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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

September 26, 1931

Ce Je Curtis
The Curtis iAgency
Osage City, Kansas

My dear My, Curtis:

hile application forms for operators licenses
were forwarded to you, as requested, I find that your let-
ter has not been answered.

‘e should have informed you that completed appli-
cations, togother with fees therefor, should be forwarded
to your County Treasurer, in order to avoid confusion in the
handling of funds in the Vehicle Dopartment..

The Vehicle Commissioner evidently misplaced your
requests for application forms in tho large volume of mail
he roceives, as he Imows of my desire that such requests be
+iven prompt attention.

It was a pleasure to render this slight service;
and if this office can be of any further service %o you,
please feel free to call upon us,

Assuring you that I appreciate your support and
the information in regard to your father, I am

Sinceroly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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The Curtis Agency

Real Estate in All Its Branches
Business Investments
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

October 6, 1931

Mrs. Walter Shearon
Lyons, Kansas

Dear lirs. Shearon:

Replying to your letter of September 30,
permit me to say that the law only requires that
the application be sworn to before & Hctary or some
other officer suthorized to attest such statements.
The only fee the State gets is the 25¢ which goes
to pay the expenses of the Vehicle Department. In
many places the Notariea are glving thelr services
freely, If you can find one to do that it is so
much the better,

I note what you say with regard to
married women holding County offices and requesting
that I investigate. County officers are elected
by the votes of the County and the Governor has
nothing whatevVer to do with it. There ie no reason
why I should inveatigate the choice of the voters
of your County, and such an investigation would be
merely a vaste of time since there is no way in
which I could change the result.

Thanking you for your letter, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

October

Amos L Campbell
Manchester, Kansas

Dear Hr. Campbell:

I have your letter of October 6 in which
you make application as a state officer in
your community. “There is no provision for
anything of that kind there now and nothing
in that line that 1s available. Should any-
thing develop I will be glad to glve your
application consideration with others.

With kindest regards, I am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

October 14, 1931

Mr, T Jo Richardson, Cashier
Farmers State Bank
Circleville, Kansas

Dear Ilir. Richardson:

Your letter of October 6 addrsssed to
Mr. Guy Helvering, Secretary to the Governor,
in regard to Miss Floy Brown was delivered to
this office. ;

Your interest in iiss Brown is fully
appreciated and she has been informed that she
may visit her mother at any time it may become
necessary, and that her position will await her
return.

With continued good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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FARMERS STATE BANK

CIRCLEVILLE . KANSAS
October S5th. 1931,

Mre Guy Helvering, Secty To Governor
Topeka Kansas.

Dear Mr. Helvering :-
| write you regarding Miss Floy

Brown, @& stenographer in one,of the offices in the State
house, | was not informed as Wwhat office.

Miss Brown's mother, Mrs. N. A, Brown, who is
now at the home ot her son in Holton,Kas. and at the point
of death, and Miss Floy is déable to be called at any
times

) | want to say is, it Miss Floy is called to her
mother's bedside or incase of her death,taken away from her work
temporarily, could she have assurance ot again taking up her wokk?

The death of Mrs. Brown will entail considerable
expense on her tather, who will be lett with two minor children
and has recently lost his farm to the Federal Land bank at
Wiehita. | would be much pleased it you can assure me that
Miss Floy can return to her present position should she be
call¢e®way temporarily in the event of her mother's deathg

The tamily &rer worbhy people and entitled to the

consideration otgher empoversqunder the present circumstan-
cesq and trust you can give'matter your prompt attention
and will thank you in advance for your kindnessYbother.

Very Truly Your's,

7 Cashier.

//Q‘WW‘D‘ ; 1-547‘5
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

October 29, 1931

Honorable Robert M.Gruber
Meyor
Frontenac, Kansas

Dear Mayor Gruber:

Many thanks for your letter
of October 15 relative to the appointment
of Mr. Joe Sia as Deputy State Vehicle In-
spector. I am hapPy TO Kiow that this
selection meets with your approval and
with the approval of the cltizens of your
community.

v ‘ith kindest personal regards,
am

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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OFFICERS COUNCILMEN:
JOSEPH VACCA

ARTHUR LeFEVI®R, Police Judie CITY Of' FRONTENAC ED. r?:xum.r.n:

PETER BICKEL, City TTasurer

JULIUS LaFORTE, City Marshal

1. W. DOPKING, Water Supt. ROBERT GRUBER, MAYOR
J. €. LAVERY, CiTY CLERK

VALENTINE DELL.

