Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Governor Edward Arn, correspondencefiles, box 57
Section 11, Pages 301 - 330

These folders contain correspondence subject files with Governor Arn, the thirty-second governor of Kansas,
serving from January 8, 1951 to January 10, 1955. Subjectsin this box include floods, federal assistance,
domestic emergency assistance and situation report, and Fort Hays State College. Starting on July 13, 1951, one
of the most costly floodsin Kansas' history swept down the Kansas River valley into the Missouri River basin.
The Kansas River valley had flooded before but not with this magnitude and damage. During the period of July

9-13, some areas in the Kansas River basin received 18.5 inches of rain. The eastern half of the basin averaged 8
inches.

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1951-1955 : Arn)

Date: September 1951-January 1955

Callnumber: Governor's Office, Governor Edward Arn, Correspondence Files, Subject Files Box 57
KSHS Identifier: DaRT 1D: 309999

Item Identifier: 309999

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309999

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309999
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/309999

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Edward Arn, correspondencefiles, box 57

Kirwin Kans .

Nov 1,51 .

Governor Sdward F Arn,
Topeka Kans.

Dear Governor.

I attended a meeting at Colby Tuesday of this week, and heard what
the people of western Kans thinks of soil conservation , and after
reading what was eaid at topeka , it seems to me that it is almoet
100 % in favor of water and soil conservation ,

As vou know at the closing minutes ot the last Cungress , a rider
wag put on to the supplemental epppoation bill , and setiled imn
conference after it was refused in the house , to allow$Z,500,000
to start the Kirwin dam , and according to Senator Poage it was the
only new project started,

T am appealing to you for the people ot this territory io take this
up with the Presideal, asking him no¥ to sighn this uill untill thie
Committee makes it repert .

The sub committee took regular action on this approation the first of
October and said they would not act on it untill they had an oppor=
tunity to etudy the situation .

We have never had a hearing on this project , but the committee prm =
miged us that we would get one in January , or as soon as theay were
ready to take testimony ? the heclamation Buream, the Army , and the
dept of Interior testified, and am sure they did not prewent our sdde
of the picture .

I am sure you have heard of the shipple ditch at Skdina ,the cost per
scre was $ 4,00 the amount they allowed to start tnis project was suffi=
cient to spend practicaly $3,00 per acre on the entire watershed for

the ¥irwin dam , and you know , ond I know the land flattens out pretty
pretty fast as you go west from here » it seems to me that would jebt
about take care of the expel of caring for the entire acreage s

just think how many people would get benefited from the money spent,

end it would keep those hundreds of tons of good topsoil where it belong
will slit

e : by Sy e
instedd of letting &t pile up here in a pond which they admit

full in fifty vears .

This project will put ahout fifty farm familys out of their homes, the
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land ir gene forever, you cant create any more , it figures out that ,
that many familys will moove to town , ei they go someplace
else and buy & farm , that fellow must find a home ,

T heppen to be one of the Co Commicsioners , and we fellows have figured
whet a saving Co would have had, if the land weet had been properly
cared for , we lost thirty two bridges , some large, others smaller , roads
fences and crops , all is lest , and m st bte replaced by taxation , and it
could happen again in a year, all i} dam would protect would be ‘gelow 5
and the less we and all the people from here west would be repeated, as we
nor the ones west will ever get any protection from this dam .

We all agree that we must have flond protection, and new, but lets spend this
money where it will do all the people some gond,it dosent take a Vcr}'*sm&rt
person to see that if good sonservation practices are followed , the top sdil
retained, we will have more production .

Conservation practices are beyond the experimental stages, it has been proven
in Oklahoma, Neb and Kans , and if this project could be held up untill

this report is studied, and the various committees have 1.i:n_e to tn'j.nk it
out it will never be built , as this conservation movement is growing very
rapidly, T think the Bolitions that are fighting it will be on the wrong
side of the fence soon .

The people at GColhy were sure appealing to that Committee for protection
from the big dams , I am asking vou again to give this consideration , 2nd
take it up with the President to hold this approation up for investigatdn,
he is the only person that has the power now to do it .

