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directly to these local commmnities, there arlses no need of new surveys or additional
administrative staffs and every dollar goes directly to relief. Under a local plan,

it would be possible to arrange not only college games but high school games, and it

would appear that a fund far in excess of that from a few college games would be

secured.
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ANSWER TO LABOR FROFOSAL

The proposal of organized labor in iansas for meeting the present unemploy-
ment situation has received thoughtful consideration by the members of tae
executive committee of the Lovernor's Committee for BEuployment, :

By the suggestions contained in its proposal organized labor in ..ansas has
jndicated its sincere desire to actively support the state-wide movement for
enployment which can be successful only insofar as it secures the full endorse-

t.of individual citizens and representative organizations throughout the
States The executive committee, inconsidering the proposal submitted by taic
Labor Leaders of Kansas, is impressed with the sincerity that prompted its
freming and desire to commend all who had an active part in the deliberations
which preceded iis adoption.

The executive committee agrees with organized }Jabor that the people of

v
Kansas should not wait for a Federal program of unemployment relief. To do so

would be contrary to the best traditions of local independence as well as in
direct opposition to the guiding principles of orgenized labor., The unified
progrem for a state-widc drive for employment se¢t forth by the Governor's
Committec is ome that all who are interested in solving our unfortunate situa-
tion can support and should, therefore, have the specific endorsement of the
labor organizations in Kansas,

The task of assuring an orderly development of the policies set forth by
the yovernor's Committeec is one in which every law-abiding citizen of nansas
may readily join. Through the local community orgenizations, this localized
plan of astion is the legical reply to the present unemployment situation,

The members of the Governor's Committec are anxious to drive home the necessity
of organizing for the employment program in each Kensas community, In this
respect the active cooperation of organized labor can do much to make the
employment program effective,

The Governor's Committee and tho local committees organized under its
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supurvision arc EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEES devotod to the specific purposc of devising
ways amd moans of scouring omployment for Kansas citizense This committec is not a
charitable organization although in cascs of absolute necessity the committee will
cooperate fully with chari table orgemizations in alleviating sufforing and distress.

The Committec belicves that the responsibility for providing work for Kansas
labor rests primerily with tho people of .ansas. It is opposed to the placemcni
of this rosponsibility upon tho Stato as such action is onc step nearecr to
ing tho workingmen an object of charity. From the point of view of Amorican or=
ganized labor, oven tho suggostion of a semi=dole system is absolutely untonablc.
The whole of tho proposed progrem is to provide cmployment for honost, scli-
respecting citizenc.

Reductions in governmontal oxpenditure are taking place all over the couniry,
The specific proposals for legislative action as outlined in the third section of
the labor proposal likely would encounter dotermined cpposition from many quartcrse
AS rogards tho proposal that en adcquatc appropriation be made for tho creation of
relicf work (Froposal A), it is the opinion of the executive commitiee that the
individual communitics, through voluntary contributions, will provide more gen=
erous funds than will appeals to the Legislaturc at the prosent timc. The
Governor's Committoo has previously gone on record as favoring the construction
of public works alrcady planncd or for wihich funds arc now available,

Regarding the proposal to securc addilional funds by increasing the prescnt
zasoline tax from throe cents to five cents per gallon (Froposal B)e The Govern=
or's Committos, after consultation with recognized oxports in this field, has
reached the conclusion that such a procedurs would operate to roducc the total

rovenue derived from this source and would, thercfore, tend to defeat the attain=

ment of tho objective desired. Norcover, the gasoline tax is elrcady 'oarmarked'

for highway construction and the rcceipts devotod to this work are matched dollar

for dollar by appropriations from the Federal trecasury. Any alteration in thoc
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utilization of the receipts from the gasoline tax would deprive the State of
Kansas of Federal assistance which obviously materially increases the total money
available for the provision of employment within the Gtate. ©Oince the Highway
Commission, after considcrable aifficulty, has recently secured from the Federal
Government permission te centrol the awarding of contracts so that expenditures
will be used in employing Kansas labor, it would scem the part of wisdom to
allow any funds so derived to be used as at present.

