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INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

LECOMPTON, K. T, May 27, 1857,

Feirow Crrizens or KANSAs:

At the ecarnest request of the President of the United
States, I have accepted the position of governor of the Territory
of Kansas. The President, with the cordial concurrence of all
hisscabinet, expressed to me the convietion, that the condi‘ion of
Kansas was franght with imminent peril to the Union, and
asked mo to undertake the settlement of that momentous
question, which has introduced discord and eivil war throughout
your borders, and threatens to involve you and our country in
the same common ruin. This was a duty thuspresented, the
performance of which I could not decline, consistently with my
view of the sacred obligation which every citizen owes to his

.. wountiry. d

The.mode of adjustment is provided in the act organizing
your Territory, namely, by the people of Kansas, who, by a
majority of their own votes, must decide this question for
theifiselves in forming their State Constitution.

Unacr our practice the preliminary act of framing a State
(onstitution, is uniformly performed through the instrumentality
of a convention of delegates chosen by the people themselves.
That convention is now about to be elected by you under ths
call of the Territorial Legislature, created and still recognized 1
by the authority of Congress, and clothed by it, in the compre-
hensive language of the organic law, with full power to make
such an enactment. The Territorial Legisiature, then, in
assembling this convention, were fully sustained by the act of
Congress, and the authority of the Convention is distinctly
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recognized in my instructiong from the President of the United
States. Those who oppose this course, cannot aver the alleged
irregularity of the Territorial Legislature, whose laws in town
and city elections, in corporate franchises, and on all other subjects
but slavery they acknowledge by their votes and acquiescence.
If that legislature, was invalid, then are we without law or order
in Kansas, without town city or county organization, all legal
and judicial transactions are void, zll titles null, and anarchy
reigns throughout our borders.

Itis my duty, in seeing that all constitutional laws are fairly
executed, 1o take cdre, as far as practicable, that this election of
delegates to the Convention shall be free from fraud or violence,
and that they hall Le protected iu their deliberations.

The people of Kunsas then are .invited by the highest -
autlmuty knopn to the Constitution, to participate m,ely and
fairly in the election of delegates to frame a Constitution
and State government.  The law has performed its entizre 3
appropriate function, when it extends to the people the right of
suffrage; but it cannot compel the performance of that duty.
Throughout our whole Union, however, and wherever free gov-

~ernment prevails, those who abstain from the exercise of the right
of suffrage, authorize these who do vote to act for them in thas
contingency, and the absentees are as much bound under thelaw
and Constitution, where there is no fraud or violence, by the act -
of the ‘majority of those who do vote, as if all had par-
llClpated in the election.  Otherwise, as yoting must be voluntary,
self-government would be 1mpmet:c4blc, and monarehy o1 des-
potism would remain ag the only alternative.

You should not console yourselves, my fellow-eitizens, with
the reflection, that you may, by a subscquent vote, defeat the

. ratification of the Cojstitution, Although most anxious te
gecure to you the exercise of that great Constitutional right, and
believing that the Convention is the servant, and not the master
of the Pecple, yet I Lave no power to dictate the proceedings of
that body. - I ecannot doubt, however, the course they will

. adept on this subject. Bugwhy incur the hazard of the prelimin.

_ary furma.hqn ofanne,ututmn bya mlnonty, as alleged by you,

* when a majerity, by their own votes, ceuld control the forming of
that instrument?
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But it is ‘said that the Convention is not legally called, and
that the election will hot be freely and fairly conducted. ' The
Territorial Legislature is the power ordained for this purpose
by the Congress of the United States; and in opposing it, you
resist the authority of the Tederal government. That Legisla-
ture was called into being by the Congressof 1854, and is recog-
nised in the very latest Congressional legislation. . Tt is recognised
by the present Chief Magistrate of the Union, just GhGSen'bY"
the American people, and many of its acts are now in’operation
here by universal assent. As the Governor of the Territory of'.
Kansas, T must support the lawsand the Constitution; and I
have no other alternative under my oath, but to see that all-Con*-
stitutional laws are fully and fairly executed.

