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Salaries and wages will not have to be lowered. The effici-

ency of the institutlons will not be effected. I am calling upon the

Board of Administration, the Board of Regents, the Board of Managers,
the State Business Manager, the Budget Director and State Accountant
to cooperate with me in earrying out the voluntary reduction in expen-
ditures. I am calling a joint conference of all of those mentioned

at an early dete to consider the plan of reduction herewith submitted.
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Kansas faces another wnfortunate situatien - the natural
result of low farm prices.

The lowest prices in many years for farm produgts in this
agricuitural state and the prices for erude oll and other commodities
produced in Kansas has struck a blow to the assessed valuations of all
personal property in Xansas. is & result our net aggreguete assessed
valuations of all property for tax purposes in Kansas shows this year
a decrease of over 250 million dollars, This decrease of values,
figuring the same state levy rate os last year 1.43 mills, means a loss

of over {450,000 in tax revenuee for state pwrposes. The leglslature

meeting early this year made appropriations based on & budget prepared
APt/

/ kel prices and values of November, 1O3E

: Liss But today prices have declined. The farmer, insteasd of

/['{'!M/’G‘O cents for his wheat aus estimated at the time the legislature
was making its appropriations, finds himself receiving less than half
that price or 26 to 30 cents per bushel and other prices in comparison,
The economic situation has effected all business interests, the mere-
chants, the rallroads, the laborer, all corporate interests and all
citizens of Eensas,

An economic emergency exists, The taxpayer will find

it harder in December this year to raise and pay his taxes than at
any time in slmost forty years. is Governor, I must take cognizanee
of this crisis end insist that the state tex rate not be raised even
though our valuations have decreased 250 millions of dollars. I am
asking the state levy be maintmined at 1,43 mills, However, to do
this we must cut all state expenses below the eppropristions made by
the legislature, Business 1s faced with the same emergency and is
reducing expenditures. Every business house is shaying every possible
item of expense in an effort not to cut salaries or add to unemploye
ment, It is the duty of those handling public funds to cut the same
COrners.

The state govermnment must do likewise, cutting out all
unnecessary expenditures of items that can be delayed and reducing
costs of maintensnce and supplies. 'tThese reductiona cen be made if
all institutions and departments will voluntarily work for strioct
economy. e have carefully gone into each and every fund and know

where the saving can be effected,
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Salaries and wages will not have to be lowered. The
efficiency of the institutions will not be effected,. I am ealling
upon the Board of Administration, the Board of Regents, the Board of
lanagers, the State Business Manager, the Budget Director and State

Aecountant to cooperate with me in carrying out the voluntary reduction

in expenditures, I am calling & joint conference of all of t,h:l.

mentioned at an early date to consider the plan of reduction herewith

submitted.
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Theé main object of my eastern trip was to have a personal
conference with Henry L. Doherty concerning the ges rate situation
in our territory served by the Clities Service subsidlaries., The
conference was a part of negotistions which have been under way
gince & few weeks after my ineauguration.

During the campaign, in which I visited 94 counties in Kansas,
I came to lmow and realize the popular revolt against excessive
domestle gas rates. Immediately after taking office, with this
ih mind, I initiated a legislative program which had as its ob-
jective giving the state the means and power to make a determined
fight for rate revision and to give the present Public Seriwice
Commission increased power to continue its valuable and splendid
service to the Kansas people. At the seme time we were preparing
to fight, I started negotistions which had as their objective a
peaceful settlement. As & business man, I have elways preferred
negotiation to litigation. I also have found that the average
business men will be reasonable in a controversy if he finds he
has the wrong view of the situation. In our last legislative
session we appropriated §100,000 to the Public Service Commission
to carry on & determined fight for lower gas rates, but I desired,
if at all possible, to save this money for the tax payers of Kansas,.
So I speeded up the negotistions by asking the Doherty interests
to send an authorized representative to Topeka to discuss with me
the gas rate situation. This wes done and negotiations followed
which made adviseble my trip East for a conference with Mr. Doherty.
In this conference in Washington, D. C., on Friday, I presented our
case to Mr., Doherty and our tentative proposition for the settlement
of this controversy. I pointed out to him the inequalities of the
gas rate structure in this territory and emphasized the necessity
of an immediate decrease in rates in line with general price re-
ductions. I also made it plain that the people of Kansas have
been forced to accept reduced prices for their products; that their
income was decreased and that public opinion would not tolerate
continued high prices for the commodities they had to purchase,
including natural gas.