The function suggested in the proposal for the creation of an emergency
relief board (Proposal €) is provided for in the Committee's preogram by the or=
ganization of local committees under the supervision of the Governor's Committcoe.

The proposal to institute a five day weok and & six hour day on municipal
and state work (Froposal D) would necessarily curtail the prosecuticn of public

work. Additional funds to provent such curteailment would not readily be provided

by public authority in the light of present conditions. "-.,]:n effect this propesal

would entail a wage increase which would doubtless alicnate the sympathy and
support of a large group of employers who are now actively cooperating in the
efforts of the Governor's Committec to maintain wages at the highest possible

levols,

The authorization of the issuance of three year bonds (Proposal E) in case
of failure of the above proposals, or the alternative of State serip (Froposal F),
are not necessary to accomplish the purpose intended. The County Commissioners
under Section 39-304, Revised statutes of sansas, 1923, are already duty bound to
properly provide for the relief of distressed persons resident within their coun=-
ties,.

The active support and cooperation of organized labor in Kansas is requested
in bringing about an equitable distribution of employment throughout the duration
of this period of emergency. Such an attitude will do much to eliminate any
unrest and will go far toward lightening the inevitable necessity for some dis=

Pensation of charity.
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The executive committcec recognizes that the issues here set forth may be
susceptible to honest difforences of opinion. It desires a full and a frank

consideration of each issue for the purpose of arriving at the most expedicnt

and practicable solution of the unemployment problen. t welcomes honest

suggestions as it is only by thoughtful consideration of all such that a work-

able program of employment for Keansas will be evolved.
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA \

\

February 18, 1932

Homorable Asa Messenger
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear lr. Messenger:

I spoke to the Governor about the charity
basketball game and told him what your people in
Pittsburg were willing to do in the w king
care of expenses of the University of Kansas tesm
et ete., providing that it would consent tc play
the game either before or after the regular schedule.
He sugzested that I ask you to write him a letter
stating just what you would do and the benefit you
believe would accrue from such a game, so that would
give him a new basis from which to work with the
director of athletics at the State Universitye.

Very truly yours

Frank E, Mciullan
Secretary to the Governor
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M. G. JOHANSON... Secy.-Manager
J. W. MAXWELL. Financial Advisor

Established Feb., 1921
Saves lives, cheats Death

Iv's a beacon light during the dack days of
paverty

Always giving the NEEDY a chance.
Endorsed by every force for good.

Member of Council of Charities
Life's Journey

Life is like a journey, taken on a train,
Wih & paic af travelers ar sach window

Lot at beside you all the journey through,
Or I may sit elsewhere, never knowing you.
But x{ Em should mark me to sit by your

L-u hl pleasant teavelers; it's so short
ride.

Life
Milk in the cooler and bread on the shelf,
‘And shoes for pattering feet;

A roof made secure over dear ||t'|a heads,
And women kept off of the street;

Blankets at night when winds blow cold,
And a fire kept going w

The doctor and nurse and hspml bill,
And shelter in time of storm.

Kiddies in school and the mﬂut at home,
And not in a factor

A [nhall love projected for years,

woice from Erernity's ..

A mn in the night of the widow's grief—
The key to the college gate—

Conguerer of Warry, Want and Crime—
Great-powered Maker of Fate.

Ease for the aged, and self-respect,
Suecess-making habics for all,

The thing that is right for every man,
The answer to Duty's call;

Builder of character in ways of Thrife,
Conserver of human werth,

A tozch shining bright on the Mountains of

Eor the fear-driven children of earth.
—Authors and Pablications Unibsown.

For Every Day
A Christmas Thought

A little boy was playing in the snow
Wi ¢ lads. He looked 30 pale and thin
I theught |l! must be ill. And so drew near

nd saw him, brave with smiling eyes, look

ups
And give me back a manly, "How are nn"'
Buc he was dresced in rags and aut of one
n shee were pushed two cold, red
taes.

In the gray dawn along, the icy street

A slender girl was hurrying to her work.
A ewisted foot upheld one poor, thin leg
And she was thinly clad and pitifal.

