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CORPS OF ENCINEERS, U .5, ARMY
Offlice of the District Engineer
Tulsa Distriet

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Address reply to
District Engineer
Corps of Engineers, U.S.Army
P. 0, Box 61
Tulsa 2, Oklahoma

4 August 1951

Honorable Myron George
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C.

Dear Nr, Qeorge:
On 3 August 1551 the following persons called in the
Tulsa Distriet Office to discuss possible improvement of the

Arkansas City, Eansas, Levee vhich provides partial protection

from floods on the Arkansas and Walmut Rivers:

Mr, Stanley F. Spencer, President, Arkansas River

Valley Flood Control end Conservetion Asseciation

Kr. uw E. m‘. Git’ m

Wr., H. D, Smith, Kansas 0as & Elgetric Company

Mr. F. A. Deering, Kanotex Refining Company
During the conference, local interests from Arkansas City stated
that they considered the existing levee at Arkansas City to be
inadequate for protection of floods on the Arkansas and Walmut
Rivers since it vas partially overtopped during the flood of
April 1943, They also stated that they desired lumprovement of
the levee to provide & reasonable degree of flood protection at
the earliest possible date. They requested this office to

summarize the problem and advise you,
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The existing Arkansas City Levee was constructed as
a WPA project prior to 1940 at & total estimated cost of
$189,330,35, contributed in part by the United States and in
part by the City of Arkanses City. The project was constructed
88 B vork relief measure and does not provide full protection
against elther experienced floods eor larger floods vhich could

reasonably be expected to occur. Under authority for emergency

relief contained in the 1944 Flood Control Act, the Corps of

Engineers expended $107,342.83 for repair of the levee following
its damage during the April 1544 flood.

Based on the flood experienced in 1944, the desipgn
of the present Arkansas City Levee is not balanced, and a raise
in grads and extension at the upper end of the levee would be
highly desirable. Local interests at Arkansas City have been
previously informed that there was n¢ suthorization under which
the deaired improvements could be made. Mr. Weyne E. Lambert,
City Manager, ctated that the estimated cost of the desired
improvement vould amount to @bout $300,000.

As you may know, pursusnt to the 1950 Flood Control
Act, an Inter-Agemcy River Basin Committee has been formed for
the purpose of prepsring 8 coordinated report on the land and
water resources of the Arkanses-White-Red River Basins, Improve=
ment of the levee at Arkansas City will be investigated by the
Corps of ¥ngingers under that general authoriszationj hovever,
the final report is not scheduled to be completed until 1 July
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1954, Local interests at Arkansas City are apprehensive because
of the lengthy period required for preparation of the report
and the long period of time reguired for processing, obtaining
the necessary autharization from Congress, and obtaining the
necesssry sppropristion of funds for the lmprovement. They
consider that during that period of time, a disastrous flood
gould oceur which wvould cause damages many times in excess of
estimated cost of providing the necessary remedial vork.

There iz no apparent sclution to the request of
local interests that the remedial vork on the Arkansas City
Levee be undertslen vithin the near future, In the event that
8 solution could be found %o this problem, it is considered
that more detailed surveys and investigetions should be made
to mccurataly determine the required grade and section for an
sdequate design of the improvement, ond to determine its
estimated construction cost., This would be necessary since it
1s possible that these studies would indicate that the cost of
& leves to fcoeptable standards would be greater then estimated
by local interests,

In order that the Chief of Engineers may know aof

your interest in this matter, ve &re taking the liberty of for-

warding a copy of this letter to him,
Sincersly yours,
/e/ H. D. Weston
H, D, WESTON

Lt Col, CB
Acting Distriet Engineer
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ee = Mr, Wayne ¥, Lambert, City Manager, Arkansas City, Kansas

¢c = Mr, Stanley F. Spencer, President, Arkansas River Valley
Flood Control and Conservation Association, Arkansas
City, Kansas

REPRESENTATIVE RUSSELL V, MACK, Washington: Mr,
Chairmen, way I ask the Ceneral a question?

REFRESENTATIVE OEOROE: Yes, pir,

REFRESENTATIVE MACK; Oeneral, this Pick-Sloasn plan
has been frequently mentioned during the hearing. Is it your
professional opinion &s an enpgineer that if the plan had been
carried out and completed prior to June of this year that this
disestrous flood in this entire area wvould have been prevented?

OENBRAL SHINGL¥R: It im, sir,

HEFREAFNTATIVE MACK: And T understand from General
Pick's testimony before the Committee that the entire cost of
the plan, as far as flood control is concerned, is mbout
$300,000,000, vhich i# only one-quarter to one-third of the
anount of dsmapre done by this sinpgle fleod, i1s that ecorrect?

