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guble to hold the Salina Nine scoreless. We made nothing in our seventh as we

went in order., Peterson had relieved Boyer in the third for the western lads,

end he gave us only one bage hit over the last four frames. Holding a precarious I
one un lead going into the bottom of the seventh, Scott struck out the firat two
pitters, then gave up a blast which went for a triple and nearly an inside the

park homerun. Scott blew his neck hard and got Hyde to ground back to him to

end the hard fought game, 3-2, ACES. We really are in the hitting doldrums again.
Tonight we had only four, and we were fortunate to escape. Only Scott's clutch
mrling saved us. He was supreme when necessary as he fired his highest strikeout
record ever, 15 in all while walking 4 and giving up 7 hits. It was his third

vin against one loss and our 18th win against 9 reversals. Only Ron and Dick

had their hitting shoes on tonight. Each of them had a single and a double.

GAME NUMBER TWENTY-SIGHT
On July 2 we returned to Big Shunga Park where we sent Lefty Jim Dodson
ina league game assignment against the Shawnee Mission Amos nine. Bruner was on
te mound for them. Jim struck out a pair in the first and held them down 1-2-3,
¥e vested two good hits by Ron Zarazua and Jim, as we left them stranded at 3rd
@d 2nd. Jim gave up a run to Amos in their second when a walk and an error were

followed by a base hit to plate one. Frank Everett's single was to no avail as

® failed in our second. Jim had no difficulty in their third, and we went to

WX in our third. Ron Swann led off with a sharp single. A quick throw nailed

Y on firgt for out number one. Dick Dodson banged a hit to right, Roger walked.

% Jin creamed a drive off the wall at the 340' sign to score Dick and Rog. He

“red later on a passed ball for our third tally, 3-1 ACES. Jim went to work and .
lired hig portsided aspirin tablets past them in the fourth and fifth. We drove |
Hine out in our fourth when John Redmon singled, followed by walks to Ron and ‘

|
Hok to load the sacks. Towns came in to relieve for Amos and shut the door in {

1]
(&
A
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our face as we couldn't score. Gary Conwell singled in our fifth, but to no
avail. After five we had 3-1. In the Amos sixth, Halihan walked and Downs un- |
10aded a blast deep over Charlie Lord's head in center to score one. Jim now
faced full jeopardy with the tying run on third, none out. He struck out Shikles
and got Cline to hit a soft liner to Ron, who speared it and gunned it to Mike
(ustenborder at third to double Downs off third to end the tension packed inning.
In our sixth, we threatened when Bobby Tompkins walked, went to third on Ron
gvann's life on an error, but the next three hitters failed and we went into

the seventh and final frame leading precariously, 3-2. Jim by now sniffing

victory at a short distance began by striking out the first two hitters but
feltered momentarily with a walk, a ground ball went through Gary C's legs to make
it more heart-throbbing. With two away and two on, Jim blew a third strike past
Hincen to end the game, 3-2 ACES. We had won our ninth league contest opposed to
five losses and our 19th total victory against nine setbacks. Big Jim won his
fourth against no reversals. He struck out 12 Amosmen, walked five and allowed
jist two hits (one good one). We had eight bingles ourselves. Jim had two of

them while Ron, Dick, Roger, Frank, Gary Conwell, John, picked up one each. Qur
hitting is not good, particularly with runners on bases. Charlie is yet in his

slmp and his r.b.i. loss is rough to take. This was our third one-run win in a

Tow,

GAME NUMBER TWENTY-NINE
On July 4 we headed northward to play the return match with Marysville
Zerican Legion. We started Lu wright against their Youngepers on the hill. Mike |
Wstenborder dumped a single to left in the first frame, but that was our only
*tious effort. Iu ran into a walk, two wild pitches and a base hit followed by
Wiher wild pitch to score two for Marysville. We came back in our second when

Yok Dodson unleased a long blast that bounced against the 365' gign in the huge ; |
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40 |
yarysville ballpark fence in right-center for a two baser. Bill Swengel's grounder | ‘!
goved Dick over to third, and Gary Conwell slapped a line shot for a double to !]
giore Dick for a run. Iu walked the Marysville leadoff hitter, uncorked three |
gore wild pitches to score one, walked the hitter, wild pitch, two more walks and
g wild pitch scored run four and Iu split the scene in behalf of Bobby Tompkins,
wio came on in relief. He retired thelegion men and after two we were down 4-1.
In our third, Mike C. slashed his second hit, Charlie Lord walked and "Jarrin'
Jin" Dodson bolted a single to center to score Mike C. Dick was plunked with an }
errant pitch to load the sacks with none out, but we blew the opportunity to un-
load as we stopped right there.

Bobby gave up a single and that was all,over the third and fourth innings.
We had only a walk by Ron in our fourth frame effort. In our fifth, Jim drove
ehit, his second, to right. Dick unleased a liner to right to move Jim to third,
@d he moved to second on the throw-in. Bill Swengel strolled to fill the bases.
frank Everett blasted a shot down the right field line to score Jim, Dick and
Bll, Gary C.'s single scored Frank to give us four tallies and forge us into the
lead, 6-4. In the fifth, Bobby ran into a hornet's nest when he was greeted by
diriple and two singles to tie it up 6-6. Tied up going into the 6th, Charlie
lrd, fighting a horrible hitting slump, hit a high pop-up behind first base down
%e right field line. The Marysville first and second sackers both went after
%, and the first sacker allowed it to fall safely in fair territory. Charlie,
""lﬁtling all the way, slid into second base. It was an important exhibition of
Wstling ag the next hitter - Jim - grounded to second, allowing Charlie to
¥re. Charlie had moved to third on a previous passed ball. It was an important
i, Bobby bore down in their sixth and capped them 1-2-3. 1In our 7th, Ron's
“lk vag the only effort. In the Marysville Tth, an error put a man on but

B"hh}’ tightened and struck out the next hitter and got the last hitter to bounce

I ——
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tack to him to end the game, our favor, 7-6. Bobby did another great job in re-

jief earning his fifth win against no losses. He allowed just three hits over the f
51/5 innings of relief, giving up only one walk, striking out five, ILu gave up

four Tuns on five walks, striking out one. Wildness hurt him! We had ten hits

yith Mike Custenborder, Jim Dodson, Dick Dodson and Gary Conwell had two blows

gpiece. Charlie and Frank one blow apiece, came at strategic times.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY

