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COMMISSIONER

State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

‘Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kansas,
March 24, 1927.

Mr., J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
Stete House,
Torneka, Kansss.

Dear Bir:

Your letter of March 22nd at hand, in
regard to the Bruner herd of hogs Sedan, Kansas.

This shipment of hogs were healthy at the
time of vaceination and shipment, and remained so
for about two weeks. This diseased condition of
Necrotic Enteritis is generally recognized &s a
disease associated with filth and unsanitary
surroundings, and in this connection I might state
that Mr. Bruner had been purchasing old horses to
feed to these hogs, having fed eight or ten head
up to the time of my visit. It has been his
vractice to feed these old horses for sometime,
even prior te receiving this shipment of hogs, and
I believe they make a very valuable asddition to the
diet, as it has a high protein content, however
there is & chance that some of these old horses
may be diseased, and care should be taken to avoid
feeding these carcasses that might be diseased.
There was a portion of his lot that wes & had lob-
1lolly, containing bones and portions of these old
carcasses. The diseased condition in these hogs
may have been started from picking up the infection
from his own lots, however I am always suspicious
of a public market, and from the faect that these
hogs came from a nublie market, would lead me to
suspeot that this was the source of infeetion, but
of course there is no way of definitely telling,
as the hogs were in the best of health, and so far
a8 we were able to ascertain, there was no evidence
of sickness of any kind when they left the yards.

I advised Mr. Bruner that sanitary measures
were very imvortant in a diseased condition of this
kind, and suggested that he fence off is mud hole
and scatter lime over it, and if he ntinuned feed-
ing these o0ld horses, to burn whsat v remaining of
the carcasses after the hogs had fed from them for
a few days.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310296 ~ Page 962/2818
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
J.H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

HFD™EL

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310296 ~ Page 963/2818
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory QD) s

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310296 ~ Page 964/2818
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory O

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310296 ~ Page 965/2818
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory O

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310296 ~ Page 966/2818
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

J. H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER

State 1 Kansas

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kansas,
March 18, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

As per your telephone instruetions,
I went to Sedan, Kansas, to investigate sick-
ness in hogs belonging to Ir. W. L. Bruner.
These hogs were purchased and vaccinated on
the Wichita Yards, and shipped out February
22nd.

Hr. Bruner said that they did well
up until the middle of last week, when they
develored sickness, and 17 head had died up
to the time of my visit. There were shout
30 sick out of a shipment of 134 head. The
diseased condition found was a very severe type
of Neerotic Enteritis. I held peost-mortem on
one pig and the sick ones were manifesting a dark
colored ill smelling diarrhoea streaked with
blood. There was no evidence of complications.

In an adjoining lot he had some heavier
hogs not belonging to this shipment, they were
marketable and he was advised to dispose of them.
Instructions given in regard to treatment and hand-
ling the sick hogs were as follows: Sevarate sick
from the well and begin feeding all hogs blue vitral
solution mixed with the drinking water, snd add it
to short slop which he was feeding, esnd & grain
ration consisting of oats, that had been soaked in
blue vitral solution for twelve hours. He also was
advised to try & prevared medicine produced by &
firm in Iowa, this to be fed in soaked oats. This
remedy has been recommended to me very highly by
practical hog feeders, and no doubt has considerable
merit in controlling this condition. Sanitery
measures including cleaning up hog lot and fregquent
diginfection were recommended.

Ydurs truly,

HFD*EL R N pZz et
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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SAI}‘I&E_\:_QOMM[SSIONER

COMMISSIONER

Ao

Ft Scott,Kansas
April 2nd,,1927

Mr, J,H, Mercer
State Livestock Commissioner
Topeksa Kansas,

Dear Mr, Mercer;

We have made fair time calling at
the appraising work yesterday and today, after our
delay due to the heavy rains on Thursday, We have cleaned
up all cases reported in the Scott,Marmarton, end
Redfield distrits and will ship a boad from Redfield, &nd
Ft, Scott Monday and Tuesday of nextiweek . The shipping
agents for tle ass.ciation will notify you by phone when the
cattle are shipped, Things are going pretty well, but
the Farm Bureau and many farmers are asking for additional
veterinarians in view ofthe pasture situation, There has been
some critisism of the methods of Dr, Brown among several
owners of reactors, altho the officials speak highly of him,
Some owners think Dr. Brown's methods loose and are not at all
satisfied wbth his testing, Just what are our rules regarding
a retest? Mr, Mooter at Marmarton has lost eight valuable
Holsteins and thinks there is a mistake, I metition this
because he requested it, X