OFNERAL SHINOLYR: That statement was made and it
is fully withine=it apreee vith all of the f2ots presently
known to us, sir,

RFPRESENTATIVE MACK: Thank you, General,

REFPRESENTATIVE OROROE: We must hurry aleng, We

have & gentleman here from the semi-arid psrt of Kansas which

has suffered a disastrous fleod loss in his city. I would like
to eall on the City Manager of Nays at this time, if he is
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present.
MR . BENK BRUNGARDT, City Maneger, Neys, Eanseés: My name
is Ben Brungardi, repreeenting Eays as 1ts City Manapger.
Heye is 2 community of 8,600 pecple in Fllis County
on Big Creek, vhich is a tributery of the Smoky, which in turn

turns into the Kaw River. Our community was probebly the first

ong struck by the disestrous flood of 1951, On May 22, as the
vesult of & record amcunt of rainfall in & short time vithin a
fow miles of Hays & wall of water ceme down, which inundated
approximetsly 4 third of the comminity. Thers vas o loss of

glx lives in and immedimtely arcund Hays. The amount of destruc-
tion of physical property has been estimatsd varisusly st bee
tveen Five Hillion and Seven Million Dollars, and as time

elapses since the floods we begin te believe now that that was
grosely under-estinated,

We are concerned about two thinge, After the floed
of May £2 ve tried to console ourgelves by the theught that the
last disastrous flood which we had before that time vas in 1928
and that probably ve would mot have snother one for another 20,
30, or &0 years, and ve =0 told the people. But hefore twe
weoeks were up the people in the southeast cornor of the com-
munity had to move out twice and on June 22, exactly & month
after the first flood, snother wall of water came down from the
vest, inundating exsctly the same smount of territory and again
forcing the people to be rescued. That was on June 22,
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The vater subsided and vent baok into the chennels
of Big Oresk and the night of June 23 we had apain exactly the

same type of a fload. We have reached the stape vhere we cannot

say to the psople of our community that those things oceur only

once in a lifetime.

We oare &t & place where ve think that there ought to
be some type of emergency reliel, something which we could do at
the moment, to prevent floods in the immediate future. We have
conaulted with engineers, with the U. £. Engineers, vith the
Etate engineers, vith ths Reclametion Bureau Enginesers, and ve
seem to be of the stwe opinion, that one of the first things to
be done should be & clearing of the channel to take out 2ll of
the timber so that the flow would be faster. We realize that
that, of course, would not be a complete solution of the problem,
but temporarily it would at least preveat, partially, some of
the destructions which we have hed recently.

Then we bellieve probably that minor diking would
help us, In other words, vhai we are concerued about is some
type of emerpency rellief which will let us protect against the
floods in the immediats future. Ue are, of course, interested
in the type of & project which would be of the master kind, the
type of a project which would permit us %o protect the city
for sil time to come. Of course we would like to ask that we
be included in any study by the U. §. Bngineers for flood

protection out in thet ssction of the state and that after the
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master project is drawn up that ve receive the benefit of it.

Immedistely--lot me repeste«the city of Hays is
interested in some type of protection vhich will prevent somevhat,
Bnyuay, the disastrous floods which ve hed on May 22, on June 22,
and on June 23.

Thank you, (Applause.)

HEPRESENTATIVE GECRGE: I have a 1ist of three gentle~
men here from Bedgwick County and I wish that one of them would
cous lorvard. fThey represent our largest county and our larpest

city. Whoever is the spokesman for that group, will you please

make your statement hurriedly?

MR, 0, A, DARNELL, Wichita, Eansas; Congressman
George, members of the Committes:

by neme is 0, A, Garnell of the Wichita Chamber of
Comusrée. We bave delegations hers from both the city and the
souniy goveramenvs,

Wichita is the most populous city in the State of
Kansav, located on the main stem of the Arkansas River at its
Junction vith the Little Arkansas River, We have had ten floods
in the last eighnt years, starting with 1984, our most disastrous
floed being that of 1944, as which time about 20 percent of all
of the houses in the city of Wiehite were under water.

In the floods here in Emnsas ocourring on the 12th
and 13th of July, Wichita suffered no grest damags, It happens,

however, that ve foressw that water coming in our case and spent
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some $25,000 in sand bagging the banks of the Little Arkansas
River. In spite of that we pot conslderable damage, not com-
parable to that which was suffered here in Topeka, but consid-
erable damage nevertheless, We hdgve had innumerable overflows

on the water courses 1n Sedgwick County resulting in a total

loss to the road and bridge system there of $550,000, our

county engineer informs us. We have sanitary sewers that have
collapsed and have been repaired at very extensive costs, and
many of them are not yet repaired.

Now, it happens that we have a flood control
project, local protection works, that has been authorized and
13 under construction, but only a half Million Dollars of the
Fourteen Million pollar project has been carried out, The
construction work started about five years ago. We had stand-
ing to our credit in addition to that Half Million Dollars
$1,200,000, which was withdrewn from the project and frozen.

