
Inaugural Address of R. J. Walker, Governor of Kansas Territory.  Delivered in
Lecompton, K. T., May 27, 1857
In this long and formal printed document directed to the citizens of Kansas, Robert Walker reviewed various
issues facing Kansas Territory.  He argued that all of the voters of Kansas Territory needed to vote on the
Constitution and that he was pledged to seeing that the elections were fair.  He explained that this was the
procedure that had been set up by Congress.  The address also discussed issues related to public lands in Kansas,
particularly grants of lands for railroads and schools and to taxation.  Walker addressed the issue of slavery in
detail and explained that the "law of the thermometer, of latitude or altitude, regulating climate, labor and
productions" would determine the extent of the spread of slavery based on profit and loss.  Walker explained that
this law rendered slavery unprofitable in cooler climates which were "unsuited to the tropical constitution of the
negro race."  He also argued that it was more important that the people of Kansas determined their government
rather than not having one because of the issue of slavery.
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