: Mr, Drum who has been out with me, also
requested that I ask you for your ideas about a compensation
for the county commissioners who do this appraising, I have
stated to him that as far as I know that this is a matter to
be stttled by the county commissioners, and that it is one

of the dutdes of the county commissioners office,

Mr, T.J, VanSickle, bought 240 sheep in
Kansas City, in November, and since getting them to his home
&t Fulton, the sheep have developed scab or menge and he heas
lost 24 head, He asked for advice relative to interstate
shipment and states that he recieved no health certificate
from the commission company when he bought the sheep, Person=
ally I dont see how he managed to ship them out without the proper
release from the yards, but believe that this condition should
be reported, I have not seen the flock and cannot state their
conditien, He thinks the sheep must have been infected before
shipping.
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COMMISSIONER

The following appraisals have

March 3oth

D.W, Rager cow $80,00

Ed, Emerson " $50,00

E.H, Bates 3 65,00

R.G., Campbell 2 " 95,00=75,00
Joe Beaden cow 65,00

E.L. Banwart b 65,00

State of Kansus

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

March 31st, High water and roads impassable

April 1lst,

Root & Hutchinson cow $65,00

D.L, Rhoda » 75,00

Newcomb & Johnson . 40,00

T,H, Turner " 70,00

A,E, Davis » 50,00
D.C.Turner 3 cows,

C,M, Draper Cow 75,00

CH, Bilyew 2 cows 60, 00-40,00
H.,A, Fulton cow 70,00
LLoyd Biles » 60,00

T.L, Thogmartin a 55,00

April 2nd,

W.E. Collins 2 cows $75,00--§60,00
Robt, Shoemaker cow 48,00

B.F, Harper g 75,00
Daniel Murphey " 60,00

C.T, McReyholds o 78,00

cover,

Dewey Brillhart om April lst, 2 cows $60,00, $50,00

Am sending the appraisal sheets under separate

Respectfully yours

/

.f// "; /
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State of Kunsas

OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER
Ft Scott, 3-31-27

Mr, J.H., Mercer
State Livestock Commissioner
Topeka Kansas,

Dear Mr, Mercer;

With Mr Drum, I started the work yesterday,
but were seriously handicapped by the condition of the roads
off the highways, It has been raing for the past 18 hours,
and Mr, Drum, who lives in the country, was unable to get inte
town today, It has cleared how, and we hope to make a good
showing tomorrow, At present the unimppoved roads are almost
impassable, Both Granfield and Mr, Kelly of the shipping
association are cooperating in a fine manner, Mr, Kelly thinks
he can assemble some of the cattle in thier respective shipping
" centers, and appraise them at the yards, If this can be done it
will be a great saving of time, Conditions seem very good
around Ft Scott and the cattle are all in better conditiom than
in any county se far, Mr, Drum suggested the appointement
of some one to represent the county commissioners in the event
that he could not finisn his alloted territory, 1Is such &
substitution im accora wiih vhe rules ?

In connection with tne Banbury aifair, referred
to in your icuter of yesterday, 1 aceply regret this error in
my judgement, and appreciate your considerate attitude, In
this connection, I might state that AUbel can be depended
upon to say nothing, and I do not recall mentioning eny names
or details to Mr, Burns, I asked him for ageneral idea as to
the valuations of polled and horned cattle,

! I will submit 2 regular report on the cattle
appraised in my next letter, I will nedd a supply of the
county sheets and also another expense receipt book,

I am stopping at the Tremont,

Respectfully yours

David Gray ,&m/ /r%/c‘
Tremont Hotel ;
Ft,. Scott
Kansas,
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State of Kansas

. OFFICE OF
i LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Py
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State of Kansus

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kansas,
March 9, 1927.

¥r. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of March 5th
and supplementing my letter to you under date
of March 2, in regard to a shipment of hogs
off the Wichita market, to Mr. Stacey Reeves,
Ploral, Kansas.

