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MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS RESEARCH BUREAU

WM. ALDEN SMITH, JR., BLDG.
NORTH CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.
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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
SE MEneER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Wichita.Kansas,
June, 30th, 1927

Mr.J.H.lercer,

Topaka,.Kansas,

Dear lir Mercer,

In line with our conversation,when you were in
Wichita,will say that I have had an excellent time during my
vacation,and am back ready to go to work.,

You spoke of some rarty having some cattle at
Coldwater to be tested,and wanted me to go and attend to that
at the earliest convenience,and also while out that way to see
the Alexander cattle at Ashland,

If you will give me the party's name at Bold-
water,that I am to see,will g0 out there right away,and then to
Ashland during the time we have to wait,or any other work you
may have out that way,and we can take care of all at one trip,

As soon as we complete that work,I will be
ready to help Dr Dotson,as we talked of,and I suppose he will
want to take his vacation in the near future,although I have
not talked to him since I came home,as I Just arrived this
afternoon,

Trusting thie to be satisfactory to you I beg
to remain,

Yours Very Truly,

B0 Al
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Correspondence Soilcited Inspection Invited

H. N. HOLDEMAN.
ARTESIAN VALLEY HERD

(ACCREDITED HERD)

HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN CATTLE, SINGLE-COMB
WHITE & BROWN LEGHORN CHICKENS.

BREEDER OF FORTY YEARS STANDING.

Barn Two Blocks East of Depot.

MEADE, KANSAS J— 5~ 1e2ly

ARTESIAN GERBEN FAYNE KORNDYKE No. 674848.
Seven Day Record for 4-year old: Milk 653 Ibs. Butter 27.65 Ibs.
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PHONE 162

CO-OPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN

AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

STATE OF KANSAS
Kansas State Agricultural College
United States Department of Agriculture and
Jeffierson County Farm Burean Co-Operating

EXTENSION SERVICE
COUNTY AGENT

OSKALOOSA, KANSAS

July 8, 1827

Mr. J. He Mercer
State Livestock Sanitary Commissioner
Topekn, Kansas
Dear Mr. Mercer:-

Mr. F. He Dennler, Winchester, Kansas tells me that he is applying to
you for a permit to dc his wwn vaccinatinge I know Mr. Demnler to be a good
character, reliable, a good livestock man, and I consider him desle competent

to do this works

Yours very truly,

A e P
Duke D. Browm,
County #“gent.
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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA
COMMISSIONER Wichitl.Kan,
Mr J.H.Mercer. July 15,1927,

Topeka.Kans,
Dear lir Mercer;

Find enclosed T.B. test charts on the Rodgers herd
of cattle at Protection,Kansas,and also some inspections made on
other herds for mange,while out in that locality,

In reporting on the Rodgers herd,will say that the
conditions are not what they should be for maintaining an accred=
ited herd,as Mr Rodgers is pasturing some cows from the town folk
that have not been tested,that are associated with his cattle each
day,and also are allowed to mix with the dairy herd almost daily
that were spoken of in the communications,

I went personally and talked to Mr Nate Bachman
who owns the dairy herd,and he did not seem to take very much of
an interest in testing his herd and it seems that no one had tal-
ked to him previously,in regard to testing his herd,and he also
stated that part of the herd belongeé to his mother,and they had
not thought of testing,and had not had any time to give it any
consideration,

lir Rodgers was of the opinton that we were going
to compel Ur Bachman to test his herd,and made the statement
that it was no use for him to test,and not make Bachman test his
herd,as they were together often,and Rodgers stated he was almost
sure that if the bull died from tuberculosis,he was infected from
the Bachman herd,as lye was with his herd as much or more than he
was with his own herd. Some one had told lir Rodgers that it
was compulsory, that he have his herd tested,and he had the impre-
ssion we were going to compel others that they test, otherwise he
would not have done so,and that is the condition I found,and not
a good spirit of co-operation in any sense.

In reporting the Alexander herd for mange will say
that he had treated all his cattle,and I saw about six that
showed effects of having had mange so I rather think he was
mistaken,when he said what he did in regard to being caught on
the market, Also the M,T.Coggins cattle had a number that show
signs of having been affected with mange,but looked dry now,but
is hard to be sure running at large this time of year in pasture,

Has my salary and expense check been mailed W#ffout to me?
I nad not received it and was wondering if it had became##
lost,pr was late in being mailed out,
Trusting this to be satisfactory,Ibeg to remain,
Yours Very Truly,
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Sedan, Kansas,
July 19, 1927,

Mr. Joe Mercer,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

You are aware that along in the later part of June,
we had some trouble in our cattle and you will remember that you
sent a Mr, Dodson from Wichita, to examine these cattle. Upon
examination he said that it was no doubt in his mind that the
trouble came from some pdson they were getting in the pasture,
that is, from something they were eating. He made an examination
and found the intestines to be in a @ {zhitly inflamed condition
and ordered that these be treated by giving them cil. He ordered
the head severed and sent it in for examination. Mr. C. W. Floyd
asked him why he was sending the head in, if he was sure there
was a poison and he said he was doing so because there was always
& possibility of something more serious. However, he continued
to instruet me to get the cattle out of that msture, at once
because there was something in there that was might destructive
and it might cost me considerable to leave them in it even over
night.

