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WHEREAS: WE, the representatives of all labor in the State of Kansas
called by the Honorable Governor for the direct purpose of discussing'
and formulating plans to devise ways and mesns of taking care of the
umemployment situation in our own state; and

We, hereby go on record as favoring a resolution requesting
the Honorable Fresident of the United Stutes, Herbert Hoover, to call
a conference of representatives of the United Mine Workers of America
and the co&l operators of the United States along with representatives
of the United States Government to settle the secute mining situation
that 1s confronting the seven hundred thousand miners and the four
million dependents; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this conference of all the represent-
atives of labor of the State of fAansas, along with the Honorable Gov-
ernor, “arry H, Woodring, go on record as favoring this resolution

thet we insist and demend that the Honorsble President, Herbery Hoéver
call such a conference to be held Immediately in Washington, D, C. bet-
ween representatives of the United Mine Workers of imerica ’Coal Oper=-
ators and representatives of the United States Govefnment. for the
direct purpose of outlining a progream of stabilization of'the coal
mining industry of this country; and

BE IT" FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Secretary be instructed to forward
8 copy of this resolution immediately to the Honorable FPresident
terbert Hoover. :
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Topeka, Kannaeg
Avgust 31, 1951

In response to an invitation issued by the Honorable Governor

of the State of Kaonsas, Harry H. Woodring, calling upon representatives of

Labor to participate in a meeting with him for the purpose of de
of meeting the unemployment situation now existant in our state,
proposal is submitted for the consideration of t Conference.
First: It is our or on that Kansas must not wait for a de-
finite constructive program to be outlined by the Federal Covernment; that
the condition in Kansas is too acute to speculate upon Federal action.

Second: That it is the position of the Kar s State Federation

of Labor and the representatives of other State labor orgenizations who are
co-signers of responsibility for the welfare of Ke

the State governmental authorities, and that
in vi of the nt uz sloyment conditions existing in the state, the

vernmental invoked to provide employment or charitable

history of economic

2Come rampant |

anized le 1as found that c destroys

charitable funds ] i ollected from those vho

pay them. refore, the provision of funds to furni employment for
zens who would otherwise suffer the wants that accompany unemployme

should be a state measure, provided for by an equitable plan of taxation,

and administercd by the chief executive or competent as

tion.

Tt is not intended that the burden of the tax be passed aleng %o

the lahoring people and the farmers, but that it be borne principally by

Capital and Industry who have cnjoyed large earnings for many years.
Thirs: We proposec the following for legislative action, by

spccial scssion at once.
A. That an
buted for relief work among the I
cour of the state, and to be spent wherever
pos for the employment of men during the winter

on public works.
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CONFERENCE ON UNEMPLOYMENT

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

AUGUST 31, 1 9 3 1.
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CONFEHENCE ON UNEMPLOYMENT

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, AUGUST 31, 1931,

Proceedings of the Conference on Unemployment, called by
Governor Woodring at his office 1n Topeks on August 31,1931,
at 3:00 P.M., at which the followlng representatives of
labor were present:

Omar B. Ketehum, Mayor of Topeka
Fred Palmer, Salina
Thomas Sinnott, Counecil Grove
M.M,Swope, Fort Scott
Ben Fox, Topeka
S.B.Weaver, Topeka
Abe Garrison, Arkansas City
B. L. Marchant, Wichita
G, B, Winston, Wichita
W. 8. Luengene, Topeka
Frank C, Darou, Hutchinson
John C. Hughes, Hutchinson
Jay M. Besore, Topeka
Guy Hammond, Wichita
Jenkins, Topeka
Ferm, Salina
Beard, Wichita
Sharshel, Topeka
nry Allel, Pittsburg
Ieslie V. Doud, Topeka
F. W. Reusch, Topeka
F.A,Warren, Topeka
H. Ellinger, Topeka
Jos., E, Hromek, Pittaburg
0, 0, Bruee, Topeka
W, B. Smith, Selina
E. T. Rafferty, Kansas City,
Mulford Gentry, Pittsburg
G. A, Sackett, Pittsburg
G.E.Blakely, Emporia
L. F, Burnett, Wichita
J.W.Arwood, Hutchinson
J.W.Edwards, Radley,
Herry W, Burr, Pittaburg
Jemes R, Tatham, Pittsburg
Wayne L, Riddle, Herington
Robt. H. Brentnall, Topeka
C.H.Taylor, Topeka
F.B.Van Gundy, Hutchinson
Joe Overby, Topeka
C. Green, Newton
Nathen G, Peck, Salina
W,P.Lambertson, Fairview
J.L.Elliott, Topeka
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Charlie Nuzum, Kansas City
Samuel Wilson, Mgr, State Chamber of Commercs
C.J.Beckman, Cormissioner of Labor