There were 10B hogs in the shipment,
and they were vaccinated here at the yards
and were in a healthy condition at the time
of vaecination. These hogs were held on the
yards for a week or more following vacecinatien,
before being shipped out. Inspection made at
this time disclosed that some of them were
gick. I took the matter up with the pig svec-
ulator, Mr. Ed Halvpin, and the Witherspoon
Gommission Company, Wwho was representing ¥r.
Reeves, and was advised that Mr. Reeves had
been in and made the purchase himself out of
first hands on a portion of these hogs, that
the hogs were healthy when he purchased them,
and therefore was his property, and the reascn
that the hogs were held for & week was in order
to purchase more to go with them to make & full
sar load. The hog buyer for Witherspoon Commission
Comnany stated that he was well acquainted with Mr.
Reeves, having known him for a good many years,
and he felt sure that Mr. Reeves would like to
have these hogs down home where he could give them
the vrover eare and treatment. I advised him that
it wes contrary to our regulations %o permit siek
hogs to meve off the yards, but that I recognized
the logic of his statement, and the desirability
of the hogs being out where they ecould get sun-
1ight snd receive better treatment than could be
given here at the yards.
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State nf Kansas

OFFICE OF
J. H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
CoMMISSIONER TOPEKA

J. H. Mercer 2.

I advised them thet if they would get in

toueh with Mr. Reeves

and tell him the hogs were

becoming sick, that we were holding up shipment
on that aecount, end further advised him, if it
was his desire to ship his hogs home knowing
these conditions, where he could give them better
care, that we would permit him to do se. Later
in thd day, the Commission Comvnany came to me

and advised that they

had had a long distance

call in for Mr. Reeves all day, but was unable
to get through, that it was loading time, that
8 clean and disinfected car had heen ordered and
the hogs had been dinped and everything was in

readiness to load the

hogs out. I was lead to

believe both by the pig speculator and the
Commission Compwany, that on account of the con-
dition of sale, the hogs belonged to Mr. Reeves
whether they were siek or not, therefore I was
confronted with the situation of a man having

a car load of hogs here on the yards getting
sick, located 60 miles from his farm, and the
statement of the commission firm that they were
positive that it would be Mr. Reeves desire to

have the hogs shipped
care of them. I then

out where he could take
advised them that I weculd

permit the shipment to go forward with the under-
standing that I was dealing with Mr. Reeves
through them as his agent.

In my letter to you under date of March
2, 1 advised you of making a trip to the Reeves

farm, and investigated

hogs, at that time he

the eondition of these
had lost 17 head. I was

talking to him again yesterday, and he stated
that a total of 30 had died, and it seemed that

the balance were siek,

also about 75 head of

native hogs were infected with this trouble now.

The diseased condition

a different condition

they were shipred out,
gseveral of them were thump-

to have the hog flu,

in them at this time is
than was in evidence when
at that time they seemed

ing and 211 of them had a bad cough.
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J. H. Mercer 3.

Mr. Reeves advised that
cleared up in a few days after
home, that he lost 3 or 4 from
that the Neucrotiec Enteritis was a laterdevelon-

ment.

Mr. Reeves advised me that the Commission
Company and the pig speculator both misinformed
me in regard to the conditions of sale,
he known these hogs were sick, he never would
allowed them to be shipred,

have vnaid for them.

1 can see now where

The nature of the disturbance in these hogs
also had some bearing on my decision to let them
go. A very large vpercentage that undergo the in-
fluence of shipping this time of year, seem to go
in itself seldon causes
heavy loses, they will thump pretty badly for a
few days and then get back on feed and clear up
all right, and I expressed the opinion in my letter
to Mr. Reeves under date of February 16th, the same
day the hogs were shipped out, however hogs in this
weakened condition have a very low resistance, and
feequently contract Necrotic Enteritis, or there
follows = vaccination break.

through & hog flu
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State nf Kansas

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER

this condition
they arrived
pneumonia, and

would never
He takes the position that
he has been unfairly dealt with by the Commission
Comrany and by the vig spmeculator, and feels that
they should reimburse him for his loss.
connection it is plainly evident that I pulled =
bonehead when I did not insist on having an under-
standing with Mr, Reeves personally, before per-
mitting the hogs to go out, but at the time on
account of the eircumstances and the assurance
from a men that I had known for several years,

who was representing Mr. Heeves as his commission
merchant, I felt it would be all right.
talked to lir. Reeves several
hogs went out and explained my negligence in the
matter, he does not seem to blame me
letting the hogs go out under the circumstances,
but at the same time he has sustained
heavy loss, and in the light of later developments,
I should have never permitted
the hogs to leave the yards, until I had personally
talked to Mr. Reeves, even though it would have
seemed an arbitrary procedure.

