Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Governor Edward Arn, correspondencefiles, box 58
Section 30, Pages 871 - 900

These folders contain correspondence subject files with Governor Arn, the thirty-second governor of Kansas,
serving from January 8, 1951 to January 10, 1955. Some subjects included are flood, flood control and the
disaster relief committee. Starting on July 13, 1951, one of the most costly floodsin Kansas' history swept down
the Kansas River valley into the Missouri River basin. The Kansas River valley had flooded before but not with
this magnitude and damage. During the period of July 9-13, some areas in the Kansas River basin received 18.5
inches of rain. The eastern half of the basin averaged 8 inches. T

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1951-1955 : Arn)

Date: January 1951-January 1955

Callnumber: Governor's Office, Governor Edward Arn, Correspondence Files, Subject Files Box 58
KSHS Identifier: DaRT I1D: 310000

Item Identifier: 310000

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310000

www.kansasmemory.org/item/310000
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/310000

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Edward Arn, correspondencefiles, box 58

22 October 1952

Mr. Wesley Biegert
Route 1
Junction City, Kansas

Dear Mr, Biegert:

Governor Arn is al present out of the city, but asked that ]
reply to your recent letter to him concerning our flood control
problem here in Kansas,

You ask about the dams on Lyon and Clark Creeks. These dams are
very tentative right now and are a part of proposed revisions
in the plans of the Army Engineers for the Kansas River Basin.
They have no status at the present time and there is no immedi-
ate prospect of their construction.

I am sure I can safely say that Governor Arn would agree with
you in your statement that the place to stop the waler is where
it falls and has always advocated a program of water conserva-
tion and watershed treatment. It may be that some of the karger
dams are needed; but where they are, they should be of the dry
dam type and not for power. The flat plains country of kansas
is not cunducive to power and the intermittent flow of our
streams is certainly not conducive to navigation.

The difficulty is that the Federal agencies, the Corps of Army
Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and the Soil Conservation Di-
vision of the U. S. Department of Agriculture are guing off in
three different directions and with three separate plans.,
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The Governcr has discussed this proposition before in testify-
ing before Congress and in statements before the Missouri River
Basin Agency and on many other occasions —-- that our dire need
was the coordination on a Federal level of all of these agencies
which have the engineering knowledge of the whole picture. It
seems that by putting their knowledge together and using some
coordination, they could come up with an overall, comprehensive
flood control plan.

Governor Arn has stated many times that such a plan should em-
brace a definite program of watershed treatment and soil con-
servation and perhaps where absolutely necessary, the larger
dry dam type. The construction of dikes and levees, particu-
larly in urban ar=as, should be given some attention,

You of course know the Governor has requested an independent
survey of the Kaw Valley flood cuntrol problem, and it is to
be hoped that out of tnese facts some solution will be found
which will be of the most bemefit to the most people.

1 do not know if 1 have answered your questions fully or mot,
but the outline set forth above is in accord wiih the thinking
of Guverncr Arn.

This office appreciates your interest in this vital problem,
and if you have further ideas and suggestions, we would be
mosSt happy to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Ed Chapman, Jr.
Sec'y. to the Governor
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Thirteenth Annual Meeting

Zam‘z 2 eclamation
ﬁaaacc’aa’w

Dedicated to the msas Agriculture by

o
Trri; Flood Control

OSBORNE, KANSAS

American Legion Hall

Wlonday, Octoben 7, 1952

2%

Sessions 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
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PROGRAM O.H.8. Vocal Trio and Vocal Sextette
Leland Crapson, director

9:30_ Registration

10:00 coenneenenmennMeeting Called to Order
Dr. E. Porter Ahrens, ident, presiding The Par

ce in Irr

Invocation....... Dr. Howard M. Von Schriltz
Minister, Osborne Methodist Church

Welcome to Osborne Mayor L. W. Staton

lesponse........ 5 Jack Nicholson
Vice-President e Reclamatior ation
. Lincoln

Introduction of Guests and Visitors ct Engineer, U.S, Cory , Kansas City, Mo.