Now, we have had, as I say, ten inundations in
sbout eight years. That is inside of the city limits of Wwichita
proper, We have had many others in the aegricultural regions of
Sedgwick county, certainly we need some flood control works
and need them badly. What we are urging 1s that the project
there may receive an appropriation, 1t having been turned down
by the House Committee, and that those works may go forward.

REPRESENTATIVE GEORGE: Thank you.

(Applause.)
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REFRESENTATIVE GEORGE: The President of the Kanass
County Commissioner Assoclation is present, Wr. Lew Pener,
vill you please spesk for your group,

MR, LEW PENER: Mr. Chalrman, Governor Arn, members
of the Committee:

I am not going to take very much time, I represent
Johnson County, Kansas, and in that county .vo have no larpe
cities, Ours is principally a farm problem. We sre on the
lover regions of the Kaw vhere our farm land in this last flsed
has been just pretty near destroyed.

Mow, we have been vuffering from successive floods

in the lover reaches of the Kaw for 2 number of years and during

the °40's ve had seversl floods vhich we have been abls to stand,
but this flood hes been something that has knocked us for a row,
We don't know how to recover,

We are down vhere the current 1s swift; it has out
Gcross our valleys, Ve are ardent supporters of the Fisk-Slean
plan and have been for a muber of years., However, that is to
come, Ve are novw looking forvard for scmething for present
relief.,

The current hae eut ascroes the bends in ouwr valleys
down there, we have many channgls cut acroes, and the farmers
of our locelity do not sesk to have the heart to go back in
there and try to plant a crop unless something is done %o

restore these sut-avay banks, Decause & very small flood at the
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present time would inundate & great part of the valley again,

S0 I think cur great problem today is some lumediate restoration
of this valley so that the farmers can have an urge to go back
and redesn thelr land and continue to farm 1t.

I presume that is & matter to be taken up with the
Aray Eagineers. They are in our locality nov helping us restepe
roade, That ls something we could not do ourselves and ve
dppreciate 1t very much,

How, as I say, end I von't take much more time, I
think that ve would like to be in contact with somebody who would
tell us hov to proceedi=--

REFRESENTATIVE QEGRGE: MNr, Peer, Wr, Angell vould
dike to ask you a question.

REPRESENTATIVE HOMER D, ANGELL, Uregong Nr, Pener,
the Committee sev large aress similar to those you have de-
seribed vhere Wo to three feet of sand, even more, has heen
deposited over this very fine agricultural land. What in your
Judgment can be done with land which is damaged in that vay teo
restore 1t

» PENER; I think that land ¢ould be leveled, to
start with, deep tillage methods used, maybe not bring 1t baok
in the lmmedimte future but z2& time £066 on paré of it be ready

for crop this fall in certain areas, The rest of it will take

time o restore, which will take deep tillage methods and level

methodn, but the Iirst problem is %o hold the waters off.
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Nov, ve are down vhere the current is svwift, as I
state. This has taken the bends &nd cut straight through. Mine
is Jjust from Douglas County here, my county, and it cut across
these bends and each one 1t cut this channel through.

Now, the thing that ve are going to have to have
is to restore the height of this bank to keep the normal low
floods off,

REFRESENTATIVE ANGELL: It vas the other problem I
vas particularly interested in, what you do with that land that
has been covered over with sand, vhether or not that land will
produce,

MR, PENER; If they had some assistance to remove
the debris, which in this instance 1s logs, it could be restored
by leveling this ground, then it will take deep tillage methods,

REPRESENTATIVE ORORGE: I would like to call on
the Sullivan River Valley Association, Whoever is the spokesman
for that Association, please?

MR, L, A, McNALLY, Minneapolis, Eansas: MNr. Chaire
man, my name 1s L, A, MeNally of Minnespolis, Kaneas, Ve
represent 26 cities and towns looated along the Solomon River,

I observe from looking at the map that is before you and the
map that vas before you before that it is not quite accurate.

The Solomon River begins out near the Colorade line

and comes meross 17 counties, with & total population of 187,000

pecple, It drains an area of more than 8,000 square miles.
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Since 1941 the Solomon River has flooded at Minneapolis, Kansas,

18 times. Seven of these times were vithin a half foot or above
the 1903 mark, In the last year three times were above the 1903
mark, We have had six floods in 1950 and five so far in 1951,
At the peak of the flood which was so disastrous on July 13,
under the Bennington Bridge sbout 14 miles above the source of
the Solomon River, 100,000 cubic feet of water a minute flowed
through that bridge. At the peak at Kansas City when the Kaw
vas emptying into the Missouri River, 500,000 cublc feet were
emptying into the Missouri River; so that the Solomon River
could furnish a total capacity for the flood that was so
disastrous of 20 percent.