A. H. ASHBACHER

____ October 15, ¥ 1931,

Frantenac, Kansas,

Governor Harry H, Woodring

Topeka, Kansas.

Honorable Governor:
I wish to complement you on your appointment of
Mr, Joe Sia of this city as deputy State Vehicle Ingpector,

I sincerely beleive that Mr, Sia will make a good and

competent officer, and I assurs you that your selection meets

with the approval of the citizens of this city.

Yours Regpectfully,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310106 ~ Page 255/978
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 16

A -

THEINTERNATIONAY l}ﬁ'rk_( IEUMIASSOCIATION! ING:

G‘-,{JAPANTEE TITLE BUILDING

B / CLEVELAND, OHIO

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310106 ~ Page 256/978
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 16

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310106 ~ Page 257/978
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 16

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310106 ~ Page 258/978
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 16

STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

November 13, 1931

Miss Mary Lou Spencer
319 Walnut Street
Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Miss Spencer:

I have your letter of Octoberll®
relative to your application for a typlst's
position at the License Bureau and note you
have given my namé tU¥r. King as reference.

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

November 18, 1931

Mr. Gene Sulliven
Atehlson, Kansas

Dear Gene:

I have been much interested in
your letter of November 14. Tneidentully,
1c wag quite & colneidenece that you should
write me on the same day that I appointed
Winrow of Atchison, & Demoerat, to the
place formerly held by Morton, & Republi-
can,

Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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ATCHISON, KANSAS i-"‘l N

November 14, lgalf |

Governor Harry H. Woodring '
Topeka, Kensas. ¥, \

TV al W' b _L\
My dear Governor:- \ngkx: Y#\ \{ N 31 ‘ i, 1 5
I am writing you in regard to the application of Albert Morton, \ i
Atchison colored man, to be returned to his old position in the vehicle
department, from which he was removed several months ago. He said that he
‘discussed this with you and that you were not edverse to pgtting him back to
works

He was not taken out of service through any effort of mine, because I
realized that as an employe under your administration he would be & big help
in Atchison county in 1932. With him out of service he will be a big factor
for us to contend with here, as he has a world of power among the negreo
voters.

My organization has been handicapped enough by internal strife among
the Democrats here and I feel that if Morton is returned to serve it will be
Just a big worry off my mind as county chalrman.

Had I been consulted in the matter, as a county chairman should have

been, I would have been strongly egainst taking him out in the first place.

Sincerely,

7

g >- -t Mol «Lf-'u--' —"/'
Gene Syllivan
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Atchison, Kansas,
Novenmber 21, 1931.

Governor Harry Woodring,
Topeka, Ks.

liy dear Governor:

I want to express to ycu ny appreciation
because of the appointment of Arazar Winrow

under the Vehicle Commissioners

I think this is going to do a lot of good

here in Atchisons It meets with the approval
of every faction of the colored people, Of course,
with the exception of Albert liorten.

With very kindest perscnal regards, I am

Yours very cordially,

BPY~-M
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

November 27, 1931

¥Mr. Joseph Q'Hare, Attormney
104: East 9th Avenue
Winfield, Kansas

Dear Mr.

¢cs for your letter of
November 26 cerlling my attention to the
general dissatisfaction in your community
with regard to the latest order of the
Vehicle Co aion I agree with you con-
cerning this mat in every particular and
I am issuing a statement this afternoon

which doubtless you v 1 see in the papers

i

before you receive this letter. hile there
are some grounds for the requlrement under
the 19290 Session Laws, 1t seems to me the law
should have been put into effect prior to
this yeer and only on due notice belng given
eubcmobile owners that their regilstration
cards must be preserved.