Appointment of Committees Discussion o sereational
v, Pratt, Directo stry, Fi
National Reclamation Report... Paul W. Applegate Comum
Kansas ctor to National Association
1, Denver, Colo

11:00.... ress Attainments on Regional > u f Reclamation,

Reports of Committees
Adjournment M g usiness and Announcements

Luncheon, V.F.W. Hall Adjournment
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From The Kansas Reclamation

Association
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31 (Check the class of serviee desired ;

otherwise this message willbe
sentat the full rate

Cheekghe class of service desired;
othervise this message will be

gentas a full rate telegram
FULL
RATE

LETTER
TELEGRAM

FULL RATE =
TeLEGRAM | | SERIAL

VICTORY
LETTER

SHIP
RADIOGRAM

DAY N'CENT
TALETTER LETIER. |/~ W, P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

CHARGE T0 THE ACCOUNT OF

TIME FILED

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVGC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. 1

Semd the [ollowing message, swbject o the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

TOPEKA, KANSAS

27 October 1952

MRS. ETHYLE R, KERR
1233 PEARCE
WICHITA, KANSAS

HAVE HELD YOUR LETTER CONCERNING INDEPENDENT FLOOD CONIROL SURVEY

REPORT, BUT AS OF THIS DATE THERE ARE NONE AVAILABLE. REGARDING
LAST PARAGRAPH AM FORWARDING COPY OF REPUBLICAN PLATFORM WHICH

EXPRESSES TIHE PARTY'S STAND ON FLOOD CONIROL.

EDWARD F. ARN
GOVERNOR
STATE OF KANSAS
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:™

alnat mistakes or delaya, the sender of o should onder it repeated, that la, amee tor A
unmmlﬂwﬂw Ao rate 1 charged In addition. Unicas ‘Gihermiss indicated on 1ta 1ace, this {3 an unrepeated st A DALA Tot 58 Sich, 10 SoRSIEALIOE WREECar 16 14 Acroed brcwocn
the sender of the message and tols Company as follows.

The Company shill not be lisble for mzmkmm—.mm»m tho transmisalon or dellvery, o for non-dellvery, of any message recelved for tranamisston at theunrepeated-message
rnw mmnrl e sum Tt ave dred dollars; nor for mistakea or delays in the transmission or zll-hms‘ or for non-delivery, of any message Fecelved for trans i the repeated:
O bevord Lhe Sm of e thousand dollars, uniess specially valued: Bor 1o Any ease for delays arising from unavoldable (nterruption In the o working of s ih

2 In any event tho (‘nmpnny shall nnt hﬂl h‘f for damazes Tor mistakes or uu!l?n in zho L:nwul-llon or dellvery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, wh!lhtr caused by
the negligence of {t3 servan ta oF 01l . ual loaa, ot ¢2ceeding i an: and dollars, at Which AmOUN Lhe BeDer Of each mESMUEE Tepresentn that
the message I valied, nle @n:m"\\rr e 1a wiased i weltiog by the scnder thereo 0 Ehe tliae b shEae 13 Tenviered ToF trARemIssIon: and unieta 18 Fepeatid-Taesage Fate 14 pald of
agreed 1o be paid, and an additional charge equal to 0De-teath of one per ccal P Tha amount by which sach valuation shall exceed Bve {botsand doliars

2. The Company I3 hereby made the agent of the sender, without 'i!:.hll!w. to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach ita destination,

4. Toxeert s otherntse ndiested {1 conncction with tho lating of Iadividual placestn the fled tariTuot the Company, the amount, paid for the transmission of  domestlo csisgram
ar an Indoming tabie oF Fadio Tesage coversita delivery within the following limits: In cllicalor iow ot 5,400 or more inhabitanta whero (e Company had an office which
R g ey a mot aperased L iirougi the agency of s rallroa paay, within two miles cfany opes maln of branch offes of the Coppany: I s O 5,000 O
lI\ﬁrP fnhabitants where, shown by the Mr(l tarifl: he Col o the Bervice 18 lnr[crmou throl he agency of a rafiroad company. within one mile of the telesra; h office;
cities or towns of 148 than 5,000 in! lll 8 in nh!rh ln Dlﬂt‘cn the ( lbm(hulu J located, withl we-hall o h. ol the telegraph omcee. I|l‘ Otlﬂ the §im I'l '!bnw‘ specified the mpany
oo dertake to muke deilvery, but wille r to arrange for delivery as 'Mnfm nil\n ‘sender, with t that the ietion of uey sdaitlonel
charge from essee and agres [‘.} sueh \(id\”Oﬂ!] :I‘mrﬂn ititis llﬂl cnll from the ac dresste. ‘There will be no uldmona! rlmrgc for i!t‘\l\':l’l(’!l h ade by ephone within
R e i1a af s €ity or town [ which an oMce of the Company |

