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M. J. HEALY, General Caunsel W. E. DORREL, Executive Secretary
National Bonk of Topeka Building Hotel Kansan - Telephone 8553
:'qe.,ir..ltcnlns Topeka, Kansas

THE MOTOR CARRIERS' ASSOCIATION OF KANSAS

BUS DIVISION

HOTEL KANSAN
TOPEKA, KANSAS

BUSES PAY HEAVY TAX

According to the Motor Carriers Associatlon of Kansas, with head-
guarters in Topeka, figures recently complled by the National Assoeci~
ation of Motor Bus Operators reveal some interesting facts regarding
taxes paid by the motor buses using the highways of Kansas. The tax
paid by the average 25-passenger motor bus amounts to $491.50. This
is 20.6 times the tax paid by the average motor vehicle using the high-
ways of Kansas. This includes buses, trucks, automobiles, motorecycles,

ete.

It is further stated that on the average 85% per c¢ent of the taxes

assessed against the motor buses go directly into the highway fund in
payment for the use of the roads. The State highways of Kansas &are
bullt and maintained from the tag tax and gas tax and not from the
general property tax.

The Motor Carriers Association of Kansas in common with other
spokesmen of the motor bus industry point to these facts in support of
the contention that the motor bus is more than paving its way for the
use of the highways and that the cry for heavier bus taxes 1: unjust-

ified.
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TOR BUS CARRIERS ASSO. OF KANSAS

= + E. CORREL

WHY THE PROPAGANDA

A Discussion of Railway and

Highway Transport

By A. M. HILL. President

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MOTOR BUS OPERATORS

Washington, D. C.
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A Discussion of Railway and Highway Trarisport

The widely diverse and frequently conflicting statements made recently by railroad

officials throughout the country with respect to highway competition must
indeed be confusing to the average reader of the newspapers.

A Clear Statement of the Case

At the annual dinner of the Des Moines Chamber of
Commerce, on January Tth, 1931, Mr. Ralph Budd, Presi-
dent of the Great Northern Railway, said, in his address
on The Changing Transportation Situation:

“Another instance of important developments which
have been obscured by the upward trend in railway rev-
enues during the past decade is the change that has taken
place in highway transportation through the building of
good roads and the multiplication of motor vehicles on
those roads.

“This situation is anomalous, because the vast construe-
tion program of building these modern roads and creating
the motor vehicles to use them has been directly and indi-
rectly the cause of the large railway revenues during the
ten years ending with 1920. A huge transportation sys-
tem was being created which already in 1925 had exceeded
the national railway system in extent as well as invest-
ment. By 1930 it had grown until it consisted of 660.000
miles of surfaced highway, or nearly three times the total
railway mileage, besides 2,400,000 miles of secondary high-
ways.

“There were 24,000,000 passenger carrying vehicles, 97
per cent of which were engaged in private use for business
or pleasure and 3,400,000 trucks, of which 90 per cent or
more were private or non-common carrier. There ar
other words, 10 or 12 times as many miles of hi

of railway and 10 or 12 times as many highway ears as
there are railway cars in this country.

“The investment in the highways and highway vehicles
is $35,000,000,000, while that in railway and equipment is
$25,000,000,000,

“The highways handle about 10 times as many passen-
ger miles of travel and perhaps not more than one-tenth
as many ton-miles of freight as the railways handle,

“Private automobiles carry most of the highway travel,
while common carrier buses handle about 3 per cent of it
and common carrier trucks amount to but 7 per cent of the
private and contract trucks together.

“The picture of the highway system is that of a vast
network of roads completely covering the whole country
and used mostly by automobiles belonging chiefly to
farmers, manufacturers, wholesalers, and private and con-
tract truckers. A very small proportion of these vehicles
are common carriers, but when it comes to actually plac-
ing highway competitors on the same basis as railways,
as concerns regulation of rates and service, this small
group of common ¢ iers seems to be the only one amena-
ble to such regulation.

“In most states, the 5 per cent of total highway traffic
which is handled by common carriers is regulated. In
many states the regulation is complete and effective, cover-
ing maximum hours of duty for drivers, safety appliances,
ete. Forty-six of the states of the Union have exercised
control over these common carriers in the following
particulars:

1. By requiring a certificate of convenience and neces-
sity. The purpose of requiring a certificate of convenience
and necessity is not to permit unreasonable duplication of
transportation service on the highways or in competition
with the rail carrier that adequately serves the transpor-
tation requirements of the communities affected.

