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Dear Mr. Nelson:

nank you for your letter of July 24, concerning

the flood situation along Highway & 8l near Eennington.

1 in doing everything
within m oV to c ¢t r conditions within our state
whicl to cause as 1e to ffer from such disasterous

floods as we have just experienced, and un taking this
1 ith the Hi C 5 8 i Director.

ter u Wlll

madl

e a solution to this problem.,

hanking you for calling this matier to my atten-
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CITY OF BENNINGTON

Bennington, Kansas

July 24, 1951

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

The Honorzble Edward F. Arn
Governor of Kansas

Dear Bir;

Like nearly everyone in Kansas I have flood
trouble also.

My sisters and I swn some farm land at the No-
rth junction of U.S. 81 and K 18, 1 mile West 6f
Bennington, Kansas. During this last flood, water
ran over the highway grade 4 to 6 inches deep for a
distance of not less than 2 miles. In this 2 mile
stretch there are only 2 outlets, one of them cla-
imed to be 7 x 5§ feet and that throws the water
uphill te the Northeast, the othar 2 x 2 feet throws
a small amount to the East.

I feel that we should elither have more outlets
or else high dikes, I am afraid that unless things
change, will not be able to keep tenamits on the job.
I feel that we get a2 lot more water on our land
than some of the other land owners out there, whose
land is lower than ours.

I have talked to a couple of Highway engineers
at Saling, but got no results. I trust you will
be able to give mssome help and will be very glad
to hear from you soon.

Yours very truly
,,{gg 044 ﬁ%{;Afﬂquuz

G. L. Nelson
GLN/be

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309993 ~ Page 152/900
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Governor Edward Arn correspondence, subject files

August 1, 1951

Mr. Harry ¥

Bennington, I

r of July 23, concerning
{ 8l near Bennington.

in doing everything
nditions within our state

» to suffer firom such disasterous

floods as ienced, and 1 am taki this

matter up with the Highway Commissioners and Director.

You may be as 1 that every effort will be made to deter-
r to my atten~
tion, I ren

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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ugust 1, 1951

The Honorable John M. Berkley

Mayor of Be
Bennington, llansas

Berkley:

wank you for your letter of July 24, concerning
situation along Highway i 81 near Bennington.
I am exiremely interested in doing everything
to correct any conditions within our state

terous

within my powe:

which tend to cause anyone to suffer from such disas

floods : ve have just experienced, and I am taking this
mattex with the Highway Commissioners and Director.
You may be assured that every effort will be made to deter-

mine a solution to this problem.

lhanking you for calling this maiter to my atten-

tion, I remain,

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR

EF A:fk
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July 24, 1951

The Honorable Edward F. Arn
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Sir;

Since Highway 81 and K 18 have been built West
of Bennington, we have had a2 continous threat of fl-
ood damage to our city.

Highways K-18 and 81 intersect 1 mile West of
Bennington at this point there is an opening 5 x 7
which unquestionably backs the water uphill on land

lying West of City Limits.

With Sand Creek coming into our city from North
and the overflow from river, which causes % or our
town to flood, 3 times this spring.

1 feel wz*h a very small expense to the State,
openings could be made in both K 18 and 81, which
would greatly improve the flood situation in our
town. This could also greatly relieve our farmers
who own land West and North of 81 and K-18, also
their homes which have been flooded many times since
81 has been constructed, without any serious obje-
ctions to the damage the road has done.

I sincerely hope you will get some action to
correct this unjust situation as guickly as possi-
ble.

Respectfully

ot 1 Ju

John K. Berkley
Mayor of Bennington

Kansas
JMB/be
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August 1, 1951

Dear Mr. Ruperti:
ihank you for your letter of July 24, concerning
the flood situation along Highway # 8l near Benningion.,

1 am extremely interested in doing everything

within my power to correct any conditions within our state
which tend to cause anyone to suffer from such disasterous
floods as we have just experienced, and I am taking this

matter uy he Highway Commissioners and Director.
You may be assured that every effort will be made to deter-

mine a solution to this problem.

LThanking you for calling this matter to my atten-

tion, I remain,

Sincerely,
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August 1, 1951

Miss Bernice Kientza
Rural Route # 5
Manhattan, Kansas

Dear Bernice:

I was very happy to get your letter of July 25, in
which you told me of the terrible condition around your
home as a result of the disasterous floods.

t this time I know of no plans for flood control
which would involve or damage your property in any way,
s0 perhaps you are needlessly alarmed.

You may be assured that everything possible will
be done to help you, your family, and your friends at
this time in your efforts to recover from this devastation.

Thanking you again for letting me know of the con-

ditions of your home, I remain,

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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August 1, 1951

Mr, C. W. Gerdes
Rural Route # 2, Box 6
Mound Valley, Kansas

Dear Mr. Gerdes:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the
matter of flood contrel for our state,

The firsi great problem facing the state at this
tine is the relief and rehabilitation of the thousands of citi-
zens who suffered direct loss in the flood, and the determina-
tion of the ways and means to accomplish this,

Interrelated with this immediate program is the de-
termination of what can be done to prevent another such ter-
rible catastrophe. This is going to take the combined thinking
and sincere efiort of all of us to attain the best possible course
among the highly diverse and complex interests and opinions
over the :tate.