Phanking you for your interest,
Very truly yours

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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JOSEPH O'HARE

ATTORNEY-AT LAW

WINFIELD, KANSAS
/

.‘. . November 26th 1931
VoAt
VYl e
M\ ce ehor Harry H,Woocdring
\I‘.
\ Topeka, “ansas
Dear Sir:
There is very general dissatisfaction in this community

with an order of the vehicle commissioner requiring motor car owners
to produce the revious registration certificate,before one

for next year will be issued to them;and in case they do not have the

old certificate,they must pay the commissioner fifty cenis for a
duplicate.

This requirement is unreasonable,unnecessary and I do not
believe contemplated by the registration enactment, and there is a
general protest against the order.

These registration certificates issued heretofore, have not
as aceneral rule been preserved by the car ovmers, as they were con.
sidered of no value after the license plate was delivered, and most
of them became lost or destroyed. Nither the statute or any
existing rule notified ue they would have to te produced at a future
application for registration.

Consecuently if this new order is %:ered to,and it ‘be‘deter-—-

mined that it is within the power of the corMissioner to impose it,
then most of the motor vehicle owners will be obliged to pquthe
commissioner an additional fifty cents,which in the aggrega

will be a large sum, This is unjust and wholly unnecessarye.

The reason for the rule given _is as unreasonable as the
rule itself,being that the commiaainnﬁ@%ntu to be assured that the
applicant is the actual owner of the car,in otherwords that he has
not stolen it. xEInxokkexweaxds we are all presumed to be car thieves
until we have proven our innocence,which we can only do by paying
the commissioner fifty cents .

The motor vehicle owners are certainly paying enough as it
is without this additional burden, We pay our general valuation tax
a registration tax, gassoline tax, drivers lax,many times sexveral
in the same family,

I do not believe the proposed requirement ie legal,and is
not with in the power of the commissioner to impose it,but whether
it is or not, it is an unnecessary burden,and shouldnot be imposed,

I trust you will considerg this matter seriously and have
the order vacated if possible.

other troutles without adding more. VYery truly o ha

At this time the people have taxation enoyg 310’-"6\'3]7\‘ their
o'
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

Hovember 30, 1931

lire . J. Leatherman
Route 6
Hutchinson, Kansas

Dear lir. Leatherman:

I have read your letter of November 27 with
much interest. I heartily agree with you relstive to
the sufficiency of tax on motorists and also with re-
gard to the Vehicle Commissioner's ruling on license
recelpts. As a matter of fact I had made an investiga=
tion of this matter at the time lir, King's ruling wes
called to my attention, end had a statement prepared
which would have met with your approval, but unfortunately

the Attorney Ceneral states there is a law supporting
King's ruling and that it has been in effect since 1929.

However, I find and hold there is no reason
why any one should have to pay fifty cents to prove
ownership., This eaelly may be done where the owner is
known, even though the slip has been lost. Aleo, I have
been advised that the Vehicle Commissioner has revised
his order and has made it necessary only for the County
Treasurer to satisfy himself as to whether the applicant
really is the owner of the car.

On the other hand, there are many cars stolen
and it was the intention of the law to proteet yours and
others by requiring proper transfers on the state records
to accompany the sale of all cars.

I realize fully that motorists are taxed in
many different ways, and also that general property taxes
also carried must be reduced through a more equitable
distribution of the tax burden which will force property
now escaping taxation to carry its share., I long have
advoecated suvh measures and have not chansed myv stand in
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Page 2 November 30, 1923
Mr. We Js Leatherman

any particular since my election.

However, I am not concerned that the duties
of my office and my handling of them should be decided
upon my desire to succeed myself,as you suggested, What
I am more concerned about is dolnz whatever may be
to the best interests of Hansas and its citizens, regarde
less of whether I or some one else may be elected GovVernor
in 1932.