2. By requiring public liability or indemnity insurance
for the protection of the public.

8. Regulating rates of transportation.

4. Regulating facilities, hours of service, and safety of
operation in all particulars,

5. Giving the same general power of regulation over the
common carrier bus and truck as is granted to railroad
commissions or public service boards over the railroads of
the state.

“Control of such things as the weight, length, and width
of trucks and trailers which are permitted on the high-
ways is a part of the police power of the various states
and may be exercised by officials of all of the states aceord-
ing to the dictates of public opinion.

“At present, in the absence of regulation of interstate
ighway traffic, there is much unnecessary duplication
which is injurious alike to the highway carriers in compe-
tition with each other and to the railways with which the
highway carriers compete. Perhaps the best evidence
that the highway common carriers believe they will be
benefited by Federal regulation is their desire to have laws
enacted providing for it. The railways will henefit by
having for their competitors stabilized operations as to
rates and servie In the event railways desire to enter
upon the business, they will be able to do so with more
assurance because of the freedom from irresponsible
operators.

“Taxation is quite a different thing from regulation
and should be considered separately. Like regulation, the
question should be approached constructively—that is,
some rational basis of taxation should be sought.

“Taxes of highway users already are very high in some
states. In Minnesota, for instance, all automobiles pay
an average of about $25 per year, including a tax of 3
cents per gallon on gasoline. Buses pay about $1,100
taxes each per year, or as much as 44 automobiles, in
Minnesota. This amounts to about 22 per cent tax per
- on the average value of buses.

“It must be recognized that the public highways are for
the use of all the public. Undoubtedly people who drive
their automobiles for business and pleasure and their
trucks for hauling their own freight, or who contract their
hauling with private carriers, would object to excessive
taxes on automobiles and private carrier trueks. As
already stated these vehicles handle about 95 per cent of
the traffic on the highways; there are about 24,000,000 of
them and they are owned by most of the families of the
United States.

ye
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"I"L‘T:plé who do not own cars or for any other reason
desire to have the benefit of the publie highways by using
common carrier buses and trucks may share equally in the
advantages of good roads, if such reads are open to com-
mon carrier vehicles with taxation and regulation which
will enable them to give the cheapest and best service
consistent with proper use of the highways.

“1 respectfully suggest that Congress should leave to
the Interstate Commerce Commission the regulation of
railways, especially as to fixing rates; that railways be
permitted to operate ships, buses and trucks in an effort
to coordinate all forms of public transportation for the
sake of improved service efficiency and avoidance of waste,
Railways should be encouraged to reduce expenses in
every reasonable way, including the making of appropri-
ate consolidations.

“They should be permitted to take off unprofitable trains
where automobiles have taken the travel and to substi-
tute highway bus service for those trains, either them-
selves or by arrangements with bus companies. Regula-
tory bodies should recognize the necessity of conserving

revenues and, therefore, should not depress rates arbi-
trarily, but endeavor to sustain reasonable rates wherever

possible. The railway companies are not blameless in
sect to rate cutting and should be more cooperative
with each other in that respect.

“The problem of coordinating railway and other trans-
portation is not peculiar to the United States. France,
Italy, Germany and England all are wrestling with it.

“Neither is the misfortune of poor earnings peculiar to
the railroads. Indeed, the railroads merely reflect the
poor business of others. While I do not expect to see local
passenger travel restored to the railroads, I do expect to
see the railroads hold the great bulk of their other busi-
ness. The automobile and the oil business will be among
the others to contribute earnings to the railways in
greater volume as conditions improve. They have con-
tributed to make our country the most advanced in the
world, The railways are so essential they cannot help
benefiting from the continuation of that advancement,
which I have an abiding faith we shall soon witness.”

On the Other Hand

In contrast to the intelligent and sincerely analytical
attitude of Mr. Ralph Budd, is the following statement by
Mr. R. W. Barrett, Vice President and General Counsel
of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, in the New Yo Tinmes,
January 4, 1931, which may be considered representative
of the restrictive propaganda being broadeast by many
other railroad interests:

“You have heard of the house that Jack built. In so far
as taxes are concerned the house that Jack built runs
about as follows: This is the railroad that paid the taxes,
that built the highw: that carried the truck, that took
the revenue of the railroad. In other words, we paid the
taxes—or a large portion of them—for building the high-
ways that constitute the free roadbed for the movement of
freight and passengers in trucks and buses that we would
have moved ourselves.”