I emphasized the fact that Kansas would continue the fight
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for lower rates with all the resources of the state and with all the
power of an aroused public opinion to & final, successful conclusion,
and that an immedlate voluntary reduction would be more conducive to
the prosperity and good will of his compenies than a reduction forced
by a long legal and leglslative battle.

I was very much pleased by our reception and by the attitude
of Mr. Doherty. He is personally very human and likeable end con-
vinced me that he wished to have the good will of the Kansas people,
He stated that he had been kept very busy with the critical con-
dition of the oil industry and general economical conditions, and
that he had not giw n the gas situation in Kansas his personal
attention. He expressed concern at the plcture which I presented
md promised to give the proposition his immedlate attention., He
expressed the opinion and the hope that we could regotiate a
settlement of this controversy &long the lines I suggested which
would satisfy the people in the territory his companies serve,

As a result of the conference, I am hopeful that the gas rate

controversy in cur territory may soon be settled and the $100,000

appropriation saved the texpayers of Kansas,
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Wy
1 am not concerned in the Vice P ldential nemination and
none of the articles whieh have a have been printed with
any knowledge or
have started a program of tex amdeconomie reform in
neas which I b eo through. In the next cumpaign, I
expect to dovote my effort to this tax and economic program
Kanans.
ional economie sltustion and the
art I hav ) 11l take in the seclution 68 the economie
problems of the nation are prompted solely by my desire as
Governor of Kansas to do everything in my power to advance
the prosperity of my State as & unlt of the grest Mideontinent
gricultural sectlon, 1 icludir & vast natural reasourcesa,

1 feel that the people of Kansas elected me for the
purpose of ecarrying out a progra uch as I lave outlined in
the foregoing and this shall occupy my unidvided interest
and be regarded as a paramoubk duty dwring my administration,

I feel 1t entirely within my province as CGovernor to
eall attention to the serious problems which confront Kansas
and the egrarian West and to speak in no uncertain terms for
a correction of the inequalities with whiech we have boen bur-

dened, I expeet to continue insistently to call attention

to th et that today the ldeontinent States are selling

practicelly everything they produce below the cost of
roduction while they are co 3 0 buy 1 a market which
is recei¥ing government a subsidy, with resulting relas
1lgher pricea.
Again I repeat my chief intereat in corrying out a

program to advance the ec.nomic interest of my natlive atate

and to this underteking I am wholehcartedly devoted.
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WESLEY E. DISNEY SECRETARIES:

FIRST DISTRICT OKLAHOMA W.T. CROZIER
HDUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D, C.

Congress of the United States Sr it &R
House of Representatives e
Washington, D. €.

Jupe 25th, 1931

Hon., Harry Woodring, Governor,
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Governor Woodring:-

I received your
letter containing the gentle rebuke for my
not having kept my word about the material
for speeches I was to send you. I enclose
some of it, with the sincere promise to for-
ward more a little later. The copied editor-
ial furnished to me sufticient material for
a lot of thought, and I hope it will be a
ecorresponding benefit to you.

Before very long,
I hope to be at Topeka and have a lot of in-
ter@sting conversation with you.

With personal re-
gards, I am

WED/M _Very sincerely_iigggi
v A X

S A\
M

'
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response - to the des of the
Public S 3 Y sion and myself f reduction of
utility rates 1} today f the
interests

than L. Jones
the sta

related in

iltional reductions in utility rates in Kansas hevs

been secured as a rosult of negotlatlons hetween the Public Service

Commission and the Western Light and Power Corporation and Western

Natural Gas Co., both of Salina.