On July 6, we went to Prussing Field in Shawnee-Mission to meet the X.C.
iros team. We sent our "man with a thousand curves'", Dick Dodson, out to meet
our steady diet for them, righty Bob Downs.- We opened in our first by Ron Swann's
driving a base hit to center, moving to second on a passed ball, stealing third and
ging home on a full effort of a short passed ball at home. Dick gave up a single
to the leadoff hitter for them and then struck out the side to end the inning.
In our second, Bill Swengel led off with a base hit followed by a blast off Frank
iverett's bat. The ball caromed off the high left-center field wall, scoring
Bill. Frank scored later on an error of John Redmon's grounder, 3-0 ACES. Dick
struck out the side in their second for six in a row, We went down in order in
or third. Dick was touched for a hit and gave up a walk in their third but es- |
teped demage by striking out two more. John's single was wasted in our fourth,
@i Dick struck out three more in their fourth to give him 11 of the first 12
uts! In our fifth, we went down in order, and we led 3-0 as the Amosmen came
“bat in their portion of the fifth. The first hitter walked and went o second
™2 passed ball. Dick's pickup throw got by both John and Charlie and the runner
“Be all the way around to score. Dick K'd two more then gave up a base hit to

Yoig, Hallahan, Amos catcher, landed on one of Dick's pitches to drive a high

flyball to center that Charlie could have caught, but the short field barrier pre-

"“uted him to get it, and we were all tied up, 3-3. In our sixth, we went down
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agein as Frank singled, followed by John's second blow, but we left them there. !|
m the Amos sixth, Dick was touched for a hit, followed by a stolen base and two
errors scored two more runs to make it 5-3, AMOS! We were really down as we went
to the seventh. We opened by Ron's base-on~balls, Mike C. walked, Roger's

grounder forced Mike as Ron moved to third. Jim struck out but while at bat, Ron
raced home on a passed ball. Roger moved to third on the play. With two away and
down -4, the Amos catcher elected to try and pick off Rog at third, who was
seanpering back and forth, the ball got away from the Amos 3rd sacker and Roger
tolted home with the tying tally. Charlie walked and went to second on a wild
pitech. Billy Swengel grounded to third and. the ball went through the third
taseman's legs for an error and allowed the oncoming Charlie to score, and we

were in the lead, 6-5. Dick went into the seventh with a narrow margin and tired
from throwing many pitches. The first two batters grounded out, Ron, making a
terrific play on one of the ground balls. Dick suddenly was able to throw only
tells for the homeplate umpire no matter where they crossed the plate. He walked
Wo and had a 3-2 count on the next hitter when he slipped the final third strike
kssed the hitter to end the game. It was a hard win, but we got it! ILefty Dick
struck out 16 more Amos hitters for a total of 33 in 14 frames against the Shawmee
%am, He won his fourth against two losses, and it was our tenth win against five
losses in League play. We had only five hits opposed to their four safeties.

ek Everett and John Redmon had two hits each and Ron Swann had the other good

e, Gary Jones turned in his uniform to take & job,

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-ONE
On July 10, 1971, we drove to Holton to meet their American Legion team.
mem&nager attempting to insert everyone in the lineup became too zealous in the
ot ang pulled pitchers and players at times that hurt our effort in this

sa”’-l’day evening contest. We started Loren Shufeldt on the hill against their
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jeyer. We scored one in our first when Ron Swann walked, stole second and came on
ground on a passed ball and a tagging-up of Charlie Lord's flyball to left. A

walk and a double off Loren quickly tied it up for Holton. We threatened in our
gecond when Dick Dodson singled and went to second on an error of Rog Zarazua's
grounder. With two on, we went out 1-2-3. TLoren throttled them in their second
vithout difficulty and left after hurling two innings. In our third, Gary Conwell
singled, stole second, moved to third on a passed ball and scored on a flyball

by Charlie. Jeff Jones came on to hurl the third and fourth innings for us. He
geve oné run on an error and a base hit. Tied again, now 2-2. We did nothing

in our fourth as Bill Swengel's base hit was lost as we left him stranded on base.
Jeff struck their hitters out 1-2-3 in their fourth for a fine two inming stint,
and we relieved him in their fifth with Howard Stice. 1In our fifth, we went down
in order. Trouble brewed for us in their fifth as Howard was touched for a base
hit, a wild pitch, two consecutive walks, followed by another hit before we could
msh in some relief, ILu Wright came on and gave up another walk and a pair of

vild pitches. Totally, three big Holton runs scored and we were down 5-2 after

5 Our attack was listless in our sixth only with a hit by Jim Dodson, and the
folton team took advantage by scoring two more as Lu walked two more and gave up
drun before Charlie Lord came on to get them out. 7-2, Holton. In our Tth,

fobby Tompkins singled but that was it! We went home disgruntled, having lost .
-2, We had only 5 hits off Meyer, one each by Gary Conwell, Jim Dodson, Dick
bison, Bill Swengel and Bobby Tompkins. Howard Stice suffered the loss, his .
lirst against no wins. It was our tenth loss againet 21 wins. We are 10-5 in !
Ysgue play. Loren and Jeff pitched well and the manager felt confident that if ]
fther had been left there on the hill, the outcome would have been different. g
talk up one for the skipper!
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GAME NUMBER THIRTY-TWO

On July 12 we hosted the Kansas City Frank Waters team again at Big Shunga
pirk. Having suffered two losses against the League leading Kansas Citians, we
vere desperate to conquer those vaunted opponents. We fired our big left-handed I
gmner, Lefty Jim Dodson, against their bespectacled right-hander, Jones. Big
Jin started fast by striking out the side in the first inning. We opened in our
first by witnessing Ron Swann gaining first on an error. Mike Custenborder slashed
abase hit to left-center and Ron steamed right on around third and headed home on
the throw in toward home, the cutoff was fired to second base to nail the diving
like C., who was plowing into second base. - The ball was fired low and caromed
off Mike's eye nearly knocking him out. We had to take Mike out and off to the
lospital. Results showed ‘he. was to suffer from a black eye and a sore head for
s few days. His basé hit and hustling into second base were of the upmost im-
prtance as time went on. Mike Sturgeon was inserted to run for the injured
kike C. Speedy Gary Conwell placed a beautiful bunt down to move Mike S. over
0 third base. Big Jim blasted a line drive eingle to score Mike S. and we had
o big ones.

Jim gave up a base hit in their second, but that was it. He was left
randed at first base. In our second, we went down in order, striking out all
ree times. Big "Left" retaliated by striking out all of their three hitters
in their third. We went down in order in our third. Jim allowed a walk in their
furth, but that was all. Our effort in our fourth was another base hit by Jim,
"t we left him alone on the bases. In the fifth, Jim gave up a walk but a great
ey by Ron at short erased the runmer when he fielded a short hopper, stepped on
*ond and fired to first to complete a quick double play. We struck out again
23 in our fifth. The sixth turned out to be a real heart-throbber! Harvey
" off with & walk. With only a 2-0 lead, any runner on bases was a threat! Jim

ek out Glover, but Jones banged a long shot to left-center for a triple scoring
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gervey and put the tying run on third, one out with the cleanup and fifth place i

nitting coming up. Jim dug deep and fired three past Colovich, dug some more and
gt Dressler on three more fireballs to end the narrow one. In our sixth, Roger
jarazua blasted a hit to right, but again we left him there. The crucial seventh '
began by Jones striking out. O'Bryan grounded out Conwell to Dick. Dusil hit a

bigh fly to right into big Frank Everett's glove to end it and we won 2-1! Jim

had won it on a two hitter, striking out 12, walking four. He was now 5 and 0, and

we went to 22-10 and 11-5 in our Connie Mack wars. Ve garnered only 4 hits our-

gelves off Jones, two by Jim and one each by Rog and Mike Custenborder. Jones

struck out 11 of us. It was a great game to win and made us all feel much better

in beating the K.C. outfit.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-THREE

