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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY,
WASHINGTON, D. €.

ADDRESS REPLY TO
"CHIEF OF BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY,'
AND REFER TO

X~

Decenber 10, 1928

Hons J+ He Mercer,
Livestock Sommi ssioner,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Mercer:

lany inquiries are being received by the Buresu as to the
amount of damage to the swine industry caused by hog cholera during
the recent epldemic of the disesses Some datz have been gathered,
bat as you kaow it 1s quite diffieult to obtaln reliable informa-
tion from some seotions. Our figures so far give us but a basis
for an estimate.

It is presumed that your office has made & survey and that
you are in position to give us suthentic dats. The Burosu wouid
appreciate it if you would furnish us such inforastion as you may
already have or are likely to get covering the sl tuation, such as
the muaber of hogs killed by cholera, the mumber of unfinished hogs
sent to market and the number of swine hepds previously treated with
sorem snd virss in which the dlsease made its appearcnce; siso, kindly
glve us your opinion as to the probable i1l effect to the industry
on ageount of depletion of breeding stock on farms.

Very truly yours,

AN Atoaset

Chief, Division of Hog Cholers Gondrole
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OFFICE DAY PHO
SATURDAY NE 1198
CITY HALL

CO-OPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK

N

AGRICULTURE AND HOME EcoNOMICS

STATE OF KANSAS
KANSAS STATE AGRICULTURE COLLEGE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE oo TUNIoN SEAVIOR
AND GLOUD COUNTY FARM BUREAU CG-OPERATING ot AGENY WORK

CONCORDIA. KANSAS
1926.

Decer

Mr, J. H. Mercery

Livestock Sanitary Cuumissioner,
State of Kansas,

Topeka, Kansas,

Dear Mr. Mercer:

I have been watching the progress of
the work in tuberculosis eradication as it is ex-
tending into the counties around Cloud County---
wondering when this county couid best line up with
your program. It has been some time sinee 1 hav3
talked to you about the test for Cloud County but
I believe the time is ripe here now.

Concordia is quite a little city and
the news from other counties has been getting in
here and the people want the testl We have done
some educational work here tentative to getting
things started and lined up for the petitions. I
am confident that the work will be favorably rec-

the people here.

I am planning a series of township
meetings from Jgnuary 24 to February 19 and could
put owver the petitions at that time if you think
it advisable from your p of view.

P
£ ;
L m y

Very teyly yours,
- =

Sounty Agent.

TN . T
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KANSAS STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
MANHATTAN, KANSAS

DIVISION OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

December 22, 1926,

Hon. J. H, Mercer,
State LiveStock Sanitary Commissioner,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr.Mercer:

I have your letter of December 21 in which you enclose a copy
of a letter written to you by Mr. Ira Ash under date of December 9,
and also a copy of a letter written by you to Mr. Ash under date
of December 14.

From Mr. Ash's letter and from the verbal report I have re-
ceived from Dr. E. R, Frank of our staff, it appears to me that the
trouble is overwith now. Doctor Frank informs me that he held a
post mortem examination on one of the hogs and that it was so
typical of hog cholera that there was absolutely no question about
the diagnosis.

From the written description of the condition, I must say that
it sounds to me as though the outbreak was cholera - that this dis-
ease got a very good start in Mr. Ash's herd -~ then the animals were
vaccinated, but this would not stop the disease in those that were
already infected, and of course the losses would continue. It
apparently did stop the disease in a good many of the animals.

The question of analyzing food stuffs to determine whether it
has harmful qualities is not practical. You doubtless recall in 1912
how extensively examinations were made of materials consumed by horses
that died in the so-called Kansas horse plague, and that in spite of
intensive investigations, the outcome was negative.

Along this same line of food analysis, I had a letter yesterday
from a men in Olathe and I am enclosing herewith a copy of the reply
that I sent him, because it indicates clearly what our stand is about
a laboratory examination of food products. It seems to me that the
material consumed by Mr. Ash's hogs would come under the same classi-
fication. Furthermore, Mr. Ash's letter of December 9 states that
he haes 125 shoats on another farm on the same feed, that they were
vaccinated some time ago, and he has had no losses there. This again
demonsirates that the vaccination is protecting them and that the
material they were receiving as food has no connection with the trouble.

It seems to me that under the foregoing circumstances an investi-
gator from this institution could do absolutely nothing, and that it
would be a waste of time and money to go out there again. Doctor Frank
informs me that he never saw a more clearcut case of hog cholera than
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the evidence showéd in the animal which he autopsied.

If you think it necessary to go intec this matter more
fully and you still feel that somethin ore should be done
in the premises, let me know about it and we will be glad to

cooperate with you.

Very truly yours,

7 A /W/M/Z:w

R. R. Dykstra,
Dean of Divisioen.
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