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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 15, 1931

Mr. O. A. Nordlund
Lindsborg, Kansas

Dear Hr. Nordlund:

I have your letter of September 13,
relative to the situation among wheat farmers
of Kgnsas,

It is a matter which has given me much
concern and to which I have devoted & lot of study.
Up to the present time I have been unable to find
any solutlion of the problem, except that it must
come through Federal legislation. It 1s true that
Governor Murray, with the cooperation of other oil
state executivesa, haa succeeded in obtaining a
reise in the price of oll, though that fight has
not yet beon won by any means.

However, 1t 1s quite different to control
the price of farm or factory products through
govermmental agencies. There is no law by which
the government can contreol individual sales. As
a matter of fect we stretched & point when we
attempted to control tre production of oll at its
sSource. The Kansas law and the Oklahoma law differ
considerably in that respect.

As the Governor of the leading wheat pro-
ducing state of the union I am much concerned over
the present situation. I reallize, as does everyone
else, that the prosperity of Kensas 1is almost wholly
dependent upon the prosperity of its agricultural
industry. As long as farmers are forced to produce
wheat and other products at a loss Egnsas cannot
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

#2
My +0 oA JNordlund

expect the return of good times.

I belleve there is some way this matter
can be worked out but 1t seems to me that it must
come from the Federal Government, or atleast through
the closest possible cooperatlion of the wheat pro-
ducling stetes and of the farmers themselves. For
Kanses to esdopt & measure which would shut off sales
would avail nothing if the other agricultural states
did not do likewise.

I thank you sincerely for your letter and
for the information contalned therein. I, also, will
welcome any constructive suggestions as to how it is
possible to establish wheat prices. I am ready and
w1lling to do anything posaible to bring about an
end to the present sltuation,

¥Wiith kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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Lindsborg,
Jeptember i3

Gev. Harry Weodring,
Topeka, Kans.

Henerable Governor ;-

If the wheat is the foundation basis of all market quotatiens,
then prosperity can not be gained by ignering the basic value,

Now that Geverner lurray has started a crusade for better oil
prices, Governer Leng taken hold ef the cotton industry, lLowa

is arranging for a set price en cern, den't yeu think it is due
time for Kasnsas te go shead abeout the wheat prices as Kansas

ig the largest wheat raising state in the Unien; the wheat sheuld
be §1.00 per bushel new which would net effect the fleur and
bresd prices much to still be the cheapest part ef our living.

Every person eating bresd knews that each slice the Farmer,er
rather the wheat grower, is paying for part ef the slice of bread,
as he furnishes the wheat to make the fleour st belew cost of
preductien:; snd then to burden him with the difficulty of

helding the crop to force better prices is a metter of injustice.

1 have traveled the past 18 yesrs for the Davis Coffee Heuse,
dealing direct with the rursl people and conditiens are very
gerious, se I appeal te yeur excellency for establised wheat
prices new before teoe much wheat gets eut of the hands of
the Farmer.

The gentiment in five ceunties where I travel seems te be
that the Fermer can't hold the wheat much lenger.

Thanking you for prempt attentien te this letter, I am,

Respectfully,

ey '
« »

0. A.Nordlund.
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 17, 1931

Mr. John H. Mayhew
Trousdele
Kansas

Dear Mr. Mayhew:

I thank you most sincerely for your letter
of September 2 which I have read with more than usual
interest. It offers a suggestion which is worthy of
further consideration.

I feel that no plan which may be put over
by one or a few States is sufficient to take care of
this matter. It must be worked out nationally or else

those States which limit their production will suffer
thereby to the mdventage of their neighbors.

HNevertheless, your suggestion offers much
food for thought and is something that might be worked
out in a nation wide campaign., There is no gquestion
but that before we can have sny permsnent prosperity
the egricultural industry must be put on a paying
basis. There also is no guestion but that it will teke
the enrnest thought of all of us, both private indivi-
duals end public officials, For that reason I am
thankful to have your suggestions and those of any others
who really are concerned about the situatiom.