Two days later we headed back to K.C. to meet the Frank Waters league
leaders again. We sent our curve-ball artist to the hill against their ace, Nick
Glovich. Dick was eager to gain revenge for the 2-1 loss he absorbed earlier
down here. This game turned out to be one of the most unusual contests we would
heve, Ve started in our first by Ron Swann slashing a single to right, Ron stole
#cond and scored on a ground ball by Jim Dodson. Dick walked Glover, but picked
hin off first to take care of the situation. In our second we were absolutely
lamless. F.W. came on to tie it up when with two away, Colovich doubled and
fored on Dick's pickoff play throw to second which eluded both Ron and John.

In our third, we went down in order and the K.C. nine scored three in their
ird when with one away, they exploded! Harvey singled, Glover singled, Dusil
bt o high fly to left. Bill Swengel couldn't get to it in left and suddenly
%e ball disappeared. The umpires waved a circle as a homerun sign. We were
Umayed because we did not see the ball go over the fence, bounce off the fence or

Ul ve gee it anywhere! When asking Bill Swengel, he said it did not go over the
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fence but fell into a hole. The manager went to the umpires earlier in the game on ‘|
|
i

three different occasions. When they were shown that the ball had fallen in a

gopher hole and disappeared, they agreed it couldn't be declared a homerun after |
all, (Brilliant pair!) They ruled the ball a double and two runs scored on the

play. Two walks and two more hits plated another run to give the K.C. boys three

total in the freme and a 4-1 lead. The five hits altogether in the innings were

the most ever off Dick. When visiting with him in the inning of turmoil, he

mentioned his arm was "not right". A pickoff play helped in the inning and they

left three on the bases.

We came to bat in our fourth, and Bill walked, followed by Big Jim Dodson's
line drive shot out over the right field barrier for a homerun to meke it 4-3,
FW. It was hit like a bullet! Dick went down further to almost side arm and
retired the ememy - without any trouble over the next three inmings. In the
fifth, a beautiful heads up play helped considerably. Dusil led off with a
gin of first via an error by Ron at short and as the hall was retrieved and
in exchange, Big Jim was forced to leave the sack to go after the ball and the
throw in was made to Bobby Tompkins, who alertly covered the first sack and
slapped the ball on the rummer for the out. we simply could not muster any sort
of an attack against Colovich. Roger Zarazua doubled in our seventh but with two
evay and that was it. We had only three hits in this tough loss - Jim's homer,
Ron Swann's single and Roger Zarazua's double. Dick gave up eight hits, striking
ot eight and walking five in absorbing his third loss against four wins. Two of
Yien by one run (2-1) (4-3) to this same F.W. Club. More importantly,this was
the 1ast game of the season for the young lefthander as his "not right arm" was

*tWally a pulled muscle in the shoulder and a complete rest of the area was the

uly angwer.

';;;'65‘ ‘_ & ST : = e > B = T
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GAME NUMBER THIRTY FOUR

Probably more than any game or games during the year, our ACES team

looked forward to the match with the Topeka American Legion Post #74 team. The

reasons for such eagerness to meet them are many. To begin with, most of the

players on each team know one another, through previous games, being former players

g teammates, other sports participants and rivals, plus rumors heard, that the

legion team was going to tear the ACES apart. An article in the TOPEKA DAILY

CAPITAL written earlier in the year played up the merits of the Legion team as ;
being a great team in the state. This served as necessary motivation on the part

of the ACES players to want to prove to all in the Kansas area which team was

siperior. We started this big doubleheader on Saturday evening, July 17, at

Bbig Shunga Park. The weather was extremely hot and humid. Bobby Tompkins was

essigned the first game and the task of stopping the Legiomnaires. Martinek, a

right hander, was on the hill for them. The 74 boys started fast when

Yorrissgy singled and scored on Heptig's double. A hit by Billy Crooks scored

feptig. with another run. Bobby settled down after delivering a hit to Peterson.

Ve came back in our first determined. Ron Swann walked, Gary Conwell singled,

ioger plated Ron. Jim Dodson stepped to the plate and picked on a Martinek

fagtball and ripped it 345' away over the left field fence where the ball bounced

Uf one of the light poles. Three more big ones and four total for the frame.

42 now! Bobby took them 1-2-3 in their second. We grabbed another in our second

‘ien Bobby walked, moved up on the walk issued to Gary Conwell and an error at i
iret of Jim's hard ground ball. The Legion team came back in their third for a
Bir yvhen Morrissey singled again followed by Kruger's double. Heptig plated

e both with his second hit. Now 5-4. We failed to score in our third as only
lthy Redmon's threatened, Bob gave up & double to Mudge in their fourth, but

*® gt them out. In our fourth, we scored when Ron Swann doubled, moved to third
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on Gary's single and scored on Jim's base hit to right, 6-4 now after 4! Bobby

vas in slight trouble in their fifth by issuing a walk and a hit but escaped.
charl.ie Lord's single was to no avail in our half of the fifth. Bobby had thrown
pany pitches and the weather was working on him by now. The Legion team had
relieved Martinek with Noble in the second and sent Lee in the sixth. In their
gixth, Bobby gave up a pair of walks, a hit bateman and a base hit to make it

6-6. We rushed big lefty Jim Dodson to the mound. He struck out Heptig and got
Peterson on a pop-out to end the inning. We went down in order in our sixth. Jim
struck out two and allowed a walk to stop the Legion in their seventh. Jim
Jodson, enjoying a big evening already, led off by blasting a Lee piteh to

deep center for a double. Frank Everett's grounder moved Jim to third. Charlie
lord walked. Bill Swengel stroked a flyball far enough to centerfielder, Mudge.
Jin took off as the ball folded into his glove, and sped home to cross the plate
with the deciding run. We won it 7-6 in a thriller! Jim took on his sixth win
ageinst no losses as Lee felt the loss. Bobby gave up 11 hits, two walks and
struck out two over the hot and humid 5 1/5 innings. Jim struck out three, while
valking three and giving no hits. We had eight hits in all. Big Jim had three
including five runs batted in on his homerun, double and single. Gary Conwell
Yipped for a pair as Ron, Roger, Charlie had one each. It was a hard fought,
fotionally packed contest, and we were both fortunate and happy to have won it.