I see in this act calling the convention, no improper or
unconstitutional restrictions upon the right of suffiage. = I sce
in it no test-oath or other similar provisions objected to in rela-
tion to previous laws, but clearly repealed as repugnant to the
provisions of this act, so far as regards the cleetion of delegates
to this Convention.- It is said that a fair and full vote will not
be taken.  Who can safely predict such aresult? Norisit just
for a majority, as they allege, to throw the power into the hands
of a minority, from a mere apprehension—(L trust entirely
unfounded )— that they will not be permitted to exercise the
right of suffrage. If, by fraud or violence, & majority should not
be permitted to vote, there is a remedy, it is hoped, in the wisdom
and justice of the Convention itself, acting under the obligatiors
of an oath, and a proper responsibility to the tribunal of public
opinion. There is a remedy, also, if such facts can be demon-
strated, in the refusal of Congress to admit a Siate into the Union
under a Conslitntion imposed by a minority upon a majority by
fraud or violence. Indeed, I cannot doubt that the Convention,
after having framed a State Constitution, will submit it for ratif
cation or rejcction, by a majority of the then actual bona fids
resident scttlers of Kansas, :

With these views, well known to the Presidint 1na Cabinet,
and approved by them, T accepted the appointment of Governor
of Kansas. My instructions from the President, through the
Becrotary of State, under date of the 30ih of March last, sugtaia,
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s the regqular, legislature of . the Territory” in * assembling a Con-
vention. to. form « Constitution,” and they express the opinion of
the President, that “awhen such a Constitwtion shall be submiiled to
the people of the Territory, they mustbe protected, inthe exerciseqf
their right of voting for or against that instrument; and the fair
expression of the popular will must not be interrupted by fraud or
violence."” _

I repeat, then, as my clear conviction, that unless the Con-
vention submit the Constitution to the vote of all the actur
resident settlers of Kanzas, and the election be fairly and justly

conducted, the Constitution will be, and ouéht to be rejected by
Congress.

There are other important reasons why you should partiei-
pate in the clection of delegates to this conveniion. Kansas is
to become a new State, created out of the public domaiy, and
will designate ker boundaries in the fundamental law. To most
of the land within her limits, the Indian title, unfortunately, is -
not yet extinguished, and this land is exempt from settlement
to the grievous injury of the people of the State. Having passed
many years of my life in a new State, and represented. it for a
long period in the Senate of the’ United States, I know the
serious ‘encembrance avising fiom large bodies of lands within
a State to which the Indian title is not cxf"nguisth ‘Upon this
subJect the Convention may act by such just and constitutional
provisions as will accelerate the extinguishment of Indian title.

There is, furthermore, the question of Railroad grants made
by Congress to all the new States butone, (where the routes could
not be agreed upon,) and, withina fow months past, tothe flourish-
ing territory of Mincesota.  This munificent grant of four
millions and a half of acres, was made to Minnesota, even in
advance of her becomi: uga State, and will enable our sister State
of the North-west, under the auspices of her l}l‘e‘i..,l‘ltdi tr.ll"'lll.:uhed.
Hxecutive, speedily to unite her railroad system with ours.

K‘n.sus is undoabtedly entitled to grants similar to those just
made to Minnesota, and upon this question the Convention may

‘ take important action, :

These, recollect, are grants by Congress, not to companies,

but t5 States.  Now, if Kansas, like the State of Illinois, in

s s sl
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grantmg hereaf ter: these lands to eompames to! 'bmld theue resdi.
sliould reserve, at least, the seven per cent. of their gross annusd’
rece:pts, 1t is” quite cer{am that so soon as these roads are ¢on-
structed, such will be the Jarge payments into the treasury of our
State, that there will be no- necessity to impose in Kansas any..
State tax wha!evcr, especially if the Conslitution should contain
wise provisions against the creation of State debts.

The grant to the State of Ilinois for the Illinois Central
Rallroad pussed under the wise and patriotic auspices of her dis-
tinguished Senator, was made before the pernicious system lately
exposed in Washmrrto': had invaded the halls of Congress; and
therefore that Shte_, unlike most others which obtained recent
grants, was enabled to make this great reservation for the benefit
of the State. This constitutes of itseif a conclusive reason why

X these railroad grants should be reserved in the ordinance accom-
panying our State Constitution, so that our State might have the
whole benefit of the grant, instead of large portions being given

. toagents appointed to obtain these grants by cornpan;es sub-
stantially in many cages for their own benefit, although in the
name of the State.

