes nearly six have elapsed since
the approval of the Payne-Aldrich bill, and the people are fast coming to :
know from their own experience what that law s accomplished, Under it,
ir ﬁot because of it, there has occurred the boyeott of a necessary article

};A of food, the first of the kind worthy of the name within the period covered
by the history of the Republican party., Forthe first time in the history
of that party it has become necessary for its political head, the President,
to lﬁalce X personal pledges to a faction of th; party to induce it to enter
the party caucus,.

"What does this mean? Simply that by means of the Dingley tariff rates
and the consolidation of manufactories the harvester trust has been able
to charge such excessive prices to the American farmer for agricultural imple~
menta, that it has accumulated sufficient money to enable\lt 0 construct

manufactories in foreign countries, vhere it can manufacture agricultural
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implement with cheap labor. Nor is thatall: This month the Internaticnal
Harvester Company has declared a dividend of twenty million dollars of common

\"T\ stock, witout'the investment of a single dollar of money, and thus increased
\

L/_—its common stock from sixty million dollars to eighty million dollars, and
then declared a dividend out of last year's earnings of 4 per cent on the
entire eighty million dollars of common stock. To prevent such results as
this, such transactions in watered stock, whose values could only be main-
tained by excessive prices, was one of the reasons why the party promised
downward revision of the tariff.

"Is it remarkable that there shall be dissenters in the party, insurgents
if you please, in view of what the party promised and in view of its failure?
The Republican dissenter of 1909 has no intention of becoming the revelu-

‘\V\/tionist of 1910. What he demends, all he demands is that the pledge of
the Republicen party, of whose history he is proud, and in vhose prineiples
he believes, shall be kept and perfarmed eccarding to its true intent and
meaning.
"If between Aldrichismand Cannonism on the one hand, and Republican-

‘),‘V?p«on the other the struggle is on, we welcome the comtest., "To your tents,

h

Israell'™™
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VYHEDCON DISCOURTEOUSLY TREATED.

It is doubtful if there was ever an outside speaker invited to address
the Kansas Day club who was treated with less courtesy than was Mr, Whedon,
He was all but howled down time after time and had it not been for a strong
pair of lungs and detemination, he would never have finished his address,
The treatment of Mr. Whedon was due to the fact that the banquet was packed
by the standpatters and Mr, Whedon made an insurzent Speech.

Frequently he was interrupted with cheers for Bryan.

Time after tiwe Republicans interrupted him by shouting denials of Xxx
assertions he made, In spite of all the uproar and charges that he was out
of the party he finished his address and acquitted himself ereditably.

There was one speaker whose name did not appear on the program but
who made a fimm standpat speech which aroused the enthusiasm of the gathered
Republicans, Apter waving the stars and stripes, Dincan E. McKinley,
Congressman from the San Francisco distriet in California, launched into a
tariff talk. He stated that there were more laboring men employed in the
United States now than ever before and that the wages were hi gher thane ver
before. He paid a tritte to each of the standpat Congressmen and
Segnator Cutis,

"Hgw about Murdock?" some one shouted,

"Mr. Murdock," he said, "is one of the brightest and squarest men in
the National Congress.

"How about Bristow?" some one asked.
"I spoke of Bristow,"” said McKinley, "I do not know the gentleman personally
but I esteem and honor him for the reputation he has."

Mr. MeKinky told of the campaign he has been making in Missouri in asdst
ingx in the election of a new Congressman.

"{find it hard work meeting the arguments of the Democrats," he said, |
"when they read from the Congressional Record statements made by Senators

and Congressmen who are not in accard with the national administration.™

In speaking of thernew tariff law eand its relation to the party plat-
form made in Chicago, he said:

"Congress has glven a substantial compliance with every pledge made
in the Republicen platform,

"There never was a time when the principle of protection should be

more carefully protected than now,"
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In proof of this Mr. Mckinley gave a history of the commercial growth
of Japan and other Asiatic countties. He told how they were driving
Americen-made goods from the markets of the world because of the cheapness
of labor in those countries. He predicted that the time would come when,

in order to meet the competition of these, countries, it would become

¢ omme rce,
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THE STANDARD LIFE ASSOCIATION woxssmsson

J%ﬁ ﬁk;uuuwsztﬂ&:&n&msfﬁmﬂ%

GED. R. ALLEN 614 NATIONAL BANK OF TOPEKA BUILDIND

MATIONAL PRESIDENT TOPEKA, KANSAS

Oct. 7, 1940
Miss Gertrude Ackerman,
¢/o Hotel Commission,
State House, Topeka, Kansas.

Dear 1

Referring to our recent telephone conversation
about Mr. Montgomery, secretary of the Kansas Day Club
in 1910, please be advised that by Inquiry I have learned
that Mr. Montgomery died in Washington, D. C. a good many
years ago. His brother, Paul Montgomery, is now with The
Topeka Capitsl.

I presume 1t was the custom for the outgolng
secretary to turn all papers and addresses over to his
successor in office. I do not now recall who succeeded
Mr. Montgomery as secretary of the Kensas Day Club, but
you, no doubt, have that Information. I do not think 1t
likely, however, that succeeding secretaries would have
preserved papers running back that far.

Good luck to you in your quest for the missing
addresses!

Cordially yours,

.
. - 7 A7
e o AC A

GRA:G \EZ
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o Ames Daily Tribune

UNIVERSAL IN THE AMES TERRITORY

Ames, lowa

W. 5. RUPE
FUBLISHER

July £0, 1940
HOLLIS J. NORDYKE
BUSINESS MAMAGER

Gertrude Ackerman
State House
Topeka, Kansas

My dear Gertrude:

I was attending a political convention
Friday at Burlington and spent the night with Nell
Leibengood.

We were talking about all of you folks
and enjoyed ourselves very much.

I am very sorry but I have never saved a
speech in my life., Maybe I will see you one of these
days and enjoy a few minutes' visit.

It was mighty good to hear from you again.
Singerely yqurs,

b v d i

W, S, Rupe
Publisher

wsr/mlw
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Amed fbadq Tnibune
UNIVERSAL IN THE AMES TERRITORY

Ames, lowa

ot November 12, 1940

FUBLIBHER

HOLLIS J. NORDYKE
BUBINESS MANAGER

Miss Gertrude Ackerman
State House
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Miss Ackerman: ~——

For the“life of me I can not find the
copy of the talk so what you sent will have to doe. :

I am hopingtratl the contest shows you
in but looksbbad from what we are hearing up here.
I was proud of Kansas on the ¥ote for president.

I hope to be in Topeka some of these
days and sece part of the old bunch for there must
be quite a few of you there.

Sincerely yours,

(RS e

W. S. Rupe
Publisher

wsr/mlm
Encl.
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