Ve are now 23-11 overall and looking forward to the next game.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-FIVE
The weather was still extremely hot and humid so we headed into the
%cond game. We sent Scott Hall to the hill to face their Foster. Ve were the
Ysitors in this contest, thum we batted first. Ron Swann led off by being plunked
“ith an errant Foster pitch. Dick Dodson lined a shot into right-field to send

o vith our first blood. Mudge doubled and Kruger walked in their first, but
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seott got out of the frame without their scoring as he got Morrissey on strikes

and Heptig on a ground ball back to himself. In our second, Gary Conwell |

wlked and was forced at second on Mike Custenborder's ground fielder's choice.
secott blistered a single to left scoring Mike C. after Mike had stolen second {
bese. We are now up 2-0. Scott walked three in their second but got out of it

oma K and two force outs. Jim got on by an error and Bill Swengel in our third,

b that was it for the frame. In the Legion third, Mudge tripled. Scott got

tough and struck out Morrissey and got Kruger on a slight tap to Mike C. at 3rd, 5
With two away, Rod Heptig singled in Mudge with their first run, 2-1, ACES after
tiree. We went to work in our fourth when Gary C. led off with a base hit. Mike

0. forced Gary C. at second. Scott's ground ball was fumbled by Billy Crooks at
third to allow Mike to move to third while he moved up to first safely. Ron

crashed a line drive down the right field line for a two baser scoring Mike and
icott. Dick Dodson unloaded a long shot that ripped against the right field

wll for a double to score Ron. After Rog bounced out, Jim Dodson shot a line drive
single to right to score Dick with our fourth tally of the frame and sent us into
26-1 lead. In their fourth, Scott retired them 1-2-3, In our fifth, we started
inwhere we left off. Gary C. walked, Mike C. belted hard to left for a one-

sger, Scott forced Gary C. on a fielder's choice. Ron K'd but Dick kept up his
bitting barrage with another drive into right-center to score Mike and Scobt.

lick scored later on Jim's base hit to give up three more and a beautiful 9-1

l2d, Scott began struggling in their fifth when he vas tagged for three hits

“l a walk to score threefor them. At the end of five, we held a 9-4 lead. In

e sixth, we added another tally when Gary C. walked again, his third of the game, an
“ rode all the way home on Ronnie's second two base blast of the contest. 10-4 |
“4% In their sixth, Scott, by now tiring very fast, gave up & walk and three

“aight bage hits. Three more Legion tallies, 10-7 now withmen on. Big Jim

SRR ey e ; e
R A ' s : B
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Jodson was called to duty agein to squelch the fire. In one of the most unique

|
and certainly unusual plays ever, Big Jim fired a fastball past the hitter : 1
peterson and it went on by catcher Bill Swengel's mitt and shot toward the distant
backstop, which at Big Shunga Park with the distance between the plate and the
tackstop, is an automatic run for any rummer at third attempting to score. The
bell banged against a 4" diameter steel pole and shot back by Bill, who was headed
for it to retrieve and at least make the attempted play. The ball rebounded like
a shot toward Big Jim, who was covering home plate, he gloved it and laid it on
the rurmer sliding in from third, Heptig, for the final out. What a play! It
took us out of the big inning they were having and disheartened them to toot. In
our seventh, Roger led off with a double but was forced at third on Jim's fielder's
choice. Jim was forced at second, Bill walked and Charlie Lord singled, but we
couldn't score. Going into the last of the seventh, we led 10-7. Jim walked
Foster and Zerngest, struck out Brooks and Mudge, 2 out. Morrissey hit a little
sire-out grounder to ILu Wright at first which should have ended it, but Im kicked
it to allow. Foster to score and put the tying runs on the bases. Jim walked
friger and thus the sacks were loaded. The cleanup hitter, Heptig, at bat.
big Jim went to work and blew his fast balls by Heptig to end the game in a
Mart stopper, 10-8, ACES. Whew! Jim saved us again. Scott won his fourth
#ainst one loss. He pitched 5 2/3% innings, giving up 7 runs, 8 hits, 8 walks
&d struck out 5. Jim fired 1 1/3, allowing no hits, one run, 3 walks and
ok out three. We had 14 big hits. Dick had a great night with three. Rog
% Ron contributed a pair of dandies to help our cause. Jim banged a pair with '
EFBI's; Rog had three RBI's, as did Dick. Bill, Charlie, Gary C., Mike C, and
%tt had a hit each. Coach George and Umpire Pringle had some differences and
korge got the old bounce early in the game. Ve had a huge crowd which helped

the Players immeasurably. The double sweep was so sweet to accept., The ACES

fore really up after these games and from this point on through the remainder
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of the season, the ACES were nearly unbeatable! We are now 24-11 overall.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-SIX bl

The next day, Sunday, July 18, we traveled to Bonner Springs to take on I
the Bonners in another twinbill. We sent Loren Shufeldt to the hill in the first
game against Allen for our opponents. Ron Swann started off for us with a base
on balls. Bill Swengel strolled also. Jim Dodson loaded the sacks with a walk and
(harlie Lord, still suffering from his month long slump, slashed a shot for a
gingle to score Ron and Bill. Gary Conwell walked and Charlie scored later on a
fielder's choice. 3-0, ACES. Loren gave up a single in their first, but that
wes all as he enjoyed a good imning. In our second, Ron walked, Dick Dodson
strolled, Bill was walked to load the bases. Jim walked again to force in a run.
Allen was replaced on the B.S. hill by Mathias. Charlie emerging from the long
lack of hitting, banged out a two-base shot to left-center to clear the sacks.
Frank Everett's one-baser later scored Charlie to bolt us into an eight-nothing
lead. Loren, with such a nice padding, gave up only two hits over the next four
imings and no runs. Two snappy double plays via Ron-to-Gary C.-to-Jim helped.
e grabbed run number nine in our fourth when Jim singled, stole second, moved
fo third on an error of Gary Conwell. Mike Custenborder's ground ball, forcing
bary ¢. allowed Jim to score. In our sixth, Jim doubled & blast to right, fol-
loved by Charlie's second double in a row. Gary C. bolted a base hit to score
tharlie, Mike C. sent Gary to third with his base hit. Frank Everett drove his
Second hit to score Gary for a total of three more Tuns and a 12-0 lead. The
Pposition scored their first run of the game in their sixth when Ioren was
tagged for a pair of hits. We added three more runs in our seventh when Ron
%lked again, his third of the game; Bill Swengel unloaded a two base slash and

g Jin unloaded a torrid shot to the home plate area of another ball field

‘Proxinately 400' from home plate in the right-field direction. It was his
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pinth round-tripper of the season. Loren, now leading 15-1, toyed with the Bonner

gpringers, giving up two tallies on an unusual streak of wildness, for Loren, 3
welks and an error. We won 15-3. Loren earned his third vietory against no
losses. We won our 12th win in League play against six losses and our 25th win
opposed to 11 losses overall. Loren gave up five hits, walking six, striking
out five. We had 11 hits total with Jim and Charlie stroking three big ones for

us, Frank had two while Bill, Gary C., Mike C. had one apiece.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-SEVEN