There is another reason why these railroad grants should
thus be reserved in our ordinance.

It is to secure these lands to the State before large bodies of
them are engrogsed by speculators, especially along the contem=
plated lines of railroads. In no case should these reservations
interfere with the pre-emption rights reserved to settlers, or with
school-sections,

These grants to states, as is proved by the official documents,
have greatly augmented the proceeds of the sales of the publie,
lands, increasing their value, acceleratmg their sale and settle-
ment, and bringing enhanced prices to the government, 'whxlsl.
greatly benefitting the lands of the settler by furnishing him
new merkets and diminished cost of transportation. On this
subject, Mr. BucmANAN, always the friend of the new states, in
bis recent inaugural, uses the following language:

“No nation in the tide of time has ever been blessed with so rich a.nd
*moble an inheritance as we enjoy in the public lands. In administering
‘“this important trust, whilst it may be wise to gmnt. portions of them
‘¢ for the improvement of the remainder, yet we should never forget that
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“‘actuat gettlers: o i

Mg :};aanfo t]u.s. at moderate prices, Wa shall thus not only
B jndependentlr-w?e;l]ty of the ney States by furnising them a hardy
s B buon ey of honest and mdus!;rioqs citizens, but shall.aecui-a
P Sy 8-}\m ‘nnd our children's children, as well as those
ihite i g 1ores, who may seek in  this couniry to improve
_ 1 and enjoy the blessings of ¢ivil and religious libei:ty.”

Olll Anll,‘]‘“:“ L d o t‘ t' -
n l'ilhl‘l}!!d ow e 1 ] v y our ous
kil ]

and mile
Scompleted, haye greatly advanced the power, prosperity

and progress i
ef‘e‘ir =,iD_I:rm(:u"‘the country, whilst linking it together in bonds
- Il [ P o
g ilesu“s(s:ng ;ommewe and “intercourse, and tendine by
] y» o goft extinguish 10N i
€n or extinguish sectional passions and

prejudice,
il » and thus Perpetuate “the union of the States This

Bystein, it § : :

pj;ogr'esjs:t :fnct?;alf tf{:a Inlerest of the whole country, shall
e the tates west of the Mississippi, shall be
roads, u'ztil, the hﬂlse e c:f'_that. tiver, by, a net-worle of rail-
o P’uci‘ﬁg_ Thx: 0 e;:t various points, shall regcli the ghores of
clea'rfy'egtgblfshed?o mc}r of such grants by Congress is now
ATt s i and whatever doubts may have prevailed in
ot A 1ew persons as to the constitutionality of such

48, when baged only upon the transfsr of Kl
B R e -aasfhr of a portion of the
A ferey {mpr;m”g ) a-lng,;uage of:thrz taugural'of the President,
4% now propesed inj:-h(y r. = '?'ma{madc;",". yet when they are made
i R he e Old.umn.cu 'z-lr_-compnnyiug our constitution,
lnhﬂs, sueh grants bechJE]l?$u;S}1£ug ?hg ;ight b

o Bae A act, sales for ample equiy
::rds;']:lm; cc::;-t}f.__uu.m.mhty 1s placed beyond all d%uh't(i:r ci?t?—?-'
or Mus reascn, also, ‘and “in order that these grants

mn!}' b ’ Iﬂﬂd I | "ﬁ- ] II o L ciear
!

constitutj ority, it )
inc!udegt;pnal autllwuty, 1t Js most wise that they should be
hourordinance, and take effoct by compaet when the

Atate ix admitted j i
o I:r:(:m].'}ltted into the Union. If my will could have prevailed
gards the public lands, ag indicated in my public career, and

especiallv in tha 1217 & :
mﬁi:?]?;}mb t.he bl”_p_rcseuted by me, “as Chairman of the'Com-
passed (:;ha:uh !(1; Lba]-:d;’ to the Senate of the United States, which
ody, but failed in the House T would ay &

sales of ; use, L would authorize no
rvser s these lands except for settlement "and cultivation,
qu'zrtez; fé.;;?t merely 2 pre-emption, ‘but a homestead of a

