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W. A. LANDIS, Przsioent - GEO. L. ROOT, Secnerany

The South St. Joseph Live Stock Exchange

LIVE STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDING

Sounth St. Joseph, Missouri

January 21-192%,

Mr. J, H. Mercer, i s
Live Stock Sanifary Commissioner,
topeka, Kansas.

Dear Hr., liercer:-

Again referring to your letter of
January 7th, and also to our revly to same letter,
beg to infom you that as I promised in my letter
of the 15th, we have held a joint melsting of the
Board of Directors, of the South S5t. Josenh Live
Stock Exchange, the St. Jbseph iraders Exchange,
Hr. J..0, Barkley, General Mammger of our Stock
Yards Co., and Dr. B. J. Stockler, Chief in charge
here of B. A. I.

ihe subject of stock yards fever was very
thor oughly discussed. Dr. Stockler very kindly
explained the scientific side of the disease,
Hemorrhagic septicemia, and recommended that we
seriously consider the practicalbility of vaccinating
all stocker grades of cattle under two yearscas soon
as they arrive on osur mrket.

It may surprise you as it did me to know
that this plan of vaccinating all stock cattle seemed
to meet with favor of both Exchanges, and we have
the assurance of lir. Barkley, of thenStock Yards Co.,
that he will assist us in working out a plan should
we decide to give this method of prevention a trial.
ihe fraders Exchange, on whom the burden of cost and
inconvenience will fall will hold a General meeting
tomorrow for the discussion of some feasible plan to
combat this disease.

I wish to call your attentipn,howvever, to
the fact, that I am told by our traders here that we
receive considerable nurbers of light weight yearling
and two year old stale stockers from your Wichita yards,
and that they suspect that some shipments of these 1little
stale steers are effected at the time we receive them.
Therefore, in event that we shouldd decide t0 vaccinate
everything arriving here, wewill ask you to clean up and
vaccinate your Wichita yards in a similar manner.

I will advisd you further after some definite
action has been taken.
Yours truly, P
/)
LB-W President.
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Stute nf Kansas

OFFICE OF

J. H. MERCER LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Livestock Exchange Building,
Wichita, Kansas,
January 24, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Mercer, Commissioner,
State House,
Toveka, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of January
7, relative to losses in feeder cattle pur-
chased at public markets.

I think your acticn in taking this
metter up a timely one, and should receive
the earnest consideration of all those agen-
cies connected with this branch of the live=-
stock industry. When the matter is gone in-
to and considerable study given the problem
of eliminating these losses, it is at oncs
evident that no speéific plan or procedure
that might be adopted,will entirely eliminate
these lesses. It is a hard thing to get at ‘
in a practical wey,without caus ing hardships
to the industry that would approximate the
losses trat are being sustained, as long
as our system of marketing preveils, where-
by traders and sveculstors occury the o=
sition of middle man between the buyer and
gseller, and are permitted to hold eattle en
the yards for days, and even weeks waiting
for his profit, during which time these cattle
are subjected to daily fills and exposed to
the infection that is slways present at a
public market. It has been my observation
that cattle sold out of first hands, and not
permitted to remain on the yards over two or
three days seldom cause any trouble, &t
least serious losses are very infrequent in
ecattle handled in this manner.

I might suggest the following recommen-
dations, which if followed would not eliminate
these losses, but might be helpful in lessening
them.

b
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J.H.MERCER
COMMISSIONER

State nf Kansas

QOFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J. H., Mercer, r

First of all the system of filling
eattle should be changed at all markets.
There should be & law or rule of some kind
providing a constant supnly of water for
cattle from the time they enter the yards
until they leave the yards. I think the
proper method of bringing this change about,
is through the medium of "the United States
Department of Agriculture. If the present
rules and regulations of the Packers and
Stoek Yards Control Division does not pro-
vide for a change of this kind, immediate
gteps should be taken that will give them
the necessary euthority to put inte effect
at all public markets a rule that will do
away with the »ractice of withholding water
from cattle, in order to get excessive fills.
It is my opinion that the present method of
filling eattle has as much to do with causing
losses as any other factor that might be men-
tioned.

