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trans-eontinental highway were the chief topies disenssed,

This was meny years before Cali New Mexico and Arizons had
been acquired, when the westernf/ol Wissouri and Arkansas was by aet t{
eongress, and many Indien treaties, the epperently fixed limit and
barrier to any farther advance of white settlements westward.

Whilst some professed a half way uncertain sssent in his glowing
end far reaching theories and predictions, there were more who regerded
them a8 the improbable dreams of an enthusiamst. Time has proven the
truth of his dreems,and the marvelous method of his medness.

Not only one, but four trane-continentsl high wsys span the econtinent,
his lines of steamere,to China, to Jepan, to the Sandwich and other
islands of the Paeific, and to the Central end South Americen ports
egre accomplished facts, and his imaginary centropolis is now an
admitted eertainty, booming awey on the full tide of suceessful
experience toward Big Blue, and his sssumed central point at his
unpretentious log house, midway between Independence and the river.

About 1845 he got me to lay off & smsll portion of his land near
his home into blocks and lots and afforward sescured a eivil engineer
from the East, Mr. Pynchon, who laid out the entire ecountry from the
river to, and including Independence, into a eity of graend proportions.
He had a lerge lithogreph mep constructed of the eity, which was
nemed"Centropolis.” A heavy bleck sirele was drawn aronnd the
assumed center at his house, defining the probesble limits thereof,and
it will probably add tc¢ the eonfidenee of the advoeates of a wide
extension of the limits of Centropolies No.2(generally known ss Kansas
City or Xew's mouth) to state that most, 1if not all, of the territory
of said No.2 lies within the charmed eirele of Centropolis No.I - aa
indicated forty years ago, e
In two points only were hie esleulations at fault, neither of them,
however, of mueh eonseguence. One was in fixing the ecentral point
of the eity ebout six miles too near the Atlantic end too far from
the Pgeific, and the other was in not waiting to hear the snort of
the iron horse to elesr the wey westward, before exheusting his little
fortune in the premsture effort to hurry on the courss of events.

Aye it wes no baseless fabric or dream of & visionsry enthusisst,that
he so grephieally, eloquently and correetly described, but coming
events cast their shadows before, read, pondered and worked out logie-
ally by an intelleect more learned and gifted and far seeing then its
fellows. Col. Gilpin wes & younger brother of Hon. Henry D.
Gilpin, attorney general under President Van Buren, and graduated with
high honors at West Point in I84o. He was a protege of United States
Senator Benton,(old Bullion) who at that period was political dictator
of Missouri and its legislature. At the special request of the
attorney general, that he would do so, Col. Benton brought the young
man out to liissouri and secured his election as eclerk of the house,or
senate, of lMiesouri. He afterwards located permanently as a lawyer
at Independence, then in the zenith of her prosperity, bought & con=
siderable traect of land north of the eity, and was, for nearly a seore
of years, an honored and useful eitizen of the eounty, actively ident-
ified in all the enterprises looking to the advancement and genersl
welfare of the country. He was a lieutenant colonel of s regiment
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operating in Hew Mexico, end colonel commanding of a regiment of
rengers thal scoured the plains during the first year after peace
with Mexico, and an unsuccessful candidate for eongress with Woedson
and Reid about 1848. He will, if he &till lives and shouldohance to see
this imperfeei sketeh,I am sure, pardon my inacouracy ag to faats
ariging from defeetive memory, when he ealls to mind our eventful
sojourn all night at the Indian Konkapoet mansion and our long ride
the next day.
I am not sure that history records the faet that the first rail-
rozd ever construeted end operated west of the Mississippl was from
Independence to Wayne City, at the river ., It was built in I85I and
operated with mule power, only & short time, and was the last expiring
effort of Independence to hold her supremaey in the overland trade
westward, but the project was & failure, and the large two story brick
depot long since used as = livery stevle, is now the only evidense
remaining of the grand sspirations onece enterteined by the once power-
ful rivel of Kansas Citye. |
And now hasving bored you with this reminiseence of the East side, I |
will teke the liberty of shifting the point of attaek toward the West,
the region where the first feeble kicks snd etruggles were made by the
pany infent now grown end growing into such huge proportions as to be
able to gobble the whole township at one gulp.
There are a good many queer festures connected with the history of old
Kawsmouth, If one were now blindfolded and set down at most anywhere
in the old town between Second street and the river and were to sudden= ‘
ly open his eyee towerd the river to note his surrounding the deep
gashes end slashes and holes bored into nature's aneieni bulwarks those '
preeipitous, primevel hills that once towered so defiently all along
the river front; note the dilapidated old houses, some of them perched
on pinnseles ge if waiting for a friendly cyelone to take passage to a
bettor land. And lagtly, look eway towerd dismel old Harlem, dis- .
gonsoletely seated emidet - duck ponds - he would never suspect that |
he was at the very fountein head, the core, so to speak of one of the
grandest eities that is to be on this continent of the globe, but
rather in a region where 0ld Jupiter had been practicing with his
artillery of lightning, eyelones and dynamite against nature's old
ramparts. As 8 metter of fact an army of sappers and miners have
been operating sgeinst them during the lest forty years, and the result
seems to be even yet in doubt - a sort of drawn battle.
Scattered among these chaotiec hills are many o0ld familiar landmarks
to the 0ld timer. 0ld weather-besten houses which look like they
were haunted, and no doubt many of them are by spirite of the lowest
and most villainous type. Between Second street and the river,from
Main to Grand avenue was,at the beginning of the town, the favorite
regidence guarter. The first person who settled in the town after
it was projected, was Col. Wm. M. Chiek, who built & large residence
- upon this hill in 1844, two years before the first regular sale of lots,
- and also & large commieeion warehouse near the river. He was one of
] the originasl purchasers of the land, and eontributed more toward

’ giving the town a start than all the other proprietors combined.
l It wes at thet historie old mension, but recently torn down, that
| Col. Fremont, esceompanied by his wife and his father-in-law,Col.
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Benton, made his headquarters whilst preparing for his explorations to
the far West. Upon him alone devolved the responsibility of receiving
with proper honors and hospitelity all the visitors of distinetion, and
nobly end generously he performsd the tagk. He was an old Virginia
gentleman in the fullest sense; portly, handsome in feature, with
polished address, generous to a fsult and with & neture overflowing
with the milk of humsn kindness.

It is rignt thet history should record the faet, that the Ffirst
actual settler in the town, now growa to & great eity, that will
figure lergely in the world'e future history, was Col. William ¥.Chick.

There are & number of other old houses seattered over that hill,
eaeh with i%s record of intereet - the 0ld Choutesn mansion, the Steele,
Jarboe, the Gregory, and the Riddlesbarger houses - each with its
historic reeord, snd last, but to tho writer not least in interest,is
the first briek house ever built in Kenses City, in 1845,by the writer.
It now stenie on the verge of a precipiece, perhaps s hundred feet
high, oppoeite the Grand Avenne Paeific depot. That ¢ld, unsightly
monument of the long ago is e very ftreasure house of interesting and
cherished memories, and a volums of tender absorbing interest is
.written sll over and around ite crumbli walla., But my old eyes are
not yet too dim %o read nor so dry as not to drop e tear over some
of ite inseriptions. 1It'tells of the young, vigorous, hopeful spring-
time of life. But it is eutumn with us now, old house, the tempeste
of near half a century have beaten around us, but the end is near.
A villainous reilroad has sliced off the whole frontage of the original
hills, and trains now unceasingly rumble and puff and seream away
below the foundastions of the venerable 0ld relie.

i heve very recently explored that onece favorite portion of the old
town in order to revive old reeollections and note the changes= end
the result was a sad confirmation of the truth of the wise man's
declaration, thet ell is vanity.

Those who struggled the hardest fo build up & town have profited the
lesst, and those who really did nothing but sat still and waited have
become millionaires. I often think of the strange mutatione of
fortune that have taken place here; of one who in I839 sold whiekey
by the tin eupful in a log shanty on the river front, afterward
bought eighty seres of land &t ehout $4 an aere in the center of the

i present eity, and many years afterward tried to sell for $I5 an acre,

Jr~9#~ who neither,nor traded until riches were thruet upon him and died

( very riech. And then of one other who came with & modest fortune and
was foremost in all commercisl enterprises in the up building of the
town, temperate and honest, who died in the poor house.

