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This collection consists of letters written by Eula Gentzler to her parents in Topeka, Kansas, and official military
correspondence asa U.S. Army nurse. Miss Gentzler referred to hospital ship activities, places she visited, and
family references. Occasionally Eula expressed her thoughts on the war. Eula A. Gentzler was born November
10, 1910, in Belleville, Kansas. Her father Ernest T. Gentzler was a fireman for the Union Pacific Railroad. The
family moved to Topeka when Eulawas, approximately, thirteen years old. She graduated from Topeka High
School and, later, the Asbury Hospital School of Nursing in Salina, Kansas, in 1937. She enlisted inthe U. S.
Army Nurse Corps in October, 1942. She was discharged in Octorber, 1945, but was recalled during the Korean
conflict serving from 1951 to 1957. Miss Gentzler was sent to Europe in the fall of 1943. She was assigned to
duty on the hospital ships Shamrock and Arcadia, working in surgery as well as the wards. Both carried
approximately 800 patients. The ships carried injured servicemen from North Africaand EuropetotheU. S,,
requiring six weeks to make artrip across, pick up aload of patients, and return. When in the war zone, they would
get patients during battles and would then work extended shifts. Miss Gentzler recalled that during the battle at
Enzio, they started surgery at 1 p.m. and operated until 5 am. the next morning. On another occasion, they picked
up aload of British sailors whose mine sweeper had been bombed and the hospital crew worked all night until
they ran out of supplies. Eula Gentzler died on April 13, 1992.

Creator: Gentzler, Eula(EulaA.), 1910-1992
Date: 1942-1957 (bulk 1943-1945)
Callnumber: Eula Gentzler Coll. #131

KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 40131
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Decr Mother & ¥ad:
Here 1s the picture of the Shamrock that they printed for us
send home for om-uwa. Notice the change in my address and send L
e here. 20 far I haven't received any mail from you, so hope that wi
the best GAft of the rur to have a letter from home. This weftheraan
teat here today it is like lg:!ns have Leen out of doors without :
hupe that you folks will not to lonesome this year at the Holiday
ps 1t will not be too long befor I will see you folks again.lope
e both feeling good now. I feel better than I ever have lately and
en everything. 1 vought some vases in Pompail the other day when we
ere. that was some thing I will never forget I have some plotures alse
e were in Naples too. ‘hat is & nice “ity, but the same as other Ital

itlestvery dirty n:l.oo-.mlt finighed llolﬂl' and had veal cutlets
18%ke

e 2eals have Leen resl good too, I b Jave some yarn to kndt
esters. have run out of something to do evghings, ) pa will find
where. How 1 u{“o,m » m nn still rot i niy e
the papers the I resd was :
e buy nuts that resemble our Inclllh Walnyt
t home snd make fudge with them, but )
en't too plentfuleither, but every oh
oL & for 50¢ the other day.Looks lik
y ehip is toking up the reat of the appbi
© will Wish you voth & Merry Chri
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Eeprcst Mother and Bad:

Just finished eating and will drop you a few lines tomight and tell
you folke to have the beked petatces on as I will be coming home before
long on a two weeks leave just whem 1t #ill start I am not sure but
I will eall you the frist chance tiat I get. I am svell but am off
eating as I have been sea eick and there just ima't ¢ thing for it
only tough it out, We have been eatins rations for so long over here
and we haven't had potatoes for over theee months and I »m sure that
I will have Lo be introduced Lo am egs again, one will never know
how it is to want things and can't reach them but it could be lots
worse than it is now. I had my afternoon nap on deek this lﬂ.lrneo;n
all rapped in a haevy blanket and my fur lined csot on't.ho sum wa®
mlit war cold. I prowidbly will w:ite to you once more tien you )
will have to wait for aw ile as I will have mp way in mailing a letter.
You can tell every one and I will not write to them as writing is
really a puzzle to me anymore hare snd rather bo@ing to you . and
then to save scmething for you when 4 get there. This will be sll
for now and hope to see you before toc long, take care of your selves

Lovingly
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