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CHURCH MANUAL.

HISTORICAL SKETCH.

Wabaunsee received its name from the Indians, in mem-
ory of a chief of the tribe of Pottawatamies. It was first
occupied by white settlers in the autumn of 1854,

The settlement was without a preacher until the coming
of the Rev. Harvey Jones, in June, 1855. Mr. Jones was
a missionary of the American Missionary Association.

In the autumn of 1855, there were seven Christians in
the settlement. It was proposed by these and others in
Zeandale to organize a Church. But three of these seven
were soon removed by death. A very severe winter fol-
lowed, during which Rev. Mr. Jones was confined to his
house by a protracted sickness. The forming of a Church
was thus necessarily deferred.

In April, 1856, the settlement was increased by the
arrival of a company of immigrants from Connecticut.—
The proposed organization of a Church was effected at
Zeandale ; but the new comers were not ready to make a
united effort'in this direction. Many were not sure that
they should take up their abode here. Subsequently the
border war, and- then the prevalent sickness of the people,
caused further delay.. During this period religious wor-
ship was maintained on the Sabbath, and a Bible Class
andp Sabbath School were established.

In the spring of 1857 measures were taken to form a
Church. 1t was found that more than thirty persons were
desirous of uniting in such a movement. hey were of
different evangelical denominations, but were cordially dis-
posed to join in'one band to establish a branch of Christ’s
Church, and commemorate his death and restirrection.
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At a meeling of the Christians of the community the
following mode of organizing a Church was adopted :

1st. A committee of seven, who had letters from other
Churches, were appointed to organize, with the aid of the
council, a Church, giving to the council and to one an-
other, in addition to their letters, a statement of their
Christian belief and experience. The following persons
were chosen, — Harvey Jones, Charles B. Lines, Chester .
E. Pond, Henry Faiifield, Hiram Mabie, Mrs. C. E. Pond, |
and Mrs. C. B. Lines. |

2d. This committee was instructed to receive each can-
didate for membership by a major, viva voce vote, provid-
ed that, any one dissenting, the case should be postponed
for. further action.

3d. - Saturday, June 27, was set apart as a day of fasting
and prayer. In the afternoon there was a meeting for
prayer, and a statement of Christian belief and experience.

The organization was completed on Saturday, June
28ih, 1857,

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

I. We believe there is one only living and true God,
revealed o us in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, self-existent and infinite in every perfection;
the creator, preserver and governor of the universe.

IT. That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
are given by inepiration of God, and are the only rule of
faith and practice.

ITL.. That all mankind, until renewed by the Holy

. Spirit, are n a fallen and ruined state, and, as sinuners,
stand jusily condemned by the law of God to suffer his
wrath and curse,

IV. That Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that his
atonement is the only foundation for hope of life oternal.
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V. That the convicting and sanctifying influences of
the Holy Spirit are absolutely necessary to lead us to a
saving knowledge of the wruth, to make us holy, and to fit
us for the enjoyment of God.

VI. That at the end of the world the dead will be
raised, and all markind be finally judged by Jesus Christ,
when the righteous shall be admitted to eternal life, and
the wicked condemned to eveilasting punishment.

COVENANT.

And vou do this day publicly acknowledge and choose
the only living and true God to be your God ; and by the
assistance of divine grace promise to make his law the rule
of your life, sincerely repenting of all your sins, and re-
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ as your only Savior and
Redeemer; and through his strength, without whom you
can do nothing, you resolve to deny all ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and give up yourself to the Lord Jesus
Christ, to be taught and governed by him.

And you also bind yourself, in his strength, to walk
with this Church in all the ordinances of Christ, and with
the members thereof, as becometh a member, according to
the requirements of the Gospel: thus you promise and
covenant.

Then doth this Church also promise you that, through
the help of Christ, without whom we can do mothing, we
v ill walk towards you in all brotherly helpfulness, accord-
ing to the Gospel. ‘

Thus you are admittéd a member of this Church, and
have a right (o all its privileges. May you have grace to
improve them to the glory of God and your own edifica-
tion.
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STANDING RULES.

I. The name of this Church shall be,— Tan.: First
Cuurcn oF Curist 1N WABAUNSEE.

II. The officers of this Church, besides the Pastor,
shall be a Clerk, a Treasurer, and a suitable number of
Deacons, not exceeding four, who shall hold their office
one year, and until others are chosen in their stead.

III. A]l business of the Church shall be transacted at
meetings regularly called, by a major vote of the members
present; the Pastor, or in his absence the senior Deacon,
presiding.

IV. The discipline of the Church for personal offences
shall be that prescribed by Jesus Christ in the 18th chap-
ter of Matthew ; and for general offences the offender must
be answerable to the Church; the Pastor and Deacons
being a standing committee to attend to all matters of dis-
cipline.

V. Persons desiring to unite with this Church, on pro-
{ession of their faith in Christ,shall, after examination, be
propounded at least two weeks, and, if no objection be
made, they shall be publicly admitted in the usual form.

VI. Persons recommended by certificate, from other
Churches, may be received at a regular meeting upon
such examination as the Church may direct, their certifi-
cates being read to the Church at least two weeks previous
to the public admission.

VII. The communion of the Lord’s supper -shall be
administered once in two months, beginning on the first
Sabbath in September.

VIII. There shall be a meeting for conference and
prayer once in each week; and the ordinary business of
the Church may be transacted at the meeting preceding
the first Sabbath of each month, provided notice thereof
be given the previous Sabbath.
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS,.

i Rev. HARVEY JONES, Stated Pasior.
Deacons,
’} Chosen July 5th, 1857.

MOSES C. WELCH
\ HARLOW ISBELL,

Trustees,
CHARLES B. LINES,
CHESTER E. POND, Chosen Dec. 31st, 1857.
JOHN H. NESBITT, E
P Clerk,
MOSES C. WELCH.
b Treasurer,

CHESTER E. POND.

CHURCH MEMBERS,

June 28, 1857.

Harlow Isbell,

Anna Bushnell, wife of H. Isbell,

Chester E. Pond,

Mary Scott, wife of C. E. Pond,

Alpheus N. Allen, R
Catherine A. Leonard, wife of A. N. Allen,
E. Dwight Street,

Mary Elmer, wife of E. D. Street,

Mary A. Matthews, wife of Timothy Read,
Maria A. Bristoll, wife of Austin Kelsey,
Caroline Cheney, widow of M. B. Foss,
Cornelia M. Lines, (Mrs. S. M. Thomas),
Charles B. Lines,

Henry Fairfield,

Hiram Mabie,

J. Evarts Platt.

Julius F. Willard,

Franklin H. Hart,

“
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CHURCH MEMBERS.

William F. Cotton,
Hezekiah M. Selden,
John S. Avery,
John H. Nesbitt,
Friend W. Ingham,
Daniel B. Hiatt,
John Willig,
Moses C. Welch,
Marcu 7, 1E53.
Maria Wooding, wife of C. B. Lines,
Emeline H. Osborne, wife of H. Mabie,
Charles W. Parker,
Chauncey Noyes,
Luther 1. Platt.
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