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Livestock Sanitary Commissioner's Office, correspondence, 1926-1929

J.H. MERCER

COMMISSIONER

Stute of Kansas

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J. H, Mercer, 4.

Mr. Reeves advised me yesterday, that he
had invited the Commission Commany representative
and the pig sveculator here to come down to his
farm next Sunday, to see the condition of the
hogs, snd he talked like they had agreed to come,
end it may be that they will adjust the matter
among themselves. I might add that everything
possible is being done for the hogs.

I think I have covered the details of
this matter pretty well, although it is hard to
bring out all angles of & disputed question of
this kind,without becoming so voluminous.

Should you hear from Mr. Reeves, and there
is any additional information, we will be glad to
supnly it.

Yours truly =
_}5{,42: ArCL o
HFD*EL
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J.H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER

State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kansas,
March 11, 1927.

My, J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:
Replying to yours of March 10th.

The Stock Yards Company has set aside
two pens for our use where cattle may berassem-
bled by varicus owners to be tested. They do
not meke any charge whatever as a faéility.
Bedding is necessary this time of year, and
oceasionally it is necessary for us to pmrchase
e bale of straw. The Stock Yards Company do
not furnish bedding to anybody without being
paid for it.

As stated above, we have been allowed two
pens to use for testing purposes. OCattle to be
tested are broucht to these pens, after which
they are removed to a Commission Company's
alley where they are kept for the 72 hours, at
the end of which time they are brought back to
these pens for the test to be completed.

Occasinnally somebody will negleet to take an-
imels out of the test pen after the test has
been started, in some instances we do not know
who the owner is, and unless somebody ordered
these animals fed and taken care of, they would
be several days without feed. This does not
hapvwen very often, but when it does, it has

been my practice to order feed and see that the
stoek get care, when the owner finally shows up,
I simply eolleat from him for the feed that the
Stoak Yards Comnany collects from me when I

order the hay. You will note that the $1.10 is
1listed under revenue, that is the amount of
feed we collected for, and is & part of the $3.57
listed under expesmse. I know of no other way
that this matter could be handled, and will make
it a voint to bring the matter up the next time
you are down, and explain how our local situation
here is.
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State nf Kuansus

ks OFFICE OF
J.H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

J« H. Mercer, 2.

In regard to our overhead expense, will
gay that I am in acceord with your views in this
matter, and have always felt that the Stock Yards
Company was: getting the lions share of our
revenue, and from time to time I have called your
attention to this matter.

I note what you say in r d to the
Btacey Reeves hogs. Will state that there probably
was no legal necessity of talking with Illr. Reeves
versonallybefore the shipment of hogs left the
yards, but had I have talked to him, matters would
not have been misrepresented, and he wculd have
probably avoided this loss.

There is attached herewith a:copy of the
permit that we issued for the shipment of these
hogs.

Yours truly,
M= }L_Z;:Zl,gva_,
IFD*EL
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J.H. MERCER

COMMISSIONER

State nf Kansas

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kan

8,
April 11, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

I have Just received s
to report to division number 1
of Sedgwick County for two weeks
beginning on Monday April
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BENJ. F. HEGLER
A.V. ROBERTS
MARRY G.CARLSON

LAW OFFICES

HEGLER AND ROBERTS

SUITE 306-7-8 WHEELER KELLY HAGNY BLDG.

WICHITA,KANSAS
April 6, 1927,

Hon, J. H.
Live Stock

Vercer
kercer,

Dear Sir: IN RE: Bolton vs. Hagan & Songer,
This case is set for trial April 25th,
Attorney-General will

s matter as the former
it up with him,

May be the pr

not take the same view of
one did. Supposing you take

) e

/

/ s 7
‘th&*f.‘ ,_L~%¢Qj;;{f¢A\_ﬁ
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