In order to carry out Mr. Dodson's treatments it was
necessary that I have help and Mr. C. W. Floyd volunteered to
send one of hls men to help me doctor the cattle, which he did,
sending Mr. Chase Stephens. Those who helped me in taking care
of the cattle under Mr. Dodson's instructions and before we had
any report of the result of the examination which was a-period
of some three days, were P. F. Eggen, H, W. Martin, F, M, Souders,
M. D, Call, Chase Stephens, Orville Smith, U. S. Wemmer, and
C. M. Gray.

I feel, acting as we were under the instructions of
lr. Dodson, that the state should bear the expenses which have
been incurred in the matter of the treatment of these individuals
In the way of doctors' expenses, serum, etc., which became nec-
essary after receiving the report that these cattle were infected
with Hydrophobia. We believe that in view of the fact that we
were acting under Mr. Dodson's instructions that this expense,
was unnecessarily incurred; that if he had tsken the proper pre-
caution it could have all been avcoided, which he should have done.

5 I should like for you to write to Mr. C. W. Floyd or
¥r. P. F. Eggen or any of these other parties named, for particu-
lars concerning this matter.

We have tried to state this case fairly and are sure
that our statements will be borne out by the above nsmed men.

Yours very truly,

; ) ~
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J. H'MERCER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kensas,
June 22,.1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sirt

As per your instructions, I made & trip to
Sedan, Kansas, June 19th and 20th, to investigate sick-
ness in the cattle on the farm of Edgar Gray.

As stated to you over the telephone yesterday,
the college at Manhattan has reported positive rabies
found in the brain of s steer on this farm. I felt
pretty sure that the trouble was due to forage poison-
ing, however there was some symptoms suggesting rabies,
which accounts for us forwarding the brain for examination.
I advised Mr. Gray that I felt sure that his difficulty
was due to forage poisoning, and that 1t was very ne-
cessary for him to move his cattle out of the pasture
they were in, I think he did this that same day.
talked with Mr. Gray about burning or burying the car-
cases, and it was agreed that if it was due to plant
poisoning there would be no need of this labor and ex~
pense, he was quite busy and short of help, and it was
thought disvosing of the carcases was not necessary, un-
less it developed that rabies or some other contagious
condition was in evidence.

0f course with a positive diagnosis of rabiles
from the college, it would seem that it would be all
right for him to turn his cattle baek in this pasture,
however I am more and more becoming somewhat skeptical
a8 to the reliableness of the labratory report in many
of these conditions, and believe ®hat it would be & good
precaution for these cattle to remain out of this par-
ticular pasture, &t least until such time as his trouble
stopped.

The college, as well as the local physician has
advised that I should tske the pasteur treatment to over-
come the exposure that I was subjected to. I haven't
fully made up my mind as to this, but supvose it would
be the safe thing to do. 2
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State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J. H-MERCER

COMMISSIONER

J. H. Mercer 2.

While at Sedan, I vaccinated the Leonard hogs,
and investigated some trouble that Mr. Eggen was having
in his hogs, and found a low degree of intestinal in-
fection in one animel that was posted, and sdvised Mr.
Eggen a method of treatment.

Yours truly, 5
i O
HFD*EL
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EDISON F. KUBIN, D. V., M.
Veterinarian

McPHERSON, KANSAS

July, 22, 1926.

Hon. J. H. Mercer,
- Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Mereer;

In making a report on the herd of
steers belonging to Cscar Schogren, ! syria, Kanaas T
wish to refer back to July 10th. the date of a former
visit. The steers that were sick at that time showed
a more definate chain oI symptoms than the ones at our
last visit. From the owners own history they showed a
more marked onset of the disease. Instead of a steer
being sick two or three days before going down he
would show the first symptome only a few hours anf
from then on the advance of the various symptoms was
very rapid., I mention this because I am sure these last
cattle are sick longer and may even present other symptoms
that may be complications or may bea lessened virulsnce
of the disease.

Post mortem examination showed almost
all-body glands to be normal. Tn the two that were nosted
the prescapular glands wers slightly inflammed as also
were the deep ingunal. Small intsstines slightly engorged
with thickened mucuous membranes. Four‘h stomach contained
a small quantity of sand and some small stones.

One of the subjects was down but alive and was destroyed

for examination. Owner said he was sick five days. The other
was sick three days but was still on feet and following
herd.

I am enclosing vouchers covering my
expenses.

Very truly yours,
%

RSy v
oy s Aoln 3, p

e~ Seeraen
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