And of still enother individual over whose history charity compels
us to draw a eurtsin,who, penniless at the beginning, never bought,
80ld or traded, but who died leaving an estate of several hundred
thousands end a righ legacy to the eity, besides a bonanza of
litigetion for lawyers and claimants,who died among strsngers snd
was buried without & coffin in the potter's field, with nothing to
mark the place of burisl. And thug passeth the glories of earth.
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But what doea it matter to thoee who heve fallen or those who
8till plod their weary way along the down grade whether they have
mueh or little of earthly droes, seeing the decree of the universsl
leveler is fixed that

“The tall, the grave, the reverent hesd,
Must lie as low a8 ours."

The last of the original fourteen proprietors of the old town,
except the writer, died several years ago. A mere remnant of those
who entered these Weetern wilds with him are left; end in revisiting
the onee femiliar, but now negleoted quarter,he may well

"Feel like one who treade alone,

'Mid anciont homes, deserted,

Whose lights are fled, the inmates dead,
And all but he departed.”

But what interest has this lugubrious theme with the busy, bustling
throng hard by? None whatever, I ween.

J.0.M,
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GRAVEYLRD RBRISTORY

0ld Timer CGives A History of the CGrave--
yard Now Enown ae Shelley Park =
How the Abode of the Dead
Was Transformed = Dis-
| tribution of Bones.

.
= (Published in the Kansae City Journal, Monday, August

- There is a square of ground in the 0ld part of Kaneas City
known now ag "Shelley Park", but, in early periocds of the city as the
"graveyard"; a suit ie pending in the courts and has been for several
yeare instituted by heire and assigne of the old town proprietors to
obtain possession of the same against the city, which has possession
and control thereof,

k They allege that the land referred to was never donated or

\ dedicated by the old town company for a graveyard or any other purpose
by any act written or otherwiee, but was esimply left undivided with a

few other piecee of ground at the date of their final settlement and

disgolution of partnership, September 30,1847, That this square known

as land No, 21, and & portion of a tract of sixteen acres lying along

the south bank of the Missouri river, in said city, alone remains unsold

or undivided. That at the date of their final partition of assets and

dissolution as a town company, the owners of the land comprising 357 acres
were fourteen in number when the land was purchased at a public sale,

November 15, 1838, That in 1848, when a small portlon wae laid off into

town lote and scld, the number of owners had been reduced to seven per=-

I sons with interests as followe:

, Wm. B. Evans, one share; Henry Jobe, one share; Jacob Ragan,

l one share; Fry P, McGee, two shares; John C, MeCoy, twc shares; William

Gillies, three shares; Robert Campbell, four shares.

That about a year after this first sale of town lote, viz.,

in June, 1847, an addition to the former, comprising about 150 lots, was

laid off and eold, and that the residue of the original tract, comprising

two-thirds thereof, wae soon afterward (viz., September 30, 1847) laid

off into thirty separate tracts of land and divided with other assets by

lot, and proper conveyancee made to each proprietor excepting the two

tracts already named as still remaining undivided., That the seven owners
aforesaid never had a charter, by=-lawe or even anarticle of agreement,
but merely met from time to time and decided all questions by a majority
vote.

J. C. McCoy was made secretary and surveyor at the outset and

continued in that capacity until the company dissolved, Septeber 30, 1847.

That a record was kept by him in a2 bock of all the acts and doings of said

town company, which original record book, unmulilated and unchanged, may

be examined by anyone who choses,showing no disposition of the tracte

above named, At the date of dissoclution as a company, September 30, 1847,

there were a small number of graves on the tract of "land No. 281, but for
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the reason that family relatives were buried upon it of one of the pro-
prietore, who etrenuously opposed ites being included in the partition of
assete although nearly, if not all, the other owners were in favor of ite
being included. Thie particular tract was not then, nor has it ever yet
been distributed to ite legitimate owners. That the member of said ftown
company who objected to such distribution conetrucoted a large map or

plat of the entire 357 acres of the town company's land, showing the town
proper, as laid in out 1846, the addition of 150 lote made in 1847, and
lastly, of all the residue of said tract as divided into land squares
without streets, and to whom these latter were partitioned and deedsd,
with the name of the allottee on each.

Upon the sguare in controversy he marked "Land No. 31, donated
for graveyard."

That said plat was never acknowledged, filed or recorded, as
is shown by the absence of any certificate of the recorder upon the same
and by direct testimony of the recorder that the facts in regard to that
matter established by uncontradicted proof curroborated by & memorandum
in the handwriting of the then recorder, wae that the worde "donated for
a graveyard" marked upon the plat of the ground in controversy were not
only not sanctioned by the other proprietors, but that it constituted the
only cause why they refused to sanction or acknowledge the said plat. From
1847 to 1857 the ground continued to be used by any who desired as a burial
ground, no control or care being exeroised by the city over the same. In
the latter year the city ocuncil passed an crdinance forBidding further
buriale therecn and providing severe penalties for its violation., W¥ean-

. while the city had extended and built up all around the old grave yard and

: the question often discuessed in the city council, and sspecially with those

' having real esstate in its near vicinity, was how to rid themselves of the
unsightly and uncared for grave yard in their midet. The latter clase and

' the ones who are and have alwaye been contesting this suit for the city
had another motive which was not only to remove and obllterate every
vestige that would remind one of a grave-yard, but to traneform it inte an
aettractive public park that would greatly enhance the value of their sur-
rounding property as it 1s now and has been since 1879.

There are perhaps not more than one in a thousand of the pree-
end population of the city who know anything of the true facte and merite
of the controversy or indeed fecl any interest in it whatever.

From 1857 until 1878 when the square was levelled off, much
of it to a depth of fifteen to seventeen feet, and the last of the remains

. were either removed to other graveyards or dumped with the earth to make

! fille and crossings in the ravines and the pond near by. Eighteen ordin-

' ances and resolutions in all were enacted and adopted, all having refersnce
to these two settled purposea, viz,, to remove and obliterate the old
graveyard and make on its eite a public park. The title of some of the
ordinancee are as follows,

ReeQlution May 14, 1855t Tec purchase ground in the Union
cemetery for burial purposes.

Reesolution July 8, 1857: Report of special committee on
purchase and in favor of vacating the old graveyard,
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Resolution July 5, 1867: City attorney to inquire into
title and as to propriety of removing all graves to the new cemetery.

Ordinance May 5, 1868: Condemning a portion of Land 31
for publie uses as an alley.

Resolution May 16, 1868: Allowing occupants living on
Land 31 to remain forty daye longer and then to be put off.

Resolution Septembsr 36, 1870: City marshal to gather and
rebury htman bones expcsed by grading streets through the old grave

yard,

Resolution October 18, 1870: City marshal t6 remove a
family living on Land 21 in ten days, if necessary by force.

Resolution: Grading contract with Grant & Hunt confirmed,
city to be in no wise responsible for pay (on four sides of equare).

Regolution Deeember 30, 1873: City engineer to make ar-
rangements for disinterring and reinterring remains.

Resolutlion May 12, 1872t Report of City Engineer Marvin
on same, Gontracts with Undertaker Welden to remove remaine to Union
cemetery referred to.

Regolution of June 13, 1877: Inetruete city engineer to
have the old graveyard square levelled off by the work houss force for
the purpose of depositing rock on same, to be broken by workhouse gang
for street paving,

Reeolution of June 1€, 1877: City engineer to employ work-
hcu;e foroe to grade the old graveyard and get it in shape for a public
park.

Reeolution of June 16, 1878: City engineer to make contract

| for necessary dirt to complete levelling and grading the old graveyard
| .qmr.u

Resolution of December 123, 1878: Senatore and representatives
in legislature requested to present bill authorizing city to condemn for
uges of a public park the land known as block 21, of town of Kaneas.

