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2 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
Room X-2, Federal Building
Topeka, Kansas IN REPLY REFER TO

November 16, 1945

o8
Cra

Mr. J. €. Mohler, Secretary
State Board of Agriculture
State House

Topeka,Kansas

Dear Mr. Mohler;

In complying with my promise to you this morning, I am submitting
to you some information which, in the main, is positively correct regard-
ing my residence in Kansas on the land that my father's and mother's people
settled in the early '50's. To go just a little farther back, I will state
that on my mother's side of the family they were ell from some place in
northern Missouri.

My mother's father was in the group of i9ers that went to the
California gold fields, and he was gone three years without a word of in-
formation from him back to his family; however, he returned with $10,000
in gold nuggets, but his health was impaired through hardships he endured.
He died soon after his return to Missouri.

My mother's mother died shortly afterwards, leaving her an orphan
at the age of thirteen years. She was mothered by an aunt of the name of
Todhunter. She had two brothers and one sister, who were orphaned and came
with the group to Kensas.

In 1853 the men folks of this family came to Douglas County, Kensas
and filed on leand approximetely two miles south of Lecompton. They built
saveral cebins and dug a well, which never has failed in 90 years, at the
side of one of the cabins on a quarter of land which my mother pre-empted
from the Government in the Territory of Kensas. The men folks returned to
Missouri in the fall and brought the entire family with fine saddle horses,
peach seeds, tobacco, ammunition, corn meal, andother farm seed for planting
the following spring. They brought their wives and relation with them in
the early spring of 185l, by ox team back to the cabins.

. My mother lived on this quarter section of land her entire life,
} and I have lived on this same quarter of lasnd and live there today. It has
always been in the possession of myself and my ancestors. The title today
J shows only the trensfer to myself from my father and mother and their heirs.

My father came to Kansas follcwing the Civil War, after serving
four years in the Union Army - nine months of which was in a Confederate
Prison in the South. He attended Lane University in Lecompton, Kansas,
which is probebly next to the oldest University in the State of Kansas,
if not the oldest.
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| My father met my mother in the University and married her during his
attendance there.

I could relate many, many interesting instances I heard at my mother's
knees that ococurred in Kansas when the question of pro-slavery and free-
state were the big issue around Lecompton, which was the Territorial Capitol.
It developed to the point that any new immigrents took sides on the question
end it was necessary that the President of the United Stetes send in Union
soldiers and march in betwser the two factions to maintain order.

I will be glad to furnish additional irformation and prodf of my state-
ments, if you so desire,

Yours very sincerely,

//é/@ 'fﬂﬂg/fm?’ﬂ

George L. McCarty
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December 6, 1945

Hon, J, C, Mohler, Secy.
Kansag State Board of Agriculture
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Jake:

I have looked over the story of the people who
have 1ived continuously on our farms in Kangag, but I
believe the McFarland family of Olathe has the clearest
and best record. They have 1ived on the farm since
October 1gt, 1860, Only father and mother and children
have occupled the farm home.,

Francis McFarland entered this land on the lgt day
of October, 1860, He and his zood wife lived there and reared
their children, and father, mother and some of the children
gied there. One son and three daughters still make it their
ome,

The fine, o0ld, cut-stone house, great blue-grass
lawn, shaded by huge trees and the fertile acres all about,
make 1t one of the outstanding homes in Kansas and nobody
but the original McFarlands have ever owned the place, No
cousins, no collateral relatives of any kind, have ever owned
the proverty.

I don't believe any record 1g as clear as that one.
Eighty-five years occupancy by the father, mother and children.
I don"t think 1t can be beat,

Yours very truly,
FBANK HO
FH: g qfﬁréizj?g¢»17

/S, Havs. pold
Hor ,afzmﬁiﬁ
s
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0ld farming metheds, 90th wheat crop.
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1857

F. B. Maris,
Nertonville, Kansas. / ;/,u.a._ap
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1861 C. F. Miller

Ft. Scott, Kansas !mn
Interesting personality
' TMENTS
v woa2et & National Ave, :: Phone 41
FORT SCOTT, KANSAS
Nov. 6,1945,

¥r.J.C.Mohler,

Secretary State Board of Agriculture,
Topeka,

Kanssg.

