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1869 Samuel Iierse_[
Tilson County

i on farm
Not sure that family xtill lives on larm
i} (=] 18 :
Chanute, Kansas

November 2, 1945

J. C. Mohler

Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Sir:

In answer to your search of a farm owned or operated by
the same family for the last seventy-five (75) years-

We own a farm which was home-steaded by our grandfather,
Samuel Morse, in 1869. The farm has been in the Morse family
since that time.

The farm is located in Guilford, Township, Wilson County,
Kansas.

If you would like further information write to;

Mrs. Nellie Morse Gunther

801 N. Forest Avenue
Chanute, Kansas

99 F Vlorae
WMW
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1870 Thomas P. Murphy
Harvey County

Tnteresting. ity Schools

1Y, SuPErINTENDENT

Dstwegn, Ransas
November 5,1945

Mr. J.C.Mohler
Secretary,State Board of Agriculture
Topeka,Kansas

Dear Mr. Mohler:

I want to add to the list of farms that have been owned by the
same family for seventy-five years,the Murphy farm located in
Macon Township,Harvey County,Kansas,the NE i of Section 32.

My father,a Civil War veteran,homesteaded the place in 1870
and was the first settler to take up a claim in Macon Township.
He had to haul all his lumber and supplies from Emporia,a
distance of 90 miles by modern highways.

Surveys were incomplete and he constructed his dugout on a creek
on the adjoining farm,thinking it was his own. The outlines of
the excavation are still plainly visible in the bank of the
creek.

In a letter written in 1880 he described the "Farmers Meetings"
which were held once a month in Harvey County. The people would
gather at some farm,go over some improved practice on that
particular farm,eat dinner and have an afternoon meeting,where
methods of farming and livestock handling were discussed. He
might have been describing a modern county tour of today.

When my father,Thos, P. Murphy,died in 1915,he left the farm

in trust during my mother's life. Three years ago,my brother,
W.P.Murphy and I purchased the old homestead. The first home

is now a tool shed. On the place is located an old elm,which
required two men to span its trunk,with arms outstretched,

even in 1870. It has grown but little since then. We have found
numerous arrowheads and slugs from the old Sharps .44 rifle,
which would indicate that both whites and Indians used the spot
for a camping place.

We have had to rent out the place for thirty years but we are now

operating the place and are starting a program of soil rehabilitation,
to build it back up to its old fertility.

Very truly yours,

(4
D.D.Murphy.
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D. D. MURPHY, SureminTensEnT
Dsteegn, Ransas

November 5,1945

Mr. J.C.Mohler
Secretary,State Board of Agriculture
Topeka,Kansas

Dear Mr. Mohler:

I want to add to the list of farms that have been owned by the
same family for seventy-five years,the Murphy farm located in
Macon Township,Harvey County,Kansas,the NE ¥ of Section 32.

My father,a Civil War veteran,homesteaded the place in 1870
and was the first settler to take up a claim in Macon Township.
He had to haul all his lumber and supplies from Emporia,a
distance of 90 miles by modern highways.

Surveys were incomplete and he constructed his dugout on a creek
on the adjoining farm,thinking it was his own. The outlines of
the excavation are still plainly visible in the bank of the
creek.

In a letter written in 1880 he described the "Farmers Meetings"
which were held once a month in Harvey County. The people would
gather at some farm,go over some improved practice on that
particular farm,eat dinner and have an afternoon meeting,where
methods of farming and livestock handling were discussed. He
might have been describing a modern county tour of today.

When my father,Thos, P. Murphy,died in 1915,he left the farm

in trust during my mother's 1life, Three years ago,my brother,
W.P.Murphy and I purchased the old homestead. The first home

is now a tool shed. On the place is located an old elm,which
reguired two men to span its trunk,with arms outstretched,

even in 1870. It has grown but little since then. We have found
numerous arrowheads and slugs from the old Sharps .44 rifle,
which would indicate that both whites and Indians used the spot
for a camping place.

We have had to rent out the place for thirty years but we are now

operating the place and are starting a program of soil rehabilitation,
to build it back up to its old fertility.

Very truly yours,

{ e 4
D.D.Murphy.
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\ The Winchester Star
\ J. W, Byrn, Editor and Publisher
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Mohler:

farm proposition,

I only wish you could
have staggered the date western Kasnsas ranches
cogld qualify Uhefficiadly, may I say
heeds such data, But of course I know thisiigi your
diamond anniversary,

My father, Thomas Hunter Owen, 1843-1915, home-
Town 1,
steaded the SW 1/4 of Sec. 5,/Eng &, Jackson twp.,

Jewell county, Kansas in April 1871, He farmed it

continuously until hisdeath, Msbel 26,1915, Then

his soninlaw, Ira E, Kleckner, took over, Now &f-
ter 30 years of continuous farming, the
moving to town ( Superior,
soninlsw, Raymond Leece, lately discharged
from the Army, will farm the homestead, The Leeces
18 months 0ld Gwen, will
land which

Ad e s e i TEgC s i
est guarter section God
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two other neighbors hay
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father, Lemuel Kerbsugh, Wal-
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there were & few settlersiin 1868, Soméof them were
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Lovewsells, Dahls, Tanners, and others whicl wWould
hzve to verify, I believe the Dahls are still Ffarm-
Dahl, Webber, Ksnsas,
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1869 ¥. S. Purcell
5% 2 = -
Atchison County

hlin Realty Co.

fonganoxie, Kansas
Farms and City Property

Rentals and Insurance Novenbar % = 1945

Hone Je. C. Mohler
Sec. State Board of Agriculture
Topeka Kansas,

Dear lir. Mohler,

I noticed an item in the Friday Kensas
City Times, stating that you were looking for a farm in
Kenses that had been in same family for 75 years,

My Grendfather W, S. Purcell, acquired
e farm in Atchisen County Being the Northeast Quarter of
Section seven, (7) Township Seven (7) Range twenty one (21)
in the year of 1869, He raised a large family on it,
The two youngest still living on it and operating it.
They were both born on this farm, - It has been. owned

end operated by this family since ' 1869, .

I believe this is & record.

Yours vsry}*uly

A j:‘o' Lau
Tongenoxi
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FLEPHONE MO, 94
A. P. Laughlin Realty Co.
Tonganoxie, Kansas
Farms and City Property
Rentals and Insurance Hoveiibor & = 1546

Hone Jo C. Mohler
Sec. State Boerd of Agriculture
Topeka Kansas,
Dear lir. Mohler,

I noticed an item in the Friday Kensas
City Times, stating that you were looking for a farm in
Kenses that had been in same family for 75 years,

My Grandfather W. 5. Furcell, scquired
e farm in Atchisen County Being the Northeast Quarter of
Section seven, (7) Township Seven (7) Range twenty one (21)
in the yesr of 1869, He raised a large family on it,
The two youngest still living on it snd operating it.
They were both born on this farm, - It has been. owned
and operated by this family since ' 18685. -

I believe this is & records
b |
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