)2 €ction of land in favor of every :-'f‘e.t‘_lal settler, whether

eoming f) igrali
orng.rom other states, or emigraling: from Europe, Great
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and populous states would thus rapidly be added to the confed-

eracy, until we should coon have one unbroken line of states,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, giving immense additional power
and seeurity to the Union, and facilitating intercourse hetween
ell its parts. This would be alike beneficial  to “the old and to
the new states, To the working men of the old states, as well as
of the new, it would bé of “incalculalle advantage, not merely by
affording them a home in the West, but by maintaining the
wages of labor, by enabling the working classes to emiorate and
become cultivators of the’ soil, when the rewards of daily toil
should sink below a fiir remunc ration.  Tivery new state,
besides, adds to the customers of the old states, consuming their
mwanufactures, employicg their mercha nts, giving business to their
vessels and canals, their railroads and cities, and a powerful
impulse to their industry and prosperity.  Indeed, it 1s the
growth of the mighty West which has added, more than all other
causes combined, to the rower and prosperity of the whole coun-
try, whilst at the same time, through the channels of business and
commerce, it has been building up immense cities in the Kastern
Atlantic and Middle States, and 1'eplcnis!:i:sg the federal treasury
with large payments from ‘the settlers upott tle public lands,
rendered of real value only by their labor; and thus from
increased exports, bringing back augmented imports, and goon
largely increasing the revenue of the government from that
source also. :
: Without asking anything new from C':}ngress, if Kansas can
receive, on coming into the Union, all the usuil srants, and use
them judiciously, she can not only speedily cover herself with a
net work of railréads. Lut, by (Tc‘v."u:iiug ali the rest to purposes of
ed.uc:ﬁtion’ she would soon havea complete system of Common
Sehools, with Normal Schools, free Academies, and a great Uuni-
versity, in all of wlrich tuition should be free to all our people.
In that University the mechanic arts, with model sorkshops, and
all the sciences should be taught,” and especially ‘agriculture in
connection with a model farm. wer - -
Althoagl you ask nothingmore in your ordinanece than has
béen already granted to the other new States, yet in view of 'lth‘«
sacrifice of life and property incurred by the people of Kansas,
i establishing here the great pfiﬁc'iple.s of State and popular
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govereignty, and thus perpetuating the Union ; C::mgrp};;ssi{r_c.nls.ag
less, will regard with indulgent favor 'he r‘lew_St.atc 0 : 1:1 _ ;
and will welcome her into the Union with _Jojf.fg}l.t_:opgra..u_ ations
and a most liberal policy as to the public domain. . s
The full benefit of that great measure, the graduatmn a};
reduction of the price of the public lamlsl in ’E‘a.xlrm'1 :.m;y
of settlers and cultivators, so often. urged by me in the Senate
and in the Treasury department, and finally ad_op.tcpl by_ CD?.;;IES‘S,
should also be secured in our ordinance. Having witnesse mr
new States the deep injury inflicted upon them by large bodulzs 01
their most fertile land being monopolized by spesulatm;,b
guggest, in accordance with the public policy _e'.-‘e_r advoz;be_ncgt
me, that our entire land tax, under the ponstuunmn, for : Z Bt
twenty years should be copfined exclusively to n\.‘1*:3(3:31:;1}1111 ls: :
—whether owned by residents or non-residents—as one of the bes
means. of gluarding against a _moi‘;opoly of our [':hmce l:m.d.s I.Ei
speculators. I desire, in fact, to see our Convention eXeTcise ° ‘
wholé constitutional power of a State, to guard our ngh:!s ‘:m'
interesls, and especially to protect the .setﬂers and_\cu}twa‘ms
against the monopoly of our public domain by spe?ulntms.1 i
As recards the school lands of the new States, tn_g fol-
Im—wing ViE\;B. will be found in my reports of the 8th of Deceml-
er, 1847, and 9th of December, 184 8, as Secretary cf the Trcn&-
ury of the United States: -
“The recommendation contained in my last report for the establishment
siof ports of entry in Oregon, and the extension there of_om' revenue laws,
“ig again respestfully presented to the cons'}der.ﬂ.tion of Congress, together
«with donations of farms to seitlers and emigrants, and the grant of &
tigehool section in the centre of every guarter of'a township, which would
“hring the school-hiouse within a point not exceeding o mile and a half

i i ¥ ter town-
tin distance {rom the most vemote inhabitant of suck quarter
Hghip.”