GOVERNOR WOODRING: It is hardly necessary for me to recise

| the purpose of this meeting., All of you have had letters,
. or the orgenizations you are representing have had letters,
about the purpose of the meeting. There is hardly eny time
for speeches, Briefly, I want to say that recognizing the
: uwnenployment situation in this economic depression, I folt
| that it was only fair to the state of Kansas, to labor, to
:l industry, that we meet for the purpose of discussing plans
for employment and temporary employment of as many of these
‘: unemployed as possible through the winter., I have no plan,
1; but I believed that the best way is simply to have an open
| forum of discussion by the leaders of labor and get their
suggestlons and their viewpoint, in order that it might
help direct the forses of government in Kanses and particu-
larly toward any plan or program that might be & help at
this time. It occurs to me that in a situation like this
we must not confuse an effort to ald temporary unemployment
with charity. There will be, posslbly in every community
;; this winter, the same as there has been in every year, there
| will be the mission for charity to handle Just the same as
| thers has been in every year. We must also not confusse &
plan or program which we try to work out in this situation
with any attempt, nor our meeting here today, to direct the
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| the officlals in govermnment to bring back prosperity, because
;' they em not do it, It can not be done by a governer or by,
perhaps, some of the other officlals of the nation. It seems
| to me like there is a happy m edium in between that we can
| consider, between charity,- most men that I have talked to
| who are out of employment do not want charity,- but there is
2 happy medium between charity and the impossibility of bring-
I ing back immediate prosperity of the nation that we can sccom-
! plish, working all of us together, and that is working out

& plan devising ways and means to alleviste as much as PoB=

2:: sible the unemployment, the temporary unemployment, I believe,

| through the sewere winter months when there might be suffere
| ing,

With that brief statement I think the meeting will
be open for discussion,for any plan or program anyons may
have at this time., I think this meeting comes at an opportume
;;! time, because there has been an unemployment meeting down
in Memphis, ecalled by Governor lurray, to which three rep-
resentatives went from Kansas, because the Governor asked me
i; to appoint three, and the federal government at this time is
considering a federal plen; and at the same time the state
| of Kansas has what 1s called a Governor's Unemployment Com-
mittes, appointed by my predecessor, of which Harry Darby of
| Kensas Gity; Eansas is ohaliman, shd T think FE started bt
| with & dozen or so members. I have asked them to mest,- they
have met twice recently,-to enlarge it so there will be a
j representative on that committee in each Kansas community of

' 5000 or over.
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Now this conference, I think, should be open to

discussion, for plans and suggestions that would probably

work or dovetaill into the work of that comittee already set
up, and help direct them, as they will get into work certain-
1y within the next few weeks on a definite plan to aid in
relieving unemployment.