. Resclution of March 24, 1879: To fence this much needed
park.

Explanatory of the resclution of September 26, 1870, it may
be stated that the cld graveyard extended ocuteide of the square,agroes
Oak street west and Missouri avenue north, the streets consequently
running through the graveyard. The eastern half or more, where familles
lived, toward the ravine, never had graves upon it.

About 1864 one of the largest claimante of the ground seeing
the city, by ordinance and otherwise, had forbidden its use and had en-
tirely vacated and abandoned it as & graveyard, tock poseession of the
square by putting thereon three families of tenants upon the eastern
portion of the square, where there were no graves, and who built houses,
gstables, etc,, and occupled the same for a period of more than three
years. But the city council, by resoclution adopted October 18, 1870,
ordered the marghal to remove them and tear down their houses, which was
done.

Nearly all the graves were upon & high ridge running north
and south parallel with Qak street, the summit of which was about forty
feet east of Oak, and few, if any, were as far east as the middle of the
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square, but many were in Oak street and Missouri avenue. This ridge has
been graded off to a depth of from 8-1/3 feet to the eouth and 17 feet
at the north, an average of about 11 feet, necessitating, of course, the
removal of all remains., The removal of earth from the sguare aforesaid
was begun about 1868, and the entire surface wds leveled off in 1878.

The work of excaveting and leveling was done from firet to
last almoet entirely by the prisoners of the city work house, in charge
of a guard, chlefly at firet to make fillis and crossings of ravines
near by, and for several years st intervale of weeks and monthe apart,
The manner of excavating,especially where nearly all the graves were’
situated, on the west gide, and where the cut was from @ight to seventeen
feet, by undermining at tiie deeired level, and falle that often included
half a dozen graves, mixing promiscuously bonee and earth, rendered it
impossible to save any except the larger bones, and only the larger ones
were gathered and put in emall, cheap, rough boxes, costing 537 cente each,
and taken to the Union cemetery by Undertaker Welden, who aﬁg a contraot
with the city, which lasted two years, at so much a body,/ rteatified
that each box contained an averags of five skulls. His contract only re-
quired him to transfer the hoxes of remains to the Union cemetery, as they
were filled, and rebury them there in the ground belonglng to the city.

The smaller bones were shoveled with the earth into wagons and
dumped into the ravines and the pond on the east side. For instance, the
witnese who had charge of the work house gang that finished the grading,
testified that during hie work he exhumed, or rather took down (for the
original surface was more than ten feet above grade), the remesins of
nineteen graves, and that eight of these were shoveled with the earth and
dumped into the pond on the east side, and the larger bones of eleven were
put into the boxes. As the falls of earth containing human bones often
remained for days and sometimes weeks before removal, it wae notorious that
doge sometimes oarried avay bones, and one witness testified that he saw
them in the act, Human bones and skiills were a familiar sight for years to
those having occasion to pase over or by the cld graveyard during ite re-
construotion into a park. :

From 1857 to 1878, when the cld grave yard was completely
obliterated, leveled off and turned into a public park, it remained simply
an open common for stock,with wagon roads across it uncared for by the
city authoritiee, or any one except in places by persone who had buried
relatives or friende, whose sleeping dust they tried as best they could
to protect from the wholesale desecration going on under the city's dir-
ection. For yeare the eastern part was used as a dump for garbage, and
the western part right where the graves most abounded, for depositories
of large rock piles tc be broken into McAdam, by the chain gang for city
street paving. In 1868 a public notice was published in the Kansas City
Journal, the then offioclal paper of the city under the head of counecil
proceedings, notifying all persons having friends buried there to remove
their remaine, the city authorities having decided upon the removal of
all hdmaen remaine therefrom.

To the only cne of the old town company who kept the ground
from becoming private property, and had friende buried in it, thie notice
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wag an order to remove their remains off, in order that a few interssted
schemers might enhance the value of their surrounding property by turning
it into a public park at the city's expense.

Large numbers, perhaps all vwho saw the notice at home or
abroad, complied with ite requirement. Some, however, were unable to find
the remains of friends, the marks of locality being entirely cbliterated
by wagons, the rock piles and rcaming stock.

In 1878 and 1878 the work of leveling off the equare toc its
present shape was completed and the last reminder or momente of the old,
unsightly graveyard dilsappeared from view and the various crdinances and
resolutions of the city ccuncil vacating it as & graveyard and ordering it
to be converted into a public park were carried out to the letter by Mayor
Shelley., It wae sown in grass, planted in trees with broad diagcnal
walke fifteen feet wide from the four cornere,intersecting at the center,
where a basin wae excavated fifty feet in diameter and about eight feet
deep, where was to be a fountain. Bear caves,and other attractive feat-
ures suitable for a park and a pleasant place of public resort, were also
nearly complseted, in larpe part paid for with hie own means, when, becoming
disgusted with the criticisms of certzin newspapers, he ordered the central
excavation filled and the whcle egquare leveled %o ite present shape. No
blame attaches to him at least for the desecration of gravee, for but few,
if any, were left when he assumed control, He it wae who eecttled the long
pending vexed question and very appropristely by common consent the eguare
has since been known only as thelley park, although an attempt was made to
steal his well earned thunder by some one who on the - June erected over
each of the four entrance gates a painted sign board reading as follows:
"Any person or persone found lounging or playing on the graes in the 'ceme-
tery equare' will be arrested and fined." 1In view of the fact that = band
stand was scon after ite completicn erected near the center, where for
more than & year nightly etraine of mueic, the rever ' funeral, de=
lighted thronge of hundreds of pieasure seckers, and/ geven years this
square had been the delight and home of the loafer and the small boy. Thie
sudden change from gay to'grave was unaccountable until it wae remembered
that the time set for the trial of the case involving the question of
ownership was only ten daye off, when it would be necessary %o not only
call the square a grave yard, but prove it as well to the satisfaction of
a jury.

No name was signed to the notice and no damage resulted axcept
to the purse of the colonel who conceived the bright idea and paid the man
who painted and put up the eign boerds. Mark Twain, weeping over the tomb
of his great ancestor, Adam, was a scene not more ludiocroue than thias late
effort at she lugubrious over a locality where neither & bone or a speck
of human duet in all probability lay within two miles of the spot. Under- /
taker Welden declared that in compliance with his contract with the city
the remains of every grave on the square were removed under his direction
and reinterred at the Union cemetery, and that if any box or boxes of
human bones were re-interred upcn the equare it wae done surreptitioualy,
and in vioclation of his ccntract and the citynordinance,

It is alleged by defendant in the esuit that there are such
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boxes still there. If so, perhaps a portion of the testimony of ex-
Alderman Campbell may give some light in that connection, which was
that he accompanied Alderman Weeton, chairman of the council committee
on internal improvements, to examine and report on the grading work of
the equare, when oomplete, that when arriving on the grounds he saw a
few small boxes near the finlshing place and asked the boss of the
shovellers what they were for, and receiving nc answer, Alderman Weston
plucked him aside by the sleeve, and in undertone said, "We are going
to bury some bonee to hold the square for the city." This, it will be
remembered, wae in the spring of 1879, when the work of leveling off
the square was about finished, and about ten years after the first in-
roads were made on it, What was done with the remaine of gravee during
the many intervening years is clearly proven by many witnesses, parti-
cularly by that of Undertaker Welden and his employees, They were re=
moved at the ¢ity's expense to Union ¢ emetery, in cheap boxes furnished
by Mr, Lovejoy, costing the city 37 cente each, and reburied in ground
bought for that purpose by the city. It can be safely asserted that
since 1879 the entire undisturbed remains of not one of the many graves
made in the old graveyard can be found upon that square of land, No, 21.
A large number of persons complied with the official notice published
in the Journal of 1866,and removed the remeine of friénds and relatives
from the square. The others were either removed to Union cemetery or
dumped with the earth by the work house prisoners, to make fille in
ravines, and to level up the east side,

It is not disputed that the title to the land rests in the
plaintiff claimante. In a suit brought by Grantz against the city in
1874 for grading adjoining streete ,the city counselirr in his answer
to the petition of plaintiff, avers that the ground having been abandon-
ed and vacated as a grave-yard, and the city having no claim of ownership
or title thereto, was not responsible to pay for said grading.