"Recent conferences crystallized today in the presenta-

tion of & new schedule which reduces electric in 42 cities

and towns in Kansas, and gas rates in several hers Under the

electric rate schedule, the maximum rate will be 10 cents per killowatt

wat

our, as compared W exlsting rates as high as 15 cents in

some

instances. In the rate will scale down
as low as 4 cents. Reducti y1ll average 1l to 1B per cent.

"The smell consumer will be benefitted as well ss th

larger user, in every instance, the saving varying from 25 cents

LI1S

month up, depending on the amount of energy used.

y a few clties are affected by the new gas rates

servlice charge has prevalled, this charge is

In fio instance will the minimum charge exceed

£1.00, whereas in some instances the minimum has been $1.50 and $2.00

Caldwell

FONE 8
already enjoys a rate below the usual

Anthony rates are n affected because the Wgstern 1s

at the city gate for gas purchased from a pipe line, and this doses

not permit of a reduction.
"

"We feel gratified wi the splandid response and coopera=

L. Jones in b f of the Salina com ies,
in Sgptember, will benefit thousands
of citizens the worth of the investment in these

properties".,
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0ll interests
field further,
the ic Service mmisslon today took steps to shut down

all pro n in t 1 1d Follow r 8 Ccon-
ference between Governor Harry H. Woodring and Thurman
Hill of the Public Service Commission, Governor Woodring
1ssued the following statement:
" I am in full accord with the efforts made
Governor Sterling of
per barrel which I

consider the minimum price it should idering the

domestic supply and demand. We are taking 11s action in

order not to jeopardize the Midcontinent situation."
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farm B age, vast sums of new money will be required to furnish

adequate tranamissicn facllities and generating capacity. Money
goes freely only where there is ressonable assurance of dividends.
Such dividends can properly come only out of earnings. Our job
is to furnish the best service we can at lowest rates consistent
with fair and reasonable earnings.”

"The constructive way in which the Governor and the Publle
service Commission have conducted themselves and the negotiatlions
relative to our rate matters, have created in us a feeling of
business confidence toward them. owr negotiations have culminated
in our going all the way in the matter of reducing rates to the
lowest level consistent with good service and a reasonable return
on the capital invested, so that our thousands of investors
are protected and will receive regularly the proper hire for the
use of their money."

"The fact that our State officials do meet with us on
a clean cut business basis and the great results recently ob-
tained by the State wide reductions in rates being made without
delay or long drawn out hearings to be paid for by taxpayers
should be svidence that the best results are obtained by
business methods and confidence.”

"I think it should be a matter of satisfaction to
thousands of people who have investments in Kansas utilities
to know that their business is being regulated with careful
thought and business judgement and that the management of the
utilities ars sble to meet the demand for lower rates,

"Gas consumers in several cities and towns served by
us ars also to receive benefits through elimination of all
service charges or reductions of the monthly minimum, in accord-
ance with the wishes of state authorities, in all towns where the

minimum exceeds $1.00 per month."
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STATE OF KAMNSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

TOPEKA

Kansas has every right to feel honored by having
the privilege of entertalning the International Conven-

tion of the Disciples of Christ which will meet this

year at Wichita. Certainly, I, a&s Governor, deem it

a signal honor to be permitted to welcome those repre-

gsentatives of the Church who will be assembled within

the borders of the State, coming as they do mot only

from all sections of the Union, but from other countries

as well. It is a pleasure which is comparatively new

to Eansas for it is only within & few short years that

its eitles reached that stage in their development

where they could entertaln such a large gathering.