I might ask the @ommissioner of Labor if he has

anything to say on the subject.,
MR, BECEMAN, Commissioner of Labor: The Memphis conference

was ettended in the afternoon by approximately 800 delegates

from sixteen states, comprising U.S.senators, atate senators,
U.3.congressmen, state logisiative representatives, snd gove
ernors and officials of all kinds and classes, HMany leaders
of industry, representatives of the American Federation

of Labor, and different state federations., They discussed
plans, speeches wers made, and the general opinion was that
something must be done, Possibly one hundred different
theories were advancsd, Governor Murray had two theories

or two he had in prastics in Oklahomaj; ons was one~half cent
additional tax on gasolins to develop farm and market roads,
and the other was that the state employses were contributing
10 per cent of thoir salardes toward the rslief fund. The
conference recommended to the U,S,govermment that all funds
that had been appropriated for any construection during the
period should bs released at once to help dut the situation
this winter. They also recommended that each state appoint
five representatives to meet during the month of September,

end the meeting will probably be in 8t. Louls. They recom=
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| mended that the governora appoint five from each state, and

| that these five choose a chairman and between now and the

time of the meeting that these five get together and work

I out some recamendation for that conference, so thsy mey

use what efforts they can to help put it into effect. They
went to the conference, everybody with different ideas, end

it was very difficult to get much done, but they went on

record for a five day week and a six hour day for federal

employees, also for highway employees. They supported the

| shorter work day and shorter work week, maintaining the pres-

| ent wage limlts, A good many constructive things were recom=-
mended along these lines that they did not have authority

| to put into effect, What we can do in Kanses is aifficult

:_5 for any one person to say. It is going to be very difficult

to de anything without funde avaeilable. How funds may best

be ralsed is an argumentative matter, Appropriations for

state and county governments have been appropr!.s.tod for dif=-
ferent things and ean not be diverted, How how they can raise
money is to be determined, I am convineced that befores the
winter is over more than popular subscriptions will be nseded

to relieve unemployment, I em thoroughly convinced of it.

The temperament of the unemployed 1is so far different than
it was lest winter, Last winter the unemployed were just
. golng into it and they made requests for assistance. The
.' temper now seems to be that they are demanding; they do not
seem to ask for anything any more, They are coming to the
frae of mind that it really is going to be serious, and they
are demanding that something be done, We have some marching
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in some ocitles, and there are posalbly more floaters, transient -j
laborers, moving through our state at this time than in years .
and years., Possibly the peak of any harveat season naver

saw more transient unemployed in Kensas on the trains snd
highways, Those folks, most of them, are going to be burdens
upon charitable organlzations, In that case it will put our
counties and cities in the red asttempting to take care of

their own, Fifty-three counties last year spent in Kensas :
ten hundred and eighty-eight thousmnd dollsrs, $906,000 and

$182,000, From the county poor funds alome they reported
$182,000 in the red from those countles, It is rather dis-
couraging, entering into a winter like this,

I hops that you representatives of labor at thils
conferance will try to determine on some concerted plan
for lmmediate relief. It will be nscessary to pro rate
the work, melte shorter work weeks, We may have to divide not
only the funds but some of our work, as 1t is = certalnty
that the industries of this state are golng to have to put
their shoulders to the wheel, and there 1s no doubt that
all revenuss of the state are golng to have to be used be-

fore the winter is over,

GOVERNOR WOODRING:; Mayor Ketchum, have you anything to say
on the Memphis conference?

MAYOR EKETCHUM: I think Mr, Beckman covered the text of the
confersnce et Memphis very thoroughly, although he mneglected
to say that the reason the five day week and the six hour
day for federal employees was brought up was in hope that
private industries would follow the lead., I rather epposed
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that argument, feeling that the public is skeptical and sus-
pleious of the fact that we have too many on the payroll now
and they are not doing enough to earn the money, and if you
divide merely federal and state employees there would be sus-
pleion. That is not right, but I agreed to the resolution
because it was done hoping that the federal .govermnent would
gset the paee for private industries. We can not relieve the
unemployment situation through govermmental sgencles alone,
and the resolution was designed with the hope that the gov-
ernment would set the pace for this particuler thing.

