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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIGNER TOPEKA
Kensas City,llo.
Sept.30th,1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer,Commissioner,
Topeka,{ansas.

Dear lr. lercer:

In answer to your letter under
date of Sept 28th in which you inquire further
information regarding two reactors gonsigned to
Martin Bros. & Lee Com. Co along with other cat-
tle.

We have again taken the matter up
with the Commission firm and also the Government
employees,with substantially the same results.

The Commissionrfirm apparently did
not know they were handling any reactors until the
cow was observed at the seales with her condemned
tag and brand. She was tagged by Dr. E. J. Cary
after the Government employee assigned to this work
had mede inquiry at the office of the Uommission
firm following information from your office. After
the cow was tagged,Dr. Cary ealled .at the office
of the Commission firm and also at their pens and
gould find no trace of the other reactor.

It developed later according to
the records of the Company,they had sold a2 bull
to the Cudahy Packing Co.straight which was evi-
dentlyythe animal.

It seems in this case hard to say
just who is responsible for the error altho from
the information obtained from the Government of-
fice,they did try to find the other reactor but
failed. I am more inelined to the opinion the ship-
per failed to notify the Commission Firm and they
therefore failed to cooperate with the Goveranment
employees here,however,l am convinced the animal
was sold to the Cuflahy Packing Co.and was slaughtered.

Yours truly,
Ses
TAF:EE .ﬁkﬁq/gmf{,{,/t,/f
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State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J. H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER
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INVOICE OF CATTLE AND CALVES
BOURBON COUNTY SHIPPERS’ ASSOCIATION.

Kansas, Q.. "3 192/
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INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMISSION COMPANY.
CALVES. ‘ CATTLE.

1. Sell all Cattle on merit.

Z.IWQIgh cattle in separate lots according to owner-
ship.

| 3. Report marks with sales.

1. Grade Calves and sell on merit.
2. Weigh all calves together that sell at the same
price as we average shrink.
3. Report marks on all but the largest lot of calves.
4. We do the pro-rating on both cattle and calves.
5. Mail original aceount of sales to Bourbon County Shippers’ Association, Fort Seott, Kansas.
6. Remit proceeds to the Bourbon-County Shipper’s Association, Citizens National Bank,

Fort Scott, Kangas. , Y. »
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J. H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER

State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita , Kansas,
October 4, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

In accordance with imstructions from
Mr. West, I went to the State Training School
at Winfield last Friday to investigate sickness
they were having in new born pigs.

Up until last FPriday they had lost asbout
76 pigs ranging from a day to a week old. Un-
fortunately they had destroyed all of the sick
onesthe day before my errival, and T was unable
to observe any of the sick animals or- hold post-
mortem, however the man in charge of the hogs
said that the pigs were weak at birth and would
begin to tremble, these symptoms would graduslly
become worse, they would become weak behind unable
to stand and would die in two or three days.
The pigs from the 0ld sows being the only ones in-
volved, those from the gilts seemed to be all right.
I checked over carefully their me theds and kind of
feeding, and concluded it was & deficiency disease,
that there was probably a lack of some essential
vitamin in their diet. The symptoms would elsc
point to a deficiency in lime and phosphorous, and
a change of feed was reccommended thet would have
a tendency to overcome & condition of this kind
The Jensen-Salsbery Laboratories at Kansas City,
prepare a powdered drug containing a combination
of lime, phosphorous, cod liver oil and ete in-
tended to overcome conditions of this kind, snd
a hundred pound drum was ordered and instructions
given as to the method of feeding.

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Cook,
and we had a nice visit, as I was detained for
several hours on acceount of the storm.

Yours truly,

A iggbuz;u41n\/
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State of Kansas |

>
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OFFICE OF \5‘/
\
N

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER

J. H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Kansas City,No.
Oct.5th,1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer,Commissioner,
Topeka ,Kansas.

Dear Mr. lercer:

Replying to your letter of the 3rd
inst.regarding the two(2)reactors owned by H. Loether
of Fredonia,Kansas,I wish to advise that every effort
is made by me to locate all reactors coming from Kans,.
to this market,especially since you placed me in charge
of the work here.

In order that you might have a more
clear understanding as to how the reactorywas lost
I wish to submit you the following details. On Sept.
14th,I received your letter advising me that two re-
actors,tag Nos. 10539 and 10540,belonging to H. Loether
of Fredonie were being shipped to Martin Bros.& Lee.
Immediately, the Goverament office was notified to that
effect and after making inquiries at the Commission
firm's office and pens,it was found that they had neo
such shipment of cattle, Later in the day,when the
cattle were being weighed,an employee of the commission
firm noticed the cow branded "T",so he made further ex-
amination of the cow and found a condemned tag in her
ear. At the same time,he examined the other cows in the
lot’and found no others tagged. He called up the Gevern-
ment office and some of the Government help was instrue-
ted by Dr. Cary to go down and tag the cow. The rest of
the lot were weighed and let go on. If I am not mistaken
Dr, Cary told me himgelf that there was only the one re-
actor in the load.

