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. FREDERIC H. OLANDER - Py
Long Distance Phone L.D. 120 vice PrEsiDENT g Local Phone Victor 6601

June 28, 1928

Mr.J.H.Mercer,

Live Stock Sanitary Commissioner,
state House,

Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr.,Mercer:

I have your letter of the 27th in re the
matter of the humane officer appointed by Wysndette County to operate on
these yards. I have since learned of the instance that you mentioned
in your letter, However, outside of this I am not aware of any other
complaints within the last few months, We have had several set-to's
with Mr,Murphy since he succeeded Mr,Smith but nothing to speak of during
the last six months. I understand that Dr.Butin has asked Mr.Murphy to
notify him in all cases of crippled animals where there is some doubt as )
to whether the animal should be killed or hauled for slaughter. If this
ias followed out, I believe there will be little cause for complaint in the
future.

In regard to the Kansas Statutes applying
to the destruction of animals, will say, I know of no cases where these
animels have heen abandoned by the owner. Again, very few of them are
worth less than §5.,00, In regard to the appraisal , I am wondering who
is the proper authority to do this ¢ I will be very glad to keep you
advised of any developments in this matter that should come to your attention
because I am fully in accord with your views that a matter of this kind should
be handled with good judgment, keeping always in mind the interest of the
owner, I have been unable to learn up to this writing whether or not the
four packers are paying this officer a salary of $100,00 per month. It has
always been my understanding that he was paid by the Society. I will attempt
to gain more information on this point, however, and will advise you at that
time,

I have seen no report on the meeting of the
Meat Board at Omahs and consequently, em wondering whether or not you were
selected | to head up the work another year, I sincerely hope that this is
the case as your record made last year, was in line with your usual good

service,
With kindest personal regards and best wishes,

I remain g e
FO*B 7%%
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Asst, General Live Stock Agent
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Kansas City, Mo. July 3, 1928.

Mr, J. H, Mercer,
Live Stock Sanitary Commissioner,
Topeka, Kansas,
Dear Sir:
Your letter June 27the

Home address of W, J., M, Murphy
is -

1021 Sandusky Avenue,
Kansas City, Kansas.

His business address is W.J.l.

Murphy, Humane Officer, in care of Kansas City
Stock Yards Company, Kansas City, Miasouri, ﬂ

Yours truly, yJ}
w9

CRWe GM
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KANSAS CITY STOCK YARDS COMPANY
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

GEORGE R.CoLLETT
RESIDENT

July 19, 1928

Mr, J, H. Mercer,
Live Stock Senitary Commissioner,
Topeke, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Mercer:

Pardon, please, for the delay in
answering your letter of June twenty-seventh, which
was addressed to lir. Weeks and came in after his
departure for the West.

We understand that the Mr. W. J.
Murphy referred to is employed by the National
Humane Society and has been issued a Kansas
commission by the Police Department of Kansas City,
EKansas, Further, we understand from lMrs. Liggett,
Superintendent of the Wyandotte County Humane
Society, that they appointed Mr. Murphy humane
officer in the Kansas City Stock Yards and he draws
his salary from the Packers.

Inasmuch as you are working very
closely with the Packers through the Meat Board,
possibly you will want to take the matter up with
them, or possibly it comes within the supervision
of the Packers and Stock Yards Supervisor in this
markets I have not said anything to him about it
because I do not have any reference to the case.

Certainly, if what you say in the
second paragraph of your letter is correct, some
action should be taken.

GRC:R
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Kansas City, lo.,
Avgust 11, 1928,

Mr. J. H, Morger,
state Livestock Sanitary Commissioner,
Topeka, Kans.

Dear Sir:

2 It hag slways been the custom, or rule, of the
B.A.I. where ante-mortem inspection is conducted, to teke
the temperature of all downer animsls. Animals that are
hurt, bruised sbout the body, or suffering from internal
injuries, ete. The ante-moréem inspector, in taking these
temperatures, finds an enimal with a temperature 4 degrees
over or under normal temperature will not allow same %o be
slsughtered in the pecking house, but will either allow it
to be held infefinately or killed and sent to the dead house,
for which we are sallowed & small sum for fallen hide and a
tanked carcass. It seems to the writer that this rule is
doing awey with a good many sound meat animsls. 1In fact during
extremee hot weather we will loose on an average of 10 cattle
& week, likewise in extreme cold weather. On an enimal thet
comes into the pens out of the cars, drinks too much water,
lies down on the hot pavement and no doubt will have an ab-
normal temperature in extreme hot weather. When these animals
gat too hot they refuse to walk and are hauled out to the packing
house where the temperatures are taken and if the temperatures
are too high, or low, they are held up by the B.A.I. inspector
until the following day, which in 90 cases out of a 100 the
snimal dies.

There are thousands of animalg,that are walking,
slaughtered daily in the packing houses, during extreme hot
weather, that have abnommal temperatures. They are all sound
meat animals pessed for fook. We know this will make the caercass
cut doem dark but it is & sound meat carcess, not diseased. I
think an animal thet can sit up, hold it's head up, or stend on
it's feet should be given the ppportunity to go into the packing
houge for a pose-mortem inspection, regardless of temperature,
and if afterwsrds found not fit for food condemned and the cause
of seme given, vhereby we may furnish the cattle owmer the full
details snd also give him more monsy for his livestock which would
be a green hide instead of & fallen hide.
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Mr. J. H. llercer = 8

I have had this matter up with Dr. Jam. Fleming,
head of the B.A.I. livestock and meat inspection, at this
station but it seems like I sm uneble to make any headway
and I thought that by writing you that your knowledge and
prestige would probably bring some consideration with the
Bsd.I., either in Weshington or with Dr. Felming. This
looks like a small matter to work on but it will mean more
money as well a grest saving of livestock, which I know
you have always been greatly interested in, I wish my name
withheld.

Thanking you in advance for any help you can give
us, and that this letter puts this case clear to you, I beg to
remain

Sigcerely and Truly yours,

Kansas City Cripples Asan,
Stock Yards Station
Kansas City, lo.
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