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CO-OPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN

AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF KANSAS
tate Agricultural College, United Extension Service

partment of Agriculture and Chey- o
2 - 5 County Agent Work
anty Farm Bureau Co-operating. ounty Agen or’

SAINT FRANCIS KANSAS
July 29, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer,
Sanitary Live Stock Commissioner,
Topeka, Kansg.

Dear Mr. Mercers

Quite a little misunderatanding has arisen in thie county
as a result of the statéments which the owners of reactor cat-
tle have received after the animals have been slaughtered. It
appears that one of the columms is to endicate how the cattle
passed the inspection test. Many of themare marked "0. K.".

I understand of courme, that this means that the edible part¢d
of the carcass is 0. K. and that the tuberculecsis lesions are
in other parts of the carcass. However, many of the farmers
who have received these statements feel that the amimal did
not have any tuberculosis at all and as I understand,.guite a
few criticism of tests is on that account.

I realize of course, that the test is all over so far as
this ecounty is concerned for thie year but I could not refrainm
from making the suggestion that if the forms were made differ-
ently it might prevent similar misunderstandings in other
counties.

I understand also there is some dissatisfaction because
K. W. McDonald's herd was not retested. As I recall it, Mr.
McDonald, whose adress is Benkelman, Nebraska had one or more
reactors on the first test and refused to have his cattle tested
on the retest.

I am very much interested im having the buberculoesis
eradication work in this county go over smoothly and if you
care to have Dr. Matney take care of the herds of K. W. McDonald
of Benkelman and @ris Rath of Haigler, I will be glad to speak
to him about it.

You probably will be interested &lso in receiving the ine
closed picture. It shows the sign which greets all the people
entering this county over the six Highways entering the county.
Four of them are on the state line.

Very truly yours,
3 p
E. Bruce Brunson,
EBB:CF County Azricultural Agent.
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&-: 0..B, CLARK, PRESIDENT 3. 8. CARMAN, ViCE-PRESIDENT FAY WARD, SEC.-TREAS,

EXECUTIVE BOARD
0.B.

CHEYENNE COUNTY FARM BUREAU

SAINT FRANCIS, KANSAS

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENT
E. BRUCE BRUNSON

I
H. W. HICKERT
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DIRECTORS pdy
G. P. Martin, Pres. A, E, Lohrlitg, V.Pres.
AR Mann Semore Clark
C. E. Sealey Geo. Droll
Jno. Healy

The Wichita Live Stack Exchange Assn,

CHAS. E, HAMILTON, secmevary

v

WICHITA, KANSAS

July 29, 1927,

¥r, J, H, Mercer,
Live Stock Sanltary Commissioner,
Topeka, Kansas,

Dear Sir:

I have put off answering your letter of June.B3, 1027
in which you challenge some statements in a letter writtem by me
to Mr, R, L, Cuff, of Kansas City April 28, 1927, thinking possibly
I might be able to see you here and tske this matter up with you
personally, as often times there can be misunderstendirg thru
correspondence, however, I do not wish to let your letter co
unanswered eny longer, :

First I wish to rehearse the Meeting with you,
Mr, Cuff, a representative of The Wichita Union Stock Yards
Co.,myself and others, which meeting was asked for by Mr,
Cuff snd not myself snd which I was asked to atterd, ™hern I
told you all cattle zoing into T, B, Free Courtles from The
Wichita Yards, including steers, had to be T, B, Tested you
seemed to be surprised and rather doubted the gtaterent, and
asked if our records here at the Yards would show that this
was being dome, I told you that our records would show this
to be the case uhless. the party siered en Affidavit ard you
corrected me by stating this wag not en Affidavit, si-ply
a blank form that you furmighed,

You further stated in about these words " that
the steers did mot give milk or that we did mot use milk from
the steers, and that their me8t was Inspected &t the Pach1"F
Co., before being offered for comsumption ard that vou didn't
gee any reason for Testing these steers”, which we all sgreed,
Vou further stated that you was goi»g to check this up with
Dr, Dotson snd give us some relief on.this T, B, testing of
steera if you found same was being done, but up to date there
has been no change, unless it 1g the Testire of more steers
than before,

Now getting back to the statement g; sﬁatg?avts*th
hal enge, Sometime after this Me g W
tgitwgoutgggofg EﬁecFirm with whom I en cormected, hag a :nqtompz
¥rom a’T. B, Free County who wished goingTE ;iﬁ §tg$;3'g ghﬁ:gc
o 1d ;
them home, we sold him the steers ar RAAL R R L
a 14 be ary trouble sbout gottirg them g i
;hegl g:?ted, bu:ywhen I went to Dr, Dotson for thf ;glghmegzed
tifiéate, he refused to lssue same untass the steers g
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#2

or the party sign one of those Blank Forms agreeirg to keep !
all cattle not T, B, Tested segregated from those that had been
so Tested I o 1d the customer that if I were he I would Just
sign the Form andgo ahead with my steers, but he said he dia
Nnot care to do this, as he had previously siemed ore of those
Forms, his cattle got mixed, your office was motified of this
by someone and he thinks he kmows who notifiaed you, smd that
he received a mumber of letters from You, or vour office, that
were such that he did mot care to have a reoceurance of this
situation, but with words probably a good deal more forceasble
then I am using, So he had the steers Tested as we have had

to do in all cases since then, where they went irto T, B, Free
Counties, unless the mentioned Form wag first sipred, This
same party happered to be back at the Yards a few days after

I received your letter of June 3, 1927, md I agein questioned
him as to whether he was sure that he had recdeived any letters
from you, and that he said he received ore =md he thousht two,
so 1 accept your challenge, Mr, Mercer, that every statemert
made in my letter to Mr, Cuff, as well as this letter to you
are true, as was given to me by this party,

You further gtate in your letter of Jume 3, 1927
that Dr, Dotson's instructions here at Wichita a¥e the s-me
as Dr, Fowler's at Kangas City, I do rot adestion this, but T
was in Kensas City a week or so ago and I hmade it a poirt to
call on a number of Commission Men there #md‘inquired about’
the Testing of steers going into Kamgas T, B, Free Courties,
and with no ex¢eption they informed me they were mot required
to Test steers,

Now Mr, Mercer, there seefis"to be a Hitch some-
where amd somewhere alovg the line I am not getting a1l the
facts, for 1t geems to me if steers are allowed to fove off
of the K, C, Market we should be ertitled to the same privilere
here, y

You mention that you believe your regords will
gshow that your services meet the approval of the livestock
producers of Kansag, I do not question this in the least, vor
do I wish you to get the impression that T wish to irterfere,
dictate, or offer ary suggesticns as to how you ghould ha-dle
your business, but it does seem strange to me yhat 90% of the
patrors of this market that come here to purchase cattle to
g0 into these T, B, Free Countied, do not seem to krow they
have to have their steers Tested,

Now Mr, Mercer, I want it u“devs@;igd"t:m:ﬁmgat
etter is writtem in a most frierdly spirit wi rothirg
ill persoral and only with ar attitude of tryirg to ret &n
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