Thanking you for your thoughtful suggestion as to how

to solve this vital problem concerning the welfare of our
state, I remain,

Sincerely
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August 1, 1951

lrs. OLto Johnson

e lirse Johnson:
Thank you far your letter of July 26, 1951, regarding
proposal of the Tuttle Creek Dan Project, as a momns of
flood controle

The _uﬂt _.c:ut yroble eing the state at this time
bilitation of the thousands of citizens
ive ct loss in the flood, anl the determination
| means to accomplish this,

Interrelated with this immediate program is the deter—
I tion of what can be done to jwevent \ll'){utﬁr such terrible
Cuuu.."‘l:ﬂ’."(),th. Tu:LJ going to t: the combined .m.’l‘a‘ and

‘ou for your thoughtful sugrestions as to how
ital problem concerning the welfare of our

Sincerely,

OVERMNOR
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} 1951

CE OF THE GOYERNGR
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Mr. and Mrs, W. M. Johnson

Garrison, Kansas
Dear Mr. and Mrs., Johnson:

Thank you for your letter of July 25, regarding the
matter of flood control for our state.

reat problem facing the state at this time
is the relief and rehabilitation of the thousands of citizens who
suffered direct loss in the flood, and the determination of the

ways and means to accomplish this.

Interrrelated with this immediate program is the
determination of what can be done to vent another such ter-
ible catastrophe, This is going to the combined thinking
and sincere effort of all of us to atta 1e best possible course

among the highly diverse and complex interests and opinions
over the state.

Thanking you for your thoughtful suggestions as to
how to solve this vital problem concerning the welfare of our
state, I remain,

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
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£2nd CCONGRESS
1st Session

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
August 1, 1951

Mr. HENNINGS introduced the following bill; which was read twlce and re-
ferred to the Cormittec on the Judiciary

A BILL

To provide payment for property losses resulting from the 1951 floods

in the States of Kansas, Missouri, and Oklshoma, and for other pur-

BE IT EFACTED BY THE 'E AND HOUSE OF REFE TATIVES OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA I CONGRES3 ASSEMBLED, That this Act may be

eited as the "Flood Claims Act of 1951",

SEC. 2. (a) There is hereby established in the executive branch
of the Govermnment a Flood Claims Commission, hereinafter referred to
as the "Comnission", which shall be composed of five members, appoint-
ed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
Two members of the Commission shall be residents of the flood area
as hereinafter defined, The members of the Commission shall receive
for their services a salary of {50 per day while engaged upon the busi-
ness of the Cormission, and in addition thereto, necessary traveling

expenses in accordance with the standardized government travel re-

gulations, Three members constitute & quorum,
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. 2

(b) The Chairman shall be designated by the President frem
among the membership of the Commission, The Chairman shall excrcise
the exscutive and sdministrative functions of the Commission, including
functions of the Commission with raspect to (1) the appointment and
supervision of perscnnel employed under the Commission, (2) the distri-
bution of business among such personnel and among administrative units
of the Commission, and (3) the use and expenditure of funds: PROVIDED,
That in carrying out any of his functions under this section, the
Chairman shall be guided by the general policies of the Commission
and by such decisions, findings, and determinations as the Commission
by this Act may be authorized to make.

(c) A vacancy in the membership of the Commission shall not impair
the authority of the remaining members to exercise all of its functions.
Vacancies occurring in the membership of the Commission shall be filled
in the ne manner as in the case of the original selection,

SEC, 3. Subject to the civil-service laws and the Classification
Act of 1949, the Commission may provide for the appointment and fixing

of compensatlon and allowance of officers and employeces, and meke such

expenditures as may be necegsary to carry out its functions, Officers

and employees of any other department or egency of the Government may,
with the consent of the hecad of such department or agency, be assign-

ed to assist the Commission in carrying out its functions, The Commissian
may, with the consent of the head of any department or agency of the
Federal Government, the several State governments, or their local

governmenta, utilize the facilities and services of such department
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-3 -
or agency in carrying out the functions of the Commission. The
Commission may, in its discretion, employ the services of insurance
companies and adjusters, appraisers, architects, enginecers, and others
for compensation under contract,

SEC, 4, (a) The Commission may adopt such rules and regulations
as are neccssary for carrying out its functions, and may delegate functions,
powers, and duties to any other department or agency of the Federal
Government, Upon the organization of the Commission, the Commission
shell prepare for distribution, appropriate claim forms with accompany-
ing instructionsj and perform such other functions as are essential to
its work, The Commission shall give public notice of the time when,
the 1limit of the time within which, and the places where, claims may
be filed, which notice shall be given in such manner as the Commission

may prescribe.