And again:

“My last report reoommended the g,mut of one se:t.ion oi land i.’or
4 in ever ter township in Uregon.

Jch?ls . “_; i fl‘;:““” : Cungn}jss, to some extent, adopted L}Lis .recom-
“mendation, by grantimg two school sections in ea?h township, .u_zds_t_éu:-.dL
sof one, for educatiom in Oregon; but it is respecftullg suggasts: t;;a.
tgven thus extended, the grant is still inadequate 12 m?:munt., whilst 1:
“lgeation is inconvenient; and too remote for o sehool which all can atten
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: 11
“This subject is again presented to the attention of Congress, with the
fiyecommendation that it shall be extended to California and New Mexico.
“and also (o all the other new States and territories containing the publis’
“domain,” :

Acting upon the first of these” recommendations, but not
carrying them fully into effect, Congress doubled the sc}wt.ﬁ sec-
tion grants—an advance upon the former system. But in my
judgment, the benefits intended will never be fully realized until’
four school sections, instead of two, are granted in every town-
ship, locating the school section in the centre of every quarter
township; thus, by only doubling the school sectrons, ca’u:‘siﬂg
every section of the public domain in the new States ‘to-adjoin a
school section, which would add immensely to the value of the
pablic lands, whilst at the same time affording an adequate fund
not only for the establishment of Common Schools in every
township, but of High Schools, Normal Schocls, and free Acad-

3 emies, which, t.ogether with the five per ecent. fund, and \'niver-
sity grant before referred to, would place Kansas in a few years,
in point of seience and education, in the front rank of the States
of the American Union and of the world. This is a subjech
always regarded Ly me with intense interest, inasmuch as my
highest hope of the perpetuity of ounr Unien and of the continued
success of self-government, is baged upon the progressive educa-
tion and cnlightenment of the people, enabling them fully to
comprehend their own true interests, the incalculable advantages
of our Union, the exemption fromthe power of demagogues, the
control of sectional passions and prejudice, the progress of the
arts and sciences, and the accumulation of knowledge, which is
every day mere and more beeoming real power, and which' will
advanee so much the great interests of our whole country.

These noble grants for schools and education in some of the
new States, bave not produced all the advantages desigued, for
want of adequate checks and guards against improvident legisla_
tion; but I trust that the Conventicn bya distinet constitutional
provision, will surround these lands with such guarantees, legis-
lative, exccutive, judicial and popular, as to require the combined

g action of the whole under the authority of the Legislature in the
administaton of a fund o sacred. =
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It will be observed that these school sections and the five per
eent. fund, or their equivilent, have dlways been made good to
the new Staies by Congress, whether the la uds were sold in trust,
for Indians, or otherwise.

Upon laoking at the location of Kansas, equi-distant from
Norih to South, and from the Atlantic to the Paeific, I find, that
within reasonalile boundaries, she would be the central State of
the Ameriean Union. Qo the North lies the Nebraska Territory,
goon o become n State; on the South the great andfenile South-
Western Indian Territory, soon, I hope, to Lecome a Stute aleo.
To the boundury of Kansas ran nearly sll the railroads of Mis-
souri, whilst westward, porthward. and southward, thuse 1null.,3
continued through hmﬁﬁ would connect her l.llrull:r with Puge!
Bound, the mouth of thie {Jrngun Niver, and San Franeisco. The
southern boundary of Kansas is but five hundred miles from the -
Gulf of Mexico, and the same railvoud through the great South-
Western Indian Territory and Texas, would connect her with New
Orleans, with Galveston, with all k&,‘:g.ﬁqh; of - Atkansas, .mJ,1
through Texns to San I |auc|a|:ui|3ml’-:,yl.\]u. ﬂ;.mnlu on ki gy
Northward and Fastward our [itivs woyld . connegt w i i 1 13'!3 .
of Towa, Ilinois, Wisconsin,' I*qIﬂJ;JuEﬂ Minnesota, nnd the Lulufl
of the North. Sy : '