We are proud of the fact that such an organization

as yours has chosen a Kansas e¢ity for your 1931 meeting.
Kansas is a state of Christian people who will

be glad to extend to your delegates from near and far

a greeting brimful of midwestern hospitality. May : 4

express the hope that the International Organization

of the Disciples of Christ may be so well pleased

with this convention and the manner in which they

are enterdained that 1ts officials and members will

want to return agein and again to the Sunflower State.
Agein bidding you a most hearty welcome, I am

Very truly wours
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

Aagust 85, 1931

Mr. Willard E. Shelton, General Manager
Christian Board of Publication

The Christian Evangelist

St. Louis, Missourili

Dear Mr. Sheltons

Your letter of August 10 requesting a
word of welcome for the Intemnational Conven-
tion of the Disciples of Christ became mislaid
during my absence from the city. I am inclos-
ing herewith a short stutement which you may
use if it does not reach you too late.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours

Herry H. Woodring
Governor
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CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 'HE BOARD OF DIRECTONY
R. A Long, T

W, ¥. Shelton, General Manager
-

EDITORIAL STAFF W. Palmer Clarkson  W. A Shullcsbenssr

B. A. Assotr el ) 4 Oreon E. Scott Raphael H. Miller

Wierarn E. Swrtrox s e < C. 5. Medbury WR. Warren

B ki =y e C. C. Chapmin Hilion U. Beowi
ToR i 1S T JT.T.Hundiey LR MW

Wi B. Cremumr . i Ane 7 s ok

Sr. Louts, Mo.

‘rom one of
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

lovernor Woodring has directed me %o forward
you tho attachod "Greetings"™ to the 3O0th Divieion. If
nooclntion desire

1ad to follow any o

Yours very truly

Rlosa loville
orsonal Socrotary
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

TOPEKA

August 11, 1931

/ ;
Hon. D. J. Sheedy ’-/’
The Probate Court —~
Fredonia, Kensas
Dear Judge Sheedy:
In response to your letter of August 6,

1 am enclosing you copy of my Phillipsburg speech,

and also copy of my "Panic of Plenty" speech, some

of which was included in the Phillipsburg address.
With kindest personal regards, and thank-
ing you for writing, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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OFFICE OF
] ™ N »
The Probate Court
OF WILSON COUNTY. KANSAS

D. J. SHEEDY, PROBATE JUDGE

FREDONIA, KANSAS

Aug. 6,1931.

Hon. Harry H. Woodring,
Governor of the state of Kansas,
Topeka, Ksnsas.

My dear Governor:-

The Kansas City Times of August 6th guotes you
as saying at the Phillipsburg Rodeo tiat "Common
gense and individual genius rather than paternalism
offer the way out of the present day panic of plenty".

I shall be pleased to be favored with a copy of
your speech delivered at Phillipsburg.

Phanking you in advence for complying with my
request, I am,

Yours respectfully,
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

August 24, 195_'1

\

Mr. Louls B. Greenberg, Editor
Jewish News

303 Produce Ixchange Building
Kansas City, Missouri

Dear lMr. Greenberg:

Your letter of August 21 just was
called to my attention. I am hoping that this
short statement will reach you in time for your
purpose.

The opening and dedication next Sunday
of the Menorah hospital, erocted in Kensas City
by the Jewils Memorial Hospital Association at a
cost of one million two hundred fifty thousand

dollars, will mark the establishment of & splen-
did memorial to the liberslity and sense of helpe
fulness to the public generally characterizing

the Jewlsh community of Kansas City., The fact that
it is to be nonsectarian and that one-fifth of its
capaclty is to be set aside for charity patients
serves to emphasize the high intentions whieh
prompted the movement eluminating in the formal
opening of the institution.

It 1s a fine thing and I am pleased to
congratulate Kansas City that 1t is the home of
such an organization and such a Jewlsh people. At
the same time, I find mueh pleasure in congratulat-
ing those responsible for the successful culmination
of a splendid idea.

Very truly yours

Harry H. Hoodring
Governor
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THE KANSAS CITY

TJewish Jews

303 PRODUCE EXCHANGE BUILDING
TeLepHon: HARFISON BOB3
KANSAS CITY. MO.

Augpst 21, 1931

Governor Harry Woodring,
Capitol Buigdding,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Governor:

We are writing to request from you a statement upon
the occasion of the opening end dedication of the Menorsh Hospitel,
to be published in our special Dedicetion Issue which goes to press
Tuesday, August 25. This newspaper is a weekly English-Jewish pub-
lication, and our many readers in the Southwest will be anxious to
know what the Governor of the State of Keneas has to esy on this
occasion,

You will be interested in knowing that the recently
completed Menorsh Hospital, erected in Kaneas City by the Jewish
Memorial Hospitel Association at a cost of a million and m quarter
will be officially dedicated Sunday, August 30, with ceremonies
appropriate to the occasion. You perheps heve read reports of this
hospital, the funds for which were raised by popular subscription
from members of the Jewish community of Kansas City.

