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19 February 1953

Mr, 3, E, Palin
Hartford, Kansas

Dear Mr, Paling

Thank you for your recent latter, stating your views on the
proposed construction of the Strawn Dam, I have received
other letters from friends who express the same sentiment
concerning this proposed construction that youset forth in
your letter, and I assure you that I appreciate receiving thez,

In my remarks at Independence last week, I attempted to stress
the fact that because of the many other factors involved, such
as industrial areas and population, much grester opposition had
been e xpressed to the proposed consiruction of the Tuttle Creek
Dam than had been expressed to the proposed construction of
projects in the Neosho River Basin, It was not my intention
to convey the idea that there was no oprosition to the con-
struction of the latter reservoirs, because indeed I had no
knowledge with reference thereto, At that meeting, I made
only two positive statements, to wit:

(1) The Kaw River Basin Engineering report would pertain only
to the Kaw River Basin and no other,

(2) My position with reference to large dams was the same as it
has always been "I favor them if they are worth while and practie

cal for flood protection =-- and I oppose them as a waste of money

if they are not practical for such purposes,"
Thanking you for your interest, and with every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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19 Pebruary 1953

Miss Mildred Christy
Hartford, Kansas

Dear Miss Christy:

Thank you for your recent lstter, stating your views on the
proposed construction of the Strawn Dam, I have received
other letters from friends vho express the same sentiment
concerning this proposed construction that you set forth in
your letter, and I assure you that I appreciate receiving them,

In my remarks at Independence last week, I attempted to stress
the faet that because of the many other factors involved, such
as industrial aress and population, much greater opposition had
been expressed to the proposed construction of the Tuttle Creek
Dam than had been expressed to the proposed construction of
projects in the Neosho River Basin, It was not my intention
to convey the idea that there was no opposition to the cone
struction of the latter reservoirs, bedause indeed I had no
knowledge with reference thereto, At that meeting, I nade
only two positive statements, to wit:

(1) The Kaw RiverBasin Engineering report would pertain only
to the Kaw River Basin and no other,

(2) My position with reference to large doms was the same as it
hes slways been "I favor them if they are warth while and practi=
cal for flood protection -=- and I oppose them as a waste of money
if they are not practical for such purposes,"

Thanking you for your interest, and with e very good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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26 February 1953

Mrs. Fred R. Schaefer
Hartforé, Kansas

Dear Mrs. Schaefer:

I want to thank you for your card regarding the
Strawn Dam. I did not mean to create the impression
by my statement that there was no opposition to the
building of the Strawn Dam, but rather I meant to
convey the idea that in relative numbers of industry
and population, there had not been as strong opposi-
tion as there had been to the Tuttle Creek Dam.

1 trust this will clarify the situation, and it is
hoped that the independent survey just completed of
the Kansas River Basin will help to solve our problem
of flood prevention and control.

Thanking you for your interest and with every good
wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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26 February 1953

Reverend Frank H. Ebright
The Methodist Church
Hartford, Kansas

Dear Reverend Ebright:

Many thanks for your understanding letter of Feb-
ruary 17th. I, too, believe that the result of the
independent survey will contribute toward an answer
to the flood prevention problem, which is so vital
to all of us.

Regarding my statement concerning the Strawn Dam, I
did not mean that there was no opposition to it,
only that because of industries affected and popu-
lation, for instance, there had not been the protest
that there had been with regard to Tuttle Creek.

However, as you say, it has aroused the deep feeling
existent with the people in that area and it is to
be hoped that a final solution will be found for our
problem.

It was a pleasure to hear from you, and with every
good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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Februrary 27, 1953

Mr., and Mrs. Connie O'Connor
Route 1
Hartford, Kansas

Dear Mr. and Mrs. O'Connor:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning your
opposition to the building of large dams, and in particular
reference to the Strawn Dam.

I am indeed sorry that the impression was made that
there was no opposition to the Strawn Dam. .. the thought I
meant to convey was that in view of the large number of
industries and population inveolved in the Kaw River Basin,
there was not as much opposition to the Strawn Dam as there
was to the Tuttle Creek Dam. The survey made was in
relation to the Kaw Basin only, and it necessarily follows
that many of the conclusions reached in that regard would
apply to other large dam construction. I firmly believe
that the survey was a step in the right direction and a
contribution to the final analysis of whether or not large
dams would give us a realistic control and prevention.