Dear Mr.Mohler:-

The C.F.Miller Farms,(three quarter sectlons) can qualify
in your quest for "A Kansas Farm owned or operated continuously,by the
game Kansas Family for the last 75 years" . The C.EF.Miller Farms,3 miles
North of Fort Seott,have been in the killer Family 84 Years., = The Original
Patents for these three Quartergd Sections,were igsued to Jonathan G.Miller,
( Father of C,F.)' 1in 1861, and are signed:«"Abrahanm Lincoln,
the United States,by W)C.Stoddari,ﬁecratary". Jonathan G.Miller served 1n R4 |

the X ansas Legislature in 1864,

C.F.Mlller,the sonf ,reealls a past acquaintance with you.
For many years"CoF" 'as he 1is called,was in the Implement Rusiness in Fort
Scott,and in this way,contacted the Farmers or Bourbon County. He helpea

Organize Lue Farmer' s Institute ,and was itg Secretary for

This was the forerunner of the Farm Bureau. He was interested in producing

better corn,and in developing Sweet Clover 48 g feed for cattle,and in this
vay contacted your Department. You dubbed him "The Father of Sweet Clover in
Kansas". Test plots were operated on this land,unier gupervigion of the

Agricultural Department of the College at Manhatten,

One of the things in which he was most interested,was the
developement of @ood Roadsf, in Bourbon County and South Eastern Kansas,
This led to the Movement for the First Good Roads Asgoclation,for tne State

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

P resident of

seven years.

of Kansas. Mr.Miller wasg elected and served two terms ag 1lts First President

Mr.Miller retired from active business in 1925,but he etill
gets enthusiastic over Good Roads, Good Dairy Cattle,@o0d Corn, and enjoys
telling about his corresponience with Luther Burbank and Jake Mohlier, in

regard to tne value of #8c#% Sweet Clover

May you two fine men meet again, sometime in the future.

Cordially,

S Bl o
Wy @,G’?_) ;’c:w @’WM 5464» }W)

:é;iﬁ ,%g::é;ﬁﬁ;/ 4%:iﬂpr4L%LﬁL~
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5o C. F. MILLER
l INVESTMENTS
Milrose Building :-: Wall Street & National Ave. :: Phone 41
FORT SCOTT, KANSAS
Nov. 6,1945,

¥r.J.C.Mohler,

Secretary State Board of Agriculture,
Topeka,

Kansags.

Dear Mr.Mohler:-

The C.F.Miller Farms,(three quarter sections) can qualify

in your quest for "A Kansas Farm owned or operated continuougly
same Kangas Family for the last 75 years" . The C.F.Miller Farm
North of Fort Scott,have been in the killer Family 84 years, = T
Patents for these three guarterﬂ Sections,were igsued to Jonatha
( Father of C.F.)' 1in 1861,and are slgned :~"Abraham Lincoln,P re
the United States,by W.0.8toddard,Secretary", Jonathan G.Miller
the K ansas Legislature in 1864,

C.F.Miller,the sonf ,recalls a past acquaintance
For many years"C«F% 'as he 1s called,was ir the Implement Busines

Scott,and in this way,contacted the Farmers 01 Beurbon County. He helpea

Organize Lue Farmer' s Institute ,and was itg Secretary for seve
Th?a was the forerunner of the Farm Buresu. He was interested i
better corn,and in developing Sweet Clover as a feed for catitle
way contacted your Department. You dubbed him "The Father of Swe
Kangas". Test plots were operated on this land ,under supervision
Agricultural Department of the College at Manhatten.