It is the people of Kansas wlm in forming heir. State Con-
stitution, are to declorethbe termson which they propose to enter
the Union,  Cougress cannot compel the people of a Torritory
toenter the Union asa State, or chapge, without their conseat,
the Constituiion [egmed by the people. Coungress, it is trae, may
for constituiional reasons refuse atnission, but the State slone
in formiog her :Constitution, can preseribe, the terms on which
she will enter the Union.. This power  of the peopls of a Tari-
tory in forming a State Constitution is one of vital importance,
especially in the States carved out of the public dowun, Noarly
all the lands of Kgnsas are publie dands, and moss of thew are
aecupied by Indian Tribes.  These lands are the properiy ol the
federal governnient, but their rléllt is wxolunsivery that ol a
proprictor, carrying with it no political power.

Ahhuug v the states cannot. tox the constituauvnat functions
of the federal government, they mpy assess its real estate:witliio
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the limits of the State. " Thus, althowgh  a-state eannot tax the
federal mint 'or custom . houses, yet: it: may tax the ground on
which they stand, @inless exempted by Btate avthority. Such
is the well settled doctring of the Sapreme Court of the United
States. In 1838, Judge McLean of the Bupreme Couttof the
United States made the following decision : _

- HTtde drne the United Statea held tho propristory rlg'hl'. nnder the
®net of cosslon, anid alsy the right of - savereignty until the State povern-
't memt was gsiablishéd ; bwlthe meve  proprietory right, H it exist, gives
“nnuyu of eovereignty. | The United States may own, land w:ll.hil A
‘Ht:.ll but politics L'l_’l.u J.ml,u:!mn does not follow. this uwnurﬂiup th_ru
jurisriction is, mecesgary, as for forls and arsenals, & cession of it is

W obtained from the Sinte. ' Fven the lnndaof the United Slntes, within
iilie St'l.tu are exempied from taxotion by compact.”

By toe recent decision of the Supreme Court of the Umtﬂil
Stnt.rzs g0 justly fivorabla to the rights and intarest ofthe new
Btdtes, especially those Formed out of the territory acqmmd lilce
"Kunsas, since the adoption of the Cnnshtulmn, it is elcar that
the ownership dfﬂm public lands of such Territery is viewed by
the Court exclusively as a proprictary ~right, carrying with it o
political power or right of eminent domain, and affecting in no
way the exercizs of any of the sovereirn auiributes of state
authority.  When Kansus beeomes o State, with all the attributes
of Btate sovercignty co-extensive with her Imutq among thess
wust be the taxing power, which is an inherent element of Stata
authority. -1 do not dispute the - title of the govéroment to the
publie lands of Kansas, but T do say, that this right iz that of
an owner only, and that when Kansas becomes a State, 'the pub-
lic lands are subject to' taxation by state authority, like those of
oy individual proprietor, unless' that power ‘iz relinguished by
the State in the Ordinance, assuming the form of a eumpmt by
w.hm‘h the State is admitted into the Union,

This relmquu.hment of the taxing power as to lha publie
lands, so0 important to the (General Government,and which has
beretofors been n‘:x:u:ietl by Congress on their own terms, from
all the new States, is deeply i injurious to the Sb:lt-e depriving her
slmost en'ively of the prineipal recourse of a new State by taxa-
tion to support Ler govermment. Now, that this question is

www.kansasmemory.org/item/3800 ~ Page 12/14
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY

Inaugural Addressof R. J. Walker, Governor of Kansas Territory. Delivered i
L ecompton, K. T., May 27, 1857 4 "

14

conclusively setled by the Supreme Court of the United States;
as o consequence of their recent decision, it is proper for tha
‘state, in making this relinquishment of the right to tax the
pablic lands, to annex the conditions on which she consents to
guch exemption. This should be done in the Constilution, upon
terms just to Kansas and to the federal government.