This shipment was billed from W. C. Blass
to the Fowler Packing Co and unloadéd at the Misletoe
Yards and driyen over in the name of Blass,which might
account for my inability to losate the Loether reactors.
Perhaps I should have made further investigation myself
after Dr. Cary told me there was no other reactor,but
I naturally supposed he knew what he was talking about
and took it for granted the other reactor was net in
the load on account of the irregularity of the shipment.
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State nf Kangas

o OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Mercer -2

I am sure that you will readily see that there
was a chance for the animal in question to get away
under the ceircumstances and I do not believe you will
8till consider me negligent. I was in contaet with the
Government men when we were endeavoring to locate the
reactor,but ecould get no further informeation. However
in the future when such notices are received at this
office,I will personally see that the reactor animals
are located and tagged if possible,

Yours vefy truly,

TAF:EZ .7(/’;0"/‘-)6“"‘
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Sy

BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY N
LOCAL OFFICE y
044 00ULl DUCKeje wreet,
LO- L&, nansas, oepb per av, L

r. . L. Townsend,
Inspector in Gharge,
Topeka, Kansas,

Dear Doctlor:

.mi:.,._'iub Lo your
coneerning the H. Loether shipment Ol reactors from
Fredonia, Kansas, you are advised thatl the Loether
bull was Dbrx I have a distict recallection of
having branded the animal., lr. C. E. Agnew, the
county agent of that place assisted me in the brand-
ing operation. It was necessary to rope the bull
and considerable effort was involved in the effort.
The animal was a guernsey bull, dehorned, and about

five years old.

letter of 28th instant

w]eda .

It is possible that the brand was placed
on the right jaw as there was some difficulty and
danger in getting on the left side, however, I am
not sure as to which side. I believe the brand was
placed regularly and tagged likewise.

I am planning to make & retest of this
herd soon, perhaps next week, and in that event will
endeavor to investigate concerning the identity of

the bull shipped.

Your M. I. Form 112F of September 16
showing animal tagged 10540 has been received,

£

Respe ulls
Respectfully,

¥ TR

Kesistanty Veteritharian.
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State of Kansas

. OFFICE OF
L HNERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Kansas City,Mo.
Sept.23rd, 1927,

Mr. J. H. lMercer,Commnissioner,
Topeka ,Kansas,

Dear Mr., Mercer:

In answer to youe letter of the 2lst
regarding the five(5)reactors being handled by the
Drum-Standish Com. Co. will advise that I took the
matter up with them and they have promised to send
the acsount of sales and checks to.cover,to you this
week.

Also forwarded the post mortems you
made inquiry about covering the resctor tag No.12190
and tag no's 12674 and 12675.

Ragland Commission Co. will send you
an account of sales on the bulls they handled for Ir.
Jarboe during the months of 0Oot. Nov. and Deec.

With reference to the two reactors
which were supposed to have been shipped to Martin
Bros and Lee and belonging to H Loether am forward-
ong you the account of sales in duplicate of the bull
which sold at $5.75. The animal was not sold sub ject
however,as the Commission firm had no knowledge of its
geing a reactor. The Government men was unable to find
two reactors in the load when he tagged the cow,

Yours very truly,

TAF :EE _‘7‘%' 779%
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l[it’s Form 1204
e

st | WESTERN (=

wnrre | Night Message

mL | Might Letter
Dot 1co | Deferred
Uhrite~ cir_| Cable Letcer

wir | Week End Letter
NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. €. WILLEVER, FimsT 5 i

TELEGRAPH! o date line on fall-rate telegrams and day lotters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all mesages, is STANDARD TIME.
! TEL KANSAI el 42624
5K AH 8

FREDONIA KANS 1010A S:ZPT 14 1927
J H MERCER

COMMISSIONER TOPEKA KANS
BULL AND COW SHIPPED MARTIN BROS AND LEE
H LOETHER

1032A
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KANSAS STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
MANHATTAN, KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY AND MEDICINE

October 5, 1927

Hon. J. H. lMercer
‘State Live Stock Sanitary Commissioner
Topeka, Kansas

Dear lMr. Mercer:

Acting upon instructions from your office October 3,
I investigated the loss among the cattle on the farm of
Mrs J. M. Fulton at Argonia, Kansas, and found the fol-
lowing conditions:

There were 57 head of cattle in one pasture, con-
sisting of 46 head of six and seven year old cows and the
rest were two and three year olds, also some young calves.
One cow died. three weeks ago. Then a number of animals
broke into a small patch of caene and ate it. A week later
after a second growth of cane had started to grow they again
broke into this patch of cane and ate it. /Eight head died
the week following. The cattle were then removed from this
pasture and only two died the next week.

The symptoms noted wereloss of appetite, rapid emaciation,
staggering gait, jaundiced mucous membranes and animals died
within four or five days after becoming sick.

Sunday, October 2, the cattle broke into another patch
of cane and lionday ten head were showing symptoms similar to
those that died. These ten head were given a physic on Monday
and Tuesday they were apparently alright.

The only available animal for post mortem was a cow that
had been dead for two days. The only pathologic lesion noted
was an extensive catarrhal enteritis (extensive inflammation
of the intestinal lining).

The only animals that died or were apparently affected
were the older cows and one bull,

A diagnosis of forage poisoning was made.

Enclosed you will find expense account incurred on this

trip.
Yours very truly,
EF Forin
E. R. Frank

ERF': GEC Instructor
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