Second: More attention should be
given the sanitary condition of the yards.
I have always felt that the conditiocn here
at the Wichita yards for the most part has
been maintained in & s»lendid sanitary con-
dition, as commared with other markets.
Pens are frequently cleaned and & thorough
disinfection of the entire yards made twice
a year, and portions of the yards are clean-
ed and disinfected oftener than twice a
year, however in talking over this matter
with Dan Smith, it was agreed that in
addition to their regulsr cleaning and dis-
infeetion of the entire yards, that certain
portions of the yards such as dock nens
and chutes, scales, branding chutes, scale
holding vens would in the future be dis-
infected weekly or semi-monthly intervals,
and thet mangers and water troughs be dis-
infected as frequently as thought advisable
and practical. The Stock Yards Company has
a disinfecting apnaratus mounted on & motoer
truck, end is overated by a force pump pro-
pelled by an engine, therefore the matter
of disinfecting of quite a large area is
not as laborious a task as might seem.
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LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER

J.H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER

J. H. M. 3.

Third: It is recommended that the
State Livestock Sanitary Commissioner write
or cause to be written,
of facts in regard to diseases of livestoek
incident to shipning and marketing, describe
in & general way the tendency of the marke t-
ing process to render cattle more susceptible
to disease, and point out livestock purchased
at a market centér chould be handled seccordingly.
A statement could be included as to the re-
lative merits of vaceinating for these in-
.fections, and peint out that a false security
is often obtained when purchasers have their
that while the
is suvnosedly helpful, yet it falls short of
produc ing protection from these losses in the
senge that blaeckleg or hog cholera vaccination
does. There could be printed a sunnly of these
so called statements of faets and Commission
Companies and marketing agencies could be re-
quired to attach one of these to every account
sales on out going cattle.
the purpose of informing the purchaser the
risk he is taking, end would enlighten him
a8 to the best procedure to follow in coping
with possible losses and put him in a pos-
ition to protect livestock already on the
farm. It would do muech to eliminate cause

cattle vaceinated,

for complaint.

Pourth: It is recommended that traders
and speculators be urged to do their utmost &and
aYoid if: possible holding cattle on the yards
for a period longer than one week.
strongly recocmmended that in such cases where
cattle are held for a period of time longer
than a week, and have become thoroughly stale,
the purchaser be advised of conditions and
possibility of losses.

Fifth: 1In most instances when cattle
are sold by the commission man or trader,
are immediately taken to vpens
division, pending their being
in some instances are held in

a day or more.
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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J..H. M, 4.

No bedding is provided in this part
of the yards, and while here at Wichits these
vens are frequently celeaned, yet during the
fall, winter and spring months, they are al-
ways slopny, and it is & tendency at all mar-
kets for this division of the yards to re=
ceive the least attention, and while the cattle
remain in these pens there is no place to lay
down without lying down in a loblolly. The
c¢old weather if cattle are forced to stay in
vens of this nature for a periocd of hours, and
sometimes & day or two, it is evident that this
practice is harmful, and favors the develonment
of resviratory diseases. The Stock Yards
Company does not feel incumbered to keep this
division of their yards bedded, without some
provision being made for remuneration. The
traders and commission men do not feel that
they should bed a pen for a few hours use, or
for one pen load of cattle, the voint being
that they would vay for bedding the pnen for one
load of cattle, and it not being necessary to
elean the pen out immediately, other cattle
would be ysrded in there, the owner of whiech
would not contribute vayment for the bedding.
I'think this is en immortant matter that should
be gone into, and some plan worked out whereby
the pens in the shipving division cecould bhe
properly bedded during the winter months.