I gust have one thing more to say: I understand
the boys in this conference have had a conference to decide
on some things. We would be glad to hear from them,

One thing I want to eall to the attention of this
conference a moment, and that is what happened in the Memphils
conference, Do not permit this assembly here today to wander
off telling how bad conditions are and telling personal ex-
periences. That was the trouble in the Memphis conference,
and it almost wsed up the time, Very few suggestions were
offered. Today I think remarks should be confined to sug-

gestions end not to generalities as to how bad conditions are, |

E. L. BEARD:
Those who met with the labor representatives in

caucus yesterday and today formulated several suggestions.

We have that list of suggestions with us today, and Mr, Harry
Burr, who is secretary of the State Federation of Labor has
been selected as our spokesman to present these suggestions,

and if in order I would like for lir. Burr to present them
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at this time., We will then open the way for further discus-
sion,

GOVERNOR: I think that 1is all right.

MR, BURR; I might say in the way of explanation of the pro=-
posals we are sbout to submit that the representatives of
organized labor were serving in the capaclty of officials
or executives of state wide organizations in the meeting
last night, Later in the evening we met with other members
of organized labor who had been invited by the Governor to
participate in this confersnce. As Mayor Ketchum stated,

during these caucuses, as we may call them, many ideas were

advanced and many statements made as to conditions, and in

order to expedite proceedings in this conference.we wrote

were
up our proposals and they miXixhx submitted to representa-

tives of labor at a meeting at 2:00 o'clock today, and I
believe all of these representatives of labor, with the
possible exception of three who were invited by the Governor
to participate in this conference, were in attendance, and
these suggestions were unanimously adopted. So I may tell
you that so far as the members of organized labor are con-
cerned, we have been able to get together on our proposals.

Other than that action by the caucus there was a resolution

proposed by President Allsi of the lMine Workers' Union which
possibly deviates a little bit from your invitation; how-
ever, I believe that in view of the fact that it was accept-

ed by those present in the caucus it would probebly be well
to dispose of that first, se with your permission I will
read that resolution:
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RESOLUTION,

WHEREAS: We, the representatives of all labor in the state
of Kansas, ealled by the Honorable Governor for the direct
purpose of discussing and formulating plans to devise ways
and means of taking care of the unemployment situation in
our state; and

WHEREAS: We hereby go on record as favoring & resolution
requesting the Honorable President of the United States,
Herbert Hoover, to call a conference of representatives of
the United Mine Workers of America and the coanl operators
of the United States, along with ro: tatives of the
Unlted States Govermment, to settlo Lhs acute mining sit-
uation that is confronting the seven hundred thousand
miners and the four million dependents; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That tlis conference of all the
representatives of labor of the state of Kansas, along with
the Honorable Governer, Harry H, Woodring, go on record as
favering this resolution; that we insist and demsnd that

the Honorable Prssident, Herbert Hoover, call such a confer-
ence toc be held immediately in Washington, D.C. betwsen rep-
resentatives of the United Mine Workers of America, coal
operators, and representatives of the United States govern=
ment, for the direct purpese of outlining s program of
stabllization of the coal mining industry of this country;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the secretary be instructed
to forward a copy of this resolution immediately to the
Honorable President, Herbert Hoover,

GOVERNOR: Do you want to put the adoption of that as &
motion?

MR.BURR: We have already adopted it.

GOVERNOR: Is thers any objection to including this resolu=

tion as an expression of this conference? If no objection

we will eall it one of the resolutions adopted by thia cone

ference. (Yo ebjections).

MR, BURR: (Reading the proposals msde by the representatives
of labor).

"In response to &n invitation issusd by ths Honer-

able Governor of the State of Kansas, Harry H. Woodring, call- |

ing upon representatives of Lebor to participate in a meet-
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"ing with him for the purpose of devising ways and means of

meeting the unemployment situation now existent in our state,

the following proposal 1s submitted for the consideration
of the conference.

First: It is our opinlon that Kansas must not wait
for a definite constructive progream to be outlined by the
federal govermment; that the condition in Kansas is too acute
to speculate upon federal action.

