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Assembled collection of correspondence from the State Board of Agriculture after they solicited information
relating to pioneer families who have owned and occupied the same Kansas farms for seventy-five years or more.
The request was related to the board's 75th anniversary of existencein 1946. The correspondence is organized
alphabetically by surname, and there is one folder of printed material including newspaper articles and a copy of

the Board's Diamond Jubilee meeting program with a chronological list of those families occupying the same
farms.

Date: 1945 - 1947

Callnumber: State Board of Agriculture History Coll. #592B
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 42156

Item Identifier: 42156
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38[0) 0L NVanoor are recelved,
the curfew will remam suspended

H%NTS A KANSAS FARM

Mohler Wants to Fmd One Held
By Same Family 75 Years

Topeka, Nov. 1. (P—A search
for a Kansas farm, owned or oper- |:
ated continuously by the same Kan-
sas family for the last 75 years,
was opened today by J. C. Mohler

~ secretary of the state board of ag-
riculture.

Mohler saId he intended to use|
the information in connection with | j
the diamond jubilee 2nnivarsary of
the state board at its annual meet- |
ing here January 9, 10, and 11. |

s

Trainloads of livestock and -used
farm implements have been sold
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1057
Chas.,Chester, and Fred Howard,
Lawrence, Kansas.

Family came overlend from Michigen.
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1257 William Hughes
Lawrence, Kansas

Three germations. Present house built in
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Mrs. Francis G. Hughes
Rural Route Two
Lawrence, Kansas
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1854
(Mrs. L. T, Huss

. Tl ey
Anderson Bedwell, i

iami CO'll.Ilt,y
; BEDWELL FAMILY

In 1854 Anderson & Ellzabeth Bedwell came to Kansas
and settled in Miami County (then known as Lykins County)
on land bou%ht from the Shawmee Indians, known as the "Five
Tribes Land"« They bullt a large stone house and reared
a family of ten children.

After the death of Mr. & Mrs, Anderson Bedwell the
oldest son, Jonathan and his wife took over the farm and
lived there until their death. Johathen was 89 years old
at the time of his death, since which time two of his sons,
Fred and Will Bedwell have lived on the same farm, in the
stone homse which 1s in a falr state of preservation,

(Mrs. L. T. ) Elizsbeth Hussey

Granddaughter of Anderson Bedwell
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HISTORY OF THE BEDWELL FAMILY

In 1854 Anderson & Elizabeth Bedwell came to Kansas
and settled in Miami County (then known as Lykins County)
on land bou§ht from the Shawnee Indians, known as the "Five
Tribes Land". They bullt a lerge stone house and reared
a family of ten children,

After the death of Mr, & Mrs, Anderson Bedwell the
oldest son, Jonathan and his wife took over the farm and
lived there until thelr death. Johathan was 89 years old
at the time of his death, since which time two of his sons,
Fred and Will Bedwell have lived on the same farm, in the
stone house which is in a falr state of preservation,

(Mrs. Lo Te ) Elizabeth Hussey

Granddaughter of Anderson Bedwell
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1856

N. @cohnson,
Randolph, Kansas

1870

Frank A Velen,
Cleburne, Kansas.
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John B. Jones
Abilene, Kansas

n same farm 75 years.
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1870 James Keefe
Leavenworts gouy ty

st.Louis, Mo. Nov 5,1945,

lir. J.C.lohler,
Secretary of State Board of
Agriculture, Topeka, Kansas.

Dear ldr.Secretary:

I note from news item of November 1lst,1945, from Topeka, that you
are seeking names of either onership or continuocus operation by
the same family for 75 years of Kansas farming lands.

On February 5, 1870, my father (James Keeffe, later became known
as James O'Keefe) purchased from George Partridge and Clarence C.
Partridge, his wife, of the City and County of St.Louis, Missouri,
2 tract of land situated in Leavenworth County, towit-,

The East half (1/2) of the Southeast quarter (1/4) of
Section 19, Township 11, Rapge 22, East of the 6th P.l.,
containing 80 acres more or less;

which land came to my sisters and myself after the death of our
mother, and has and is still owned and held by direct heirs.

iy father also purchased on October 31,1881, from Lucian Eaton snd
Hannah Eaton his wife, of St.Louis, Missouri, an ad joining 80 acres,
and on November 3, 18845. he purchased from the same partiss

an additional 79 acres, one acre having been set aside for the
public school in this quarter, all of which lands have and

are still in the names of the remasining living direct heirs. These
lands are a part of lands which according to certain terms and
conditions from the United States Government, to Alexander Caldwell
assignee of Misgouri River Railroad Co., Patent dated October 26,
1867, made by said company with the Feretary of the Interior for

the purchase of the Delaware Diminishad Reserve jn Xansas, concluded
with the Delaware Indians July 4, 1888, towit; the whole of Section
20 twp,.ll R.22, containing 640 acres etc.

I believe these later purchases have no bearing uron the information
you may desire but thought it might be of interest from an historical
angle.

If there should be any other information you may desire I will be
glad to co-operate with you in so far as any information I have.

Respectfully yours,

1211 North Grand Bilvd. rf'/%,“,d_:)' 70— nane?” /%Lﬁ%\
i e Ay ﬁ_ C =

St.Louis g8, Missouri
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Herman Keith
Franklin County
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905 Main,
Texarkana, lexas.
Dec.6,1945

Mr. J.C.Mohler,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

I have a farm in Leavenworth County, Kansas which I
would like to enter in the diamond jubilee anniversary.
celebration. Am enclosing g copy of the Land Patent.

My mother lived onithe farm from 1872 until 1907 and my
daughter lived there from 1933 until 1943. It was rented

from 1907 to 1933 and is rented at the present time.

Yours truly,

m i,
/t/e/él;z %/Mfzo/
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