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Day Dx (‘!:3}) and sealed envelopes.
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CHGO 21 252P
J H MERCER SECRETARY KANS STATE LIVE STOCK BOARD CARE AGENT TOPEKA
YOUR WIRE TWENTIETH.DESIRQUS HELPING SITUATION,KAW VALLEY RAILROADS
RESTORED EFFECTIVE AUGUST THIRTEENTH PREVIOUS LOW RATES ON POTATOES
TO CHICAGO AND OTHER NORTHERN MARKETS.THIS ACTION WILL BE SOME
ASSISTANCE TO GROWERS IN MARKETING PRESENT CROP.IN VIEW OVER-p~-
RODUCTION EARLY pgraTORS ALL MARKETS ARE GLUTTED AND A FURTHER CUT
FROM ONE PRODUCING SECTION WOULD NOT AFFORD ANY SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE
OF RELIEF AND COULD HARDLY BE JUSTIFIED ]
W B STOREY.
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\ i NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
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Tha filing time a

REGEIVED AT

n In the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages. is STANDARD TIME.

KN - HOTEL KANSAN, Tel. 4262,

22K AH CAK :

CHICAGO. ILL 1052A AUG 21 1928
J H MERCER

SECY KANSAS POTATO GROWERS TOPEKA KANS
YOUR WIRE YESTERDAY TO MR GORMAN HAS BEEN REFERRED TO ME FOR HANDLING
WILL BE GLAD TO INVESTIGATE AND ADVISE YOU SOON AS POSSIBLE

A  MACKENZIE
1115A
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If noma of these three symbols|

pears after the check (number of]
words) this is a telegram. Other-}
se Its character is indicated by the|

mbal_appearing after_the check |

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT

CL»}§S OF SERVICE | SYMBOL

| TELEGRAM R
| DAYLETTER  |BLUE
_ NIGHT MESSAGE NITE _|
_ NIGHTLETTER |NL
If none of thesa three symbol:
appears after the check (number off
words) this is a telegram, Other-
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mbol appearing after the check.

J. €. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

_ The filing time as shown In the date line on ful-rata tslsgrams and day letters, and the tims of receipt at destination as shown on al messages. I+ STANDARD TIE.

REGEIVED AT HOTEL KANSAN,  Tol, 4082
31K &H CAK e
CHICAGO ILL 1136A AUG 23 1928
J H MERCER

SECY KANSAS POTATO GROWERS TOPEKA KANS
REFER MY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AUGUST TWENTY FIRST YOUR WIRE TO MR GORMAN
AUGUST TWENTIETH CONCERNING POTATO RATES KAW VALLEY MY INVESTIGATION
DOES NOT CONVINCE ME REDUCTION REQUESTED 18 WARRANTED IN VIEW OF FACT

THAT OLD RATES HAVE BEEN RESTORED EFFECTIVE AUGUST THIRTEENTH TO EXP|RE

DECEMBER NINTH WILL THIS NOT TAKE CARE SITUATION COMPLAINED OF
A MACKENZ4E

11584
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A "/ N
ARMOUR'S LIVESTOCK BUREAU g 23 )
ARMOUR AND COMPANY, UNION STOCK YARDS -. {
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
EDWARD N. WENTWORTH RUDOLF A. CLEMEN™,
DIRECTOR ASSISTANT DI\REC_TOFI

August 25, 1928.

lir. J. H. Mercer, '
Live Stock Sanitary Commissioner,
Tore ka, Kansas.

Dear lir. Mercer,

Your letter of August 23rd was received. You are
correct in assuming that the Bureau of Animal Industry
has made sufficient research to be quite familiar

with the history of the ox warble.

My point in my letfer is that they have not conducted
sufficient research into its control to warrant starting
off a national campaign with a $75,000 appropriation
when that appropriation is to be expendsd on an area-
testing basis. The plan involves the squeezing out of
all grubs and their destruction in the given area.