Second: That is is ths position of the Kanses
State Federation of Labor and the representatives of other
labor organizations who are co-signers of this proposal
that the responsibility for the welfare of Kansas cltizens
rests primarily with the state govéernmental authorities,
and that in view of the present unemployment conditions ex-
isting in the state, the govermmental authorities must be
invoked to provide employment or charitable relief.

It is the history of economic depressions that
where suffering and want become rampent the result has ine-
vitably been one of three things: employment, charity, or
violence. Organized lasbor doss not and will not approve
of violence, and organized labor has found that charity de-
stroys the moral uprightness of the people. Also that in
the majority of instamces charitable funds are raised or
collected from those who can leamst afford to pay them.
Therefore, the provision of funds to furnish employment for
Kangas citizens who would otharwise suffer the wants that
accompany umemployment should be a state measure, provided
for by an equltable plan of taxation, administered by the
chisf executive or competent sssoclates of his selection.

It is not intended that the burden of the tax be
passed along to the laboring people and the farmers, but
that it be borns prineipally by capital and industry, who
have enjoyed large earnings for many years.

Third:; We propose the following for leglslative
action, by special sesszion at once:

Ae. That an adequate appropriation be mede to be
distributed for relief work smong the municipalities and
counties of the state, and to be spent wherever possible
for the employment of men during the winter on publie works,

B. This appropriation to be reised by increaslng
the present State Tax on gasoline from three to five cents
per gallon,

C, The creation of an emergency relief board of
three members, appointed by the Governor, to administer
the fund, thess members to be selected from present state
employees to serve without sdditional compensation.
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"p., A five day week end six hour day for men en-

| faged on staete and municipal public works without reduetion
| n £

he presant weekly stipend,

B, Authorizaetion of the issuance by cities and
counties of three-yesr bonds, the money raised to be spent
on the relief of the distress of persons who have lived
as citizens #n the state for at least two years,

F. In the event that the above proposals fail, that
the legislaturs authorize the lasuance of state seript; the
seript to be redeemed when funds from the sale of such bonds
are avallable.

Fourth: We further recommend that the state ad-
ministration and the Chief Executive, the Honorable Governor,
eall & conference of the representatives of labor and in-
dustry and the employers of xkmkm lebor of the state of Kansas
and insist that there be no further reductions in forces of
their employees and that they put into effeet the five day
week snd six hour day, without reduetions in the weekly wage,
Also, that extension work on the part of publie utilities,
the general overhauling and repairing of equipment, and auch
other profitable made work as could be prefermed, be suggested
az @ program for immediate inaugurstion,

In conelusion it is needless to point out to this
conference the humiliation end the suffering that will exist
during the coming winter unless someé poaitive action 1s teken
by those in authorlty to meet it.

Respectfully submitted,

F.W.Rausch, Representing the Painters, Topeks
Joe Overby, representing the Barbers, Topeka
. 8.B,Weaver, President State Carpsnters, Topeksa
C.J.Beckman, State Labor Commissioner
E. L. Beard, Chn, Legislative Comm,, B.of L.F.& E.,
Wichita
Ben Fox, Topeka
Ieslie V. Doud, The Labbr Weekly, Topeka
James Tatham, Pittsburg
M., Gentry, Pittsburg
Themas Sinnott, Council Grove
Abe Gerrison, Arkansas City
C,H.Taylor, Topeka
W. L, Riddle, Herington
Fred Palmer, Salina
G. A, Sackett, Pittsburg
¢.E,Blakely, Emporia

MR. BURR; This wag approved by all members of the conference

appointed by the Governor with the possble exception of thres. .

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310117 ~ Page 54/823
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory e

SOCIETY
Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 25

I know of nothing further at this time other than the sub=-
mitting of this proposal,

Mr, C. Green, representing the order of telegraphers
of the A.T.%& S.F.Rallway Company, asked at this
time to have his signature included on this reso-
lution,

Mr. Rudolph Sharshal, Parsons, one of the repre-
sentatives to the Memphis Conference, ecsked to
have his name attached to the resolut';ion.