Should Kanzas relinquish the right of taxing the public
lands for equivalents, she should, in my judgment, although eus-
tained by irresistible conelusions from the decision of the Suprems
Court of the U. 8.,and sound Constitutional views of State Rights,
place the question in its strongest form, by asking nothing more
than has been granted tothe other new states, including the grants
for Education, Railroads, &c. She will thus give the highest
proof that she is not governed by sordid views, and that she means
to exact nothing from Congress that is unjust or unusual,

I cannot too earnestly impress wpon you the mecessity of
removieg the slavery agitation from the halls of Congress, and
Presidential conflicts. It is conceded that Congress bas no
power to interfere with elavery in the States whero it exists; and
iF it can now be ecstablished, as is clearly the doetrine of the
Constitution, that Congress has no authority to interfere with the
people of a Territory on this subjeet, in forming & State Consti-
tation, the question must be removed from Congressional and
Presidential elections.

This is the privciple affirmed by Congress in the act organ-
izing this Territory, ratified by the people of the United States
in the recent election, and maintained by the late decision of the
Bupreme Court of the United States. If this principle can be
varried into suceessful operation in Kapsas,—that her people
shall determine what shall be her social institutions,—the slavery
question must be withdrawn from the halls of Congress, and from
our Presidential conflicts, and the safety of the Union be placed
beyond all peril: whereas, if the principle should be defeated
here, the slavery agitation must be renewed in nll elections
throughout the country, with increasing bitterness, until it
shall eventually overthrow the government.

‘Tt is this agitation which, to Furopean powers, presents the
enly hope of subverting our free institutiens, and, asa consequence,
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destroying the principle of self-.govefml?ent thro?g‘].m;_i: the
world. ~ Tt is this hope that has already mﬁic_ted.-dee‘p injury upon
our country, exciting monarchical or desput:c lll.t'e_'rfe\'ar{ce' mgh
our domestic as well as foreign affairs, iﬂ.ﬂd'lﬁducl]:.lg.!helr 1;1t?r-
position, not only in our elections, but m.dlplomauu intercourse,
1o arrest our progress, to limi!:. our 1nﬂ.uencc .:m-d power,
depriving us of great advantages in peaceful territorial expan-
gion, as well as in trade with the nations of lhe.vfrorhl,l :

Indeed, when I reflect upon the hostile position ai_’ the Luj:o.
pean Press during the recent election, and their exulting predlc-
tione of the dissolution of our Union as a consequence of the
triumph of a sectional candidate, I cnnno?dc_mht, that 1he.pcacef'ul
and permanent establishment of these pnfaclples now bemg sub-
jected to their final test in Kans'as. will tcrmmatg European
opposition to all those measures which myst- so much increase our
commerce, furnishnew markets forour products and fabrics, an
by conservative peaceful progress, carry our ﬂs.lg an‘d :Ee empire
of our constitution into new and adjacent regions 1deapcnanhlo
“as a part of the Union to our welfare and seeumty,‘addmg coffee,
sugar and other articles to our staple exports, whilst greatly re-
ducing their price to the consumer.

Nor is it only in our foreign intercourse that peace wtll be
nreserved, and our prosperity advanced, by the accepted fact of
l1;1~_e permanence of our Government, lhased upon the pedceful
settlement of this question in Kansas, but at home, the same sen-

riment will awaken renewed confidence in the stability of our

institutions, give a new impulse to all our industry, and carry us

onward in a carecr of progress and prosperity, exccedi::lg even
our most sanguine expectations; a new mt?vement of Europcan
‘eapital will flow 1n"upon us for permanent investment, azul a now
Exodus of the European masses, aided by the pre-em.l:-tmn _‘prm-
eiple, carry westward the advancing column of American States
in one unbroken phalanx to the Pacific. :

And let me ask you, what possible good has 'been‘ncco'm-
plished by agitating in Congress and ianr?sidentia? cq.n'ﬂlcts the
slavery question? THas it eman_cipa_te& a singleslave ot zmprofgd
their condition? Tas it made a single State free, where slavery

otherwise would have existed?’ ' Has it act:elerate'd'lhe dis-
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