This hospital will be non-sectarian so far as its
operation is concerned, both non-Jewish patients and physicians
being welcomed. Many prominent non-Jewish physicians are numbered
on its staff. Twenty per cent of its capecity is being set aside
for charity patients.

In construction, this hospital is modern throughout,
possessaing many of the features not to be found elsewhere, in
view of the recentcerection of the institution. Its equipment is
most thorough, and medical authorities who have inspected the hos-
pitel aettest to the fact that it represents the last word in hos-
pitel construction,

Thenking you for your kind courtesy in this metter,
and trusting that we may have the privilege of presenting your
statement in our Dedication Issue, for the plessure of our readers,
We are,

Verygordielly yours,
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

Mr. Clarence I
412 Huntzinger Bu

Ve erely for your
ter of Augus ) and for your
words of commendation of r h at 11ldwine

administration
most tryilng times,

son very well which 1is
appreciate such a

wishes, I am

¥y truly yours

Harry H. Voodring
tovernor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

Chri

St. Louls,

Dear Mr. Shelton:

permit L ;

to get my Y t off in time for I pro=cons=
vention number, 1 was it would reach you
too late.

> perfectly all rigitrith me

rou to hold it an se it at such a time as

ay be convenient.

With continued

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION
-
W. P. Shelton, Cvaeul Manager

EDITORIAL STAFF

B. A Amporr
Witano E. Swerrem
Banciay Mravox
Wu. B. Cormura

Hon, Harry H.
Governor's Mans
Topeka, Kansas,
Dear Governor Woodring:

I appreciate
of August 25 enclosing a w
of Christ who will be visitin
International Convention,
of duties whi rour

h as that

As 1t so happened,

arrived after our
Immediat
we will have another
plete program will be
permission to hold your
It will be equally effective
aven mnc S0,

conve
publi

re

afigheﬂb R
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

August 3., 1931

Nelson

Chanute, Kansas

Dear lr, Nelson:
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Chenute, Kansas, Aug. 28th, 1931

Hon. Harry H Woodring,
Topeka, Kansas. ;
Dear Governor;

T want to express my appreciation of your common

sense attitude toward public questions and present day problems,

as expressed in your recent speeches, Baldwin Kansas especially.

Reapectfully,

C.0.Nelson
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 18, 1931

Mr. John P, Ribie, President
Croatien Fraternal Union
1841 State Avenue

Kansas City, Kansas

My dear Mr. Ribie:

I have been much interested in your
letter of September 18 containing, as it does, such
information with regard to the Croatien Fraternal
Union of America and Junior Order of the C.F.U,

I also em pleased to mow that the Union has adopted
the policy of printing one section of its offlecial
paper in English and of organizing Engl.l:? apeaking
local lodges. This feeling is emhanced the

knowledge that such a lodge hes been organi in
our own State at Kensas City to be known as "Jayhawi
Lodge No, 734 of the Croatian Fraternal Union", of
which you are president.

I feel that your pecple are to be
congratulated upon this progrem and that it is full
of possibilities for splemdid work to be done
through the orgenization, both for America end for
the Croatian-Americans who make up this membership,
I am sure your people through their loyalty to their
adopted country will gein much and contribute still
more through their assoelation in this organization.