One of the things in which he was most interested,
developement of @ood Roadsf, in Bourbon Courty and South Easter
This led to the Movement for the First Good Roads Association,fo

of Kaneas. Mr.Miller was elected and served two terms as its Fi

Mr.Miller retired from active business In 1925, but
gets enthuslastie over Good Roads, Good Dairy Cattle,800d Corn,

regard to the value of #@ec#% Sweet Clover
May you two fine men meet again, sometime in the fu

Cordially,

A C)) .
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No date-- More than 75years

George Minns
McPherson
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W MOORE HOMESTEAD.
T Wwillism H, Moore came from Marlington West Virginis and settled

'( 'ﬂt Fredonia, Kensas,wherthe was a photographer,at which place he
:.;;_5\\ met the Samuel Fry family from Watseka Ill.
q:;5 p‘f/’ He sold his property at Fredonis and homesteaded land near
ﬂgyﬁ>///;rkansas City, Kansae,In the year IB70. Fhis land is described &s
| Lots I0 2nd II in Sect. 5, Twp. 25 Range 4 E. conteaming £€¢ sascres

and lying south of the Arkansas river.The deed to this land was
from the Government and signed by Pres. U.S5.Grant.
In exchange of land he scquired an adjacent I7 acres in Sec. €
Twp.35 R.4 B. making a total of I06 acres.
After building & house on his claim,he returned to Fredonia in
I871 where he married Miss Tovicy Fry, end they came directly

to his homestead.
In I879 the family consisting of father,mother snd three
ehildren . went to Silver Cliff ,Colorsdo,at which place William
H. Moore died Dec. Ib I879. His Widow with the children, s sen sxnd
two deughters, returned to the homestead where she remained until
her death Dec.I4 I893. The three young people continued to
regide at the farm home,
In 1903 the son acqgired full ownership of the farr where
he and his wife resided for e number of years, and at Fhie time,
it is owned by Mr. and Mrs, Albert P.(Bert ) Moore.
This farm has,at times,been in the hands of tenants. And
continuously so for the past £5 years. The first tenant was in
1879, when William H. Moore's brother-in-law, Walter Fry had
charge until 1882, Mr.Pry then went to Galif.,where‘iu later
yeare he was in Gov, Berviee in Sequoia &nd Gen. Grant Natddnal
Parks. He became the first civilian Supt. following the last
military Supt.,Gen. Hugh S.JOhnason.

Judge Pry is co-suthor of & book,"BL& wLuiis", 1
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The present tenant is the Q.G.Stockton family, well known

in Rodeo circles.
July 1929

ok = . 2
: Phis farm obtsined much publie notice in

1 - 1 £ 2 A fwaway leadine
when & 7 in rain emlarged the diteh along the drivewsy leading

from public road to the houee,exposing the bones of a pre-

historic elephant.

mH.¥

The Late T.H.Martin,Psleowelogist,at K.U. with thregX.U.

students, wkthx one of whomewas Claude W. Hibbard now

Dr, Hibbard Curstor of XK,U. lluseum spent two weeks

and preparing the foseil for gshipment.

A part of the specimen is ou display at the museum.

Winfield, Kansas.
ucc,pglIQQL.

) S ,.
By —  [Bed Porova
2
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L. B. Burt, Vice President 0. G. CoLweLL, President E. M. O'CarracHan, Treasurer
Huriry Orvo, Vice President Mamie SHearor Laxe, Secretary
W. H. Ronpiris, Vice President Wi Hurxtiar Minves, Asst. Secretary

THE PREFERRED FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY
TOPEKA, KANSAS

R. E. MORGAN
Klmbﬂ[[,. Kansas Kimba 11 Tan F ]T(‘.-‘V‘. = e B o

I saw in +the Chmaute Tribune tha* you were

amilyv +ha+ ovme A o T ope -,'1:-?’4--'};-! a, f."‘-_f?'_"T"'l

in Kensas for 75 years., My father moved on a farm in

+his county Oet, 10-1869 His +wo sons s+ill own %*he farm

m1 1 : P mmad o ) +her Dr
g mvael T 6 TroTnIelX I
e’ 1ls mYy se LL Il ULy DX 410 L L

fix:
SE= of See 35x27x20

My wifes father +ook a claim +he gpring of 1869 SEX of 1-28-20

She owns 60 acres of that farm,

1’169 Ra E. Mo rgan
Heosho County

Lend owned by family, but not sure they
live there.
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