Now, the dams that are proposed on the Solomon River
are Bureau of Reclamation daws, They haven't Deen mentioned too
much and ve feel that we have been sort of orphans in a vay
in the flood control business., But when you look at western
Kansas and you see the Kanopolis reservoir and the Cedar Bluffs
reservoirs and the reservoirs on the Republican River, if those
reservoirs had not been in operation at the time of the 1951
flood the vater vorks in Topeka and Kansas City would both have
been out of commission,

The Solomon River can 1ift enough vater immediately
off this flood to give great relief dovnstream, The project
on the Kirvin reservoir is so that a contract can be let within

60 daye if Congresz authoriszes and appropriates the money, My
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undsrestanding of the situstion in Congress is this, that the
appropriation has been made, iU will téke @ suyplemental approe
priation of some kind Lo give ue money so that the Kirwin
ressrvoir can be completed. The Glen Rlder reservolir, vhich
is shortly below the Bolomon River reservoir, and the Vebater
reserveir, all three of thew, would take appraximately 300,000
cublc feat, acres feoet, of water off the flood down the Kaw
Biver.

Nov, we don't 2peak %o the exclusion of any o the
Plck=Cloan plan, We are for all of it and ve will be for all
of 1% until the last dam is constructed, becauss ve vant immedie-
ate relief, and Yo get immedlate reliel on the Xaw Valley snd en
the Solemon you can begin out on the Solomon River and construct
your reservoirs nov vhich vill be constructed in a short length
of time and will give you immediate relisf from {lood control.

I thank you, gentlemen. (Applause,)

REPRESENTATIVE OROEGR: At this time I would like
to call on Willard Breidenthal, wvho represents Kensas City,
Kensas, Mr. Breidenthal,

is WILLARD J, BRRIDENTHAL, Chalrman Flood Protec-

tion Planning Committee fopr Greater Kanses Oitys Mr. Chalrman,

I didn’t expeet to be cslled on.
REPRESENTATIVE GEORGE: I have your name,
MR, BREIDENTHAL: I didn't turn my name in myself,

But I am glad of the opportunity %o tell this Committee 2 little
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eomething about the history of the flood control as 1t began

here in Kansas prior to the 1936 Flood Control Act of Congress,

vhich for the first time declared the responsibility for controle
iing floods on the navigable streams and their tributaries as

a Federal responsibility, Now, ve probably could have been more
or less lulled to sleep, as you might say, because Congress then
declared that they vere going to do something about this situa-
tion, Ve hired engineers who went up and down the Kav Valley
and its tributaries and surveyed every stream, preparsd a plan
in conjunction with the Corps of Engineers, and made recommends-
tions for eertain reservoirs, none of which have yet been buils.
We have been very successful at Kansas City in getting our own
protection construction, with the result that nome of the upper
streém control is under construction except Harlan County, which
vas just made vithin the 1sst 30 days on that streteh so it did
not function in the recent floed.

We are anxious to see this Pick-8lcan plan put in
operation, completed, in order that ve may have the protestion
that is necessary. You pentlemen have vitnessed the fortitude
of the people hers in fighting back to reclaim thelir homes that
have been taken and destroyed by flood. It might do at this
time, but Af ve don't pet this protection before the next flood
those areas will be mbandoned completely. Industry cannot seek
location on the hills, It must locate in the valleys vhere

the railroads and where the lov grades are located. We have
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built in our area in Kansas industry to the extent of over
$500,000, vhich has slmost been destroyed by this last flood.
We can't stand those kinds of losses, gentlemen, and the Federal
Covernment is going to e the largest single loser in this whole
catastrophe. The loss in income tax revenue, the loss in state
income tax revenue, the evaluation of properties, is going %o
be tremendous and it is going to force & situation on the state
and the local governments that is going %o be hard to meet.

I vant tombmit to you here 2 memorandum that was
submitted to the Conmittee on Public Works of the House of
Representatives on May 18, 1949, subject; Review of Report on
the Zansas River, This has to do with the Kansas River Report
on the strength of vhich I think Senator Carlson and Senator
Heanings of Hissouri have recently introduced m bill in the
Senate to authorize at least two of those projects. There are
& nusber of local projects vhich are very important to these
locel communities. I hope this Committee will authorize every

one oi them and put them in line for appropriations.

Thank you, (Applause.)

REPRESENTATIVE THADDEUS MACHROWICZ, Michigan; I
would like to ask the gentleman a question,

1 vant to say that I come from 2 state vhere wve know
no such thing as a flood dissster, but I am fully convinced
from what I have seen here that we must act and we must act

fast and that Federal funds must be spent to relieve the situation,
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But I am also intripgued to find in one of your local newspapers
an editorial that flood control appropriations may cause infls-
tion.

Pon't you think that there is less danger from the

inflation than there i» the fact that ve may not spend money

vhere it 18 needed 28 1t 13 here?