In the second game of this twinbill, we selected Lefty Jeff Jones to hurl
for us to face the slants of their Phil Johnston. We failed to score in our first
g did our opponents. In our second, Charlie Lord started in where we had left off,
mtting wood on the ball, led off with a base hit. John Redmon lined a base hit
% left. Mike Sturgeon walked, to load the bases. Rick Schmidt lined a single
% left to score Charlie. Jeff hit a flyball to center which was dropped by the
eenter gardener. Gary Conwell shot a single to center to give us a total of six
big tallies for the inning. Jeff gave up a walk and a single, but that was all.
In our third, we tallied another when Charlie walked and scored later on Mike
Sturgeon's line drive base hit to left. Jeff walked a pair in their third, but
situck out three to stop the Bommer Spring batters. We went down in order in our
fourth, and they followed suit. In our fifth, we picked up run number eight as
tharlie, by now enjoying hitting again, singled and scored later on "Mighty Mike"
Yurgeon's double. Jeff K'd two more as he sent the enemy down in order. In
%r pixth, Gary C. singled, followed by Dick Dodson's one baser. Roger Zarazua
lined oyt a shot to score Gary C. Jim blasted a double to right-center to score
Mek and Roger. Charlie smacked another double to score Jim. Dee Morgan's

®ounder forced Charlie and Dee scored later on Mike Sturgeon's third straight

hl&ﬁt, & shot which actually carried over the left-field barrier but was ruled a
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double by the umpire, who said the ball went through the fence. (He, the out- |
fielder, admitted later that the ball went over.) Rick Schmidt belted his | !
gecond hit, but he and Mike S. were left stranded. We scored five more to make

it 13-0. In their sixth, Jeff allowed a pPair of hits and a walk, but a K and a

grounder to first stopped their "rally". In our seventh, we went wild! @Gary C.

gingled, his third hit of the game. Dick blasted s long shot over the right-

center wall for his third 4-baser of the season. Rog slashed a two-base shot,

(harlie ricocheted another two-base blast off the left field fence, Dee Morgan ‘:
sent & long shot to center for a double. Mike S., having a terrific night, belted |
his fourth straight shot; Rick walked, Gary C.'s grounder was booted; Dick

creamed a shot to right, and we had eight more big ones! Now 21-0. Jeff, working

for a shutout, set the host team down on one harmless single to leave the mound

e 21-0 victor. It was his second win against one loss. OQur team total was now

2-11 and our league record changed to 13-6. We had 21 hits in this hitting per-

formence. Hitting heroes prevailed everywhere., Mike Sturgeon gave notice to

everyone he was going to hit, had four for four. Charlie, now feeling exhuberant,

shot out four for four also. Gary C. had three big ones, Ricky Schmidt, Dick

Dodson, Roger Zarazua had two big ones each as Scott Hall, Jim, Dee, John had

one apiece. Four games in two days is not hard to take and we took them!

CAME NUMBER THIRTY-EIGHT
On Wednesday evening, July 21, we journeyed to DeSoto where we met the
Comnie Mack representative from that area. We started Iu Wright against their
fnmer, Our ACES started off with a bang as Ron Swann walked; Dick Dodson, Roger

larazua walked, Charlie slapped a single to left scoring Ron and Dick. Bill

Svengel blistered another double to right-center to plate Rog and Charlie. Gary
lonwell walked and Mike Custenborder bolted a base hit to right-center, Lu
founded to left. Dick creamed a two base drive to right, Roger backed him with
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another two bage shot to left, and Jim Dodson shot a drive to right to score Rog.

yhen the smoke had cleared, we had scored ten big ones. Lu ran into problems

imediately in the DeSoto half of the first, & hit batsman and a homerun made it
two for them. In our second, we scored one when Bill Swengel got on via an error
and was forced later at third base. In between the error and the force, Gary C.
lifted a single to left. Stolen basesby Gary C. and Mike C. plus a wild pitch
scored one. Iu could not stand the prosperity of a 11-2 lead and quiekly got

into a jam in their second when he gave up three walks, a hit batsman and a base
hit to score three more for DeSoto. Charlie Lord was summoned from center-field

to take over for the faltering Iu. Charlie retired them without further damage.

Both teams were scoreless in the third though we loaded the bases in our half on |
walks to Jim and Bill plus an infield hit by Charlie. Charlie gave up a harmless

single to them in their half. In our fourth, we scored one on two slashes by

like C. and Dick. Charlie retired them in order 1-2-3 in their fourth. 12-5,

our favor after four full ones. In our fifth, Big Jim lead off with a shot

&gain to right. Charlie moved Jim to third with his third base hit of the night.

Gary C. walked. Mike Sturgeon singled to left, Ron and Dick walked and we had

three more. Charlie sent them down in order in their fifth, and we were now
vmfortably in the lead, 15-5. In our sixth, Big Jim unloaded a cannon blast,
long and deep over the center-field barrier for his tenth homerun of the

tmpaign. Charlie, now really clipping the old rock, unloaded a hit, his fourth
* the game, Bill walked, John Redmon singled, Rick Schmidt lined out a base
fock and we had three more tallies. Now 18-5. The DeSotoans came back to get
tree off Charlie in the sixth on two hits, two walks, and a hit by batter. we
faileq to register in our seventh and the opposition tallied one more in their

"nal chance on a couple of hits and a pair of walks., Jim came on to retire the '

st batter. Ve won this marathon 18-9. Big Charlie won our 14th against six
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losses and our 27th opposed 11 losses overall. We had 18 hits overall. Charles

took on four, Jim had three and Dick and Mike Custenborder had two each. Solo
ghots were struck by Roger, Bill, Gery C., John, Rick, ILu, Mike Sturgeon. This
was our fifth win in a row and gave us a total of 71 runs scored in the five

games, 17 against the Legion Post #74, 36 on Bonner Springs and 18 tonight.