The complaint of the plaintiffs i1s not now, nor has it ever
been, that the ¢ity forbade further burials on the ground or provided
for and caused the removal of the remains to the Union cemetery; but
in the arbitrary and infamous manner the work of desecration was car-
ried out and having accomplished this the city authorities prevent the
plaintiffs from taking poseession of property, their title to which ie
not even'disputed. 8ince the laet remains were exhumed, eight years
ago, not a solitary vestige or monument has been vieible to indicate
what it once was. The removal of the surface earth from more than half
of the square on the western part, from a maximum of seventeen feet
with a maximum fill of ten feet on the east side, completely leveling
it off, has entirely changed ite topography and general aspect. There
is no dispute as to whether it looks better now than formerly- the only
controversy ie as to who has the right of possession., There have been
two triale of this case- the firet waes diemissed by plaintiffs after
trial and before judgement; in the second the jury disagreed, standing
five for the city and seven for the claimante; and a third trial willl
be had at the October term of court Warrensburg where it was sent on
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Plaintiff'e motion for a change of venue. No better reason for asking
the change need be given than may be unmistakably inferred from the un-
guarded sentiment expressed by a gentleman having large property inter~
este not far from Shelley Park, When the jury, after being ocut for
hours, reported their inability to agree, he and sn individual whose
interests were on the side of the claimants and the sheriff were about
10 o'clock at night waiting in the latter's office for the verdict. On
learning the result he indignantly exclaimed " Oh! they done wrong; they
ought to have made up a big purse and employed the moet eminent counsel
to be had; scen the newspapers manufactured public-opinion so as to
carry the case right through." It was merely the dietate of prudence to
have the case tried where personal interests and big purses would have
no weight in the scales of justice. It is claimed that the facts as now
stated are true, and ae proven by the witnesees in the case and as taken
down by the stenographer. Any one who doubts or discredite this can
easily verify their correctness or falaity by the record.

In the former trial of thie case the court decided that the
title to the sqguare reete in the claimants. No conveyance or other
authenticated inetrumente of writing exists whereby they relinquish or
transfer or dedicate their righte in the property to the city or the pub-
lic, The attorneye for the city dieclaim any rights of ownership or
title for the city, but say the land was given to the public for a grave=
yard, and that it 1s still a graveyard. If this be true, why do the
officials refuse, as they do, permission to anyone who once had friends
buried there to probe with an iron rod at the locality where their re-
mains cnce lay in order to establish the truth or faleity of the matter?
Would they permit Mr. L., Mr.R., Mr. K. and others (who testified that
they were unable to find the gravee of friends when the official notice
to remove them wae published) to erect grave stones at the locality? How
would they like to have the broad, beautiful diagonal walke of Shelley
park obstructed with grave stonee? If there are human remains still
buried in that square by what right are the friends of such, whether with |
or without title Webarred from bestowing such care for them as they deem |
proper? If the claim set up by the attorneys who represent the city in
this suit, is correct, then theee questions are pertinent, If their pos-
ition is not tenable in law, or sustained by facte, then it may be safely
left for the courts and the public to decide the fate of "Shelley park",

J. C. McCoy

T % K % % R & % % %X %
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A S HORYT CEAPTER O BANE S,
"PORT FONDA" ve.KANSAS CITY.

(Published in the Kensas City Times, )

Sir: Why was Kanses City sdopted as & name for this pleee? is a
question whieh has been asked e thousand times by strangers, residents,
and almost everybody. At the present time, with its geographicsal
surroundings, it would seem that a more inappropriate name for onr
eity eould not heve been found in our lenguage. It has an exceedingly
one-horse and insignificent sound to a atranger, guggestive only of
gome eross-roads locality - consisting of a tavern, meeting-house
end whipping-poet. All over the continent and beyond, where the fame
of our mervelous growth toward metropolitan greatness has spread, a
great subjeet of wonder no doubt has been, es toc how any eity ceould
grow up rapidly, flourish and be healthy, afflicted with suech a neme.

I am not ono of those who subseribe to the fallaey that "A rose would
smell as sweet by any other name." No publisher could, I imagine,

be indueed to undertake to print the poetie effusions of Naney Muggins
or Peter Nineompoop. Under the guidance of such nemes "Pegasus"
would refuse to rise above the commonest doggerel.

Qur edmiration and respect for the great eity of the lakes - Chiecago -
would be greatly weakened were it known to the world only by the name
of "Skunktown" or "Onionville". A4nd yet it is en indisputeble faet
that the great oity bears those unsavory names in the Pottawatamie
Indian language. It is situated in the former country of that people,
and was known time out of mind by them and other surrounding tribes
a8 "Chieago~i~nok,"eorreetly translated into Englieh, "The plsce of
Skunks", or "Onions",both of the names being similar in sound -
"Chi-ca=gok" is the plural, "Chi-eshk,"or "Chi-cahg," being the
singular. From 1823 fto IB27 I lived on St, Joseph river, sbout ninety
miles distant, end there was &t that time only the o0ld Fort - and a
smell trading village in existenee - at whiech lived the "Kingzies,"
the "Besnbiens," "Dr. Woleot," and a few other families.

But I have wandered from my objective point "Kansas City" - the how -
the why - and the wherefore it wes thus named - with a full knowledge
of 211 the faets I propeose to unravel the mystery, partly to vindiecate
the truth of history, but chiefly to relieve the god-fathers who

named the bantling, from undeserved anathemes and reproach.

The reader will plesse recolleet that in the year 1839 the western
line of Missouri and Arksnsas, was the "ultima thule" of c¢ivilization,
the whole region of country lying westward toward the mountains,
having been set epart in I830 by set of Congress, as & permenent
"Indian Territory", where all the scettered tribeaz were to be collected
and seoured in the peaceful enjoyments of & home forever, to make &
long haelt in their migratory wanderings and quiet rest for the soles
of their moeeasins. Congress by its solemn act aforesaid had made

and promulgated ite deeree, notifying the world at large and adventurous

ih S — . AR, -+t '-—-‘4---_.'_1!8’4"- e Ty T 4 AR ey WS&M’"&E’
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pioneers and bee-hunters in particular, that right here a barrier
wes ereeted whieh they could not overeap with impunity, and to the
westward rolling tide of eivilization wes the command given that
"hitherto shall thy proud waves be stayed."

Do you ask whether sny one, even at that day, was fool enough to
believe any such nonsense? I tell you yes, nearly every intelligent, |
law-abiding man believed and endorsed it. The provisions made in the
act guaranteed to the Indian eternal pocssession, shows that Congress
believed it, end in 1853, when the idea was first broached in Congress,
to remove this barrier, %o orgenize a new Territory and admit whifte
gettlers, a majority of the people of Westorn Missouri oppesed the
measure, and the Hon,D.R.Atehison, of Platte county, seting U. 3.
viece-President, stumped the State making speeches in opposition to
the pwogeet.

In 1839 six or eight of the purchasers of the original town site
of 266 aeres, met in a small log house on the river bank near the
foot of Main street, for the purpose of taking setion to lay the
foundations of & town, whieh they fondly hoped would, in a few brief
eges, number its inhsbitsnts by hundrede if not thousends; their

deliberations were held in this unpretending edifice of John Barley-
eorn, but an adjournment was moved and esrried to the open air,where,
among the wide spreading branches of a venersble oak, these wise men
laid their heads together to devise plans snd serstech out ideas which
were destined to startle the natives, snd smong other grave questions
discussed and deeided was that of selleciing a proper name for the
embryo eity. Among the number of those there sssembled wes =n old
gentleman named Abreham Fonda, who had smessed s eonsiderable fortune
as & grocery merchant at Louisville, EKy. To him reelly belonged the

honor of projeeting the idea of makin$ a town at this point, sand when
the land was sold at the commisgiocner’s sale, he was one of the four-
teen partners in the purchase; & previous sale had been made at which
he and & Mr. Clark, were the only purchasers. Thig firset sale was,
however, set aside by the Court, snd three new commissioners appointed

to make another sele. Fonda hed set his heart on neming the new town
"Port Fonda", by the way a very original and proper neme, but a majority
of the,@ﬁ%ﬁﬂietora did not like him very well, and for thal reason

slone refused to allow him to hand down his name to posterity and

leave them out in the eold. Had he been versed in our modern ways

of eettlinf guch mattere he could have very eagily adjusted this

trifling diffienlty by offering & QUID PRO QUO, negleeting which

he exchanged immortelity for oblivion, and soon afterwards eold out

his interests in disgust, mentelly ejaculating no doubt "sie transit

gloria Fonda." The name Kansas City wes then sdopted, simply because

none of the others eould think of anything betler or more appropriate,

the town site being in view of the mouth of the Eanses river.