¥R, BREIDENTEAL: I certainly do.

REFPRESENTATIVE MACHROWICZ; Federal expenditures for
natural assets and the bullding for netural assets is the best
spanding that omn be had,

MR, BREIDENTHAL: I egree with you sbsolutely.

{Applause, )

(The following iz the memorandum to which Mr,
Breidenthal referved:)

FLOOD PROTECTION PLANNING COMMITTINE
for GREATER KAREAS CITY

A committee representative of various locsl interests
organized in 1934 for the purpose of coopereting with
federal sgenciss in the development of the most prac-

ticable plan for flood control for the Kansas Citys

W, J. Breidenthal John B, Gage
Chairman Bryant Bullding
Riverview State Bank Kansas City, Me.
Eansay Clby, Kans,

A. l. Reece E. L. Hinzman
Vice~Chairman Cudshy Packing Go,
K. G. Bouthern Bldg, Eanses City, Xans,
Kansas City, Mo.

C. F. Boott Ray ¥. WVilson
ireusurer Secretery
925 Wyoming 5%, Room 2901, City Hall
Kanses City, Mo, Kansas City, Ho.
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Gommittee on Public Works
Eouse of Representatives
Washington, B, C,

Subjecti: Review of Report on
the Kansas River

The problem of flood control &t and near the con-
fluence of the Kansas and Missouri rivers at the Kansas Citye
has been under study by the Corps of Engineers and local civie

bodige for more than 40 years, On various occasions representa-

tives of the Corpe have descridbed the floed hazard existing here
28 the most serious of what et any large metropoliten center in
the Mississippl river basin, il not in the entire country.

Investigation of past records shows that the two most
disastrous floods at the Xansas Citys ovcurred in 1844 and in
1903, It vas sstimated thet the dameges at the Kansas Citys
csused by this latter flood amsunted to about §23,000,000, and
19 lives were lost in this lmwediate vieinity, A% this time the
maxizum dischargs of the Hissourli river below the mouth of the
Keanses river was 348,000 second-leet, of which 260,000 second-
feet vas contributed by the Kansas river,

The flood of 1844 reached a stage three feet higher
at the Henses Citys than that of 1903, The discharge of the
Missouri river below the mouth of the Kansas river vas estimated

ax 625,000 second~feet, of which 360,000 second~feet vas
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contributed by the Kensas river. As recently as June, 1943, the
Hispouri river reached a stape of 29.1 feet, 7.1 feet sbove flood
stage, vith a discharge of 330,000 second-fget below the mouth
of the Kansas. From the above records it will be seen that the
preatest cause of floods at the Xansae Citys is the Eansas river.

In 1935 the Flood Protection Plaming Committee for
Greater Kansas City employed a mationally recognized consulting
engineer, the late Mr, Frederick H, Fovler, of San Francimes, to
cooperate with the Corps of ¥ngineers in meking a thorough ine
vestigation of physicel and economic conditions g2t the Tansas
Citys and in the Eansas river basin, As 2 result of thesze
studies 1t was concluded that the most economical and practicable
method of furnishing floed protsetien to the ares was to con-
struct reservoirs in the Kansas river basin and supplemental
levess and flood walls and channel improvement st the Eansas
Citys. It vas determined that this system of reservolrs would
reduce the derign-floed discharge, vhich is somevhat above that
of 1844, to approximetely equel to that of 1903,

The three retention reserveirs on tributaries of

the Ezansas river vhich are recommended by the Corps of Fnglneers

in its "Reviev of Report on the Kansas River,"” which iz the

subject of this heering, would have reduced the stspe of the
Missourl river during the 1903 flood by 4.6 feet, The most
important of these from the standpoint of flood control st the

Eansas Citys iz the Tuttle Oreek reservoir on the Blue river
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above Manhattan, Kansas, vhich has been suthorised by Congress,
Next in importance is the Milford reserveir on the Republicen
river above Junction City, Kansas, and following this in lmpore
tance is the Perry reservolr on the Delavars river not far from
its mouth,

Of the 20 floods that have ccowred at the Kanses
Citys subsequent to 1903, these three reserveirs would have
effected reductions in the river stage on the Kansas City gusge
from & minimum of approximately one foot 0 & maximm of 4,3
feet. Thiz effecy, diminishing progressively downstream, would
be felt as far avay as the Nississippl river Delow the mouth of
the Nissouri. It 1s Interesting to note that of the 20 floods

2t the Kansas Citys sinee 1903, ten have been experisnced since

1940, following the several yesrs of drought 1n the thirties,

The program of lacal protection works suthorized
by Congress and now under conatruction &t Kanses Oity, now
shout 50F campleted, provides 2 high depree of protection for
the arez along the Nimsourl river. NHowever, withait the degree
of reserveir control for the Kansas river as recommended by
the Corps of ¥npineers, the industrial and residential areas
along the Kansas river are subject to dissaters esimillar to that
of 1903. Furthermeors, the entire aree 1@ subject to flooding
in the svent of recurrence of a flood similar to thet of 1844,
It is estimated that & eingle flood of such mepnitude would

result in damages of $80,000,000 to the Kansas Citys, The
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District Engineer haos estimated the total value of property in
the arems subject to destruction or dmmage Dy 2 major flood at
from $450,000,000 to $500,000,000.