Very respectfully . jood

T,HyHickman .
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Mr. Glee §

Wildgen an .aw Firm

;..'i_-\-.__:,-. I { 1i Dank Buil Ly

Larn
My Dear 5i

This is in veply to your recent request for information
concerning funds available for the reliei of flood vietims.

I regret to inform you that as of this time there are no
funds available for the rposes which you set out in your letter,
as I unde 1 it. e only funds available for flood rehabilita-
tion through this office, atl the present, are those available to
various political sub-divisions of the State, such as cities, counties,
townships aad school districts. Even in such cases, the funds are
made available only fior temporary repair and restoration of facili-
ties.

I suggest, however, that in the cases of farmers who suf-
ferred terrific losses, that they contact the local BMA or Farmers
Home Administration Office for such assistance as they may be
able to aiford. Congress failed to make provisions for any other
forms of relief to victims suffering such terrible losses in the recent
devastiating floods.

Hoping to be of service to you, I am

Sincerely yours,

GOVERNOR
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& GE}!GF W. FINNEY MAURICE A, WILDGEN

DECEASED

WILDGEN & SMITH

ATTORNEYS AT Law

First Mational Bank Building
LARNED. KANSAS

November 5, 1951.

rard F. Arn,
nor of the State of
Topeka, Kansas.

Kansas,

Dear Governor Arng

I have had requests for information con-—

cermning the Emergenc und & opriation which
has been set aside for the relief of flood
victims.

We have, in our County,
the river bottom who suff
losses, and I am 3 ring if i your intention
to make some of th mergency Fund available for

such losses.

I would appreciate information fram your
of fice as to how these Emergency Funds are to
able and the provisions and
limitations applicable.

Respeetfully,
e 5 :
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November 7, 1951

Mr. Willis Erler
813 &
1, Missouri

Mr. Erler:

Thank you for your recent letter seiting forth
the losses you suffered in the recent disastrous floods
which struck our state.

I would like to suggest that you contact the near-
est office of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, and

present your problem to them. If may be that they can be
of help to you in obtaining the funds that you need.

Happy to be of service to you, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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nber 7, 1951

Mre Walter T, Prootor
1 North Garth Avenue
Columbia, Miscouri

Dear Mr. Proctor:

Thank you far yvour letter of November 5, 1951, We
do not have available any pamphlets or literature which
would assist you in writing your artiecls on flood control.

1t suggest that you contact the suthorities
cating either of the two respsctive nlans
m to furnish such material as recuesteds
I would be most happy to discuwss the flood contrel
progran with you if you should have occcasion to be in
the Capital eity.

Yours truly,

GOVERNOR
EFAslq
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QFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

14 North Garth Ave.
Columbia, Mo.
Nove..5, 1951

Dear Sir:

I am preparing to write an article about the F£lood
situstion around Kansss City...the lissouri Valley. And
gompare the Pick-Sloazn Act and Missouri Vall Authority
(lIVA) to see which I think would be best » the srea.

I plan to have the article published in the Columbia
Missourian, the St. Louis Post Dispatch, and/or the Kinsas
sity Star.

I would appreciate any information you have on the
subject:

Pamphlets

Personal ideas

Quotes

Sincerely yours,

y Student,
of lissouri
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J(an:iud &afe Cjoﬁz’ge

Manhattan, Kansas
November 9, 1951
President’s Office

Govenor Ldward F. Arn
State House

lopeka, Kansas

i« Miibourn

Director of Public Servi

ice
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Cﬂf &ge

Manhattan NEEICE

James A. McCain

= November 7, 1951

Dear Ed:

We are delighted that you have accepted our invitation to open
the flood forum here on November 27 at 10:00 a.m. with a short address.
The prospects for a successful forun appear much brighter today than
when I talked to you over the telephone. Governor Feterson of
Nebraska has definitely accepted the invitation to serve as a speaker.
He will discuss the Interagency FPlan for the Development of the
Missouri Valley. This morning I received the acceptance of former
Governor leslie Miller of Wyoming to give an address on the recom-
mendations of the task force on natural ources of the Hoover Com=
mission on Reorpanization of the Federal Government. As you know,
he was chairman of this particular task force.

the extent of &
hasize the importance of 5 1 nd acti the i rest
i floods. L cpressed yourself as
r in sympathy with the aim of nsas State College forum--
namely, to give peorple formation t the complex issues involved
in flood control but not to take side ith reference to the many
controversies and conflicting programs in this area.