GAME NUMBER THIRTY-NINE

On Friday evening, July 23, we headed northeast to Kansas City, Kansas,
for a scheduled doubleheader at Heathwood Park located at 10th and Chelsea
Trafficway. Each game being played in the league is crucial and if we are to
have any chance at all we must win all of our remaining games in league play. We
gent Big Jim Dodson our fireballing lefthander to the hill to hurl against the
hard-throwing K.C. Friedman team's Parker, another lefthander. We started by
being retired 1-2-3 in our first. Jim gave up a lead off single, a wild pitch,
&move up on a fly ball and a run on a tag up of another fly ball. We went down
in order in our second as Parker's curve ball mixed with his fastball gave us
frouble. Jim warmed to his task by taking them 1-2-3 in their second. In our
third, Mike Custenborder led off with & single, John Redmon unleased a shot to
tenter for a base hit. Bobby Tompkins sacrificed the runners over to third and
second, Ron lifted a shallow fly to right and Mike C. tagged up and scored to .
Yie it up 1-1. We failed to score more in the frame. Jim shut the door in
their face in their third. In our fourth, we made no niche nor did they, as
Jm struck out the side in order. We went down in order in our £ifth. In the
friedman fifth after two outs on strikeouts, Jim gave up a walk and a hit to
Yarker £o1lowed by a good hit by Randall to put our opposition into the lead, 2-1.
bwn  now and time narrowing in on us, Ron led off with an infield base hit, Dick
ot g grounder to first who pulled the shortstop off second on the attempted

lubleplay throw. Roger popped out to second. With the tying and winning rune on

1
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gnd one away, Big Jim came up and he blasted a line shot to right for a three

tase slash to score both. After Charlie grounded out 1-3, Gary C. lined a shot f
to left to score Jim with an insurance run, now 4-2. Mike C. singled after Gary C.

tut we left them there. Jim by now really firing struck out two more in their

sixth and gave up nothing to the Friedmens. In our seventh, we went in order.

Jin feeling the distinct throb of victory withih his grasp, struck out two more

in the 7th to end the game 4-2, ACES. It was a great one to win! Jim earned |
his seventh win against no losses, and we had won our 15th victory in the Connie
lieck League and our twenty-eighth overall win opposed to 11 losses. Jim allowed
three hits, four walks and struck out 13 in his fine effort. We had six hits off
the good job performed by Parker. Mike Custenborder was our only multiple hitter
vith two hits and one hit each was struck by Ron, Jim, Gary C. and John. Parker

struck out nine of us. We heard alot of "Fire hard - Parker!"

GAME NUMBER FORTY

The second game of the doubleheader was assigned to our steady and re-
liable right-hander Scott Hall. The Friedmans countered with Carruthers, a
righthander. We wanted this one in order "to gplit the scene, man". In our
first, Dick Dodson walked and scored on Roger Zarazua's tremendous smash over
the leftfielder's head which went for a double. Scott had no problems in their
first or second as he gave up only a single. In our second, we unloaded for four
%ore when Gary Conwell singled, Mike Custenborder shot a double to left-center.
%0t Hall blasted a long shot to deep right to score Gary C. and Mike C. Dick
loaded a two base smash to score Scott; Roger walked and Big Jim rapped a double
W right to give us the 4 and a 5-0 lead. In our third,; we failed to score
though B111 walked and Mike C. singled. The Friedman nine scored one in their :
%ird on two walks and one hit. In our fourth, we added three more when Dick

Woadeq 8 long shot to right-center; Roger blasted his second double to lef't, : :

L]
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Jin sent one long and deep to left-center to score two more and he scored a
poment later on a ground out of Gary Conwell's. Scott gave up a run to the '
enemy. When Lane slashed a homerun. We didn't threaten in our fifth and sixth

por did they off Scott. In our seventh, Gary C. singled, went to third on Scott's

double and both scored on ground outs. 10-2, our favor. Sgott was touched for

s double, but that was it as he tightened the cork on their bottle to 1ift us

to our second win of the evening. It was another display of good hitting. We

have now won seven in & row! It made our League record 16-6 and the overall,

29-11. Scott won his fifth against one loss. He was really effective, allowing

five scattered hits while striking out 11 and walking only two. We had 14

hits in this one, three for three by our Roger Zarazua, who is starting to stroke

the old apple with authority. Ron Swann, Dick Dodson, Jim Dodson, Gary Conwell,

Mike Custenborder and Scott Hall all had two blows apiece. Only Charlie and

Bill failed to connect and seven pQES had multiple hits. It was a great effort

under pressurable conditions and Coach Tompkins and I are extremely proud of

these young men.

GAME NUMBER FORTY-ONE
Riding our seven game winning streak, we headed home to entertain the
Stawnee Optimists on Monday, July 26, in another doubleheader. Actually, the
gmes were scheduled for Sunday, July 25, at Prussing Field in Shawmee-Migsion,
bt g heavy summer downpour nearly drowned us all by the time we got to Lawrence,
@d ve had to return to Topeka when we learned that the games were called off.

Tere had been no rain in Topeka, and we agreed to host them up here. Thus

" played the role of visitors in our own ball park. We pitched Bobby Tompkins,
by hardworking catcher-pitcher, against Wozniak for the Optimists. Ron started
K being plunked, Roger walked, Jim forced Ron at third and Rog scored our first

0 a short while later on a wild pitch. Bobby retired them in order in their

A,
———
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first. We blew the lid off in our second when Mike Custenborder walked; John
gedmon lined out a single; Ron Swann strolled to load the bases. Dick Dodson
wvalked to force in Mike C. Roger Zarazua's ground ball was kicked by the
(ptimist first sacker and John tallied. Jim Dodson lashed a shot to right to

score Ron, Dick and Roger, and we had five big ones end a 6-0 lead. Bobby gave up
a single, but it was erased in another fine doubleplay started by Ron to John to
Jin. We scored two more in our third when Mike C. led off with a line drive

bingle Yo center; John walked. Bobby's sacrifice moved them both over. After
Ron's infield pop up, Dick banged a base hit to left to score both Mike C. and
John. Now 8-0, ACES. Bobby experienced a.base hit, an error and a walk, but

gt out of the inning unscathed by striking out a pair of Optimist hitters. We
feiled to score for the first time in our fourth, though Charlie Lord singled

to center and Mike C. got via an error. Our opponents did not score in their

fourth as Jeff Jones allowed a single after two away. We had removed Bobby after

three innings in order to pitch him in one of the erucial oncoming games with

Ottawa American Legion. Lefty Jeff Jones, who had fired a shutout his last outing,

tame on in the fourth. In our fifth, we added another run when Jeff walked,

Dick singled him to third followed by Jim's base hit to center, giving Jim 5 RBI's
for the game. The Optimists combed Jeff for four big runs with three hits and a o) f
Bir of walks, but Jeff held tough and got them out. We made no niche in our

sixth nor did the Optimists. In our 7th, a walk to Dick followed by singles

lssued to Rog and Jim; Jeff took our opponents out end gave us run 17 with no

iffionlty to 8ain credit for a save and Bobby gained his sixth win against one

logs, ge gave up just two hits in three innings while walking one and striking

Wo., Jeff gave up four runs on four hits. We had nine hite in arriving at our (i
fen Tuns. Jim had three and Dick two. Roger, Charlie, Mike C., John all had J

