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State of Kunsas

OFFICE OF
J. H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

August 22nd, ,1928
Mr, J.H. Mercer

State Livestock Commssioner
Topeka Kansas;

Dear Mr. Mercer;

In line with the hog cholera investigations in
Pottawatomie County, yesterday, I find that some cholera is prevelent
in the County, Several outbreaks are reported by Dr. W.0. Tucker,
of Wamego, near Belview and Louisville., The tree veterinarians
have been doing considerable vaccination of hogs in the county,
No doubt some of this may be traced directly to the Wamego stock yards
which are in a very bad state of Sanitation, “reat pools of stagnant
water are present gnd have been there for months, Hoge have frequently
died in the yards and no great care has been taken to Temove
such hoge., No disinfecting or other sanitary measures have been
us ed as far as Ican find out, At present some hogs are in these
yards, belong to Paul Day, These hogs have been sick and still show
cholera symtoms such as cough and stascering gait, Crawford Smith
and Henry Baker reliable shippers of "amego, state that they will not
use the yards at all and have been put out of business, both having
suffered heavy losses from hogs that have been confined in the Wameeo.
yards, Union Pacific Agent A.E. Cosley states that he knows the
condition is very bad but is powerless to do anvhting about it. He
gtates that Mr Day has been using the yards for months , having hogs
quartered there constantly, even to the extent of building other smaller

pens for his own convenience., The agent has called the attention of
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State nf Kansas

OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

his superiors to the matter bwt they are not inclined to do anyhting
about it, in order not to make mny one mad. As the matter stands one
shipper has simply taken over these public yards and is using them like
they were his own, while other and more reliable men have ceased to

use the yards at all, I would suggest that the Livestock Commissioner
advise the Union Pacific to get rid of Mr. Day and to theroly clean

up the yards, drain: the stagnant and desease laden . water,and using
abundence of lime and white wash . At present the yards are a menace

to livestock health of the community,as no hogs can be quartered theee
without being infected, as has happened frequently in the past few months,
Other pens and yards are not suitable for handling cattle either.

Mr. Baker and Mr, Smith, the latter I have known for years, were very
glad to have a representtative of our office in the neighborhood and

ga ve me every asistance. Both of these men are theroly disgusted with
the situation and hope for help from our department.

Mr. Day has no rating or standing in the community what-
ever, but because of his pleasing perschality , has been for a long
time indulging in unethical practices, Considerable tslk is present
"about his selling hogs from pens containing dead and deseased hogs,
loading dead ones on cars to get railroad adjustments , etc,etc .
Personally he is decidedly a "good fellow", but reliable: men say that

his word is no good,and his chech worse.

Dr. Bressler, a well known and good doctor of Wamego,
on July 19th bought 16 hogs from Day at the yards, paying$194,70

for the hogs. 11 head of these were bought "y Day from Ed, Braymer,
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J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

south of Wamego , and had been in the yards just one week on the day
of the sale to Dr. Bressler. On the 22nd, two of the Bressler hogs
died, Dr, Bressler called Dr. Fulmer D.V.M., of Wamego, who posted
the dead hogs and pronounced it cholera., He vaccinated the remsining
hogg,with the exception of two,which were too far cone to Justify
the vaccination. 1In all ten of the Bressler hogs died within one week,
Dr. Bressler stated that Mr. Day seemed over anxious to sell the hogs
to him and made several trips to the Bressler farm to do so, 8Six
hogs are now left and two of these seem +to be getting better, the other
four are doubtful, Dr. Bressler states that he has been hurt in all
to the extent of $212.50, and wants #r. Day to return his money and take
the remaining hogs, Unless Mr. Day makes satisfactory settlement
with Dr, Bressler at once, there can be no doubt that Dr. Bressler will
prosecute Mr. Day to the fullest: extent of the law, and as Mr, Day
surely must have known that the hogs were at least exposed to desease "
from the well know history of the Wamego yards , It would seem that
Dr. Bressler has the law on his side, I advisedMr Day of this fact .
He has agreed on several ocecasions to ecall on Dr. Bressler,and make
some sort of settelement, but to date has not done so, Mr. Day
told me that he knew that he had not"acted right", but had been too
busy to call on Dr, Bressler,

