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This small collection consists primarily of correspondence between Julia McKee and her parents, Mr. & Mrs. W.
T. McKee; letters to her father from her brother Ralph; and correspondence with her friends. Alsoincludedisa
diary she kept for part of 1933. Some of the letters contain political references.

JuliaMarie McKee was born January 25, 1896, in Ohio, the daughter of William T. & AnnaE. McKee. She had
two brothers, William and Ralph. The family lived in Xenia Township, Greene County, Ohio, in 1900, but in
1910 they werein Cloud County, Kansas. Between 1910 and 1920, the family moved to Topeka, Kansas. Asan
adult, she worked for United States Senator Arthur Capper and lived in Topeka. She died in August 1979 in
Topeka.

Creator: McKee, Julia (JuliaMarie), 1896-1979
Date: 1907-1951 (bulk 1932, 1944)
Callnumber: JuliaMcKee Coll. #132

KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 40132
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Neither gan I very enthsuasticec sbout the renters, but
unele W11l thinks they are 0. K. end here's hoping so. I ean

expl aim them not having anvthing for this 1is seeond or third

beein
merriage end he has only, merried sbout five weeks to this woman.

$e 15 very nest ami clesn and the house looks so nice. She

mems mite perticular with the children. They heve nut out a
lot of plants in the boxes. s0 1t looks 11ke they were going to
stay. They like the place, but thay should. I will look when I
go up town ot Croshys shout the cover. 1 ¢imegine she could and
would ma® a mover if she had the goode. Thay have not hurt the
davenport yet. This women 18 very pertlculsr, as to the fruit
we were going to bring it over and then unecle s2id 1t would be al X
right and we left 1t. They wented to buy the cherries. but unele
s2id they were mot for ssle. There was no jell in the pantry.

I went over the shelves. but not the dishes. Unele gave Julia D.
cuite a lot of the grocercies end I took some that I could use.
There were two boxes of medicine thet I wanted taken to the cellar,
it lost out. Your foodgrinder is in your trunk. I sew it when
pack ing the stuff swey. It smeeme to me i1t would be a good idea

to have thet meter changed. I have the trunks loecked. I do not
thirk you need to worry about them teking things. I em busyinmg
myself worrying about the ment, but perhave this is unnesssary.
They sere to pey i1t to me until you get home snd I put it in the
bark. You will heve muite =» tesek goimg over thinge when you

come home end fixing 1t ready for rent. 1Unele seid he alweye
wanted to keep that for hi=m home for he had been without = home so
long when 8 boy. He mey eseudd get someone theme so he could have
hiz home with them. Seid 1f he could get work 1n Washington would

Bo back thes with you. Time will adjust things. In the meantime
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Seerk

will hove that evervthing goes well.

Fdn® weg over for supper 1ast night gnd unele Will took
us . all, to the waddells. The pley Was The FPamily Sep. It
VA A
wes good end we enjoyed it. TLet Fdne read your letter as she
red hoped to hear from you end did not. Your mother slways called
or Rdns calTed and, of course, she miseses 1%, mdne is playing
goff end 1is plenmty sore. TRememher the time you took the deily
dozen yaars agd?

My femily ere usually well. Had a niee vislt with Philip
1lgst week tho short. He is very busy. Dr. Curry was here today
with his usuel cheer. I have a party Thurs. and a date with the
dertist. Fridsy night is the high school pley and Sst. night is
the formal dence. I em heving quite a pretty printed ehiffon
formal made by # resl dressmaker. No mlaeves but fortunstely there
ave barke in the dresses this yesr. We teke our dinner out Sundey,
and go to e tea in the efternoon. I would like to go to K. U.

Set. to speclnl exercises, but hardly think I wiid. Life is one
merry whirl.

I expect to clean house proper next mk Going to
vaver thmee roome. Have a women to help or r-athatfdo the eleaning.

Wil? be busy from now on as so Mmuch goling on. Father 18 real good

egain. No special newa in the meighborhood that 1 kmow of.

Se by evenimg pever that over 4009 men are out of gmployment and
are ssekirg somethimg simitler to the Dole system. The snowballs
amd stires sre so pretty now. Took flowes to the cemetery Sunday
and to u%;"gpava. will f£111 the lerge basket with spirea,

smowbel1s and wild ereb for Sundsy. :

Am 8t the foot of another page so will close. Hope

A

tiat you sre stronger. :
bt in Heis fedlew, S1ncerely,

'P’WRM&“W %)‘/

-t/ -
Seid S

s el
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ankiel Moz 19327
" —

sandav evening.

Deer Cousiin Juliam:

We seem to be keeping up quite & corrgspondence, not to
be &ing to write much, This has been a very werm day and makes
ore fesl thet summer is mot far off. For me It has been®Festful
day, @81 had no extra except to bath and shave my father, =8 I
did mt get that done Dat. The most restful day I have had for a
long time. The men were buried in their books gl11 day. Philip
is gone mow with a date going out for dinner and whet not. Have
nsd such Q‘niee time this week end tho he has studied most of the
time. Alweys = gled to heve him here. Ceme hone Friday this
time. He certainly did look 11ke a sport tonight, yet he 1is
who11y uncomseious of it. Spoet hat, dark coet, 1ight trowsers
amd sport shoes. Am surely thenkful thet he 1s not the smm.-t-onic\a.
kind. o

Do rot think I have any news. A card from your father
Feiday seying thet he was leaving there that eveming at 8:15,

80 suppose he is in Newark now. He had mite a stay in Chicago
and I hope he got to see the city. 9aid they were goinz to sight
®me last week.