Mr, L. F, Burnett, Wichita, stated that he was
unable to attend the pevioua conference and wished
to have hls signature atteched %o the resolution.

Mr, M. G. Peck, Salina, 2180 asked to have his
neme attached to the resolution,

GOVERNOR: This is goling to take some time to consider and
I think the eventual action should be to refer it to the
Governor's Conference for final decision, I think we
ghould talk it over here and see how you arrived at these
conciusions, It might be helpful to everybody.

MR, BEARD: I might say that in forming thess suggestions

wé were resting under the delusion that you might have

soms plen, and I think the suggestion is a good one that

w3 might handle it paragraph by paragraph, or something
elong that line, We are more or less at sea because we

imagined that you perhaps had something that emanated

from the Memphis convention and that you hed a conerete
plan,

GOVERNOR: Thers didn't much come out of the lMemphis confer-
ance,

MR, BEARD: I might say, Governor, that 1s the consensus

of opirnion that we want to be failr, We want to cooperate
with you in every manner possible to alleviate suffering

and bring the most good to the people of Kansas, and we

want to bs broad and fair asbout everything you have to
sugzest that would make for the bensfit of all, That is

what ws want to talk sbout, ILet us get down and talk about
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this thing we want to do for our psople and forget about gensr- |
alities. ‘
GOVERNOR: That is the idea of the meeting.

MAYOR KETCHUM: I gather from this resolution, while I didn't
know it in full I had some inkling of it and what it econ-
tained, and it seems to me that the opinlon of those gathered
here today is that very little can be done unless a speeial
xession of the legislature 1s convened. It seems like the
majority of the action hinges on this resclution, I wonder

if anyone has any other suggestions, in this group, for some
solution or remedy without the necessity of that,

GOVERNOR: A special session of the legislature couldn't

do the thing you want domne, 1t couldn't raise the gasoline

tax from three to five cents end use the money for that pur-
pose, bacause 1t takes an amendment to the constitution to
change the expenditure of gasoline funds, Chapter 4, when

this lew was passed relating to motor wehicle and motor fuel

taxation, goes on to say that there is= submitted to the electors

of the state of Kansas an smendment to Artiocle 11 of the
constitution of the state of Kanaas, by adding a new sectlon
thereto, Sec. 9:

%86, 9, The state shall have power to levy speclal
taxes, for road and highway purposes, on
motor vehicles and on motor fuels,”

I think the gesoline tax, under this special amend-

ment, is limited to use for highway purposes.
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MAYOR EETCHUM: Then we get right back to what I sald, I be=-
lieve thet it was the opinion of those who drew that resolu-
tion that this money could be used on, perhaps, a farm to
market road system, such as the Governor of Oklahoma is work-
ing out, Would it be possible under thet particular clause
to include road faeilities in Kansas?

GOVERNOR; Well, that might be, yes; just for road build-
ing purposes.

MAYOR KETCHUM: It of course would employ hundreds of men
on a large scale,

GOVERNOR: Then you have a controversial oplnion in Kansas,
I need not remind you that in several counties, posslbly

s half dozen recently,they are having tax payers' league

meetings in which the controversial opinion is prevail-
ing, and that is that you must decrease the taxes, and
that of course inecludes gdsoline texes, You have that pub-
lie sentiment , which is controversial to the inecreasing
pf eny taxes.