(b) Under such rules and regulations as it may prescribe, the

Commission shall have authority to make settlement of claims as herein-
after provided for, All decisions of the Commission shall be final
and conclusive, but it may review any decision for error,

SEC. 5. The Commission shall (1) for the information of the
President and the Congress, survey and determine the oxtent, locatdon,
and character of damagc to property occasioned by the 1951 floods in
the States of Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma declared by the President
to be major disasters under the provisions of Public Law 875, Eighty-
first Congress (herein referred to as "the flood"); (2) on the basis
of its findinge establish a system for the filing and adjudicating of

claims and payments for loss or damage resulting from the flood to
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e
property of any qualified person as hereinafter defined; (3) compensate
to extent hereinafter provided for and within 1imit of funds made

I

available pursuant to section 19 for loss or damage resulbing from the

floed to proporty of any qualificd persoh.

SEC, 6, (a) No claim shell be paid unless approved by the
Commission or its autherized representatives.

(b) A1l claims of any one claimant shall be consolidated end no
claim shall be approved in an aggrogate amount which excceds the cost
of replacing, repairing, or rebuilding such property, less depreciation
at the time of da e, a8 determined by the Commission but in any event
for not more than $1,000,000 for any one claimant: PROVIDED, That be=-
fore making payment for any claim the Commission shall reduce the
approved amount of the claim by the following deductions which shall
be cumuletive: (1) $100 plus 25 per centum of the next $10,000; 50
per centum of the noxt $90,000, and 75 per centum of the remainder;

(2) the value of any prior rchabilitation of such property constitubing
permanent improvements made by the Federal Government and the value of
any prior rehabilitation of such property constituting permanent
improvements made by any State or its politieal subdivision, and not
paid for by the claimant; and (3) the amount of any ingurance or other
indemmity collected or collectible for such loss or damage; and the
er shall be the amount payablec,

Each claim paid shall be accompanied by & certificate showing

of settlement,

SEC, 7. (a) Thc payment authorized in this Act shall be payable

only to qualificd persons having an insurable intcrest as owner,
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e
mortgagee, licnholder, pledgee, or lessce, in such property so lost
or damaged: PROVIDED, That any qualified person who acquired any de-
ceased person's interest in any property cither (1) as heir, devisce,
legatee, or distributee, or (2) as exccutor or administrator of the
estate of any such deccased person for the bencfit of onec or more
heirs, devisces, legatces, or distributecs, all of whom arc qualified
persons, shall be deemed to have had the same interest in such property
during such deceased person's lifetime that such deccased person has
held: FPROVIDED, HOWEVER, That such heirs, devisces, legatcecs, or dis-
tributees shall be limited to tho surviving spousc, child or children
(including a stepchild, adopted child, or an illegitimate child if the
latter was designatod as benefieiary by the deccased person), parent
(including a stepparent, parent by adoption, or person who stood in
loco parentis to the deceased person for a period of not less than one
year), brother, or sister of the deceased person, inecluding those of
the halfblood and those through adoption,

(b) As used in this Act, the term "qualified person" means any
owner of property damaged by the flood including any church or other

religious organization; any partnership, unincorporated association, trust,

or corporation (or, upon dissolution, its duly constituted successor),

tut cxeluding any agency of the Federal Government and sny corporation
wholly owned by the Foderal Government; and cxcluding any State Govern-

ment or political subdivision of a State,
SEC, 8, The classes of property enumerated in this section are
hereby excluded from protection, compensation, or consideration under

this Act, and the Commission shall not make any payment, directly or

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309993 ~ Page 179/900
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

SOCIETY

Kansas Memory KA

Governor Edward Arn correspondence, subject files

z
-0 =

indircectly, on account of loss of or damage to such classes of propertys

(a) Accounts receivable, bills receivable, records, plans,

drawings, formulas, deceds, evidences of debt, securities, bank deposits,
lecturc notcs, unpublished manuscripts, and curiosities.

(b) Other intangible property not specificd in subsecction (a).

(¢) Such other property as the Commission may cxclude for reasons
of administrative feosibility,

SEC. 9, The Commission may provide for the holding of such hear-
ings and the conduct of such investigations and other proceedings as it
may deem nocessary or proper for the administration of this Act, It my
provide for administration of oaths and affirmations, examination of
witnesses, and receipt of ovidence in the coursc of any such hcaring,
investigation, or othor proccedings., Evidence may be received at any
such hearing cven though incdmissable under rules of evidence applicablo
to court procedurc.

SEC. 10, The Commission shall submit to the Prosident for trense-
mittal to the Congress such reports as it may decm nccessary and shall
submit a final report upon complction of its work,

SEC., 11. NWo claim for legal socrvices or for any other sorvices
rendered in respect of a claim or payment under this Act to or on account
of any pcrson shall be valid unless approved in such monner as may be
prescribed by the Commission; and any such claim so approved shall, in
the manner and to the extent so prescribed, bo paid out of the amount
payable to the claimant; and any person who pays or offers to pay or
promises to pey or reccives any foe, other conslderation, or any

gratuity on account of services so rendered, unless such consideration
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