I congratulate your leaders upon adopt-
ing a plan of organizing and building up English
speeking lodges believing that it will add very:
materially to the benefits and influence ac
both to the members and to the Nation of which they
now are a part,

With kindest personal regards and
assuring you that I appreciate your friendliness and
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esteem most highly, I am

Very cordially yours
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1« CROATIAN FRATERNAL UNION

_ OF AMERICA
,-"‘_'iu_w.'umjk”/ Lodge, No. 734
i | l

KANSAS CiTY, KANSAS, .. September 16,.. /931

Honorable Harry H. Woodring
Exeocutive Offices
Statehouse

Topeka, Kansas

My dear Governor:

The Croatian Fraternal Union of America, of Pittsburgh,Penn-
sylvania, and Junior Order of the C.F.U. are the lodges formed by
and for the Croatian people of the United States, and have a member-
ship of about one hundred thousand. The organization's official
publication is "Zajednicar", about two thousand coples of which
are distributed in Keansas City, Kansas.

With the reduction of immigration into this country, the
Croatian Fraternal Union, which has used the Croatian Language
exclusively in both its lodge meetings and its paper, in order to
maintain its membership, and in order to reach the young Croatian
people in the United States, has adopted the policy of printing
one section of its paper in English and organizing English speak-
ing local lodges. One such was organized in Kansas City, Kansas
last year. It is the only English speaking Croatian lodge in the
State of Kansas. It is known as "Jayhawk Lodge No. 734, of the
Croatien Fraternal Union." It happens that I am president of this
local Lodge.

Incidentelly, this progrem may be, and is expected to be, a
very practical means of more complete Americanization of my people.
As a legionnaire and American citizen, I am heart and soul in the
work of boosting the membership of the English speaking Lodges.

A letter of appreciation and commendation of this program from you,
which will be published in the national magazine, would, I feel, be
of great benefit in stimulating interest of my people, not only
locally, but nationally, in these English speaking Lodges.

Should you favor our building English speaking lodges, I shall
consider it an honor to have a letter on the sub ject from you,which
I shall gladly forward to the Editor of our official organ "Zajedni-
car" for publication in the English spesking section of an early
issue.

Assuring you of my friendliness and esteem for you and your
program for the people of Kansas, I am,

Respe ctfully yours,s/

/ = -
pi-%.m.bf e/t —
B

1841 State Avenue

/

“\/ :
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STATREENT OF ﬂog*x ?h?unflﬁ;‘:c f.{' VOODHING ON THE TRI-STATE

1 am delighted with the succeas of the Tri-state 011 Conference
held in Austin. I sm jJolning Governor Sterling of Texas snd Governep
Burray of Oklshoma in my approvel of the united eofforts of the Nide
continent Stetes in their appeal to kashington to order curtellment
of foreign oil importations to back up the conservation efforts of
the lsrge oil producing states.

I sm in recolpt today of word from Governor Seligmen of Hew
Bexico informing me the President wires him thet the appesl of the
Independent 0il Preducers Assoolation for fedepal ourtailment of
imports has been laid before the Toariff Commission. This ig &
@istinet oonoceselon from the former attitude of the administration,
inssmuch a8 those in power previously have been more concerned, ape
parently, in B the welfare of the oll industry of Venesuela than for
imerican independent eperntors.

The Mideontinent oil produelng States have been unable to
reconsile the request of the President's Conservetion Board te curtsil
end shut in Americsn oll production ahd at the same time permit daily
inoressing imports from foreign countries.

Our Tri-Stste Committees left Seturdey night from Austin, Texas,
for Washington to urge help and ald from the Administration through
Secretary Lemont. The committee will request the administretion te
back up the oil produeing states in en effort to save a grest natural
rescurce, and gne of the greatest industries of the netion,~~-gil.

Wow 1s the time the Pndernl/m and gooperste most
effectively.

The Hid-Continent oll producing stntes challenge the double
standard policy of any sdministrations that ehamplons protestion apd
high tariff, for the produsts of the Fastern and Atlantic sesboard

states and donles that same poliey and protection for the products

of the Middle Vest. Regardless of partisan polities, that plan no
longer will be tolerated by our people of this seeotion.

I hope the oil producing states will continue to demand more
oongern for the Americen eoil industry, including the millions of men
employed thereby, snd less for that of Veneszuela.

(Thurman H11), member of the Public Service Commission,
is & member of the Committes.)
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