It, therefore, is apparent the works that have been
constructed a2t the Xansas Citys and those which are under cone
struction vill not provide the necessary degree of protectisn
unlsss proper reservolir regulation in the Kansas river basin is
obtained. The interest of the Ksnsas Cltys in the Kansas river
basin reservoirs therefore is based ons (1) the great need for
fleod pretection; and (2) the essentiality of reservoivs as &
parts of the comprehensive plan to provide the desree of lood
protection whieh has been approved 4y Congress,

While the progress on the local fleood protection
works 2t the Kansas Citys has been progressing stesdily, though
slowly, mince work was started in 1980, this is only & part of
the broad plan. VWithout the reservoirs the local werks will
fall short of affording protection sgainst the design flood
vhich reasonably may be expected, The Committes Yespeotfully

urges thet the Milford and Perry reservoiras be authorlzed by the

Congress 8o that they may be inocluded in the complete plan for

flood protection of the Kansss river valley and the Hissouri
valley at and below the Xansas Ciltye.

Respectfully submitted,

¥. J. Breldenthal
Chairman
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RFTRESENTATIVE GPOROE: At this time I would like
to call on Foward Mmil,

M, HMARD ™MIL, Iolm, Kansas: I just want to
supplement Mr, John Redmond's statements. Unfortunately John
Redmond couldn't talk longer, I would like for him to talk
all day, because the waters of the Neosho River have been flow-
ing through his veins for better than 30 years.

The statement has been made by the General as to
the sxtent of damage proportionately spesking. I would like %o
glve you Just & few factes &as to the Neosho-Cottonwood Valley in
Eansas,

There ares sleven counties, In our particular
county of Allen ve had property damage, real tangible property
damsge, in exvess of Bix Million Dollars or bDelter than one-
fifth of our assessed veluation, In Coffey County thelr damage

was better than one-fourth of their sssessed valuation, In

Neosho County 1t is better then one-fifth. On the entire Neosho-

Cottonwood Valley river besin in Kanses ve had a damage in excess
of Beventy-two Millions of Doliars, which is twice the cost of
the construction of all of the approved projectis on the Neosho
River.

We realise that proportionately speiking we may be
Emalil. We don't went sn over-emphasis to be placed on any other
vlver, We are in favor of the entire project because we belleve

that sur economy isinteprated.
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I vant to make just one more point thet I think has
been averlooked here. Harry Crane mede some mention of 1%,
Charles V. Stanton, who is Associate Bditor of the Kansss City
Star and the Newe Analyst in this ares, made the statement,
predicated on figures that vere availsble to him, that on the
basis of General Pick's estimates the cost of the completion
of the Pick-Sloan plan was one=half of ons percent--ong-half

‘of one percent!--of the entire monies that sre being appropriated

or are being considered for appropriation for national defense
and for European a8id. And I maintain, gentlemen of the Committee,
that the economy of this country, the economy of the floed area,
by any maumer of comparisen is definitely in excess of one-half
of one percent in value, preaster than one-hall of one percent
in value to this country.

Thank you very much, (Applause,)

REFRESENTATIVE GROROE: As you folks know, this
Committee 15 set up on & very tipht schedule. They are going
to have to eat lunch and get in their dus 8t 1:15. I want to
tell sach of you that you are certainly privileged and velcome
to file a statement with this Committee, which will be made 2
permanent part of the record.

I have been urged by our Chairman to draw our meeting
o & clome at this time. We are sorry that we couldn't have
heard a1l of you and the Chalrmene-

VOICE: Mr., Chairman,
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REFRESENTATIVE OEOROE: And the Chairmen vants to
make one statement.

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIS: What is the guestion?

VOICE: We bave a large delepation from one of the
vatersheds in Kansas, the Big Blue Valley, and ve would spprecie
ate very much--we have & representative here, Mr, Glenn Btock=
well, the President of the Blue Valley Flood Control Associe
ation, and ve would appreciate very much if you would give him
& fev minutes' time, (Applause,)

VOICEs Fifteen minutes.

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIS: I think in all due deference,

Ve haven't given anybody 15 minutes.