Ve ere getting pretty well fixed up and I am surely
proud of the houss. Julia D. ironed my curteims ls=t week and I
ot part of them up. Will be some time yet bvefore I am thru.

The painter men cleamsd ell the windows on the cutside and put

the scre®mns up, Hs0, painted the screens. Uncle Will painted
e screen but not the frame. The going is about over for this
year. The May day wee sort of & floy this veer. rely did
not ecompere in am the progrem 1mst vesr but imaegine they

hed to cut @wm the expenses. A might heve been cetsstrphe almost
haprersd vhen the temporary erected bleachers fil1ed with people
c01lapsed. Tortunstely the people and tha rollege there was

no one sericusiy hurt, me bruised and skinned legs snd scered
peopTe . My friemd's 1ittie boy wes worrying so mbout Mrs. Hambleton
and T told him thet I never ventured on arything of that kind for

I was too lerge. mth his feet were csught under the boerd but
only Fbuised &nd skinned but they were so scared. Ths senior class
day 1s Mondey. I em going out as they sre plemning aquite o progrem
I teve such a pretty new dess, derk blue silk with 2 broken dot.
Trimmed 1im vhite,

We took m loed of flowers to the cemetery today and I
em morey to say that is the last. I will not have any for
decoratiom except what I buy, so cannot help you out &s I thought.
The reontes sre the sickenist looking things I ever ssw., Thé_
buds are lovely but when they open seem to e mooked. I got a
bomet from your place and took them out today, as unele Will
reserved on® bequet. Then I gave the Phillips flowers for their
mothers birthdey, I will send an artificiel sprey for Austin'e
grawve. Mre. Lord has lovely ones for $1.00 end fix one boquet
fbl' sunt.

You did not inclo®e the speech of Ralph's but I can get
it wien vou come. He was to have spoken the weak he was hera.
Ralph 1s the most wonderful letter writer that I ever saw Or Kknew.
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rdy bl
He 1= 1ike his mother in thet way. 1 always thought the lettere
he wrote to her aspecielly on ®pecinml occesloms were reelly
wonderfu? and MI& gs a converselionist, he 1s very orfilnery. I
did mt see him, if he ©eeme up and I told him op wrote him to
always feel free to come out., He had not be®n to the grave either
s0 d mot think he hss been up. I have not had s 1ine but did not
empect it. I an worried #hout Ralph. His condition I fesr is
g@rious and he carriss such & lead. The responeibility of his
posi tiom slome is enough for one men and then the miliion other
thines. He hed better slow up or thers will be pp Relph. I did
feel so sorry for him the dey of his mother's going for it was
hesrt breaking to watch, weit and 1isten and see the 11ife slowly
ething awey. I could not give him the sympathy that some could
for 1t just isn't my meke up and I wes keyed up too and very
rervous, I do hope thet Ralph gets bhetter.

I suvpose thet I will have to give in about those
ermome, but I em of the =me opinion that I wrote you, but I
mey be mistaken or the letter may heve been lost. Be that as it
™y, a sme 1T metiter amywey. However, I am sorry thet I Kept yvou
in suspense when they wers tucked securely owey in thet box.

Dr. Curry brought them over the day your father rented the house.
I did not see him at all., When I came in late in the evening I
psked fether 1f anvone had been there and hs ssld "Yes, Dr. Curry
md he 18ft the coples of the sermon for Julie." It me know if
you got vours amd thenI will eend the other to Ralph.

If I didn't 1ike ths way the eccount wes I would make up,
ore of my om. Unele Will wes right up ageinst it end vou know
argthimg you do or say is sll right with him. You wrote for him
to send vou a statement of the expenses and I think he did the 2
best that he could and ary changes would bs all right with him,
He rentted the place for $27.50 per month and I think he was lucky
to get 1t in these times._ They pey twice a month snd I put it in
thy benk tho the gae hiu"iha baiance on the stove took momt of
the firet peymert to me, $5.60 ges hi1 snd $5.50 baslence on the
stgve. Urnple sefd he wented to finish thet., I wrote you in my
other lstter why you had not heerd from her. I did not have the
time to g9 over ony sooner. I do not kmow whether she 1iked 1t
or not. eemed 8l) right the morning I was there. When he
brought the rent over he ssid » that she ssld she wes not going
to write now for you would socon be hera." He added thet she was
wry careful of the devenport and you need not worry, so that is
that., But you dont need to worry for I #n sure it is all right.
About the curtainms. You put up the old ones on account of uncle
Wil? avd I left them up. This women is seemingly ®=ich & good
hoisekeeper thet I thought it would be nice to have the new
curtsine up, but m need to bother sbout 1t. The little girl
braaght a letter over Sat' morning thet ceme to the house
addressed to vou. The stamp does not seem to have been stemped.

I had 2 mtionE to open it as I thought it wes 1fkely for someone
tewe and themn thought 1t wees nmot my business so am returning 1t
aml you can <stert it sgmin.

I hove that you get to come home at the planned time.
Yet 1t wil? hs a sad homecomimg for you. I hope that the rest
of them domt plle everything on you to do emi three days to make
the trip! Do not feel that vou mu=mt write to me with your mamny
other doings tho I em very glad to heer from you, I would 1ike
;.o knew 1if you got the sermon. With the best of wishes to you,

am,
gincerelr-

Dty fY:
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