Mr. Barrett may know his nursery rhymes but he is
certainly all “higglety-pigglety” concerning the facts.
However, he is not alone. “Publicly provided free road-
bed,” “subsidy,” “stolen traffic” are volubly used terms in
the public utterings of such railroad officials.

In 1929 motor vehicle fees and gasoline taxes, less
collection costs, were 75 per cent more than sufficient to
pay all costs of the State Highways. The difference was
sufficient to pay all costs on local rural roads that may be
attributed to the presence of motor vehicles.

The bus and the truck pay an unduly high proportion
of these fees and gasoline taxes.

The extremely small part of Rural Road revenue at-
tributable to railroads comes through the general tax fund,
and is comparable to a similar share paid by motor vehicle
owners, real estate owners and all citizens in general, aside
from the gasoline and other highway use taxes.

The railroad must have its passengers and freight
brought to it—it cannot go to them as the motor vehicle
can—hence roads are built and maintained for its benefit
quite as much as they are for the benefit of the property
owner, and the railroad should pay for that benefit in the
same proportion.

And whether or not the railroads themselves would have
carried the traffic of the bus was excellently summarized
in the January 13th statement of the Missouri Pacific, St.

Louis-Southwestern, and Missouri-Kansas-Texas railroads
to the Interstate Commerce Commission, in which they
pointed out that convenience and not low cost was the
important advantage of highway transportation. They
stated:

i“

the traveling public use busses primarily be-
cause of frequent service and because they can take busses
at hotels adjacent to their residences, and also because
they can be discharged at their destinations at points
convenient to such passengers.”

They further stated regarding private automobile
traffie:

“It is a matter of common knowledge that owners of
private automobiles can under present rates travel more
economically by railroad at 3.5 cents per mile than by use
of their private automobiles, which, it is safe to say, costs
from 6 to 8 cents per mile to operate.”

Protesting the rate reduection in railroad passenger fares
from 3.6 cents to 2 cents per mile as proposed by the St.
Louis-San Francisco Railway, these three railroads pointed
out that passenger travel by railroad would have to in-
crease 80 per cent—an impossible increase. In other
words, such decreases in passenger fares lack economic
justification, and would result in losses that would have
to be absorbed by freight revenues and are simply rate
cuts designed to drive out motor bus competition which
cannot fall back on freight traffic.

Anti-bus and truck propagandists support their claim
with misinterpreted or irrelevant statistics. They, for
example, cite the 92,600 buses in the country for being
heavily responsible for their losses in passenger traffic,
when less than 22,000 buses can even remotely be consid-
ered as competitors of railroads, and certainly most, if
not all, of the annual traffic of even these would still stay
on the highway if bus serviee were discontinued.

“Unregulated” another of their favorite words in
discussing competitive buses. In every State except Dela-
ware intrastate buses are regulated and even in Delaware
all important operations are supervised by the City of
Wilmington. And interstate bus operators have them-
selves been foremost in a concerted and prolonged effort
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to secure regulation of the 6,000 buses operating inter-
state. :

The motor bus came as an experiment. It remained
and has grown rapidly because of the public convenience
and necessity which it serves. It is economical yet enjoys
no subsidy or privilege, It pays its ways handsomely.

Whatever adv ge it has over the railroad*lies 1:\-.1-;;(:]1.-
in the fact that it can carry small loads of passengers at
great frequency of schedule with less machinery and closer
to the ultimate destination than can the railroad. This
advantage is inherent and should not be denied the
publie.

Then Why the Propaganda?

Efforts through propaganda to restrict and to harm the devel-
opment of bus transportation are not made with the interest of
the public in mind but apparently with the sole purpose of
protecting revenues of competing forms of transport.

The motor bus operators of the country through the
membership of their National Asseciation in the U. 8.
Chamber of Commerce recently subseribed to the “Prinei-
ples of Business Conduct” as promulgated and adopted
by the Chamber May 8, 1924, and subsequently subscribed
to by all members.

Principle No. XI of the Code reads as follows:

“UNFAIR COMPETITION, embracing all acts charac-
terized by bad faith, deception, fraud, or oppression, in-
cluding commercial bribery, is wasteful, despicable, and a
public wrong. Business will rely for its success on the
excellence of its own service.”