Will Christmas be a happy time '\:: these?
I wonder. And 1 feel that even (

Will thank the Heava' above ﬂ’\l joy
Of life and love in this dear »mrLd of ours.

But what 3 pity that these things should be,
And what a blessing that the work we do
Helps every day the whale year through
To being the world more happiness and
cheer.
—B. N. Mills.

What's the use of doing 2 kindness if you
o it too late?

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

& And shall T keep giving again, and again?
-~ , no, said the angel; his glance psrced

Juse "give Gl the Mustic sope piving ta roa
[
The Millionair Clab, Inc.
(The Welfare Worker)
412 Man StREET ELiot 6026

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON Mareh 7th, 1932

Herry H Woodring,

Topeks ,Knnsss

Dear Governor:

PROBLIM OF UNEMPLOYMENT
R Em—m—

DOLS IIOT salfeet those who are now

SO0LVED

40104

the following
employed.

outline,

The plan suggested below,deals exclusively with the JOBLESS

A speaifie example will illustrate the solution.
Let's say that

w4.00 per day,
choose from,each

Mr.A. needs another employee st & wage of
and let's say that he has 1,000 workers to
one equally competent.

If now Mr.A. employs ONE ORKER on full time ,there are yet
999 out of work. But, if Mr.iA. employs TWO .L,"
HALF 1IME,dividing thr pay into two equsl part
main but 998 out of work. But HAS STARTED SOMETHING.

Mr. A.
how then, i1f ir.B. and Mr.C. sand the rest of the IMPLOYRRS
"GO THOU AND DO LIKEWISE", vou cen readily see that in a
not so0 little while ,all the jobless would be working and
spending,stimulsting business,creating prosperity. 1The
thought thrills.

Is it better
TIME,rather

Is "A half of a loef ,better than no loaf"9
to have the JOBLESS of the nation on HALF
than on BREAD-LINES. ZEspeeislly where th
plished,not with higher wages,but with MOE

If employers would sccept this idea end put it into prac-
tise generally,normal times would soon return,everyone
would be "baeck on the job",and with work comes that joy
of spending,followed by ever increasing happiness.,

What do you say% Shall we try it? Msy I hear from you?t

TER
CLUB, INC
AT 1T, E » WH

M G JOHANSON,MAN.

THE MITLIONAT
412 MAIN ST.,S
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STATE OF KANSAS

A. MESSENGER
AEPAESCNTATIVE TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT
PITTSBURG. KANSAS

TOPEKA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1§

3
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A. MESSENGER

EPRESENTATIVE TWENTY-FIRST
PITTSBURG. KANSAS
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HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310117 ~ Page 399/823
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 25

Postal Telegrapb

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

Commuereial il (merica
Cables

Radio

K8 102 M. 2 EXTRA GET ANSWER=BE NEWYORK NY 8

HARRY H WOODRING=
GOVERNOR TOPEKA KANS=

AS YOU MAY KNOW THE CAMPAIGN SPONSORED BY AMERICAN LEGION AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF LABOR AND ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL ADVERTISERS WILL
6PEN EIGHT OCLOCK MONDAY MORNING FEBRUARY FIFTEEN PURPOSE BEING FIND
EVPLOYMENT FOR SOME OF THE MILLIONS NOW UNEMPLOYED STOP PRESIDENT

HOOVER HAS GENEROUSLY CALLED UPON ALL FORWARD LOOKING
ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT THIS NATIONAL CAMPAIGN STOP WILL YOU WIRE

US BILTMORE HOTEL WORD OF YOUR SUPPORT SAYING YOUR STATE GOVERNMENT

WILL SUPPORT OUR LOCAL COMMITTEES SECURE WORK FOR CITIZENS OF YOUR
OWN COMMONWEALTH AND (fF_ER!NG ALL COOPERATIVE THIS MOVEMENT FOR SELF
HELP AND RETURN TO WAGE EARNING AND NORMAL BUYING CONDITIONS=

CARL BYOIR DIRECTOR OF ORGANIZATION
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