Before we embark on a course which is so primitive in its
method, it seems to me that much more research needs to
be carried en in the field of vaccination, of development,
of artificial immunity, of study for parasites, affecting
the grub fly itself and similar type of work. Although
a bit difficult to conceive, it might be nossible to
produce anaphylaxis in the grub through some treatment

of cattle. '

Perhaps none of these ways are practical but there are other
avenues of apnroach that seem to me more promising of real-
ization than the squeezing out of the grub.

I trust that this exvlains my nosition.

Very truly yours,

! / / /
E e N T

ENW*G
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ARMOUR’'S LIVESTOCK BUREAU
ARMOUR AND COMPANY, UNION STOCK YARDS

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

EDWARD N, WENTWORTH

DIRECTOR RUDOLF A. CLEMEN

E
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

August 16, 1928.

Dear llr. liercer,

Recently I wrote you concerning the area-testing work

for cattle grub. It has been interpreted in some quarters
that my attempt was to block the area-testing work. Such
was not my intention at I simply wished to point
out the inadequacy of
more complete research
consequently I fe
not adequate to start

Illlnh on locking over my letter that I could have given
EUEL}NﬁTEE?lDH that T was opnosed to starting the area-
testing at once, but this was not my intention at all.
_hat we need 1s more kncwledge of the cattle grub, more
fundamental research into meth [ control and then

B, T ds of
adequate funds for the administration of control metheds.

=

O

+
L

Very truly yours,

R / 7/ A./f’?- 4
Eteand N h Aot

ENW*C
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ARMOUR'S LIVESTOCK BUREAU
ARMOUR AND COMPANY, UNION STOCK YARDS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

EDWARD N. WENTWORTH RUDOLF A. CLEMEN
DIRECTOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

July 19, 1928.

Mr. J. H. Mercer,

Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Mercer:

I am mailing you a reprint of an editorial in the July 7
issue of "The National Provisioner", which deals with the
attempt to control the cattle grub.

The government has proposed to put am area-testing method
into effect. It is the belief of the Committee from the
Institute of American Meat Packers that they have not done
sufficient research work yet to warrent the area method.

I am wondering if you would care to say anything about this
in your paper? t happens that one of the great problems
in the area-testing for the eradication of tuberculosis was
the fact that the government got into the area-test method
before they knew anything about avian tuberculosis. As a
result, we find tuberculosis in many hogs which come to
market from tubercular-free counties. Had they conducted
sufficient research in advance, they might have spared the
packers and breeders both the cost and the setback, avian
tuberculosis has given the movement.

Very truly yours,

leond) W Wit
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Reprinted from the July 7, issue

Overcoming a Hide Loss

It is estimated that millions of dol-
lars are lost annually to the livestock
and meat industry as a result of the
ravages of the cattle grub,

This pest bores through the hides of
cattle in its final stage as a grub, doing
much damage. The value of the hide
suffers serious depreciation as a result
of the presence of this parasite.

Heavy losses are also reported by the
dairy industry, as the annoyance suf-
fered by cattle due to the activity of the
parasite results in decreased efficiency
in milk production. At certain seasons
of the year this effect is quite marked.

From the standpoint of the packing
industry the loss is greatest in damaged
hides, Hides containing more than a
minimum number of grub holes are
placed in a lower grade, regardless of
the quality of the hide, the care in the
take-off, or correctness of pattern.

So important has this loss been to
the packing industry that it has been a
subject of major attention of the Insti-
tute of American Meat Packers, whose
hide committee, under the direction of
E. J. Madden, has done outstanding
work in directing the attention of the
livestock, meat and tanning industries
to the need for control or eradication
measures.

At the earnest solicitation of the live-
stock and meat industry, and in view of
the fact that every state in the Union
is infected, the last Congress made an
appropriation of $75,000 to the U. S.
Department of Agriculture to be used
in finding means of control.