Judge Edwin B. Parker, Umpire, Mixed Claims Com-
mission, and Chairman, Committee on Business Ethics,
Chamber of Commerce of the United States, in a discus-
sion of the “Principles of Business Conduct,” makes the
following comments:

“Every business enterprise should deserve and command
success because of the excellence of its own products and
service rather than because of the shortcomings or misfor-
tunes of its competitors. Competition in service is always
in the publie interest.

“But the seeking of a business advantage through efforts
directed to harm a competitor is unethical and wasteful
and will receive the unqualified condemnation of all right-
thinking men. Whatever form such efforts may take en-
tails economie waste and is repugnant to the public

It would seem that no industry or business could ask for
a better or more honest platform than that outlined by the
“Principles of Business Conduct” and Judge Parker's
remarks thereon.

The motor bus operator is willing to let his service
answer for itself and is not afraid, if the facts on both
sides of the picture are fairly displayed, to depend on the
public for the ultimate answer.
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¥Mr. John A. Kraise
Herington, Hansas

Deaxr John:

I have your letter of June 25 in
which you complain of the operation of the
auto drivers licemses law,

1 quite mgree with you. I em nob
satisfied with the results and the operation
of the Vehicle Department. I have been giving
it some attention right along and have, of

course, exerted svery effort to eléminate
unfairness in its operation. Of course, you
realize I have not control of this department.

With continued good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Harry He Woodring
GovVernor
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'|the fund is greatly diminished. And

‘| folded as they are to be permanent rec-
.| ords and no more than one will be given

i
Jewele, Musig; Dealers I

SCHUYLER ﬁi]}’ﬂqﬁﬂ#

All Towns in County to Have Dep\‘.'lly
License Collector.

Pleasant Whitehair, county treasurer,
who has been named as county agent
for the distribution of drivers' licenses
| was in Herington Tuesday morning and

'after a conference with several busi- |’

ness men and from: letters which he
had received made the appointment of
Judge E. L. Schuyler as the Herington

deputy. He recommended - to Mrj

Schuyler that he get a down town of-
fice for the convenience of the people
and Mr. Schuyler has made arrange-
ments with O. B. Lydick to occupy of-
fice room at the Ford Motor Company.
There were many applications from
Herington, all of them worthy. Walter
ISchuyler, son of Judge Schuyler will
help him during the early rush.

‘The licenses cost 25 cents all of which
goes to the state into a fund which is
to be used for the enforcement of the
law. The notary fee of 20 cents goes fo
the deputy agent Judge Schuyler. As
there will be approximately 16,000 li-
censes issued in Djckinson county it
looks like & gold mine at first. How-,
ever, as there will b€ a deputy in every |
town in the county the importance of

again, if the same arrangement is made,
thé county as here it will bepretiy |
county treasurer; as he is
et { half ) of " what Judge™"Sehuyler |
[Taki IT-to-TIT SCRUVIET]
At Woodbing Theé CitiZens State Bank
has been appointed and at Hope The
First National Bank.
The state is very particular about the
license blanks. None of them can be

to an applicant. Ten tons of paper were
used in printing them,

those who do not have a license will
have to take a physical examination.

Applicants have three months to get |
licenses in and at the end of that time
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THE AMERICAN LEGION

CAREY R. MCCLAREN POST No.

HERINGTON. KANSAS

Hom.
Gove
Topela

Dear Governor:

Reference is ma de
Veteran

Among 3 ] for i ) thex e t one war
veteran, Roscoe T ng 1 World r Veterant *.'r‘no_lms :
been out of 5 si : 1 nd was Wery anxious to
get the oppurtunity of ing ivelyhood. In making the appoint-
it is understood from relizble sources execerpt from
rington Times, the origi | 1 h is attached to
letter addressed to Governor | rpt as follows: "If the
same arrangement is made over ¢ here it will be j:l‘?“b‘u'l-’
Chunty Tre=a . to get helf of what Judge
lir. Schuyler.”
Apparently the only consi at iven bei thet th j‘-n_r*z;.' ;O s
e the ¢ ihtm ent is & ve the C ten cents
ereby sup-
the request
inted

have
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CALDWELL MOTOR CO.

W. W. WOODRUFF, Prop.
CALDWELL, KANSAS
July,3,1981.
Vietior L. King,

Kenese g State Vehiekle Commissioner,
lopeke Kemsau.