Mr. Day purchased some hogs from Mr Tessendorpf of
the Wamego neighborhood, and confined these hogs in the ysrds. Some
of them were sold and condenned, Mr, Tessendorpf in the sperit of
fairness gave Day a check , but was adviéd by his banker to stop

payment in view of the fact that no hogs had been sick at the
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farm in months, Dr. W.0. Tucker vaccinated hogs at the farm two weeks
after the sale to Day,and found no sick ones, and none have been sick
since, Dp. Tucker agreed last night to make a2 trip to Tessendorphs
to get the history of the case. His telephone message thies morning
confirms the belief; that the hogs were infected in the Wsmego yards
and that Mr. Tessendorph is in no way responsible.

These are only two of the cases of hogs shipped from the
Wamego yards, which have been sick or died, A shioment to Wichita
not long ago contained several condemned hogs. These were shipped by
Day and bought of Kaine Brothers, who in turn bought them locally.
These hogs were not vaccinated, and were sold by Kaine Brothers to
Day with that understanding, Kaine Brothers handle many hogs bought
locally and shipped in, and now have about 1,000 head on feed.
All hogs on feed at tthe Kaine farm are vaccinated. They report few
losses from any cause, altho Dr. Tucker thinks that they have lost about
sixty head in the past few months,

Nearly every one handling hogs have had losses in
case: where hogs passed through,or were confined in the Wamego yards,
Hogs bought in these yards and then returned to the country became
sick and many died. Many hogs shipped to the big markets after

beingassembled in these yards were fondemned.

Respectfu yours

e’
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¥. X Form 11 C.

. . Bepartment of Agriculture,

B iAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY.

Report of SHINE

(Species.)

Affected with . CHOLERA
(Dinease.)

Received at Wichita, Kans.

(Btation.)

Date July 17 ,192 8

Number in shipment 74
Number diseased 28
Disposition of diseased carcasses:

Number passed for food B forlerd.....

Number condemned 1
Con'd. on A.K., Insp. 12
Ageof animals ... Mmixed ages.

Location of premises oceupied prior to ship-

ping:
Township...____. T
County Pottawatomie
Hinte o Kansas.

Feeder or owner P B Day.

Address

Bhippers. o oo E NG B

Shipped from ...
ORI&P Railread
Over o L. TN ailroad.
._QI\ j_ 2.0
i P, ., ST ._d~‘“’-- R

Inspector.

Nore.~Further obtainable history may be written on the
baek of this slip. The object of this report is to locate the
premises on which diseased animals have been kept and the
name and address of the individual who owned or controlled
them while on such premises, hence the necessity for accu-
racy and completeness,
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H. L. COX, President F. M. HUBBARD, Vice-Pres. COBURN JONES, Secretary EFFIE ADAM LEMERT, Treas.

e oo v a7 Ry Merc

U e e YV & SELL EVERY THING”

DEPARTMENT STORE
GRAIN, HAY, SEEDS
AND LIVE STOCK

CEDAR VALE, KANSAS Oct. 20, 1928

We give no warranty, expressed or implied as to purity, description, quality, productiveness or any other matter, of seeds we sell and will not in any way be
responsible for the crop, The L. C. Adam Mercantile Ce.

vy Commissioner.

Mr+ Frank Dungan of Sedan has mailed

the 18th. and since there
gseems to be no other way out of the proposition
we will be pleased to have you make the demand
for settlement of the T.B. hogs in the amount

of $1L19.97.

to us your letter of

Yours wvery truly,

THE L.C. ADAM MERC. CO.

HLC s JKM
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