For one 1 am truly sorry that the neme "Port Fonde™ was not adopted,

and suggest the propriety of petitioning the Lefialature to change

the neme before our Kensas neighbors over the line perfect their plans

to gobble up our fair eity, whieh they seem determined to accomplish.

Long railroads have been stolen, why not eities? One is foreibly

reminded by this matter of a passege in Holy writ which reads thus,
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"Simon, Simon, Setan hath desired thee that he may sift thee as wheat.”
Qur eity would no doubt be greatly benefited by a thorough sifting,
but I am very mueh opposed to letting the contract to Satan to do the |
job. Well, having pretty well exhausted my ammunition on Kansas ‘
City I would like to give a few parting shots at a few other Western |
names - if this chapter is not already too long - if it is, the printer |
is at liberty to curtail it. FPirst, then, "Mississippi" cannot be |
translated so as to mean "Father of Waters" in any language, aboriginal !
or eivilized, but simply "large or big river". "Sippi," giving the |
letter "1" the French gound of "E" is the name for river in the i
Shawnee, Pottawattomie, Chippewa, and other Indian languages.
In the Shawnee "ligi-gipe™ means literally "1ar§a river". {
In the FPottawattomie,ete.,it would be "lisha-gipe. Du Pratz , in his |
history of Louisiana, published more than s hundred yeers ago, gave that
as the meaning of the word. The great Missouri river was called, |
or rather described to the first French explorers from Canada, as ‘
"Meah-cha-sipi,"” literally "big or large bad river". |
Doubtless verious tribes had other names for these great rivers. |
But in meking enquiries of the Aborigines whereby to consiruet a map
of the new country, and being compelled to gather imformation without !
any knowledge of their language, they very often obtained a desceription |
or characteristic instead of the real name. Thus the word "Illinois"
in the language of the tribes, living at that time on its waters,viz:
"Miamis Piankeshaws;"™ and also in the Shawnee language means literally
" & man," "I11ini"™ translated into English is "man."
1 suppose the origin of the name is this : The first explorers
of the Mississippi and ite waters were Frenech Cenadians, who penetrated I
the country by way of the lakes and thence down the Illinois river
to the lississippi. These explorers find a tribe of Indiens, and
i by signs end disgrams seek imformation of the native. Desiring to
| ascertain the name of this tribe or people they point to a man, the
Indian immedistely says "Illini." Then he points Yo another and
another and receives the same answer. And straightwey they are set
down in his vocabulary &s a people ealling themselves I1lini, or
| Illinois. A rude mep is mede for the Indians, showing the country
already explored by these travelers. And the Indien is asked to
eomplete it to the unknown South and westward. He draws the eourse
of the mighty Missiseippi and says "Msi-si-pi,"” (big river), then
draws the eourse of the Missouri and says "Meah-cha=-sipi, (big bad
river), and 8o on ad infinitum. But I have no time to pursue this
subject any further, end will elose by proposing the health of "Port
Fonde."
Jl c. M.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A _FLOOD,

Personal Recollsctions of Floode in the Missouri
end Faw by "An"0ld Timer"- Perils of the Flood of 1844,

(Published in the Kansas City Journal-

& % & F F F 8 B ¥ 5 %

The subject of floode in the Missouri and Kansas river
in the past, and the probabilities of their recurrence in the future
ie neither a pleasant or popular theme tc talk or write about just
now, and thoese who indulge in speculations or predictions of danger
are lecoked upon &s croakers and birds of evil omen, especially by
those whose interessta would be in jeopardy in the event of their
fulfillment. This is very plainly shown by the wa ;ng¥ gsrsona in-
tereeted in West Kansae City and the bottom 1andl/§ vé'Fedd¥¥8d warn-
inge and statements of the United States engineer as t¢ the probable
denger of & devestating flood in the Misscuri river, and which appear-
ed in the Journal a few days ago, His statements have, I think, pro-
voked a good deal of unjuet and unnecessary criticiem and commeat.

He is 2 stranger to me, but holding the position of trust and re-
eponsibility he does in the engineer service of the government, we
mey esafely ccnclude thet he is &t least theoretically compstent and
certainly possgesses the most correoct information obtainable to enable
him to form & proper estimate of the danger t¢ be apprehended. Not
only this, but it is his especial business to study the situation.

He is in poseession of all the fects and facilities requieite to form
a correct conclusion in the premises.

Now, granting that it is his deliberate judgement formed
from these sourges that the dire calamity of a devastating flood was
likely to sweep over the Weet Kansae City bottoms, causing the loss
of miilions of dollars value in property and perhaps many lives, his
failure to give timely warning would under the circumstances be looked
upon:as little short of murder; and then, if his prediotione fail and
the elesments over which he has no control:are propitious, why then he
subjects himeelf to ungenerous flings and jeers. His situation in the
premises is one of great pesponsibility and certainly by no means to
be envied, Having esome knowledge of facte connected with floode in
the Missouri river, I will venture, disagreeable as the subject may
be to many, to briefly etate them. Physic albeit nauseating, 1s some
timee very beneficisl to general health. We may sincerely hope the
general health in this cese is in no denger at present, The records
of the paet tell us of only three floode that may be regarded as
devastating, viz: in 1782, 1826 and 1844, (One other in 1843 only
partially eo, and many others where the overflows caueed little or
no damage), According to my recollection the overflow of 1843, oc-
curing the laet of May and the let of June reached & height about slx
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feet lower than that of the succeeding yecar of June, 1844 and the damage
was correspondingly less. The winter of 1842-3 was & long, hard one
with much snow toward the mountains. In January there was a general
thaw and break up with fine weather lasting nearly three weske and the
steamer "Ione" ascended the river %o Kansass City. On the day of her
arrival it turned suddenly cold, the river froze up agein and so re-
mained until near the lst of May, during whioh time the boat remained
near the foot of Grand avenus.

The rise of water im 1843 was high enough to wash away
some heavy new one story log houses etending near the river bank at the
lower end of Harlem, which I had put up et the beginning of winter.

I stood on the levee one day and witnessed their departure with sudden
lurch and a graceful sweep of the upper end toward the river they
mingled and melted away in the boiling flood: Have I told this story

80 often that I really believe it wae an actual oocurrence, and that
rumors of the snowfielde to the northwest caused me as scon as the ice
was out of the river to varmose the imperiled ranch, Nay, even before
that cecurred thet I pulled down one house and hauled the hewed logs
acroee on the ice and put them up to live in near the foot of William
street? Does any one doubt the correctnese of this statement? And '
that this ocourredin 1843, the year before the great flood, I hope

not, for I am now going to say something of another flood that far ex~
ceceded this one in ite desolating effects~- that which cccureed from

the 13th to 16th of June 1844, %ha water rome to 2 height of six feet
or more above that of the previcus year. The Misscuri river at about
the 13th wae only a few feet over the bottom lands, but the great volume
of water thet came down the Kansas river medly rushing against the
mighty Missouri caused the seething waters to pile up at the vicinity
of the mouth, no doubt several feet higher than they would have done

had they met at the point of junction more cbligquely.