8ir,~ Plesee wend me five Hundred (5650UC) drivers application blanks,

1 wigh to give these cway Iree 10 those wWho may anply to me,
Blil me Tor smy trensportation eosis on these suio driverm ligeense

appliection blan«a.
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Victor L. EKing, Vehicle Commlsslonepr
opeka, Kansas

Dear Sir:

I noticed & statement in the Wichite paper by
Governor Voodring that aprlication blanks for automobile
licenses would be furnished in & responsibla firm or
organizaetion. A grest meny of our sutomobile poliey-
holders have asked our assistence in completing ap-
plications, and we ask that you send us a pad of blanks.

Very truly yours,

THE WYANDT MORTGAGE & INV. CO.

yandt, Viee Pres.

July
Sixth
1931

DRY :AEG

Carbon copy to
Gov. Woodring
Topeka, Kensas
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A.C. BRACKETT. SECRETARY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MEMBER
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE U. 8, A.
KANBAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

M EUREK] KANSAS
sl

=

4

S 7 4 { Jul; 6,
f BV s
;,,_.,75 —1 /. t,f 231 /
20 74
COUNTY BEA
GRE! WOoO00 COUNTY
GRAZING
on
carrie
DAIRYING
Swie
BHEEF
HAY
WHEAT
wien
HKAFIR
OATS
ROLLER MILLS
T L e
BOTTLING WORKS
CREAMERY
CITY PARK
e
R TTc R
BEAUTIFUL MOMES
e ATAn ATAC TS
i il
MODERN SCHOOLS
S laenUATI BANYS
PROGAESSIVE MERCHANTS
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
GREENHOUSE
inan
COUNTARY CLuB
Tt
g onuRGHES
R oTION Pl InE T neRTA LS

AIRPCRT

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310106 ~ Page 16/978
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Harry H. Woodring, Correspondence Files, Box 16

STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA
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°[Re BANK SavINGS LIFE
InsurancE Company
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA
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CCP

Olathe, Kansas

Mr, Petry

Motor Vehicle Dep

If it’s from “Pember’s’ it’s correct
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

July 7, 1951

Drs V. Ge Ramey
rotection
Kansas

My dear Doctor:
This will ¢

July 6, in which you 1
licens

1t of your lett
Applications for Operators

]
G0

I am today mailing
with the request that you turn them over te your Chamber
of Gommorce, in order that remittances of the fees may
made from one place in your city.

you

pplication forms,
be

iny notary public may acknowledge the applications,
but I lmow you will 1 how confusing it would be to
have remittances of the fees coming from many sources in one
city; hence the desire 1t this be handled by your Chumber
of Commerce or some obl

ome

10T aZency.
Assuring you thap.£ am p

service to
you and your cammnity, and v

wishes, I am

-

1ad t be o

Sincerely yours

Harry He Voodring
overnor
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WINSTON (. RAMEY, M. D.

BN, BAR, NOME AND TRRGAT.
CLAMEES PrTTRED.

PROTECTION, KANSAS,

1931
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

July 7, 1931

Reverend Arthur 8, Henderson
Walnut Street at Fifth
Leavenworth, EKansas

Dear Reverend Henderson:

I have your fine letter of July 1
for which I thank you.

I am inelined to agree with you
on the drivera! license law and the adminis-
trative provisions therein. I really believe
it is a good law, but the lack of definiéely
placed responddhllity in the administration
of the law 1s g gerious mistake,

The first paragraph of your letter
pleases me ilmmensely. I intend to continued
to speak when and as I please for the inter-
ests of Kansas people as you suggest, and it
is very gratifying to know that such a pro-
cedure has the endorsement and support of
such fine eitizens of Kansas as yourself,

Thanking you for your letter and
assuring you of my highest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Harry H. Woodring
Governor
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
WALNUY STREET AT FIFTH
LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

-
o
REV. ARTHUR S. HENDERSON, D. D.

215 Pine Street.
July 1,1931

Governor Harry Woodring

Topeka,Kansas.

Uy dear Gowvernor:-

Don't let the politlelane daunt you in express-
ing to the President,or any one else,yourr-econvictlions
as to the needs of our state. A cat may loock at a
king,and a Democratiec governor may tell even a Re-

publican presldent what his state needs.