With kindest persomnal regards, I am

Yery truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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- A MODEL
PLATFORM

FOR A

DEMOCRACY

THOMAS H. MAX™ L LL

WOODBANK PLANTATION
(Established by the original Thomas

Maxwell in 1840.)
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A MODEL PLATFORM FOR A
DEMOCRACY

A profound silence on the adcom-
Sighteenth or Prohibition
it, éxcept to extend prac

ticable control of the alcohol and nar-

cotic problems

No tinkering with the tariff except to

e produced from United States’

il and industry
The rai f xes on large in
comes, inheritances, bonuses, excess

the Coast to t
i Coast, 1 vl within
Unitad ¢ Federal
North-South Highway over the Wil
son Dam, north to the Great Lake
Region, and south to the Gulf of
wing a true Meridian,
v be; of a North-§
teral through each State tray
by the Coast to Coast Hig
along a true Meridian Line s
the women of the American
\uxiliary, of the State
ndship for all nations, entangling
alliances with none; no treati
would tend to reduce our
sovereignty or jurisdiction within our
own houndaries, or to impair t

: Doctrine,
teract the present money
v the apposite policy of “in-

, to the end that our trade

may smoothly course with
pneumatic comfort
The Federal Reserve System—which
makes money plentiful in good times
i

it status of §f to not le
$100.00, the purpose

copper,

ae insurance to
. civil and mili-

compensation to
and bond own-
end that our peoaple might

1sportation .

1at will make f

happiness—without the of
paying dividends on watered stock
Federal operation of all Federal con
structed navigation and power
plants, furnishing power at not over
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two cents per K.W.H. to homes and
industries,
Giving to the Federal Farm I.’.smnl
power to fix pr of farm products
by means of the dehenturd or equali-
zation system, or otherwi
our army and navy
all able-bodied men
into industry, when
decent w
> happ,
Scouts officers
at

state «
T'he
Ni

te

wal by the
neer C
The completion of the Alaska-Pata-
2 International

agreement with

American g

I'o exter 1 aviation in

e for De

barriers, R I Government
must work nec 3 de-
quate wl control in @ tricts
drained b

19. No fore

Addres 3 2mocracy and all
modern-pre sives in the United States
and in our overseas territories.

Sincerely,

THOMAS H. MAXWELL.
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 17, 1931

Vre. F. E« Doyle
238 Avenue C East
Kingman, Kansas

Dear Mr. Doyle:

5

I have your letter of recent date which
I have read with a great deal of interest, I am
inclined to favor your suggestion, but the question
probably would be to get the Farm Board to take
hesd of such & proposal.

Contrary to your suggestion that I might
not be interested in the figures you submit, I found
them exceedingly interesting, end more then that I em
filing your letter for reference at such a time as
we may later have a conference with regard to the
present situation. I feel there is information in
it that will be worthy of further consideration,

I agree with you that the low prices that
farmers are receiving for their products are not in
keeping with prices demanded for the finished pro=-
duets. I also am convinced that this is a condition
whith makes our taxes doubly hard to pay. While ihere
is no question but that there has been much waste and
much extravagance during the past few years, there
would be eonsiderable less talk of high taxes if the
farmers of Kansas were able to get a reasonable return
for their labor snd investment, As the Chief Executive
of the leading wheat producing state of the Union, I am
much concerned over this and I am interested in any
constructive suggestion which may temd to a solutiom
of the problem so vital to our well being,

I thank you sincerely for your letter and
for your interest which I am sure prompted your taking
the trouble to write me so fully.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodrihg
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Cole’s ‘
9rocer1e§ Mark et Meats

Fancy Fruits and Vegetables

Kansas Best Flour

Try a sack of home milled flour

4 8 Every Sack unconditionally Guaranteed 8 9 !
1b. Bag C
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNCR
TOPEKA

September 17, 1931

Mre. Ce iAe Viard, Prosident

Farmors' Dducational and Co-Operative Union of America
Kansas Division

Salina, Eansas

Dear Mr, Vard:

I have your letter of September 16 and am inclos-

ing a single column mat in complisnce with your request.

If you should need a doudble column mat, I shall
be glad to furnish it,
With contimued good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 17, 1931

Mr, Matt Guilfoyle
Abilene, Kansas

Dear Matt:

Replying to your letter of September 4
which has interested me more than I ean tell you,
permit me to say that no one is more convinced than
I that the price of wheat is the resl cesuse of
unrest in our State. If the farmers were receiving
for their products the price that would yield a
reasonable profit, we would hear comperatively little
about high texes and other things of that nature,

It is true that Covernor Murray is getting
a lot of favorable comment for his aetion in establishe
ing martial law in the oil fields. That is more
popular in such times as this than when things are
nommal, I em convinced there will be = reaction and
that his military shut down will be defeated smd
possibly will react against him., While we have gone
the limit under our laws to ccoperate with him, there
are certain aspects to a shut down which are playing
direotly intc the hands of the bigz companies and to
the detriment of our own independent Kensas refineries.
As Tar as we are concerned, we have tried to keep in
mind at all times not only the producers byt alsc the
independent refineries and the ultimate consumers
as well as the farmera who own the land,.