VOICE: We don't ask for 15 minutes., W¥Will you
plesse pive hime

REFPRESENTATIVE DAVIS: He will be recognized for
5 minutes and I will ask you to come to the center, if you will,
because 1t must be appreciated, and you will pardon me 1f I do
88y this, we have over 105 miles to travel this efternoon by
bus and there sre other commitments that we do have. Wo have
to go back to Xanzas Gity tonight, Thiz 1s a pretty hard
Schedule.

And Af he will come forwvard for 5 minutes, your
Fepresentative, we will appreciate the consideration.

MR . OLENN STOCEWFLL, Rendoiph, Kensas: I Pepresent

&n association that has been reiking extensive surveys of flood
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control over the past 13 years. We have summarized it snd I will
give my time to Wr. Wegner, vho has prepared and will submit
our summary,

Thank you.

MR . RAYMOND WEONER, Osawkie, Kansas; Mr, Chairman,
my name is Raymond Wepgner, of Osawkile, Xmnsas,

REFRESENTATIVE JONES: Mr, Wegner, didn't you testi-
£y before the Committee in Washington?

MR, WEGNER: Yes, sir,

I wish to give this Committee coples of the veather
buresu reports for the months of May, June, and July, And alse
I wish %o ecall %o your attentien & resolution that ouwr organisae
tion hes recently passed;

"The executive board of the Kansas Soil Conservation
and Fleod Control Aszoclation sdopted the following resolution
in specinl session at Topeka, Kansas, Aug. 2, 1951,

"RESOLUTLON

“1, The Kanses Soll Conservation mnd Flood Control
Assgelation fevors revision of the present pelicy stipulating
miltiple~purpors dams in order t0 permit dam construction for

the sole purpose of flood control,

"2, Ve strongly urge a formula for flood control

that best merver the greatest number of people, inecluding:
"a, WVidened chamnels and flogdways vhere

NESEEEArY,
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"o. Adequate dike pretection vhere needed,

"¢, Retarding dams, lerge and small, suffieient
to prevent floods throughout the entire besin area,

"d. Use of methods of erosion sontrel and
soll conservation wherever possible.

"3, Whereas we recognize the necessity for prompt
action, we recoumend, however, in view of the fagt no pProgram
of any type can be completed for several Jears, and in vigw of
the billions of public wmonles involved, that unwise haste be
avolded.

"%, DBecause agriculsure is the basic industry of
the midvest basins, we urge that the agriculture departments,
Btave and federal, be given an equal share with other apencies
in drafting the oversll flood eontrol program, "

1 will ask the Committes to mceept this part, zlso
submitting to the Commitiee 2 map, veather mep, showing the
suthorized projects and their locations relative o the veather
R&p that you have on the large scale there.

Also an arvicle printed in the Topeks Daily Capital
July 19, 1951, "Basin Comsitviee Told Dams Nignt Esve Prevented
Floed, "

A letter from the City of Valley Falls, Kanasas,

An ertlele by W. D, Keller of Missouri University,

. - An srticle from the Lawrence Dally Journal-Woridt

"K. U, Pngineering Professor Lo a Retontlon Dam System,"”
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I am aleo submitting to the Committee 2 progress

report of the Salt-Wahoo Creeks Watershed in Nebraska, which
is & coordinated study being conducted thus rar by the Corps
of Engineers snd the So0il Conservation Bervice.

I want to thank this Committee for this opportunity
to appear belore you and placing these srticles in the record,

REPRESERTATIVE JONES: Just ons guestion before you
leave. As I recall, when you testifled before the Committes in
Washington you &t that time opposed certaln dams that vere
proposed in the Pilok-Sloan Plan., ¥Will you refresh ny recollece
tion of what dame they vere?

HR, WEONFR: I ves appearing on behalf of the
Prairie Reservoir at that time.

REFRFSENTATIVE JONTS: On bekall of the Prairis
Resgrvolr?

i, WEGNTR: That is right.

REFRESENTATIVE JONEE: That 1s all,

(Applause. )

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIS s Thank you, I think you got
& gredal deal of materisl in the record.

e, Plersen, will you pardon me for just taking a
second, because the Chatrmen says we Lave ong more vitness who
insists., We may not pet to Marhei{tan sfter all, but I thimk
it iz ilmportant,

I vant to intraduce Nr. Plsrson, the special
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representative of the Sscretary of the Army, the Honorable
Frank Pace, vhich indicates thet the fecretary of Defense and
the Secretary of the Army is particulsrly intersoted in the

seriousness of this metter, and he is here obwervine everything

that is being said and watching everything that wve ere seeing

in order that he may asslat in the fullest coordination of the
efforts of the Army Sngineers in vhatever 1s suthoriszed ss the
will of Uongress,

Mr. Flerson, will you stand up, please, sir,

(Applause. )

I am sorry, I sust apologise %9 the reet of my
associates becsuse I can't introduce all of them. I would like
for you to knww them personally, They vill undersgtand that that
is impossible.

e, Ceorge, vhen you introduce this last vitnees,
after the last vord is spoiten ve vill move quickly to the bus.