Is it strange that a leglslature with many lawyers
in it can not make laws of plain intent? The new
auto driver law 1s to the polnt. Everywhere small
office holders and grafters are wrngling about it and
the drlivers are ell paylng an extra quarter for their
lieenses which the law does not intend. We have a
county tresurer in this county who is so small that
if there were two of him on the point of a needle
beating a big bass drum they would be so far apart
they would not hear each other. He thought he saw a
chance to gobble $4000 for himeelf out of it by ad-
ministering the notarial ocath. He even refuses to
give out any blanks or to accept those not sworn to
in hls own office. In the mean time Victor King 1s
taking in the quaters prescribed by law and making it
an emolument of his own office. Instead of using the
money prescribed by the law to pay for putting the
law in action he 1s taking that as a personal fee.
The whole thing 1s disgraceful small peclitieian

graft,

But when the people,as in thils distriet of Leaven-
worth County,elect a lawyer to the leglslature whose
chief business at home is to help bootleggers and
other persistent violators of the law to escape the
penalties of the law what ecan we expect. Mr.Ben
Endres,our representative, is just that kind of law-
yer. There is not an honest purpose in his whole
being. 1 heard Judge Richard Hopkins in the Fegeral
Court in Topeka denounce him as I never heard any

judge do before. \
\ ¥ours cordially, A ALAND

I 1 A i !I.Jlu\ AW, A lf ‘
3 " AN l ..LI-_ 1A \’[/._ i %
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

TOPEKA

L }

July 7, 1931

Mr. F. A. McAnarney
115 North Peoria St.
Paola, Kanaas

Dear lr. McAnarney:

I wish to thank you for your letter
of July 2 in regard to drivers' licenses,

I appreciate your writing to me so
fully in regard to this matter and wish to
advise that recent rulings permit you to fil1l
out the blanks for the applicants == of course,
with or without charge which is up to you.
Then the applicant must take the application
to the agent appointed by the Vehicle Depart-
ment with the 25¢ license fee, which completes
the transaction. If anyone is selling cases
that contain the licenses, that has nothing
to do with the law because no one is compelled
to buy a case or folder.

I am not concerned or interested at
this time about running for offices but I am
deeply interested in seeing that you and all
Ransas are falrly dealt with in matters such
as you suggest in your letter.

Again thanking you for writing me
Bo fully and with kind regards and continued
good wishes, I am

S8incerely yours,

Herry H.Woodring
Governor
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LIGHTNING
TORNADO
AUTOMOBILE

Y, v ST ) : : M
o = - - CicaGo, Inn./ ¢
.|\ "_."