Thanking you for writing and with every good wish,

Iam

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR

EF A:emr
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February 27, 1953

Mrs, J. T. Cunningham
Hartford, Kansas

Dear Mrs. Cunningham:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning your
opposition to the building of large dams, and in particular
reference to the Strawn Dam.,

I am indeed sorry that the impression was made that
there was no opposition to the Strawn Dam. ..the though I
meant to convey was that in view of the large number of
industries and population involved in the Kaw River Basin,
there was not as much opposition to the Strawp Dam as
there was to the Tuttle Creek Dam. The survey made was
in relation to the Kaw Basin only, and it necessarily follows
that many of the couclusions reached in that regard would
apply to other large dam construction, I firmiy believe
that the survey was a siep in the right direction and a
contribution to the final analysis of whether or not large
dams would give us a realistic control and prevention.

Thanking you for writing and with every good wish,

Iam

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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27 February 1953

Mrs. 2. B. Ponkoskie
Route 1

Hartford, Kansas
Dear Mrs. Ponkoskie:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning your
opposition te the building of large dams, and in
particular reference to the Strawn Dam.

1 am indeed sorry that the impression was made
that there was no opposition to the Strawn Dam...
the thought I meant to convey was that in view

of the large number of industries and population
involved in the Kaw River Basin, there was not as
much opposition to the Strawn Dam as there was to
the Tuttle Creek Dam. The survey made was in rela-
tion to the Kaw Basin only, and it necessarily
follows that many of the conclusions reached in
that regard would apply to other large dam con-
struction. I firmly believe that the survey was
a step in the right direction and a contribution
to the final analysis of whether or not large dams
would give us a realistic contxl and prevention.

Thanking you for writing, and with every good wish,
1 am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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4 March 1953

Mrs. Edith Monfort, Sec'y.
Kansas Watersheds Association
Reading, Kansas

Dear Mrs. Monfort:
Thanks so much for your letter of February 25th, and

for the attached copy of the policy resolution adopted
at your meeting on February 23rd,

I note your mention of the people from the ares of the
_Strawn and Toronto dams. I am afraid there was some
misunderstanding concerning my statements in regard

to this area. I did not mean to convey the impression
that there was no opposition....but that in view of the
industries and large number of population, there had
been more voiced opposition to Tuttle Creek than others,
I have received a number of letters from these good
people, and in each case have tried to explain to them
the intent of my statements.

I am most happy to have your resolution on file, and
appreciate your splendid cooperation.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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THE KANSAS WATERSHEDS ASSOCIATION, INC,

POLICY STATEMENT of Kansas ‘/atersheds association in session
Monday, February 23, 1953.

The Kansas 'Jatersheds association, pursuant to its policy of
seeking to find the best answers to the problems of water scarcity
and excess and promote a sound program for Kansas, adopts the
following resolution:

(1). That our major purpose continues to be to unite the people
of the state of Kansas behind & sound water-land use planning,
and we feel that a contribution has been made by the recent state
Kansas River Basin Survey and Missouri Basin Survey reports;

(2)e That we welcome the Kansas Basin Survey report in its pre=
liminary Sorm and await the final statement;

(3)« That we approve the selection of the engineers made by
Governor Jrn and the Kansas Industrial Developments Comuission,
recognizing them to be men of highest professional standing and
integrity;

(4), That it is our hope that the independent survey program,
having made a real contribution to the Kansas River Basin, can
be ex%ended to the entire state;

(5)., That Kansas is now challenged to adopt a program, beneficial
above cost, and that will fit into national policy and contribute
to the evolution of national poljiey;

(61. That the immediate task is to secure passage of the proposed
watershed district law to enable the people of Kansas to secure
protection against floods and promote greater use and control of
water and conservation of our topsoil,
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February 3, 1954

Hon. Joseph M. Dodge
Director of the Budget
Executive Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Dodge:

1 know you have a great many problems with reference to appro-
priations for dam construction and many other items. MNauny of
these requests come from Kensas and 1 readily agree that there
is considerable doubt as to the advisability of at least one
of the proposals here in this state. However, 1 am somewhat
familiar with the construction of the proposed Toronto Dam
where the drainage area involved is much smaliel”, Where Chere
is a faster run-off and which is condueive to proper siream
control through the comstruction of a reserveir. From Lhe
information which I have been able to obtain, Lhis project

is sound from an engineering standpoint, and I am certain thet
the benefits derived from this project in both wet and dry years
far exceed the cost involved.

1 sincerely hope your department will be able to assist our
Kansas Senators and Congressmen in having this item inecluded
in the national budget.