With regard to your plan to prohibit all
sales and transportation of wheat within the State
until the market jrice at some central point reaches
a figure that will pay a reasonable profit, let me
say it is sinilar to suggestions I have received from
many people, I have given it much thought im the hope
that it could be developed satisfactorily. However,
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I have yet to find one who can suggest a way in which
the plan may be administered or any law under which
it could be done. Then too, we must take into con=-
sideration the fact that Kansas alome surrounded by
other agricultural states hardly csn expect to control
the price of ite products. Much as I would like to
do everything possible to help out in this situation,
I am not convinced that such a plen would be soumd,

I am pretty sure also that the rfirst ones to complain,
if we could and should prohibit sales, would be those
farmers who might want to sell before the price
reached that point to which it would be pegged.

I certainly think, Matt, that it is not
20 much a question of over-production as it is under-
consunmption, and that there are emough people to take
care of the surplus if means can be found by which
they ean get employment end thus have their purchesing
power returned to them.

I thank you for your suggestion and went
to assure you that I am elways glmd to hear from you.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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Hon,” Harry Woodring,
Governor of Kansas,

~ Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Governor:

I wanted to write you regarding the prinecipal
topics of conversation that I hear on the streets
these days.

Governor Murray of Oklahoma is getting a lot
of favorable comment for his determined action in

/
A establishing martial law in the oil fields. The

results have been so beneficial, that there is a lot

of comment that martial law should be declared on
k&_whest and that as Kansas is the largest wheat state,

that you are the one who shoula do it, Nost people

4L~ﬂf%§9m to believe it would be as easy to stop the sale
|4

transportation of wheat as it was to stop the

L LA 8
3. have listened to a number of discussions upon
the subject and some of the advocates haa rather
complete plans, The plan includes prohibiting all
sales and transportation of wheat within the state
until the market price at some central point reaches
seventy-five cents or a dollar a bushel, then that
/no person or corporation be permittea to sell over
lone thousand bushels of wheat and these sales con-
|[ditioned that not less than the minimum price be
jpaid. When all those who wish to sell the first
| thousand bushels have done so, then that an order
| be made permitting them to sell the next thousand
bushels, ete, By this method, the ordinary farmer
| will soon be able to dispose of all the wheat he
cares to sell and the surplus, if any, at the end
of the year would be confined to the handse of those
few who persist in raising thousands and thousands
of bushels.

rﬁ f,fzié¥FGUCti°n of oil,

I realize the difficulties of your position

but the conditions in this wheat country are so bad

that nothing could be done that would hurt matters.

Any effect at all would be improvement. Also, the
| most of the people,who I have heard discuss it, believe
| that the Governorsof Oklshoma and Nebraska would join
~\ with you in a program of this kind which would control

enough wheat to insure success.

If there is surplus enough in the large terminals
outside the state, it might be that our farmers would
not be able to sell more than one-half of their wheat,

but selling one-half at double the price would be better

than selling all of it at one-half the price. _
s . BB Sincerely yours, C;ékié“?
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 18, 1931

lir. M. S. Winder, Executive Secrotary
American Farm Bureau Federation

68 East Washington Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Hr. Winder:

Replying to your le!ter of September
17, permit me Lo say 1t is a pleasure to comply
with your request for more information relative
to ¥r, Andrew Shearer, who has been nominated
for the 1931 American Farm Bureau Federation
distinguished service award, I feel that this
honor is due lir. Shearer because he has given
& life time of service to the up-building of
agriculture and sgricultural interests, both
as an individual end through organized effort.
He has done this with no thought of personal
reward but through a sincere desire to help
othera. 1In this service he has contributed
probably more than any other one man in Kansas
to the general welfare of the Kanses farmer.

Both as a publiec speaker and as a
writer for daily papers and farm publications,
he has alwgys stood in the forefront as an advo=-
cate of whatever he decmed best for the indmstry
to which he has devoted a long and honoreble
career. Withal he has been solid, sane and
substantial regardless of the situatiomn which
the country might be facing at the time and
his advice, which frequently has been sought,
has been sound at all times.,

While I feel that this award would
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be an honor for Mr. Shearer and appreciated
more than anything else that could come to him
at his time of 1life, I am equally sure he would
iuinor even more the jury of award which selected
1im.