REFRESENTATIVE OROROE: Nr. Lossr Phillips from
the Marais des Oygnes Niver vatershed, pletse.

MR, LAMAR PEILLIPE, Ottaws, Kansas; Mr, Chairman,
I will make this Just as brief as I can,

I represent 8 large group of residents of the
Mareis des Oygnee Valley vho have for a number of years urped
the suthorisation for construction of the projects recommended
by the Coype of Enginesrs, U, £. Army, for control of floods

of the Marais des Cygnes-Osape River, Kansas and Missouri.
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This group hes aiso pone on recard as being in faver
of the entire progrém of the Pick=Slcan plan for developmant of
the Missouri river and its tributeriss, and other stresms ocute
slde the Missourl Bsein, as recommended by the Corps of Engineers
and other soopsrating federal agenciegs,

Just vhat the total damege figpure for the July, 1951
fioods on stresms in the middlewest will be is not yet clear.

Certain 1t 1s, hovever, thet the creste of these flooding rivers

reached stages that brought thoussnde of dollars in demapge-eyes,

aillicons of dollars in damage, t0 Ereas never before reached
by flood vaters.

1 bave made inquiries, but I find that the compiling
of figures on flood dsmapge 19 still in progress, and 1t will be
tome Lime before & full report can be glven.

1 did, however, receive from the sell conservetion
sarvice of the department of agriculturs, & report ou the number
of farm acres that vere inundated in the counties of Jsape,
Frankzlin, Douglas, Johnson, Miemi and Ghawnee. These counties
vere blasted by floods of the Kav and the Marails des Cygnes,

Total acres of farm lands inundated in these six
countiss, scuording to the soll conservetion service, vere
105,407, remilies affected in that sree of flosded farm land
nusbered 1,358,

The flooded sovreage of farm lands is divided as
follows: Osage county, 32,007, vith 304 farm families affectedj
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Franklin county, 30,300 scres snd 260 farm families affected;

bouglas county, 30,700 scres and 215 farm femilice arffected;
Johnson county, 5,500 meres and 94 farm familics af'fevted; Kiaml
ocunty, 21,300 acres snd 71 farm femilies affected) and Shawnee
ocounty, 59,000 acres and 320 farm femilies affected,

In the vallsy of the Marais des Cymnes I have estie
mates on the damage in o of the towns--0ttswe snd Ozmvatonmie.

First estimate on the damage in Ottaws 1s $6,200,000,
this estimate being made early by the Corps of Fngineers. The
figure represents a demsge of $G20 for each man, womsn and ¢hild
in the eity of 16,000 population., Twenty business houses vere
destroyed, 45 homes vere destroyed, 1,070 homes were demaged by
the flgod waters in Ottewa, Water in the Ottewa business dlge
trict reached depths of @s much as 17 to 18 feet. Parm lands
in the county vere swept clean of crops in the strip through
the county frow west to ecast when the Mareis des Oypnes went to
& stage 10 fest higher than flood stage at Ottaws,

At Coswatomle about 60 percent of the tovn's area
vas covered by vater from the Mevais des Cygnes end from the
Pottavatomie, & tributary., Weter 414 not flood the business
district of Osawatomis severely, it being locsted on higher
ground between the river and the Pottavetomie, Furm lands
Sround Osavatomie and other tovns in the lower Narels des Uyphee
basin near the Missourli border were further demaped by the floed

Waters of Bull cveel, ancther tributary, LDssape in Osawatomie
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is estimeted &t & hall million dollars at least. Four hundred
families vere 8ffected in Csavatomie, and 185 families in the
town have bevome cases for Red Crose disaster assistance. In

Sttaws the number of Red Crose cases totals 510 families.

In addition %0 the visible damage to property in the

Mavais des Cygnes valley &nd other valleys there are meny ine
stances of heavy loss {rom fdls businesmes., MNany of these
businesses have not yet resumed operations, and & number heve
announced they cannot redume operations at sll, All of this
damsge vas from just ong [lood., The vallsy has been floude
blacted for generations,

Teo transcontinental railroads in the Harais des
Cygnes valley, the Ssnia Fe and Missourl Pacific, were stopped
eold by the floods and did not roll a pingle train for days.
Tals vas true of other trenscontinental lines in the Kaw Velley.
Ke have been told that eonstrucilon of river econtrol projects
had %o be stopped and delayed becauss of national defense
preperetions.

The railroads I have mentionsd carried, during World
War Ii, tremendous tomnapges of war materials as well as thousands
of men of the armed servictes, We feel that we are not being
unressonadle vhen ve say that the plans for defense of our
nation are not adequale, @re not complete, and are not proper,
80 iong a& She whime of the veather ¢an ptop our transcontinental

yaiiroads for daye at & time,
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