With every good wish, 1 am

Respectfully,

EFA:mh Governor
co -
J. A. Lyon, President
Verdigris Valley Conseyvation
& Flood Control Ass'n
Fredonia, Kansas
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VERDIGRIS VALLEY CONSERVATION
AND FLOOD CONTROL ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATED WITH
MISSOURI-ARKANSAS BASINS FLOOD CONTROL ASS'N

Fredenia, Kansas
February 1, 1954

The Henerable Edward F. Arn
Governor of the State of Kansas
State Capitol Building

Topeka, Kansas

Dear Gevernort

In regard to our telephone conversation about our
Toronto I project, as you may know Senators Carlscn
and Schoeppel and our ird District Congressman,
George have upon n rous occasions appeared before the
Director of the Budget, Joseph M. Dodge, requesting an

appropriation for the construction of the Toronteo Dam.

I am sure if you would write Mr. Dodge giving this
I ject your approval and coming from the Governor of
this state will be indeed he ul As stated, Mr. Dodge
haes promised an appropriation in the forthcoming supple-
mental budget to Congressman Myron George.

As the ratio and costs of benefits to this project
is ever mounting in both wet and dry years, the feasi-
bility for the construction of this dam is beyond ques-—
tion of doubt.

The people of southeastern Kansas will indeed ap-—
preciate this special favor and courtesy at this time.
liay I, as president of the Verdigris Valley Conservation

Flood Association, take .s opportunity to thank
you in advance for this very specizl faver.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT B & C E |
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET f

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

My dear Governor Arn:

Thank you for your letter of February 3, 1954, concerning
an appropriation for the initiation of construction of Toronto
Dam, Kansas.

In furtherance of the policies of this administration, the
President recommended the starting or resumption of a limited
number of civil works projects in the 1955 budget. The current
stringent fiscal situation necessitated the establishment of
strict criteria to govern the selection of these projects. Un-
fortunately, Toronto Dam was one of the projects which did not
meet these criteria and could not be included at that time.

We appreciate having the benefits of your views on this
project and you may be assured that full consideration will
again be given to the project at a later date in the light of
the then prevailing fiscal situation.

Sincerely yours,

St d Wedd

Deputy Director

Honorable Edward F. Arn
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

ly dear Governor Arni

Thank you for your letter of February 2, 1954, concernming
an appropriation for the initiation of consiruction of Toremte
Dam, Kansas.

In furtherance of the policies of this administration, the
President recommended the starting or résumption of a linmited
number of civil works projects in the 1555 budget. The current
stringent fiscal situation necessitated the establishment of
strict criteria to govern the selection of these projects. Un-
fortunately, Toronto Dam was one of the projects which did not
meet these criteria and could not be included at that time.

e sppreciate having the benefits of your views on this
project and you may be assured that full consideration will

again be given to the project at a later date in the light of
the n prevailing fiseal situation.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Rowland Hughes

Deputy Director

Honorable lidward F. Arn
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas
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March 12, 1954

Mr. W. E. Marshall, Chairman
Greenwood County Soil Conservation District
Eureka. Kansas

Dear Mr. Marshall:

Your letter of March S5th in regard to the resolution
opposing the Toronto Dam has been received, but as
Governor Arn is out of the office at this time it will
be held for his attention on his return.

Very truly yours,

Personal Secretary
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GREENWOOD COUNTY
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
EUREKA, KANSAS

Maroh 5, 1954

Governor Edward Fe Arn
Stete House
Topeke, Eansas
Ret Resclution Opposing
The Toronto Dam

Dear Sirs

The Supervisors of the Greenwood County Soil
Conservetion “istrict were instructed by the District
Cooperators at their annuel meeting, held February 8,
1954, at Eureks, Kanses, to draft a statement in
opposition to the proposed Toronto Dem on the Vergidris
River,

The enormously wasteful emount of $45.00 per acre,
or $28,800 per square mile, was suthorized by Congress
in 1941, to cateh run=-off weter in four Corps of “ngineer
dems in the Vergidris River wvalley in Kensase The totel
amount authorized was $68,199,500 to retard run-off water
from 2368 square miles of dreinage area, One of the dams,
Fall River, has been built; and efforts are being made to
secure approprietions to start the Toronto Dam.

This high sum of neerly $30,000 per square mile does
nothing toward protecting the great upland dreinage ares,
or the good bottom land upstresm from the big reservourss
Fully 95 per cent of the area will not be benefitted.

The people of the Greenwood County Soil Conservetion
Distriot feel that the first efforts should be directed
toward stopping as much water es possible where it falls
on the land; eand that the second step is to provide
water and flood reduction in ravines and amall c reeks
near the headweters; which will benefit both upstream
end downstreem interestse

The Greenwood County Soil Conservation District

SOIL CONSERVATION

i, 3

SAVES YOUR
BREADBASRET

endorses the Hope-Aiken bill, and hopes to me it
enacted without amendments that will render it un=
workeble and ineffective. This is the first step
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