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Several addresses written and given by James Stanley Emery. He spoke to a number of audiences at Kansas
universities and clubs on religion, history, and other similar topics. James Stanley Emery was born in Franklin
County, Maine in 1826. Educated at Waterville College, he was admitted to the bar in New Y ork in 1854.
Involved with the New England Emigrant Aid Company, Emery came to Kansas with the second party of
immigrants to ensure that it became an anti-slavery state when it entered the Union. He worked in numerous states
for the cause through the following years. Emery was a member of the Leavenworth constitutional convention and
served on the Kansas Legislature in 1862 and 1863. He was alawyer and also worked as ajournalist for the New
York Daily Times. President Abraham Lincoln appointed Emery U.S. District Attorney for Kansasin 1864. In
1891 he was president of the Kansas State Historical Society. Emery died in Lawrence in 1899.
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wy subject:
History and His@tricel Couposition.

Ours is a young state end hence we arc chief4ly concerned in all
we are doing in the State Historiesl Sceiety, with the beginnings and
the c¢rigins o¢f things. So, for some thirty years sinee this Sgciely
was founded we have listened at all cur annuel meetings tc papers and
speeches about the first things whieh Kensas did assfé"terteu out in her
territorial career in 1854, These papers, these speeches, and un-
ruliberer printed documents, muuerous personal recitals of individusl
experiences in the first settlewent of the territory, together with a

collecticn of portraits, drawings, and paintings of both men and things¥,

all erowned with an i..ense newspaper bureau---iucked ' away in quartegs
all toc narrew and eircumseribed---all these seccumulations of the past
thirty years, go to the eredit eseccunt of our work as a societly.
ﬂ‘l‘his feature cf our dcings seews now quite cunplete. When we shall
have catalogued what we have gotien together so thet the student Lay
gain ready access Lo the varicus sources of the particuler inforwsticn
he nay be in quest of, then tnis Sceiety will have securely laic the
corner stone ofth%—splendid edifice whici thuse whe shall ecie after
us, are tc earry on tc ecupleticn, This Sceiety is to-day 8 gatherer,
it will scuetime beccme a builder.
Historical work is never dene and finished up, ready tc‘ne laic

away as a8 job completed. Just as lcng as human sceiety goemsn;—just
80 long historical material aceuvnuletes and piles up, so to spesk.

And this is only saying that "Pclitics to-day becomes history {omerrow
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The State Historical Seciety of Kansas will not have coupleted its
legitimatie wcrk’and wilf?ﬁgve finally discharged its trust tc .ur peo-
plepnd io the stete, wh en it shall have garnered up na safely de-
posited in its archives. full and exhaustive data of all ihat has been
done in Kensas in the last generaticn and & quarter. We are yet in
ihe infaney of thfrgs in our state, and th1s Sceiety is enlisted in a
work that has no end.

It is destined to lead in stinmlaliﬂ3 historieal studdes in the
entire Miss¢ ri valley. It is to bhelp do for this wast mediterranean
region of ecuntry we inhabit, what like organizaticns have aijded in
aceomplishing elsewnere. It is said that 'inhnunmer, variety, exient,
and atiracticns of histcrical work now offerea at Harvard University,
that instituticn rivals the great schocls of the old worla.. The
Anericen student need no longer gu adrcad for his instruetion in
either our cown or European hist ay. The first Historieal Scgeiety in
the United States had its howe in Bosion, hard by tnis venerable insti-
tuticn, anclihe influence of that picneer socieiy upon advanced his-
torical study and cori_inal research hes been mest L.arked.

A similar work for the Mississigoi Valley is Lo be done through
sque agency. What organizaticn is os well equippe c as curs to do
its full shere in that wcrk. We, setilers in the trans—MississippL
regicn, are a pecple largely interested in eccnomie gquestions., His-
tory is with us to beccle more eccnomie, and eecnomics to become mere

histerical both in object and methced.
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s i i g 3 il i in 8l1 our eal
The chair of Awerican histury is the foreucst cne in 1 Er
schocls which are kept up fully abreast of the tiwes. You &g WhC @A-%
eollege wen before we to-night, can go back ¢ ine Liue you reeited

annals of aneient Grecisn and Roman history during your ccllege courses

for a few weeks, and were afterwards turned cut int¢ the world as
liberally eduveated len, Histury held the back seat in those days.
But all this kind of thing is past in ocur present educaticnal methods.
Those teachers whese nawes are on the lips of wen oftenest as advanced
scholers, at Ann Arbor, et Cornell, at Harvard, and Johns Hopking,are
the professors in historieal study at these several instituticns.

Nor ean we be at all surprised at this high rank historical pur-
suits have gained in popular regard and esieem, That brilliant essey-
e€st---Macaulay, has saia "to bei%eally great historian is perhaps the
rarest of intellectual distineticns.®

We note also, in ihis cemnecticn ,that the Bureau of Edueaticn at
Washington is deWoting umen study and attentiun to Awerican education-
al history in the different states, ana sowe dozen circulars of infor-
mation by way of contributicns to thnis histury, have alre ady been
issved by the cuuuissicner in charge, bul edited by the distinguisnea
prufesser of history in the Jenls Hopkins Uniwersity, Mr. Adaus.

Kindrer to¢ this interest manifested by ihe Washingt cn governwent
in Gur educaticgnal history, I may notice the revival cf hrchaeologi-
cal studies, and the present popular interest awskened in excavating
for lost pities and in bringing tv light the buried secrets of the

past.
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fEQerything thi?pertains tc the past occupancy by wen of .ur planet, is
now beiny dug up--iurned over--studied--classified and stored away for
reference and instrueticn. Movea by what 1 like tc¢ designate as the
historical sentiiwent of cur nature, no liwmil is being pleced upcn the
outlay of both brain and merey to disccmer and find cut what wan has
been deuing iﬁffhe past.