Thanking you for your interest, I =m

Very truly yours

Harry He Woodring
Governor
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1
Rﬁu\zéﬁéix, A :
Hutchinson, Kansgs)/
Noyémber 27, 1931,

Hon, Harry H, Wootdring,

Governor of Xansas, () | \A YN \ o5 NS o A
Topeka, Kan. \ et I Y bt [ '( : :

A A p oV N
Dear Governor: N QN < {‘ \\ =X A
I notlice in the daily press that Vehicle j
Commissioner King, whoever he is, has decreed that the o
Kansas motor car owner must produce his last year's g\f‘"'
license tag receipt, or verify ownership to his car, be=
fore he will be supplied with a new license tag when he
applies for it next January 1,

\

This edict from a so-called commission head is going to
cause lots of trouble to car owners, as well as empense, ;
for Mr, King ,or some one who assumes authori ty  has 0 Vedflis © V/
given 1t out that the xm-car owner will have to pay L Ve LA
20 cents for a duplicate tag receipt from the Secrea try of | W 4
State. Now no doubt there are thousands of Kansas car
owners who have lost or misplaced their last year's
license receipts and it will be a hard matter for them
to find them in orcder to comply with this recent
order from the vehicle department. It is alright to Nt
verify car ownership but this whim of asking for the legiti-
mate owner's receipt and if he can find it tax him another
50 cents to get a duplicate is a step too far, People
8till rankle over the mix up the state had on the driver's
license fee and they will not cool down gquickly from
the effects of this new ruling by some one who wants . .
te assume he has dictatorial powers. Especially when ; Y /
you are advising the people to practice econenmy and \;"\\
cautioning governmental units to go siow in making lev-i M})\“
ies for current expensesand get away from so much ”
taxation, Is there any law to cover this ruling by ¥Mr. King?l{i |
If there is no law to cover this ques tion xx% it is
dput time you should take matters in hand and stop f
this foolishness of petty commission rule, #nd if you are
sincere in your cationing the people 10 use more econom-)
ical practices in these depresced times you will step in{r
and use your authority to suppress some of these 2kn
rulings by commission heads and others who may be
power mad, e
SYIVES
The Kaneas motorist has enough special tax to bear now as ;)
it is without some irresconsible person coming along and L)
taxing another 25 cents or 50 cents for this thing and thag,,
He had just as well say $1 or $10 and the car owner &
would have to pay. Some day you fellows are going to kill l\
the goose that lays the golden egg to provide your 1ivelia Vv
hood. People like a change occasionallg and only about ” A% 7!
- /) A AN
JUA
(' >

A A ir"r\k \
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Woodring==-2

500 people thought you would be a change for the better last
year, And I am afraid that unless you make good on some of
your promises for a busineses administration and saving

the taxpayers money you will find yhat this small margin will
be wiped out next fall., People are not crying so much over
legitimate tax levies as they are over these little tax
extras that there seems to be little or no need for, that
irks them and makes them mad and cry for a change, This

50 cents duplicate receipt fee is just one of them and

you and Mr, #ing are going to hear of lots of mad

pedple before the first of next January.

Now, Governor, if Mou really want to do the State of Kan-
sas and its people a favor you will order that this edict
of the vehicle department be not enforced., Yo@ had just
as well exercise some of your anthority as to let some
underling beat you to it and show he is more powesful
than his governor, Yeu will also, if successful in suc=-
ceeding yourself next fall,recommend to the state leg-
islature that about an hundred of these petty commis=
sions snd commissioners be done away Wi and the power
they exerciee be placed in the hands of the governor,
thus cutting thousands of dollars off the tax bill.

You will be doing the motoring public of Kansas a favor
if you will recommend that their €ar license be reduced
or else the personal property tax on automobiles be
eliminated, We car owners pay too much money for what we
get for permission to own that property. The car owner is
hit three or four ways and when these little extras come
along it makes them all "cusa" and ask questions. Then
where is this 50 cents to go and for what is it to be
used? Is there any law for 1t? Is there any real reason
why it should be imposed on the car owner?

Governor, ypu will get closer to the hearts of the motor
car owner of Kansas if %2f will take your pen in hand
and write Mr, King that his order is obnoxious and that
it is hereby cancelled. Show 'em once that you are
against these petty "grafts that are really burdensome.

With kind regards, and one who likes to see fair play, I am

Yours truly,

}ﬂ;u e
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