On the morning of the 1l4th Col. Wm. M, Chick, who wes
temporerily occupying with hie family & house he owned, which stoocd on
the east side of Turkey creek, not far southeast of the State Line houee,
weg surprissd %o find the water just rising esbove the banke of the oreek.
By 9 c¢'clock it had reached the door-gtep, and as the ground was lower
toward the hille eastward, he Jdeemed it sdviesble to seek a place of
esafety on higher ground, which they succeeded in doing with the aid of a
canoe or smell boat, His daughter, Mre. Peery, went to the hille near
Twelfth estrest on a horse, the water being then about mid-side to the
horse nsar the hills. From thence she made her way to my house, two
miles south of the oity, and astoniehed me by her statement of facts. I
galloped down to the ferry aoroes the river, which I owned and ran =2t
that time, and taking & skiff, with Cel., John Polk, we made our wey, with
great difficulty and danger, up through the woods to the house, where we
arrived by about 13 o'clock, and found the water about waist deep on
the lower floor. We secured as manyarticles as our skiff would carry,
placed the balance out of the reach of the water, and made our way back
to the ferry, where I immediately esecured a party of about ten perscna
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to take up the ferry flat to secure that which was left,

The seething, foaming flood of ‘water was not only dashing
madly cenwazd in the river channel, but it swept across the heavily
timbered bottom of West Kansae, from bluff to bluff, with a roar al-
most deafening- with the aid of twenty or more men in rounding the
rocky headland above the bridge, we finally reached the bullding about
4 o'clock p.m., when we found the water had reached nearly to the upper
floor, Placing the boat beside the house we tore off a portion of
the roof, the eaves of which wae probably five feet above the boat-
the upper window being too small to pass dut the furniture. Belng now
nearly dark we held & council, and decided to tie up for the night,
deeming it unsafe to venture into the river in the dark. So we ran up
to the emckehouse, buillt of heavy logs, in which about 5,000 pounds of
bacon was floating about, and there spent the long, dreary hours of
the night in roasting bacon and hams &nd telling marvelous tales of
blood curdling scenee that never happened, probably.

In the morning we found that the depth of water under our
boat was at least ten feet,and the water etill rising.

Now, those who feel disposed to belleve the sbove statement
of fects can make their own estimate of the rapidity of the rise of
water in twelve hours from the morning of June 14, I make it from
eight to ten feet. 1Is this incredible? If so, ask Col, Polk, Allen
McGee, William Mulkey, and othere who spent the night with me in that
flood of waters.

I will now mention only one other episode of that eventful
dey in Weet Kaneas. During the night of the 15th, and the next morning,
from time to time loud cries of distress were heard over at Wyandott, in
the direction of the residence of Louis Tromley, who then lived hear
the Missouri south bank, jwst east of the state line. Those who listened
to those ories knew full well that the old man was in deep trouble, as
well as deep waters, but the impetuoue Kaw forced its mad waters into
the broad sea of the Missouri with a current so rapid that 1t was im-
poesible to get the ferry flat acrose to the opposite woods (for there
were no banke then) without cordeling the boat some distance up the:
Kaw, and before this could be done darknese had .overspread the desdlate
scene., At early dawn brave hearts and s trong arme were ready for the
rescue, Isalah Walker, Ethan Long, Russell Garret, David Froman, and
Tall Charles, of Wyandott, scon made their way with the boat, cuiting
their way through the woods, to pcor old Tromley, whom they found
perched in a tree, and a few hundred yards farther on his wife in
another tree, and a short distance further his boy sitting astraddle
of the comb of the house which wae juet beginning to eway into the
seething waters of the river,

Tromley had tried to make his way to Wyandott on a log,
in order to procure a boat and help, but finding he would be inevitably
ewept into the Missouri, he desisted from his effort and betook himeelf
to his perch in the tree, and thus passed the long vigils of that
dreary, desoclate night ¢f these three hapless persons. Poor Trohley
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meanwhile trying throughout ite long watches to cheer and comfort hie
terrified wife and boy, who he was unable to reach., The rescuers took
them to the hille, near Twelfth street, on their way, picking up

some othere as they went. Soon afterwards old Tromley's house,with
his favorite dog perched upon ite top, was seen by the hundreds geth-
ered on the hillesides passing rapidly down in mid current and poor
Tromley, who had just arrived, calling to his dog by name, who set
up & mournful wail and the old man seemed diesposed to dash in to its
rescus. During this day, the 15th, the Wyandott rescuers, were buey
saving persons and property in the West Kansas bottom until darkness
closed thelr labore, theirs being the only boat that operated on that
day, and after that none was needed for nothing was left to save of
life or prcperty. On the same day I went down with an old horse boat
I had and brought up Mre. Chouteau and her household goods from her
homestead below East Kansas, to the high ground above,

Now, Mr, Editor, I have written theee few incidente of

the great flood of 1844 not as a sensation, for the facts are just ae
I have related them without any undue coloring. Neither have I done
80 to create any unnecessary alarm for I don't know that there are any
grounde for any, but simply to communicate some facts that everyone
having interests in the river bottoms ought to know, But emart people
may laugh me to scorn, and sc they would have done to old Tromley a
day or two before he went to roost in that hackberry tree, had he been
%uilty of the same indiscretion. I have seen times when I would have

elt supremely happy to be sitting astraddle of a good dry log with
my ~nether sxtremitiee dangling in the waters beneath.

J. C. M,

X 4 % K %k % ¥ %2 % % K % ®
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TALES OF AN OLD TIMER.

Another Batch of Interesting Facte From
J. C, McCey.

——— s o o o o i

Something About the Indians Who form-
erly Lived Hereabouts. |

How the Price of Real Estate has Ad-
vanced Since Missouri Became a State.

(Published in the Kansas City Journal - March 33, 1879.- )

For reasons not necessary to mention, I have for a
time suepended the monotonous task of unwinding the tangled
threads of my old time yarns, for which providential circumstance
the readers of the JOURNAL are no doubt very thankful. Indeed,

I had about come to the conclusion that a suapension sine die
would be in order, and more acceptable than any other service I
could render the public., But it seems necessary and proper for
me to again cut loose from my moorings. I am in receipt of sever-
al letters making inquiries and suggestions, several ssteemed
friends have been so kind or unkind as to say they had actually
read my former effusions with some interest, as much as to say,
let yourself out old fellow- and then I wish to make a few explanas
tions and corrections of dates and facts heretofore mentioned. Few
indeed are the mortals, great or small, who are innocent 6f the
weakness of vanity in some degree, or proof againet flattery. This
is a characteristic of humanity almost, but not quite universal.
I have known one or two good men who were so guileless, humble and
unassuming that they ssemed to be continually asking gardon of God
and their fellow men for being in the world at all. That, however,
I think, is too much.

LIKE THE INDIAN'S POLE,
which wae so straight that it lesned over a little, or the Kentuckian's
eweetheart, who was so highly accomplished and could sing so high
that she some times went clean out of hearing.

This characteristic crops out in the urchin when he dons
his first pair of trowsers, and forthwith feels on his lip for a
sprouting moustache.