With best wishes, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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GENERAL OFFICES IVE DEPARTMENT

AMERICAN

FAR FEDERATION

TeLepnone DEarmons 1633 CHICAGO, I1L.L.. Sept. 17, 1931

Honorable H. H. Woodring,
Governor of the State of Kansas,
Topeka, Kansas

My dear Governors:

Mr, Ralph Snyder of Manhattan, Kansas, has presented
in nominstion for the 1931 American Farm Bureau Federation
distinguished service award the name of Andrew Shearer. He has
given us your name as one from whom additional data concerning
Mr. Shearer can be obtained.

The purpose of the distinguished service award is set
forth in the enclosed circular. In the light of this information,
will you give us a confidential and frank statement concerning
this nomination? Whet is your knowledge and estimate of Mr. Shearer?

Please give us as fully as possible such information as
will be necessary for our jury of award to arrive at a conclusion
as to whether or not this outstanding 1931 distinction should go
to Mr. Shearer.

Sincerely yours,
AMERTCAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

i Y/ — = .
/?223 /{5./ C,/ﬁ////;f.,j/ﬁ_.ff“6£,; ;

M. S. Winder - Executive Secretary
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GENERAL ®FFICES
58 E. WASHINGTON ST,
CHICAGO, ILL.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
MUNSEY BUILDING
WasHiNGTON, D. C,

TELEFHONE DEARBORN 1633 CHICAGO, ILL.

MEMORAND UM

In making nominations for the A. F. B. F. Distinguished Service
Award of 1931, it is recommended that specific examples of service
be clearly stated. Following is an example of such a statement:

"Because =

Mr. Blank, during the year 1930, without compensation and in
spite of serious illness in his own family, devoted 96 days to the
development of the Blank Co-operative Marketing Association and
the development of this association is largely due to Mr. Blank.

The association has added definitely to the income and, in this way,

to the comfort and convenience, of more than 300 farm families in
the district served by the association, etc. etc."

It is understood that the above is just a2 form of statemente.
The specific services can be in any field covered by the rules and
regulations, as set forth in the circular distributed by the American
Farm Bureau Federation.

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

j;);?;? ;3Qf)-4ﬁ%iffii¢c,44ﬂ£:t,/

M.8. Winder - Executive Secretary
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 19, 1931

Mr. John Johnson

402 Washington
Galena, Kansas

Dear lr. Johnson:

Replying to your faver of September 14,
permit me to say that I do not lmow where or how
you eould borrow money on the terms you suggest in
your letter, unless it would be through the Federal
Intermediate Credit Bank at Wichita. This beank
does not make loans direetly to individusls, but
there may be & bank trust campany or loasn company
in your commmity whose paper the Intermediate Credit

Bank re-discounts. You might write to Johm Fields,
President of the Federal Intermediate Credit Bamk,
Wichita, who eould give you the necessary information.
I would be pleased if there was anything I could do
for you other than to advise you to write Mr, Fields,

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours

Harry He Woodring
Governor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 19, 1931

Mr, E, C. Lane
Box 634 //
Olympia, Washington

Dear Mr. Lane:

Replying to your letter of September 14
relative to leasing of farms and farm lands in the
state of Kansas, permit me to say thet the state
has no such farms since it makes no loans from state
funds.

It might be poeaible that you could lease
same of the farms which now are held by the Federel
LandaDank of Wighita. That institution has a
number of tracts on which it has foreclosed in
various parts of the Ninth Federal Land Bank Distriet.
You ean obtain information concerning them from Mr,
John Fields, President of the Federal Land Bank of
Wichita, Union Hational Bank Puilding, Wichita, Kansas.

With continued good wishes, I am

Very truly yours

Frank E, Maliullan
Secretary to the Covermor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 22, 1931

Mr. F. C. Larsen /1
Sylvan Grove, Kansas

Dear Mr. Larsen:

Your letter of August 21 re-
ceived and read with much interest. I think
yours is a splendid suggestion. As a matter
of fact, I have been eating FKansas wheat as a
breakfast food for more than a month past amd
must say that I enjoy it and relish it as
thoroughly as any I have tried. I wish I had
been able to discuss the matter with you on the
odcasion of my visit to Lincoln. I remember
seeing you at the dinner at Lincoln and hope

some time you may be able to call on me at
Topeka. Should that happen, we will discuss
this matter further. I thank you for your
kindly reference to the big audience at Lincoln
and hope you are right that it was further evil-
dence of the estecem in which the administration
is held by the people.

We are trying owr best to give
Kansss a constructive administration under most
trying eircumstances.

#ith best wishes, I am

Very truly yows
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