5. Mo responsiblity attaches to this Company conrerning memages untll the ssme are accepted at ooe of ita tranamitting ofices; and If & message 1o scat to such ofmcs by one of
the Cnm y'8 measengers, he acts for that purposc a3 the agent of the seader.

The Company willnot be llale for das ﬂamn(mon tutory penalties In the case of any message except an intrastate message In Texas whete the cl ot presented In writlog
to the Combahy Witk Sty days nfter the els fiad with the Compuny for transmi imislon, nd {0 the case of an Intrastate message In Texas the Company ikl mok L iaile foF Aheag
orsiatutory A alticn wherd tBE claim 18 not ‘bresentod 1n wHLIDE (o the within Binety-five days after e cause of action, If any. m-lln:-uw:mm oMo, however, Lhat helther

conditlons shall apply Lo clalms for dumages or overcharges w i Tt Darviow of Sectlon 416 01 the CommuURIEAtions At

7 It Ia ageeed that In any action by the Company to Fecover the tolla for any meSIARS OF messages the Prompt and correct transmission and dellvery thereof shall be presumed,
mb:eet o nbuuul by competent &
peclal terma governing lhe lmumn-um of messages according Lo their classes, as enumersted below, shall spply to messages In each of such respective classes ln addition
toall (b toepdiag Tertas:
9. Noemployee of the Company is authorized to vary the loregolng.

1042 CLASSES OF SERVICE

DOMESTIC SERVICES INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

FULL RATE (FR

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS ertice at full rates. May be written In any language that can be
A full rate expedited service. expressed in Roman letters, of In secret language. A minimum charge for § wor pplles.

LETTER TELEGRAM (LT}
DAY LETTERS Overnight plain language messazes, Minimum eharge for 22 words applies.
A deterred service at lower than the full rate
VICTORY LETTER TELEGRAM (VLT)

" plaln language messag F 3 . Minim @
iALS ln':s‘;:‘.‘:ﬂ_::p(|.-< ngusge messages to armed forces overseas. Minimum charge for
Messages sent 1o sections during the same day.

SHIP RADIOGRAM

NIGHT LETTERS iee 1o und from ships at sea. Plaln or secret language may be used. Minimum
—_— e 5 words applles.

Accepted up to 2 AL for dellvery not earlicr than the following morning st rates
substantially lower than the full rate telegram or QAY letter rates.
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WICHITA
WHOLESALE FLORISTS
& oty el Floevary

Wichits 2, Kansas
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1 October

Ethyle R, Kerr
1233 Pearce
Wichita, Kansas

Dear Mrs, Kerr:

Thank you for your letter of September 23 to Governor Arn
concerning our flood cuntrol problem. As you perhaps know,
he is out of the office this week on a campaign caravan
spunsored by the Sixth District Hepublican organization,
and I am Lherefore Laking the liberty of answering.

Your letter indicates that you and your neigabors have cer-
tainly given this problem much consideration and thought and
your conclusions in many instances are in agreement with this
office. l(lowever, the reason Governor Arn requested an inde-
pendent survey of the watersheds in Kansas was to arrive at
an overall picture of the situation, which up to now at least
has not been clear,

You of course are aware of the three federal agencies, each
with its own Corps of Engineers; eich with its own idea about
the proper handling of run-off water and each in frequent
conflict with the other, Since this situation does exist,
and since the problem varies in each of the watersheds in
Kansas, Governor Arn's suggestion that an independent, un=
biased engineering study be made should produce comprehen-
sive facts and figures with which to view the problem. You
realize, 1 am sure, that interdepartmental jealousy has led
to repeated conflict within these various agencies and there-
fore it seems necessary to endeavor to find the facts.