The sage and the savage, the Monarch and the mendicant,
the wiee and the unwise can all be tickled in some way by applying
the proper way and means, and we may as well confess that even an
old unsophisticated backwoodsmen is but clay of plastic temper.
Therefore I make no apology but proceed renovare 4clorem.
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Here and there in Missouri are etill left a small number
of the forlorn hope of men and women, who first pushed their way
through the trackless wilderneass westward and tramped down the
nettles in this now favored land. Sudden and startling contracts
have a wonderful attraction, and they can fully realize the original
features in the picture of the past and the present. True, the
development and the unfolding of the panorama during the first
thirty years was slow and steady, giving no premonitions of its
present brilliant attractive coloring, but then they are esnabled to
look upon and sppreciate ths amazing difference between the beginning
and the present. In the vast area of country lying west of the
Missiseippi river betwssn the Missouri River and the Arkansas, for .
at least six hundred miles,

THE ONLY INHABITANTS

that are known to have ever lived therein originally were about

six thousand Osages, about two thousand Kanzans, a few hundred
Quapaws, and a few hundred Misscurians- not exceeding, probably, ten
thousand souls in all. This vast fertlle region had remained in a
state of nature since the creation; and this is about the true hisfory
of the entire valley of the Miseissippi., Archeoclogiste have, no
doubt, unearthed meny interesting relics and evidences of past ages,
and have written volumee of suppositions and fine spum theories, but
none of them, I think, furnieh any preoof that this region was ever
peopled by any other race than savages. By a treaty with the Osages,
mede at Fort Clark (afterward callsd Fort Osage, in the northeast
corner of Jackson county), they sell the following country: "Beginning
at Fort Clark, on the Missocuri, five miles above Fire-Prairie creek,
and running thence & due south course to the Arkaneas and down the
same to the Miesiseippi, hereby ceding and relinquishing forever to
the United States 21l the lands which lie sast of said line and Nerth
of the southwardly bank of said river Arkansas, and all lands situated
northwardly of the Miesouri river, " and "a tract of two leagues
square, to embrace Fort Clark;"™ and also excepting a tract of twenty-
five miles square in the southeastern portion of the State, granted
by Spain in 1793 to some Delawaree and Shawnees,

i THIS LITTLE PRINCIPALITY

wae to "the Creat Qsage nation merchandise to the amount or value of
one thousand dollars, and to the Little Osage nation merchandise to
the amount or value of five hundred dollars,” and in addition there-
to, "to the Great Osage nation the sum of eight hundred dollars,

and to the Little Osage nation the sum of four hundred déllars," the
total consideration being $2,700, about half the' price of one corner
lot in Leadville, and quite a speculation for Uncle Samuel. But then
the price paid was about as good as the title he got. The arguments
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in favor of their signing this treaty were very weighty with the Osages.
The United States agrsed to "establish this place (Fort Osage) and
permanently continue at 211l seascns of the year a well assorted store
of gocde for the purpose of bartering with them on moderate terms for
their peltries and fure; tc build them & house or water mill, and to
maintain a blackemith shop."

Merriweather Lewls, the first governor of Louielana ter-
ritory, in his instruotions to Peter Chouteau, the agent and com=
miesioner, who

NEGOTIATED THE TREATY,

among others gave the following: "Those of the Great and Little Csages
who refused to sanction thie treaty can have no future hopes that

their pretentions to those lands now claimed by them will ever be re-
spected by the United States, for it is our unalterable determination
that if they are to be considered our friendes and allies they must

gign that instrument, conform to ite stipulations and establish their
permanent villages near the Fort erected a little above Fire Prairie
creek. Those who neglect to do 80, either by themselves ¢r by the
head of their family, must not under any pretext whatever bte supplied
with merchandise, either from the facteory or by 1nd1?iduat traders,

&c. The method of the old Dutch school masters was to instill learning
inte their pupile by paddling it into their bottome- and abocut thersame
method on & larger scale scemsd to be that adopted by our Uncle Sam to
civilize hie refrectory children in the far West. 'Suaviter in modo

if you will, but fortitur in re if you won't, Well, so far as those
thisving Osages are concerned, I don't know but the method was a gcod
one, My reccllections of this branch of the noble red man &re by no
means pleasant. On eeveral occasions my little surveying party was
somewhat roughly handled by them, although we generally managed to

come out of our shirmishes

WITH FLYING COLORS,

but on one occasion, with tattered garments. We were in 1836 retumning
from & long trip of several monthe to the Southwest, and cur escort of
dragoons had left us at the Arkensas. Arriving at old White Hair's
village, seven milee below Osage Mission, the river belng toe full

to ford, I bargained for the ferriage of our outfit in their skin
boats, A skin boat is simply a large buffalo skin shorn of hair and
dressed until somewhat pliable; the sharp €ernera cut off and holes

cut around the ddges, in which & raw hide tug is run, The articles !
to be transportsd are laid on the robe, the tug drawn tight, making

a big bundle, and then pushed into the water. An old squaw or & buck
takes one end of ‘& tug in hie teeth, whilet the other end is fastened
to the bundle, and swime over to the cpposite eide. These will ezsily
carry & large man, but it is neceseary to have stloks crosewise to

hold the sides cut. OQur chief cook, Tom, a colored man being unable
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to swim, laid down on the robe,and was being placed in position by
the old squaw who superintended the process., It is necessary to
lay flat on the side, doubled up as much as possible and with head
enclosed. Tom persisted in sticking his wooly head out- the old
squaw persisted in pushing it down, and fipally administered to
him a vigorous tox. Tom grabed the old lady by her long hair, and
pulled himself loose from his encasing, and for a short time things
werelively between them, but I interposed

BETWEEN THE BELLIGERENTS

and finally launched him out upon his periloue voyage. The men and
horeess were all safely over, and I wae still on the western bank
watching the last load when the men halloed over that the Indlans
were teking our things. I answered back directing them to hold the
fort and I swam acrose at my best spesd. As I went up to the pile
of our goocds, which was surrounded by my seven men and a swarm of
naked Osages, I jerked one of our blankets off of a stalwart old
fellow who immediately picked up a small sack contalning about a
gallon of flour, the last of that article left. T then gave him

& persuasive with my fiet which landed on his breast instead of hie
nose where I intended it. At his call two big bucks bounced down
on me, then three of my men bounced down on the two bucks, then a
fow more Indians on them and then the reserve and rear guard of my
men commenced playing a lively tattoo upstairs with clubse, butcher
knives and fists. Meanwhile, the old wossash and I were pretty
well

SQUEEZED INTO A JELLY

: down in the soft mud left bythe receding waters wholly unable to
exchange courtesies of any kind except tb scratch and pull hair,
in which exercise he had greatly the advantage, his head being bare
as a pealed onion except the scalp lock, Suffice it to say that
the victory was ocurs, but in such a plight as would have startled
our mothers. I was modestly clad in a single garment when the
exercises commenced, when they ended- well, I didn't take an in=-
ventory except ¢of the soft mud which was laviehly laid on from the
crown of my head to the scles of my feet.

The Indiens got off with only one blanket. This was

¥ only one of many similar episodes that ococured in our frequent
meetings with that thiévieh people- and the recollection of whose
unmitigated meanness has led me into this wide discuesion. Having
shown the originsl purchase money paid to the few roving aborigines
therein for the forty or fifty millione of acres, more or less,
lying between the Arkansas and Missouri rivers, ae far West as
Fort Osage, to be about $3,000, let us see how much the north
half of the State of
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MISSOURI COST OUR UNCLE.

The only aboriginal claimants to that portion were
the Iowas, Sacs and Foxes, numbering nc less than two thousand, (The
main portion of the Sacs and Foxes lived in Illinois and Iowa,) These
tribes, by treaty (Aug. 4, 1824) conveyed all their rights as far
north as the northern boundary of the State, from the Mississippi
river west to the western boundary of Misgouri, the consideration
being to the Iowas, cash or merchandise, £1,000, and $500 to be paid
annually for ten years, and the latter $500 in cash or merchandise
and $500 annually for ten years, the whole cash aggregating $12,500
for about two million acres- cheep enough, surely. It is no wonder
that our Uncle Sam was rich encugh toc give ue 2ll a farm, at
$3.00 per acre- the 0ld price for government lande., We must con-
fese, however, that he sometimes made some very bad bargains. For
inetance, he gave to the Delawares and Shawnees for the miserably
poor country comprieing their Spanish grant above named- to the
Shawnees § 25,000 and %ifty milss square (1,500,000 acres) west of
snd adjoining the State line of Misscuri, and to the Delawares an
emount in mconey and land etill larger and more valuable, on the North
eide of the Funeae river, besides many other valuable concessions.