McANARNEY REALTY CO., AGENTS

\ AN
115 NORTH PEORIA ST \ | l AN h ) A
PAOLA. KAN. / N }] PN ‘ -
PAOLA ,KANS . JULY |PND. 19317 41
‘.J f yv*

#
|
MR.HARRY H.WOODRING, (N
TOPEKA ,KANSAS, LM
DEAR GOV.WOODRING:= P
BEING A DYED IN THE WOOL DEMOCRAT,AND ONE OF THE' |
BOOSTERS THAT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR MIAMI COUNTY BEING IN THE WOODRING
COLUMN IN 1930. | DEEM IT MY DUTY TO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE WAY )0
IN WHICH THE APPLICATLONS FOR DRIVERS LICENSE IS BEING HANDLED IN e
THIS COUNTY. QI“\ ;
[T APPEARS THAT THE SAID VICTOR L.KING, OF TOPEKA,KANS. IS {;-'\ \
N FULL CHARGE OF THIS GRAFT, AND THAT HE HAS SELECTED ONE OF HIS )
LIEUTENANTS IN EACH COUNTY TO PUT THIS OVER ON THE PEOPLE, AND THAT
THEY ARE ATTEMPT (NG TO HOG TIE ALL MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS I[N EACH
COUNTY AND COMPEL THEM TQ CONTRIBUTE TO THE GRAFTER WHOM MR.KING )
MAY SEE FIT TO APPOINT IN EACH COUNTY. IT -APPEARS THAT HE HAS SELECTED |
ONE T.J.CUMMINGS,OF PAOLA,KANSAS, TO FILL THIS POSITION IN MIAMI N aM
COUNTY, AND THAT HE WAS FURNISHED WITH A SUPPLY OF THE BLANK APPLICATIONS, '
AND THE SMALL BOOKS IN WHICH TO PLACE THE LICENSE,WHEN IT IS RECEIVED, _ pia
BY THE DRIVER. | AM INFORMED THAT THESE BLANKS AND ALSO THE BOOKS ARE Y g™
FURNISHED BY THE STATE, AND THAT THE BLANKS ARE TO BE PASSED OUT TQ =~ A
ANY ONE DESIRING THEM, AND THAT WHEN YOU PAY IN YOUR TWENTY FIVE CENTS §
FOR YOUR LICENSE, THAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO ONE OF THE BOOKS OR HOLDERS i
NOW THIS IS WHAT HAS HAPPENED HERE IN PAOLA. MR.CUMMINGS,PUT THESE N
LICENSE ON SALE LAST SATURDAY JUNE 27TH, AND SOLD THEM SATURDAY,MONDAY " (7 [
AND TUESDAY, AND THAT HE REFUSED TO HAND OUT ANY BLANKS TO BE TAKEN TO AN
SOME OTHER NOTARY PUBLIC,UNTIL YESTERDAY MORNING JULY 1ST. THAT HE WILL,7 - ,
NOT GIVE MORE THAN ONE BLANK TO ANY ONE APPLICANT, AND [F THEY REFUSE W ;
TO ALLOW HIM TO DO THEIR NOTARY WORK AND PAY HIM FIFTY CENTS, HE ACTS Akw*V
VERY SULLEN, AND THAT HE REFUSES TO GIVE THEM ONE OF THE BOOKS OR HOLDERS /™
UNLESS THEY PAY HIM FIFTEEN CENTS FOR IT. HE MAKES THE STATEMENT THAT g
THESE BOCUKS ARE NOT FURNISHED FREE, AND THAT THEY COST HIM SIX CENTS
EACH, AND THAT HE MUST HAVE A PROFIT ON THEM. | CAN GET AFFIDAVITS TO
CO-OBERATE THIS STATEMENT, F CALLED UPON TO DO SO.
I HAVE WRITTEN MR.KING, TWICE FOR A SUPPLY OF THESE BLANKS,AND
HAVE NOT AS MUCH AS BEEN SHOWN THE COURTESY OF A REPLY, AND HAVE NOT
AS MUCH AS RECE[VED A BLANK FOR MY OWN PERSONAL USE. f
NOW AS A NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR MIAMI| COUNTY,KANSAS, | WILL /1/ "
ASK THAT YOU ASSIST ME [N HELPING THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTY TO RELEASE 4 \/54
THEMSELVES FROM THIS GRAFT,AND THAT YOU WILL AT ONCE ORDER MR.KING TO v
SEND ME FIVE HUNDRED OF THE BLANKS AND THE SAME NUMBER OF THE BOOKS, WA
I AM DOING THE NOTARY WORK FREE OF CHARGE TO HELP BUST THIS THING UP. ¥
is soueriiE FEELING IS RUNNING HIGH IN THIS COUNTY, AND UNLESS THERE * kﬁi— " o
S SOMETHING DONE, YOU HAD JUST AS WELL NOT ATTEMPT TO RUN AGAIN,AS i
YOU WILL LOOSE THIS COUNTY BY A BIG VOTE. oy

THANKING YOU IN A : {7 |
Wi, 1 DVANCE FOR THE FAVOR REQUESTED,AND WITH BESTJ(H'fIE

YOURS TRU;LL;%%??;ZZ/éiéiﬁﬁ7‘””ﬁfReﬁg"k““

»

AA
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

July 8, 1931

Honorable James Malone, iLtorney
Topeka, Kansas

senator

2 law,
bilg fault was with 1 8l 'uz'c in not
providing any admi 1 ) m nism. As

a matter of fact, 5 Cc J.,.x.u..nu‘era should
have been designated as the ones to acknow=-
ledge the signatures of the applicants for
drivers'! licenses and I hardly think there

was any necesslty whatever for any notarial
acknowledgement. I apgree with you wholl

in your statement that it .".::. 1110 :al for
Count:y Treasurers to accept extra foes, OI.E
T Al A N L8

this law until another leg ialatura can make
the necessary provisions and emendments,
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I an mighty glad to get your viewpoint
hese matters, Senator, not only besause
ro heads are better than one, but because
* the fact that in this ges fight we need
gbsclutely 1 t 1 the unqualified
port ¢ encouregement of the good citizen=

- 3 - . " A
to ob n the de-

fecl free to write to

. rogards

Sincerely yours,

Harry H. Voodring
Governox
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