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Thisis an undated three page article by Louis Palenske titled, "The Pony Express." Palenske was very
well-traveled, and he devel oped a fondness for the American West, the subject of his panoramic photography. The
Pony Express, which moved mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, California using a series of relay
horseback riders, was a subject of great interest to Palenske. The Pony Express only operated for nineteen months
from April of 1860 through October of 1861. Funded by the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission through the Kansas State Historical Records Advisory Board.
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N THE POWY EXPRESK g
i Ey L.Palenske,

As an illustration,will aﬁp?y the Missouri River as the dividing line;
to the east,the "ax" played guite an irportant implémentin clearing the virgin
s0il; while tc the west,the"pony" p aycd ae important a part as the ax did to
the east, The Indians,with their ponies had already displayed the usefulness
of the pony, Vhite men after having crossed the Wissouri.soon accustomed
themselves to conditions which would have puzzeled the tree-levelers during
the davs of Dunial Toone. Horses were broken to the saddle, Riders raced
with the coyote and thg deer in speed, The earliest deeds of the new frontier
were mostly domineered by men on horseback, If a message was to be delivered,
man and horse stood ready at corrand, Long befere the arrival of the cowboy,
the West had developed a school of riders,hardened apainst szddle fatiguejwho
were always cager for some new trial of their skill and endurance.

¥it Careon,the famous scout aad puide for Capt, John C,¥remont,and others;
mide seversl record-breakine rides between Santa Fe,New Vexico,and Tnde enden-
dence, Vo, 2nd other poiats, ¥.X,Aubrey,s noted frontiers man,also had demon-
strated what could be done in getting over "space" with & good hurse, Calscn
rade a trip from Fent's Fort,600 miles west of Independence, No,,in six days;
and Aubrey rode from Santa #e,Vew ¥Vexico,to Independence, 900 miles In 8 days,
And there vwere other records equally as good,or better. The endurence of a
man on horseback was well kqown,whieh in a way was considered in formulating
the Pony Express,

The most long-sustained and grueling test of Western horseman's stumina was
soon to come. Trousands of Californians,cut off from the east by waste of
sage,desert and mountains,zere desperately homesick. They wanted letters
from home &nd news of the world,without the delays attendent upen steamship
delivery plus re-handl ng at the Tsthmus of Panama. These Californlans had
vrought good trails with their s’ ow-moving ox-teamsy-coming there; why then,
could not the mnst direct of these trails be used as a lane of postel comuni-
cation?

Put in considering that ouestion,one must remember there were two sides te
Ye considered at that tire, The preasure from California was well-founded;but
just at that time,the South and the North were qﬁarliwg - the South even

threatened to SHECEDE? That in itself,one would believe,was the most import-

ant. So it came about that to please the Californians; A PRIVATL COEPANY

ANGID AME INSTALL®D TH OV FXIRESS, The Gevernment was too busy at ihat

time to give it much attention. Congress,with the staggering question of
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b]averyifinally doubtful of the experiment,subsidized an infrequent service
gcoffed at as the "Jackass-meil" between California and the Mormon settlement
at Salt Lake City; and a few creaking wagons carried an occasional mail to
Independence,¥o. and return; and both contracts were scon annulled and a stage
line,under a more generous subsidy,was installed, This mail route,chosen in
the face of protests,extended thru the Southwest,and was nearly a thousand
miles too long. (it passed thru 5,5, ¥ansas,Oklahoma,Texas, iew kexico,Arizona
thru Southern California,up to Sun Francisco) It ag:gg1li e time as against
steumer--Isthmian delivery.

California was more than impatient, The delay in getting mail was engendering
suspicion and discontent, The main route of the pioneers was direct enough -
why was it not used? Then came a tire when the horeeman and his pony was called
upon, The Pony Express Was formed?nearly a hundred riders and many hundred
horses were nitted apainst Father Time in a race which is unique in Wodern
History, As time went on,the question between the North and the South became
more and more acite,and less attention was given to the demands of the Cali-
fornians bv the Postal Department. Therefore,the Pony FXpress was not organiged
aB a Covernment institution, 7Jt is said that one may search the recorde of

& Congress for the vears 1860 and 1761 and you will find only one or two brief
references to the frontiers fast wail,then functioning,

Private enterprise built and maintained the Fony Express,and kept it going
through every wonth of the year,at a menetary loss. The “pony" us it was soon
effecticnately called,was one of the outward expressions of a certain business
audacity which was commen at the time. At that time,there was so much excite-
ment going on, war in the East,and taking ouf‘go‘d in the weat, Xen in the
whirl of frontier activities in the Vest, seldom stopped to figure costs. The
mines vere paving - the wenlth of the new,raw West was inexhaustible. Fantastic
schemes lost all respect of distortion. Men plunged,and,if they lost,were game
in defeat, The Pony Express could not have been born in any other era,

Then the telerraph line had reached Placerville,and the lest horse galloped
into Sscramento,with ites end elose on ite heels,au failure was poated on the
record - cne of those few finaneial failures,which can be translated into
terms of CILORY.

Por nearly two years the curiers of the Fon; Express flitted back and forth
between Nissouri and California, GCometimes they carried messages on which
hung the fate of the Wation, eyond the Westward-creeping telegraph-~line,
{vhieh was then being eonstructed the Pony ¥xpress brecught the first news of

battles,as well as other Zastern events,very interesting to Californians,
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ditors in California looked at their watckes and wondered if the Pony would
be "on time"with the latest newe about the Sivil* Wer,as it was at that time
rageing, And newspapers in the Fast would wonder and hope to give the latest
nevs from California and the "mines", Wall Street at that time,wsas also harvesi-
ing from the events that had been going on since 1849,

The Pony Exprees seldom failed those who so anxiously avaited its arrival;
like a shuttle it wove back and forth across & 2000 mile loom, If a horse
gave ont and died,the rider seized the foam=-covered conteiner of mail, and
staggered on foot to the next relay station, Indians,outlaws,viizzards and
c¢loudburste were only a few of the dangers tc face along the way,but the MAIL
TENT THRU, The shuttle had to be kept moving, Vhat it wove into the pattern
of American life will be adnired ae long as ve care for such things as ad-
venture,romance and rugred devotion tc duty.

Since then,many towns have grown up where many Pony Express riders bunked
with scarcely more of ghelter and eccnfort than a badger in its burrow, The
trails along which the hocfe of the ponies shot "fire" have been lest in a

maze of cultivated farm

(1]

» Records have been distroyed and many of the names
of ridere have been forgotten; yet - it was only in "Yestérduf‘s-t?ili&ht,th&t

this all heppened."
{(To be continued)

In the next,I expect to give names of riders,stations,and where
they vere locuted etc, and alseo the cutline of the route, ete, ete.
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