The univereal law among all Indian tribes is blocd for
blood, or a satisfactory ransom from the slayer or his friende teo
the relativee and friends c¢f the slain. This law ig inexorsble, and
no one, not even the chiefs in authority, have a right to interfere
with ites strict enforcement to the letter. If the negotiations are
satiesfactory, the payment ie generally in horsee and other valuables,
the amount, kind, and indeed the question of receiving pay at all as
satisfaction, being left entirely with the friends of the deceased,
An Osage Indian had killed one of his peopla of some note. He was
elther unable or unwilling to compromise

THE DEED OF BLOOD,

ahd fled first to the Quapaws, on the Arkansas, but the avengers of i
blood were on his track; he then fled to the Kangans, where they
pursued him, and then to Fort Osage, where he told his ptory and |
affirmed that he was now done running. It was not long before thse |
pursuers were seen rapidly approaching across the prairis south of
the fort, Calmly and proudly the fugitive walked out of the stockade
to the top of a small eminence, singing &s he went - hig : Oown funeral
dirge, and when the avengere had approached to within about two hun-
#red yards of him he threw aside his blanket, bared his naked bosom
and continued his death-eong while receiving the showex of bullete
and arrows that rained upon him like haill; never for a moment flinch-
ing or turning from the foe until his epirit tock ite flight to the
happy huntin%ngraundu.
his hastily written episode, every word true, with a
judicicus and liberal admixture of fiction, would make the foundation
of a nice little story for the next edition of that invaluable re-
cord of heroes, statesmen, men of buckram and- soforths,called the
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"Commonwealth of Missouri." And thie hint ie thrown out gratis, hop-
ing it may catch the eye of the editor, "Verbum sap,” which being
interpreted means:-"a wink is as good as & nod to a blind man."
But as usual I am sailing away cut of my latitude and
must get back to our muttoen chops. :

THE FACTORY SYSTEM

¢f conducting trade with the Indian tribee, which was adopted about
the beginning of the present century, was discontinued about 1823,
and the factor at the post of Fort Osage, Col, Geo. C. Sibley, left
within a year or two afterwards, and the fort and village gradually
went into dilapidation and decay. In 1835 Congress passed an act
to lay out a road from the frontier settlements of Misscuri to the
confines of New Mexico. The commissionera appointed to lay out and
make the road, Reeves, Sibley and Mather, commenced the same at
Fort Osage, passing out by Blue Springe, New Santa Fe, near Olathe,
etc., and on the 10th and 16th of Aug. 1825, held a big talk, made a
big treaty and smokad up a big pile of Uncle Sam's tobacco at Council
Grove with ths Osage and Kaw Indians, from which circumetances that
celebrated locality derived its name. Ccl. Joseph C. Brown, of St.
Louis county, who surveyed the western boundary of the State, was the
surveyor of the road. It was of no benefit whatever, as no work was
done upon it, except to throw up scme large mounds of earth, and the
travelers never paid any attention tec it, but selected their own
route as best suited them.

Conecious of my incompetency to do justice to the theme
I will make no attempt to describe the grand, living, moving panorame
that has been unfolding in this favored land during the past half
century, before my eyes. It would require a volume of no small size,
and a pen more skilled, and qualifications far greater than I possess,
tg delineate the varied and striking details and fsatures, the wonderful
changes,

THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS,

and the aatounding, stupendous results, that are now manifest.

These changes are not confined to the physical aspect of
the land, but include the entire economy of civilized life, of the
husbandman, the artisan, ths mavigator, the thousand manufactories
and industries of the land.

Many of our old citizens are still living, and will re-
member listening to & speech delivered in the old brick church in

. Westport, about the yesar 1845 by Senator Thomas H. Benton, who had

‘ accompanied his sog~in-law, Col, Fremont, and Lieut. Beale thus far

. on one of their expeditions to the etill farther weat. He described
| minutely all the details and purposes of ths expedition and proposed
| route of the party in search of the shortest practicable route across
j the continent for & great nstional highway or railroad to the Pacific
| coast. He tried to demonstrate ite feasibility and the grand re=-
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gsults that would flow from ite conetruction, and almost startled his
listeners by the assertion of his firm belief that many were then
present who would live to see the fulfillment of hie predictions. If
a prophet had risen in that assembly and announced that in the year
1878 these predictions would not only be verified in full, but they
were but faer short of the grand results that would then exist, and
that are now certain to be developed during the nineteenth century,

I imagineithat grand

FAR SEEING STATESMAN

would himeelf have been somewhat startled and incredulous.

Hie predictions are not only realized in full, but in
addition thereto more stupendous results have followed, involving
the intereets of millions of the human race, reaching to the far
eastern cradles of christianity by way of the Weet. I need only
allude to these great established facts that are known and read of
by all men, the only features I need attempt to delineate in the
wonderful panorame of the past and unfolded up to the present time
are the faint outlines that were visible in ite incipient and
earlier stages.

That man of Lewis & Clark's exploring party, who on the
15th of August, 1806 killed the elk in the center of the site of
Kaneas City, if he were now living and could be suddenly set down
at the very point, would be dumfounded beyond measure at his sur-
roundings, and we doubt not the astonished throng would be no less
amazed with the apparition of that uncouth specimen of humanity,
clothed in skine and without a thread of woven fabric on his person,
who had lived nearly one whole year on dog meat. This would be
only one of the thousand lights and shadows that go to illustrate .
our panoremé&, I have a vivid and lasting recollection of the

BEWILDERING ASTONISHMENT

when & boy as I firet rode down the orowded main street of Cincinnati

in 1835, that great city of thirteen thousand inhabitahtes, I was

certain that some great catastrophe had just happened to call out |
such a great number of people, albeit not half as many as may be seen I
at any hour on any of the thoroughfares of our city. And, by the

way, while speaking of the great Porkopolis, I may as well mention a

fact that occurs to me that may serve to give coloring to my end of

the pancrama, I remember seeing the shingles taken off of scme old

buildinge (built probebly by John Cleves Symmes, with whose sons I

went to school), to be replaced by new ones. Thoee old shingles had

been fastened on with wooden pege before cut naile made by machinery

were invented- all naile previcusly used since the flood being made
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by the slow process of hammering out by hand. As to the process used
by Tubal Cain I wouldn't venture to say. Not long after Kansas City
was laid off, I sold to A.B, Conville the entire block of ten lote
(60 feet front, bounded by Fourth and Fifth- Wyandotte and Central
gtreete, upon which is now situsted the Lindell Hotel- and three acres
of ground fronting on Broadway) for §$300. It ie agreat comfort to
me now to know that my respected uncle at that time wae about ae

reen a8 I wae- our hind*sights good, but our foretsights- oh, well,

will drop the subject,

From the year 1808, when the government established &

trading post at Fort Osage until 1835, when the portion of the
county lying west of that place was thrown

OPEN TO WHITE SETTLERS,

the incidente and matters of historical interest pertaining to

Jackson county, which are very many, all cluster within and around

the reservation of six miles square around that post, Several chapters

of much interest might be written.about the events that transpired

and the persons who figured during that periocd, but 1t would require

more time and research than I can now give to the subject. <~ I will

now briefly mention only ¢6ne incident that occurs to me, told to me

by Mr. Bfight, a missionary of the old Harmony mission, near Pappine- N |
ville, on the Osage river, which was established by the Presbyterian i
B. C. F. M, in 1833, and who witnessed the scene at the Fort:

ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION.

A year or two afterwards I saw in a large upper room of |

Bruen's foundry in Lexington, Kentucky, a diminutive model of & rall-
road car, large enough to bear the weight of one large man or two
ladies exhibited to the astonished ocitizens of that wealthy, enlight-
ened modern Athens. This car with four wheels and a plain square
body with one seat was pulled around on iron rails fastened to the
floor by = emall cotton twine, the object of the exhibition being to
convince the people of the feasibility and utility of railroads.
there being at that time none west of the Allegheny mountains. Many

* & wise-acre shook his head in unbelief, but enough of them were con~
vinced of the importance of the invention to form a company to test
ites practicability. Professor Matthews of Transylvania universlty,
was engaged to make a preliminary survey for a road from Lexington
to Frenkfort, twenty-four miles- his entire corps conesisted of students,
and I have a vivid remembrance of the jolly good tim® enjoyed by
that band of amatesurscivil engineere, where the doors of every mansion
on the route stood wide open for their entertainment. After many de-
lays and discouragements the road was completed with flat iron raiis
fastened to blocke of hewn stone and started by mule power, no wooden
ties being used. Railroad men can estimate the length of time it
required to jolt the life out of the railroad stock and the breath
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