MR. BURR: I might sey that in the opinion of those par-
ticipating in our caucus it seemed to be unanimous that
representatives of labor were very faverable to the income

tex plan. However, as that requires a constitutional amend-

ment and was up bsfore the last legislature, I belleve, and

would be submitted at the next gemeral election, it wouldn't
under any conditions be available at this time, and we felt
that this rosd work and this two cents per gallon was prob-
ably the most fair way of creating this fand, Just as to
how it should be used we have left a wide latitude by sug-
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gesting & board of administration through the chlef execu=-
tive to work out ways and means of expenditure,

GOVERNOR: Just a minute right there: Even though it were
raised from three to five cents I think it would have to

be hendled in the same way that all legislative expenditures
are maede, and that would be through the highway department.
MR, BURR: I couldn't say, but we seemed to feel that our
problem is aerriving at some way of ereating a fund; regard-
less of how we might feel in our desire to employ men we
can't do it without funds,

MR, PAIMER: We know this tax would reduce the property tax,

In Saline County we pald $20,000 out of the city taxes. If

we could use this two cents of gasoline tax 1t wduld relieve
the property tax,

GOVERNOR; I don't belisve 1t would. I think you are go-
ing to have to spend that end perhaps this smount besides
that.

MR, W, L., RIDDIE:

Governor, this instrument is the result of a mm-
ber of different propositions brought before this caucus.
It seemed to me like the only way anything could be done
is through the raising of funds, Now I had a proposition
to eall the legislature, I didn't state that, but thot is
the only way it could be done, to permit munieipalities
and loedlities to raise funds in order to start needed im-
provements right now, and as I understand it, the only way
this cen be done is through an enabling act of the legis-
lature. Am I right on that?
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GOVERNOR: I think so, You meant to vote bonds?

MR, RIDDIE: Yes, I was under the impression emergency bonds
could be issued without an act of the legislature,
GOVERNOR:; I don't believe they could be, ecould they?

MR. BECKMAN: The law says, providing you ¢m show an emer=
geney. They are undecided whether an emergeney from the
labor stendpoint would apply under the law,

MR, RIDDIE: I can't see how we are going to relieve a con-
dition which is so large umless some big action is taken
to start this thing, and to get the funds together that are
going to be nscessary to alleviate the suffering that 1s
bound to come this winter, If it can't be done through a
gasoline tax,-snd I think many cities would be willing to
do that if in a position to do it, because they kmow it

is either that or the regular tax money must be wused.
GOVERNOR: I have an open mind on it.

MR, RIDDLE; I em just offering this suggestion in line

with our resolution.

GOVERNOR; Thers are about 10,000 people in the highway
department being given employment, that is, contractors
and 2ll the work being done.

MR, RIDDLE: Are they our own cltizens?

GOVERNOR: No, a lot of them are not, But even though 1%
were incressed that factor couldn't be corrected in so far
g8 the fedsral govermment participates. I took that up with
the highway depertment, asking them if it would be possible
to restrict contractors to the employment of Kansas labor,
and they took it up with the Bureau of Highways 1n Washing=
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' ton, and the ruling is that the federal govermment will not

| permit a restriction of that kind from one state to another,
,l because If you say to a contractor that he can only hire
Kensas lebor, they hold that the contract price might be
higher than it would othsrwlse be, and they wouldn't pare
tieipate unless the contract is given to the Jowest bidder,
and the contractor has his own poliey on that, But you em
see why the govermnment wouldr'f do that, They can!t make
a restriction between Kansas and Missouri labor,
MR, BURR3 Doean't the state let the contracta?
GOVERNOR: Yes, but the federal government pays half of 1%,
MR, BURR; Make it so disagreesble for this contractor that
he eouldn't get the contract,
GOVERNOR: How could you do that? What if the othsr man
bid higher on the Job? Your hands are tled; even though
you were in charge of it and wanted to de it, your hands
are tied, This is not a Ksnsas problem, It is all over
the nation. What I was going to sgr is that these men
are working largely under the emergency appropriation
made by congress available last September, Now shouldn't
this conference pass a resolution memorializing the Sec-

retary of Agriculture, who is st the head of highways,and

the President, perhaps,-but not necessarily the President,-
to petition congress in its first week or two to agaln
reappropriate an emergency appropriation for federal high=-
ways availsble immediately in December? That way Kansas

would get emother two million one hundred and ninety and
some odd thousand dollars, as it did last year, and there
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