]
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I believe 1 can state of a certainty that Governor Arn has no
intention of "playing politics” with farms which have been in
the same family for over eighty years: nor is there any in-
tention of impeding a sound program for flood comtrel or land
and water use, 1 am equally certain that he is honest in his
intent to find out more about the problem from a reliable, in-
dependent end technically sound source.

Again let me congratulate you for your great interest in this
problem, and it is to be hoped that results of the survey will
be beneficial to all concerned,

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Ed Chapman, Jr,
Sec'y. to the Governor
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October 31, 1952

Miss Marie Dunham
842 South Pershing St.,
Wichita 17, Kansas.

Dear Mlss Dunham:

Your letter of October 27, 1952, to Governor
Edward F. Arn, has been referred to me for reply
because of his absence from the office at this
time.

As you perhaps know, the relief given to the
farmers after our disastrous floods of 1951,

was handled primarily by the Production Marketing
Association, this being one of the federal
agencies. I have been informed that the Secretary
of the Dickinson County P. M. A. office is

Ruth M. Wilson, 118 N. W. Second Street, Box 153,
Abilene, Kansas, Telephone No. 88. I would suggest
that you or your father, Mr. E. C. Dunham, seek
information from Miss Wilson.

I wvas also advised that there is a County Committee
in each county for the Production Marketing
Assoclation, the Chairman of the Dickinson County
being Thomas N. Lorson, Hope, Kansas. The other
members are Mr. Wes Staatz, Route 1, Junetion City,
and Mr. Phillip D. Schwarz, Solomon, Kansas, It

is quite possible these individuals will be able to
offer your father the asslistance which you request.

The State Headquarters for the P, M. A, 1s located
in Manhattan, Kansas, the Chairman being Mr.
Wendell Beecraft, 1122 Moro Street, Manhattan.

I would suggest that you or your father contact
the above mentioned individuals for the assistance
whlch you desire in this matter.

Happy to be of service to you, I remain

Yours very truly,

WALTER R. GAGE, JR.,
Asslistant Secretary.
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SAVE THE SOIL AND You SAvE THE CiTiES
Winkler Kans
Nevember 3, 1962

Gov. Arn
Topuka Kensas

Derr Gov. Arn:

We are enclesing a copy "What Will Heppen te Waconda Springs?", Kansas Farmer
Wevw. 1, 1952 We wenda= "W ‘s happening to Kensss?". We have a copv of
the Corp of Engineers map Dec. 1952 showing 118 dams in the Kansas River Baeir
34 are majn™ reserviors, besdies 10 major reserviors and other sdditienal units
in the Mareis des Cygne basin.

Would veu prefer to be Governor of a State of Kansas that is known as the brasd
besket of the nation or te be Gevernor of a State of Kansas with marn made mud
holes? Kansas didn't become one of the rankimg4B stetes by having her best land
and sclid commbnities used =r storage basins.

Have you no Kansas pride, why do you wish to be eur Geverner if you do not care
fer the Stete. Plesss do not be its Governor only to-destroytit.

Very truly

Al b Nt/
Mrs. Otto lialler Jr

N
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Mrs. Otto Haller, Jr.

Wink (ansas

Dear Mrs. Haller:

I am indeed sorr the delay in answering your
recent letter, bu you may well imagine, there
was quite an ace ation of cerrespondence waiting
for me upon my retura to the office alter the elec—

tion.

1 am sure 1 love this state as much as all the other
citizens living here and I have done and am doing ail
in my power to develop a workable solution to our
water problems. Toward that end, cf course, 1 ap-
poited the special survey commiitee to make a study
of our problems and it is tc be hoped that from

heir report will be derived help c¢n this matter.

1 appreciate your writing me, and with every good wish,
1 am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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I, Complete in Duplicate
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What Will Happen to Waconda Spring?

Originally filed in (name or record group, series, box no., folder title, etc.):
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14 November 1952

Miss Bertha Dennett
Kellington, Kunsas

Dear Miss Denneti:

Thanks so much for your note of congratulations. I
really du appreciate your writin g.