I am asking Max Milbourn to assemble some information along
these lines that you might wish to refer to or inc porate, in part,
in your remarks.

Between now and November 27 I'll keep you informed as to the
progress of our plans. In approximately two weeks we'll have ready
for distribution a complete program of the two-day forum.

Sincerely yours,

Governor Edward F. Arn
State use
Topeka, Kansas
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'CONSERVATION

MANAGEMENT
DISCUSSION OUTLINE

EXTENSION SERVICE
KANSAS STATE COLLEGE
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C. R. Jaccarn

Extension Economist

ater managem \g}w process of getting
rainfall into the soil where it falls and getting
surplus water into natural drainageways with

the least damage to the soil and crops.

Water management is delivering silt free

water into the main channels

Water management aids in control of soil ero-
sion, reduces flood damage, and increases crop
yvields. A 50 bushel corn crop uses 5 acre inches

of water.

Water management is the most important job
in farming if you want your son to farm the

land you bought.

Water management provides  additional
grou water that your crops need in the dry

season of the year.
Water management supplies a convenient and
plentiful supply of drinking water so necessary

for satisfactory livestock production.

Water management distributes watering facil-
ities ‘over #e grazing land, encouraging more
uniform grazing and resulting in improved

grass cover.

Water management sa time, labor. amd
equipment by controling gullies which make lit-

tle fields out of big on,

Water management eliminates the need for

hauling wa for, or driving livestock to water.

Water management is governed by the topog-
raphy of the land and the type of soil, the crop
rotation to be used, and the type of farming

cted

Water manag reduces e
around the farmstead and makes possi

scaping and farmstead heautification

Water management is the first step in secur-
increased farm income and better family

The Neosho watershed dr 6,285 square
miles in Kansas. This is 4, 00 acres. The
average annual run off measure at different
points on the river is 37,000 acre feet at Marion;

45,000 at Council Grove: 330,000 at Cottonwood

Falls; 830,000 at lola; and 1,757.

Before the Neasho empties into the“Arkansas,

it aceumulates an annual run off of 514 million
acre feet. In April, 1944, the discharge at Par-
sons was 1.244,000 acre feet. These ires show
how fast the water piles up when it gets into
the main channel. It should indicate to those
living on the creeks how much they can do to
prevent floods if they keep as much of the
water that falls o r land out of the chan-
nels. There are over forty creecks and small
branches emptying into the Neosho in Kansas.
Every one of these offers a chance for neighbors
to “gang up” on the flood demon and “do some-
thing about it.” And an act of Congress will not
get these neighbors together. All that is needed
is a desire and a starter. Although data is given

here for the Neosho Grand watershed, planning

can be effective on any watersheW_or, sub-water

shed.
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LOCATION MAP

I you and your neighbors want to talk over this problem
and try to sce what you may be oble to do to "lick” the
Neosho River, here are o few questions that might help you
reach some decisions

. What is conservation?
‘What does water have to do with it?
Who owns the water thot falls on the land?

. Who is responsible for the domage it does?

. What is o watershed?

. What is water management?

. What are the most important water management prac
tices?

. Can we help in flood contral if we hove a water man-
agement program operating on oll the farms on our
creek?

. What are the hindrances to such a program?

How should we stort such o progrom?
What can we do on our own farms without ony outside
help?

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics
ansas State Coflege of Adriculture ond Applied Science
nd the United States Department of Agriculture
Acts of May B and June 30, 1914

Lcowi Director
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November 13, 1951

Mr. John Shackelton
512 North Chestnut
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Shackelton:
Thank you for your recent letter setting

forth your views on a possible solution to the problem of
flood control for our state.

I appreciate your taking the time to inform
me of your suggestions, and you may be assured they

will receive the fullest consideration.