The present plan is to use $50,000 of
the appropriation in what is known as
“area control.” The opinion is general
in the livestock and meat industry that
such a method of control would be
ineffective, would require considerable
funds over a long period of years, and
it is doubtful if it would ever bring
about the results sought,

When it is realized that the measures
to be taken in such eontrol work would
necessitate the squeezing of the grubs

of THE NATIONAL PROVISIONER.

out of the back of every head of cattle
in a given area, the cost of such meas-
ures can soon be calculated. When it is
further réalized that the adult fly in
adjoining areas could readily be carried
by the wind into the area under control,
and there undo all of the good that had
been done by the laborious methods re-
ferred to, the fallacy of such a plan
would appear to be only too evident.

For a long time entomologists of the
U. 8. Department of Agriculture have
been studying the pest, and life histo-
ries of the two varieties have been
worked out. Tt had been the hope of
the livestock and meat industry that
the bulk of the appropriation might be
used to further the search for a para-
site that would prey upon the grub or
the fly, or both, and thus eliminate it,
as has been done -with so many insect
pests that é‘ave promise of becoming
great economic menaces.

There are two areas in the United
States where the cattle grub does not
exist. One is in Florida and the other
in the Red River Valley. If cattle in-
fested with the grub are taken into
these areas they are soon freed of the
pest.,

Whether this freedom is due te the
presence of a parasite or just what the
condition is is unknown. But it would
seem that federal moneys could very
well be spent in finding out the reason
why cattle in these areas are not in-
fested, and how this immunity can be
extended throughout the country.

There is no reason why a minor por-
tion of the appropriation should not be
used for experiment with the area
method, or any other method believed
of possible value. But it is hoped that
reconsideration on the part of officials
of the Department of Agriculture will
allot the bulk of these funds to strietly
research work, through which it is be-
lieved the greatest good can be accom-
plished.

It is work of a strictly research char-
acter that is needed, not experiment or
survey work.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY,

LOCAL OFFICE.

Agricultural Appropriation Bill now pending, carries
experiments and field tests on cattle grubs(ox
I ropriation will be made, the Eureau

g he work. Two or more areas may

t for the proper, One gsomewhere in the arid country
ed by natural barriers, and one in the middle west where diversifieil
is cticed. The latter area will of course not be isolated or

ed by barriers against the warble fly.

A1l
from any 1
80 there will
ful records wi
the other and als

removed from all cattle in such areas and alsc
The idea is to completely exterminate the larvae
warble flies produced in the two areas. ar e-
and results in one area nst those of
unworked are:

@
o

The travel habits of warble flies ars unknown and therefore the
area in the farming country should be as large as can be worked with
available means. Pcssibly the area should be as large or even larger
t county lines need not necessarlly be the

= W

ub varies not only with
y. There are two species
bout a month

depositing eggs
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY,

LOCAL OFFICE.

annual

stimated e

given only a t
al idea of the propo
e for the work,
d cooperatio

sive or

nt and approval to
into details.
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GENERAL OFFICES
58 E. WASHINGTON ST.
CHICAGO, ILL.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
MUNSEY BUILDING
WasHINGTON,D. C.

TELEPHONE MAIN 3342 ‘-‘7ASHIN’(‘.§’I“)'{Qs D. C.

June 11,1828

Mr. J. He Mercer,lLive Stock Sanitary Commissioner,
State of Kausas,
Topeke, Kansas

Dear Nr. Mercer:

In Mr. Gray's ebsence from the city, permit me to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of June 5th to him. I am sure Mr. Grey will be
gled to have your comments concerning the cattle grub eradication project
and I will bring your letter to his attention promptly upon his return.

In accordence with your request, I take pleasure in enclosing
& copy of the Appropriation Act for the Department of Agriculture contain-
ing the $75,000 item for the cattle grub eradicebiecn. You will find
this divided into two portions, $50,000 for field work in eradicatiom
to be administered by the Bureau of Animsl Industry and $25,000 for
further research work to be edministered by the Buresu of Entomology.

Very sincerely,

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION,

W. R. 0GG,
Assistent to the Director,
Legislative Department.

WRO:M

Enclosure
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