1 also appreciate having your suggestion for a solu-
tion to our water problems, and assure you it will
be given consideration.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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Wellington,Kansas, 405 W.Harvey,l vember 11,1952
Governor Arn
Topeka,Kansas
Dear Sir,
Congratulations on the result of the election.
I @ writing to protest against taking good farm land to make dams for

flood control.In a few years they will fill up with silt,

You might write to Mr,Lynn Burris who heas charge of the parks in this eity

and ask about the silt that has accumulated in the smal one of the
city parks.

I suggest what I think is a better plan,Bave each farmer make a dam accord
ing to the number of acres hef farmsjalso have him put a certain part of his

farm in grass.] think a reduction should be made in his taxes for these
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17 November 1952

Mr. N. T, Veatch

Black & Veatch

4706 Broadway

Kansas City £, Missouri

Dear Mr, Veatch:

Thank you for your recent letter t¢ Governor Arn,
which I wish to acknowledge in his absence. This
will be called to his attention upon returning to
the office.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Ed Chapman, Jr,.
Sec'y. tu the Guvernor
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BLACK & VEATCH

CONSULTING ENGINEERS TEL. WESTPORT 7474

4706 BROADWAY
KANSAS CITY 2 MISSOURI

November 10, 1952

The Honorable Edward F. Arn
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Governor Arn:

I have your letter of the 7th regarding the Kansas River Flood Protection
Survey and assure you that my associates and I are heartily in ac-

cord with the ideas you have expressed regarding the need of finding

a practical answer. I also feel sure that we all are quite confident of, o

being able to obtain such an answer. gt s f LS
g 8 o A /{,// !
/ gy 2

I am writing the other members of the buard"ju.u;.y regarding the pos-

sibility of meeting with you on December l. il am certain that unless
something makes it absolutely impossible all of us will welcome the
opportunity of contact with you. I am particularly hopeful that out of
this conference may come at least some pattern of what might be the
measures of practicability from the political standpoint.

It nice of you to write us and I hope you will continue to give us any
ideas you may have as the work progresses.

Sincerely yours,

Y1 AU ol

N. T. Veatch
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17 November 1952

Mr. Dick Graham, Executive Sec'y.
Oklanoma State Medical Association
1227 Classen

Oklahoma City 3, Oklahoma

Dear Mr, Graham:

Thank you for your letter to Governor Arn, which I
am taking the liberty of acknowledging in his ab-
sence. 1 am sure 1 express his appreciation for
your kind congratulations and the other matter dis-

cussed in your letter will be called to the Govermor's
attention upon his return to the office.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Ed Chapman, Jr.
Sec'y. to the Governor
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ALFRED R. SUGG, M.D. JOHN E. McDONALD, M.D. LEWIS J. MOORMAN, M.D.
i 2 i NT-ELECT SECRETARY-TREASURER
TULSA OKLAHOMA CITY

The Oblatoma Slate Medical Aidacialion % }‘\q‘l\

1227 CLASSEN \
OKLAHOMA CITY 3. OKLAHOMA

DICK GRAHMAM - cxc ’ RETARY vember 10, 1952 JOHN HART . AsSOCIATE EXECUTIVE SECRETART

Goverr 1
ecutive Mansion
lopeka, Kansas

Dear

Senate is mext! N\
N

\

vondering, since

know his di t, if there were any implications in I defeat with regard to

ith you a few
months ) on is same subject ¢ he ext to whict promotion of big dar
reacting i 3 imental manner to the public servants i <lahoma who had been ad-
vocatin 3 T of flood contro ason for because I was

circumstances.

Lt ars of ex-
perie 1x he & ; 16 i ¢ Take
my advice and stay awa, rom 2 E 3 wi > you in the
back and even the Kansas

if you can find the time you would visit with Mr.
Daily © 1 ¥ has spc rather extensively in Kansas
and who ¢ t know him and s background are per-

that 1 not only an authority ir nis field, bu

he economic t ter of the mid-central

) = L Mr. Peterson is
sticking into K B 3 business, ould like to tell you
Peterson is € 2 wany Co dsborg, one of
those outst 2
for funds, 3 ime the managing of ichita Eagle
Allen's ¢ rat ete en he e . .ion to the above,
Peterson

son's interest
ortunity to
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