Since the tiwe that the childlike races, high up in the table lands
of central Asia, first looked out upon the objects of their senses,
and naturally fell to inspeciing whatever was most noticeanle in the
skiegs above them, or in the *ﬁ@ss of nature about thew, there has Ween
ne hour when mankind has seewed so anxicus to peer in to the past, and
alsc te-gain & gliwpse of thne futurg,as now.

Two hundred and one years ago, the first local Jisterical assceia-
ticn was founded in the United Staes. I need not say this was on
ihe shores of Massachusetis Bay. It larked ihe beginning of a new
pPhése in American histocry--a beginning that has since grown, till to-
day all the forencst states have lceal organizaticns similar to our
own. The upliftih& influence of that lgeal historical Sceiety has
been most signifieant. If we direet attenticn t¢ what has Deen re-
garded as the classical perieod of Auerican historieal literature--the
the early part of the present century--"we find curselves ecnfront ed
with a striking faet of gecgraphieal distributicn. If we tried tc¢
naie the ten prineipal historical writers af ihat pericd we should
find thet seven or eight of them were Massachusetits wen of olg New

England famlies, bprn in, or near, Besion, and graduates at Harvard
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¥
tﬂ'l’here is one spot ef a few acres in Caubridge," says Prof. Jaweson in

his new book, *The History of Historical Writers in America,4 “upon
W ich three of the most eminent historical scholars of the last gene-
ration dwelt, and upon which have dwelt three of the most prominent
historical writers of our time,*

The ‘hought at bottom, in the literary pursuits and hisGfrical
studies of those who achieved this high distinetion for the state of
Massachusetts, has been a study of our natiocnal life, That result
that manifested itself in the grest anti-slavery struggle in New Eng-
land, was in the light of these facts, an entirely natural result,
They had kept the li_hts burning, and when the great war came on in
1861, a company of men and women too, arcse in thﬁtseation of our
ecmmon country, who made history and wrote ittoo, in a sense so strik-
ing and peculiar as to have attracted the attention of the eritical
world, These people oi-ﬁam,égthe lesson of Americal history--which is
a lesson of love of liberty--in poetrya~in art#sand in--song,

What may be consider=d the beginning of organized efforts in the

study of our own history, centers in &nd about local csocieties in the
various states, like our own in Kansas, Certain of these organizatio_ns

have achisved little, while others have done muchy ®Some are lifeless,
or, like Pope and Pagan in Bunyan’s Allegory, are tcothlessly mumbling

over and over again the same innutritious materials; some that seem
full of activity diregt that activity toward any but the most seien-
tifie ends,® But they have, each and all, been school masters to 1eaol
the popular mind in the variocus states, to a consideration of the
elaims of historical eculture,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/440206 ~ Page 778/1289
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
James Stanley Emery speeches

e
as useful to the state,and as calculated to foster real patriotism
among all elasses of our citizens,

But what is history--one may most pertinently ask, and what is
correet historical composition,

This query is not an unimportant one to be made in this hasty dis-
eussion, Most people have their notions as to what history is, and
they have a common idea as to how @t is generallly made up and put in-
to books.and other enduring forms; and yet iM truth history is not tie
simple matter we commonly conceive it to be, and historical compositinn
exacts the highest art and the rarest of scholarly attainments of
every one who would write history 8So as to please, to instruet, and to
be read,

“It is a science' says one, It is a fiction agreed upun* said
Napoleon. To his friend who wished to while away the enforeced leis-
ure of Sir Rob’t Walpole, by reading history aloud to him, the premier
exclaimeds Read me anything except history, I know that isn’t trues.

(o frad fepee for 19 gears e
This was the opinion of a man wh’d}‘uls prime minister of England,

Now-a-days it is in order to speak of history as a science and in
our higher institutions of learning it is put in the eurriculum along
side of '‘political economy, or souiolog&, to use & newer term, to be
studied together, But Mr.Froude ridicules the idea of joining to-
gether the words science and history. He thinks history is like a
child’s box of letters, with which we can spell any word we please,

He thinks history should-be written like a drama, for hie says it is

nature’s dramé, ~—~_

IR L e o e
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It repeats one lesson and only one, with entire distinetness, and that

lesson is that the world is built somehow on moral foundations; that

in the long run, it is well with the good; in the long run, it is i1
with the wicked, and all this No more Science than it was when teught
as an old doectrine by the Hebrew prophets, With him history address
es the understanding less than the higher emotions; by its study we

learn to sympathize with the what is good and to hate what is base,

It is a voice forever sounding across the centuries the laws of right
and wrong. But we can draw no horoscopes from its lesson, nor assume

to prediet what fruits reformations, and revolutdns will bear, He

)
wauld:-have no philosophy of bistory, arxd he intimates the best way to
write hist"g:y‘ i§ to make a bock containing only premises, leaving tne
reader to draw his own conelusions and gather up his own lessons,

He closes his brilliant essay by sayving that the riddle of man’s na-
ture will forsver remein unsclved, Mr. Frogude is no pessimist, and
yet the world would derive but small bénefit from a study ©f the past
were his views and methods our sSole guide, Because the riddle «
human life may never be understood fully here, the lessons of that
life can be none the less instruetive,

The hisfpian Macaulay declared for the dramatic style uaif’ histori-
eal composition, With that brilliant writer, the art of historical
narration is the art of interestins the affecticns of the reader and df
prea--ti pictures to his imagination, Perfectly and abhsolutely

true, history cenift be, * A history in which every particular instance

may be true, may on the whole be false.* It sbegins in novel and
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