" hit apiece. Runs batted in were divided among Jim with 5, Dick 3 and Rog, 51|

™. Ve were now 17-6 in our League play and 30 wins, 11 losses overall, J
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GAME NUMBER FORTY-TWO
In the second game of the doubleheader, we sent our "Quiet Man",
loren Shufeldt to the mound to face the efforts of Yates for the Shawnee Mission
optimists. Again as "visitors", we batted first. We started off with four big
rmns in our first when Ron Swann shot out a hit, Dick Dodson fractured a smash
off the right field wall, Bill Swengel walked, Jim Dodson's grounder went through
the second baseman, Gary Conwell lashed a drive to left, Mike Custenborder bolted
another hit to center.
Loren set the Opts down after giving up a single in their first imning.
In our second, we went right back to work by scoring five more. Loren walked,
Ron singled, Dick singled, Bill got by an error and Jim singled, Charlie singled
and the score was now 9-0. Loren gave up two runs on a hit, a walk and an error.
We pounded out two more runs in our third when Mike (. walked, Ron singled and
Dick walked. The opposition scored two more in their third on an error, a walk
and & double. Neither team scored in the fourth though Gary C. singled. 1In
our fifth, we added four more to the total as Loren singled, Ron singled, Dick
valked to fill the sacks full of ACES. Bill walked to force in one run, Jim
bmbed a shot to center to score all three. The Optimists came back and scored
Wo more in their fifth on an error at short, a walk and a two base hit, 15-6,

AES, after five full frames. In our sixth, we added misery to woe by grabbing

five more tallies; Loren singled, Ron walked and with two away, Jim bolted
#other blast for a double. Charles drove Jim home with his liner to center.
bery . unloaded a shot to left to score Charlie, 20-6. In the 7th, a pair of
tits soored one more for the Optimists to end the game 20-7. We had won the { (ih
imbleheader and our 18th League win against six losses and our 3lst win overall

posed to 11 losses.

Loren won his fourth victory against no losses. He allowed

®ven hits, struck out five and walked two. It was our 9th win in a row! Ron
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geann had a great game with four hits and & walk. Jim Dodson and Gary Conwell

nad three hits apiece while Dick Dodson, Mike Custenborder, Charlie Lord and

loren Shufeldt belted out two each, 18 hits in all! Jim had five more RBI's in

this game for a total of ten in the doubleheader. Dick had three, Gary C.

picked up two as did Ron.

GAME NUMBER FORTY-THREE

On Tuesday, July 27, we hosted the DeSoto aggregation at Big Shunga. Ve
gent Long and Lanky Jim Dodson to 'hhe'slope to face the little lefthanded
curveballer, Rick Caldwell. Jim struck out the side in their first inning, and
mt them down in order in their second on a. pair of K's and a grounder back to
himgelf. Jim led off our second inning with a resounding double, but we stranded
him there as the mext three hitters went down harmlessly. Jim gave up & walk and
g hit in their third, but no runs as he struck out two more to retire them. In
our third, John Redmon led off with a single, Ron blistered a hit to right to
send John to third. Ron stole second, Dick Dodson lined out a single as did
Roger Zarazua. Jim unloaded another double! This one to left and we had three
mns on five hits. The DeSotoans bounced back in their fourth when they scored
ne on a one base hit and an error. We added two more important runs in our
fourth when John lashed his second hit, went to second on a passed ball and
Scored on Ron's second hit. Ron went to second and third on a passed ball and a
#ld pitch and scored later on a strikeout that forced the catcher to throw to
first on a missed third strike. Jim set them down in order in their fifth.
fin's third hit in a row and Charlie's one baser put a pair on, but we stranded
en. In the sixth, with a 5-1 lead, the DeSoto club scored a pair on a walk, '
folloveq by a hit, an error, another hit, a walk and a hit. A strikeout ended
the threat, 5-3 now. We scored no one in our sixth and in the seventh, Jim

‘alked the first hitter followed by a strikeout. Caldwell singled and a ground

= o i
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out scored a run, 5-4. An attempted steal ended it as we won narrowly 5-4. Jim
won his 8th victory against no losses, and we won our 32nd against 11 losses and i
19th League win versus six reversals. The victory was our 10th win in a row!

e had ten hits total off the curveballs of Caldwell. Jim gave up seven hite

to DeSoto. He struck out 13 and walked five. We struck out ten times. Jim

enjoyed a big night at bat, three for three. John and Ron banged a pair apiece

as Dick, Roger, and Charlie had one each. It was a tough one again!

GAME NUMBER FORTY-FOUR
The game scheduled for Thursday, July 29, was with the Kansas City

Friedman team at Big Shunga Park in Topeka. A telephone call from their manage-

ment asked that the game be called off and forfeited to us as their team was not
gble to make the trip. As a result our ACES accepted the forfeited victory to
us s their team was not able to make the trip. As a result our ACES accepted
the forfeited victory as win nmumber thirty-three overall and 20 in League play.

e now enjoy an eleven game win streak,

GAME NUMBEF FORTY-FIVE

Wednesday, July 28, we hosted the highly tauted Ottawa American Legion
em at home. We sent Scott Hall to the place of decision and he was opposed by a
big swift-throwing right-hander, Cheney. Scott was tagged for a hit and a walk
i their first inning, but Scott strengthened and retired them without further
mage. In our half of the inning, Ron Swann led off with a base on balls.
Yick Dodson did the same, a walk. Roger Zarazua forced Dick at second. Jim
%dson thumped a hit to center to score Ron and we led, 1-0. Scott had no
Woblem in their second as he struck out & pair. Ron's walk was our only serious

“fort in our second. In the Ottawa third, Scott gave up nothing. In our third, ‘ '

g led off with a hit and went to third on the error made of Jim's high flyball.
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therlie Lord forced Him at second, but Rog was able to score on the play, 2-0 now.

scott gave up back-to-back singles in their fourth but again stopped them when he
hed to do it. We added another run in our fourth as Mike C. was hit by a pitched

ball; he moved to second on a ground out of Scott's ball and scored moments later

on Dick Dodson's line base hit to center. 3-0, ACES. The OQttawans got a run,
their only one in the fifth as a pair of hits and an error plated the tally.

Ve wasted Charlie's single and Bill Swengel's walk in our fifth, Scott gave up
wothing to them in their sixth as he retired the side on three consecutive ground-
tells. In our sixth, Scott unloaded a tremendous smash that bounced off the
left field wa}.l for a resounding double. Ron singled by beating out an infield
bit. Dick c;-eamed a single to right; Jim, continuing his hitting spree, shot

a single to center. Charlie forced Jim. Bill walked and Gary Conwell singled.
fcott was masterful again in their seventh, allowing nothing to happen. We won
61. It was Scott's greatest effort and he spun a beautiful game, his sixth
égeingt one lone reversal. We won our 34th win against 11 losses and we are
20-6 in League play. Scott allowed only five scattered hits, walking two,
siriking out two. We had nine hits. Jim and Dick had two each, Ron, Roger,
Bll, Gary C. and Scott all had one hit apiece. VWe are riding a twelve game

vinning streak.