Thanking you for your interest in this matter,

Sincerely yours,

GOVERNOR
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November 27, 1951

Thanking you for yc interest in this mat-
ter which is of such vital concern to all of us, [ am

Sincerely yours,

GOVERNOR
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Mrs, Ada Howard
1105 Miami Avenue
Kansas City, Kansas

Dear Mrzrs, Howard:

Thank you very much for your poems concern-

ing the iloods and the problems it has left us all iacing.

I realize that you must have spent many hours
in composing your most thought-proveoking portrayal of
conditions. You may be assured that the suggestions

you set forth will receive the fullest consideration.

Sincerely yours,
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20 November 1951

Mr. Charles M. Sugar
Treasurer of Wyandotte County
Kansas City 16, Kansas

iy dear Sir:

Thanks very much for your letter of November 15, ad-
vising that the flood relief payroll office for
Wyandotte County has been terminated.

I assure you your cooperation and that which we have
received from other officials of Wyandotte County has
been appreciated.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR

EFA-cr
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CHAS. M. SUGAR

TREASURER OF WYANDOTTE COUNTY

Kansas CiTy 16, Kansas

November 15, 1951

Hon. Governor Edward F. Arn
State House
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Ed:

This is to inform you that the Flood Relief Payroll Office
for Wyandotte County, has terminated effective as of today.

I want to express my appreciation to you and your staff for
your continued co-operation and consideration during this
emergency program. Please accept my sincere thanks.

Yours truly,

Bharlee 5.

CHARLES M. SUGAR

cc: Walter R. Gage
Perl F. Fisher
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S COPIES -- FLODD MEETING, MANMATTAN, NOV, 27, 1951

The 1951 flood loss to the famsers of Kensas was a disaster without precedemt in kénsas,
when 10 to 16-imeh rains fell from July 9 to July 13 om the drasinage arcaes of the Kew, Marais
des Cygmes snd Arkemsas Rivers already saturated by a previous 30 to G0-day rvainfall.

Two and one-half million scres of cropland and 619,000 scres of mon-cropland were indn-
dated on 20,240 farms, more than 500,000 scres of rich bottom land were littered with silt,
sand deposits, debris or otherwise damaged. One survey estimates that wore than 10 of the
rich bottom land flooded is pexrmanently lost for crop uses,

236 farm homes were destroyed, 3,569 were badly damayed, and 14,000 other buildings were
estimated to be destroyed or damaged. Home replacement and repair will cost at least 10 million
dollars.

The total estimated loss to Kansas sgriculture by reason of the 1951 flood will approximate
100 million dollaxs,—-and the total loss of tanyible property in Kamnsas has probably exceeded
one billion dollaxs.

We have relisble evidence that if the stodr center had moved 12 miles west, El Dorado,
Augusta, Winfield and Arksnsas City would have beem ravished by flood waters as were Mashattian,
North Topeka, Lawrence, and other cities im Kansas.

This rempage of nature, so wide-spread in its destrwction, has focused the sttention of
all of us and our neighbors om corrective measures which will prevent = recurrence of the
"Flogd of °*G1".

So date, we have approached our common problem scmewhat hephazardly. Individuslly, a few
have tried to veview all of the aspects of the problem, studying the verious current proposals—
Hissourl Valley Authority, the Pick-Sloan and the soll conservatiom plans. /And them, there

are combinations of these plans. Some of our citizens hove strong opinions sbout a particuler

x
plun. biost of the people feel they haven't emough infomation sbout amy plan upon wiéeh te

base a valid judgment.

Water is one of the natural resources of Kansas, und the only self-reacwing resource we
have, The challenge to the people of Kamsss is to use every mesns we find eppropriate te the
conservation, development end utilization of our water that will meet the needs of agriculture,
industzy amd public health,

Kansas State College, in response to requests f{rom citizens of the state, hes undertakea
to disscainate information on this important subject in order to provide education on the
various complex water mamsgement and flood control ped planms,

Full understanding of all owr public issues is prerequisite to the futuve growth and de-
velopment of our great state, and of democrucy itself,
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