I am not sure but what it would be
practical if this division was under cover,
protecting stoek from inclement weather, and
in this connection it would seem at publie
markets where snace is awailable, more shelter
should bc provided where cattle remain in the
yards for an indefinite period of time, could
be sheltered during the night at least in
stormy weather. I am aware that limited svace
would hinder very much provision of this kind,
but I am sure that cattle subjected to effects
of a blizzard, with no more shelter than is
provided in the cattle nens has a very harm-
ful and weskening influence
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J.H.MERCER
COMMISSIONER

State of Kangaxs

OFFICE OF

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

J. H. M, 5.

Double the amount of space could be
provided here at the Wichita market for shel-
tering cattle, eand it is my opinion this shel-
ter would be used if the price for such
facilities were not prohibitive. We have here
in Wichita about fifty shed vens that are
available for use during stormy weather, for
which the Stock Yard Comnany makes a charge of
$2.00 per night. These pens are only used in
bad westher, they are kent clean and bedded,
and it would seem that this was not an un-
reasoneble charge, yet freguently these shel-
tering vpens remein vacant, and I presume it is
on account of the $2.00 per night rental charge.

The above recommendations might seem
radical and imnractical, yet if losses incident
to handling and marketing livestock at publie
markets are to be diminished, these items must
be reckoned with. I think that all those agen-
cles ocounected with this braneh of the industry
are awake to the problems and necessity of meet-
ing this situation, and you should receive hesrty
co-oneration.

Yours truly,

>_/é(:{§Z\\é(£)4:Z:;o—vL,:
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State of Kansas

OFFICE OF
N ETER L LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER TOPEKA

Jamuary 31, 1927.

County Treasurer,
Geary County,
Junction City, Kansas.
Dear Sir:

We are inclosing herewith account sales with check attached in the amount

of

21,55 , sent to this office by the

Martin Bpos, and bLee [ive Stock Uommission Co.

covering net proceeds from the sale of__ one coW==hag lo. 7741

originally belonging to: I. P, Norris, Junction Ciky, Huns.

These animals were recently condemned on account of being infected with
the contagious disease tuberculosis, and disposal has been made in accordance
with the law governing matters of this kind.

Kindly acknowledge with your official receipt for our files.

Yours very truly,

11-1695 Commissioner.
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J. H. MERCER
COMMISSIONER

11-2765

State nf Kansus

OFFICE OF
LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSIONER
TOPEKA

January 51, 1927.

lire I. F. Norris,
Junction City, Kansase.

Dear Sir:
We are enclosing herewith order drawn on the Board of County

Commissioners of Geary County for $25.00 y
same being one-half the appraised value of your cOW==tag lio. 7741
recently condemned on account of being infected with the con-
tagious disease, tuberculosis.

You will go before a notary public and qualify to this order
and then present same, together with the attached copy of ap-
praisement, to your Board of County Commissioners, and they will
issue you warrant on your County Treasurer covering same.

Yours very truly,

Commissioner,
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A. J. SCHMEDEMANN o COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Souny peae ave Bffice of Tty Clerk
JULIA HORTON DEPUTY Ci 2 H. P.. POWERS, CHAIRMAN
BGeary Cmmty, Rans. HENRY kAN

MEET FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
JUNCTION CITY. KANSAS
Dec. 21, 1926.

Joe Mercer,

Topeka, Kansas.
Dear Mr. Mercer:

Your letter of Dec. the 20th received this morning and
in snswer I wish to state that since lr. West was here I
have been able to get the following information on the I. P.
Norris cow. When Mr. West was here he told me that this cow
had been retested and that was the first that I knew what had
been done with her. I had told Mr. Norris, when He called me
out to his kouse to appraise the cow, that if he was not sat-
igfied with the appraisement or with the test that Dr. Zollinger
had given it that he could have the cow retested. Afterwards
Dr. Frits called me about it and I told him the same, but that
I did not know how they should proceed to have her retested,
and Mr. West told me when he was here that the cow did not re-
act on the second test and that Norris had disposed of her.
Since then I have found that he took this cow to 2 sale and
she was sold to & man by the name of Strecker, and after Mr.
West was here Mr. Norris got excited and bought the cow back
from Mr. Strecker and has her in his possession. As soon as
I can get & hold of Mr. Norris we will apprdise this cow and
send her in, unless you give us different directions.

Very truly yours,
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