GAME NUMBER FORTY-SIX
On Friday evening, July 30, we journeyed to Ottawa for a return match
vith their Legion team. We started Bobby Tompkins, our curveball artist from
the starboard side. Ottawa assigned a right hander, Fisher, to oppose us. We
arted with & rush. After two outs, Roger Zarazua singled. Big Jim Dodson
tlasted g long drive over the centerfield femce for his 11th homerun of the

®agon. Charlie Lord singled, but we left him and Bill Swengel, who had walked,
Siranded,
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The Ottawa team roared back in a hurry as Bobby gave up a pair of walks
and three hits, including a triple and three runs poured across the plate. We
vent out in order in our second after a walk. Bobby, obviously not right, gave
up & hit by pitcher and single, and we relieved him with Big Charlie Lord. Two
pore Ottawa runs scored and we trailed 5-2. We failed to register anything in
our third and fourth, going down in order. Meanwhile, Ottawa got two more in
their fourth off Charlie on a single and a homerum by Grogan, their catcher,
7-2, Ottawa. In our fifth, we tallied two more as Scott Hall slakhed a hit,
folloved by a walk to Ron Swann. Dick Dodson crashed a shot to deep right to
score two. Loren Shufeldt came on to hurl the fifth and sixth Ottawa frames,
giving up only a single. In our sixth, Frank Everett unloaded a real shot but
tried to stretch his two base hit into a triple and was thrown out. We could
not injure their reliefer, Drumwright, in our seventh and we lost T-4. Bobby took
the defeat, his second against six victories. It was the end of our long winning
streak, 12 in a row. Ve were now 34-12 and 20-6. Ve had eight hits in 211, two

by Scott and one each by Ron, Dick, Roger, Jim, Charlie and Frank.

GAME NUMBER FORTY-SEVEN
On Sunday, August 1, we hosted the Olathe team in an extremely crucial
loubleheader. We learned the evening before that there was no chance for us to

¥in or tie because the standings as of Saturday, July 31, among the three leaders

st0d as follows:

Won Lost
K. C. Frank Waters 23 5
Olathe 22 4
Topeka ACES 20 6

Frank Waters had ended their season by accepting a doubleheader forfeit
% the part of DeSoto to them. Had the DeSoto team played out the games and in

"8 event had won one of them, & clean sweep of the August doubleheader would

SRR
= 2 : - : —
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e

throw us into a three way tie among Olathe, K.C. Frank Waters and ourselves. We

were quite disappointed that DeSoto forfeited. Their claim as reason was a Babe |
futh tourney held in Paola took away their manager. He was managing both the
(onnie Mack team and the Babe Ruth team. We were also somewhat perplexed over the
request by the Olathe teamis manager to forfeit our two games to them, thus
allowing them to eke out a one game margin over Frank Waters. The Olathe manage-
pent was informed that the ACES never forfeit. We could be the last team in the
league standings and we would not forfeit! As a result of such events and attempted
maneuvering, our ACES knew they could not share in the crown, but they felt they
certainly could shape some destinies by making a 100% effort in this doubleheader.
e took the field with essentially the exact lineup and pitcher that we had opened
the season with the previous month of May, and ironically the same opponent -
Olathe. Big Lefty Jim Dodson climbed the mound and fired to his long standing
target, Bobby Tompkins. The two of them had been playing this role since they
were nime years, and it was to be the last time as Big Jim Dodson had signed with
the New York Yankees and would be reporting to the spring training site in
follywood, Florida, in February or March of 1972. Bobby's plans were to go on
o play college bell and Stan Musial League in the summer. These games also were
o be the last for Scott Hall, our second game pitcher; Lu Wright, pitcher; Dee
forgan, second baseman; and Bill Swengel, one of our catchers. Ron Swann,
elthough eligible to play another season, notified us that his family was moving
% Vashington, D. C. on September first. We hate to see him go and are cer-
‘ainly going to miss our graduates. Jim, Lu and Bobby are three of the longest
Standing veterans and their leaving will be sorely felt as is true with the more
cent ACES - Scott, with three years' tenure, Bill with one and Dee with one.

Jim Dodson started as usual by firing his portside smoke past three hitters

' one-two-three fashion. We grabbed a quick run in our first, when with two away,
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both on strikeouts, Rome,a crafty and fast lefthander on the hill for Olathe, I
gave up an error to Roger Zarazua, a stolen base moved him to second and Big Jim 1
plated with a line drive single to left-center, 1-0, ACES. It was to be the only
run we were going to get off Rome as he really slammed the door tight on us the
remainder of the way. Jim struck out three more in their second, and he was in
full charge. The next fourteen hitters went out in order for us as we were

stifled by Rome's offerings. Jim walked two in their third but that was all. In
the Olathe fourth, Jim struck out Findley and was preforming beautifully. Sudden-
ly he walked Harris and then gave up three straight hits to Harris, L. Kincaid

and P. Kincaid to score two. He then went. back to his usual pattern of striking
out hitters and we were trailing 2-1 now. Jim experienced no difficulty in the
Olathe fifth inning. In the sixth, two hits and a costly error scored another run
and we were down 3-1. In our seventh, we made our first effort since the first
iming when Roger Zarazua led off with a base hit, Charlie moved Rog to third with
a base hit but that was it as our next batters went out and we succumbed 3-1 in a
sad loss. Jim suffered his first loss of the Year on the last day of the season
% match his eight victories of the Year. He allowed six hits, strusk out nine,
walking four as he pitched a fine game, but we couldn't score against Rome, who

st us down superbly. We had only three hits. Jim had two and Roger the other.
fome struck out nine of us also. It was our seventh loss in the League opposed

% 20 wins and our 13th loss, overall, against 34 victories. The Olathe team

8 bliseful over the win as the victory assured them of at least a tie with the
Prank Vaters team from K.C. If they could win the next one, they would win the
Pmmant. The entire Frank Waters team manaegement and fans were on the scene hoping

* could win the next one to Jjuxtapose them with Olathe. We were going to try!

GAME NUMBER FORTY-EIGHT

The final game of the year! Two games during the season, Seneca at I
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geneca and Lawrence at Topeka had been rained out and in both cases the two Legion

|
I
teams stated they did not want to make them up, thus we did not play our full |

fifty games. This 4B8th game was to be still another severe test for us. We

were for the most part unhappy with the Olathe outfit, particularly over the

"forfeit request" issue and, of course, they had just won over us in a smarting
3-1 game. They were now ahead 2-1 in our series. If we could take them in this
one we would at least split ower the season and additionally, it would throw us
into a second place position in the final League standings. Obviously, the win
would throw Olathe into a tie for first place with Frank Waters of Kansas City.
We opened with Scott Hall seeking his seventh win. The Olathe hurler was
Paul Kincaid, another portsider. Scott set them down in order, 1-2-3, two of
them via the strikeout route. In our first, we hustled to a pair as Ron Swann
led off with a smash hit to right. Roger Zarazua got on via an error and
“Jarrin' Jim" blistered a base hit to left to score both runs and we were in the
lead 2-0. Scott was magnificient as he set the Olatheans down in order, imming
after inning, Over the first five innings, only a walk in the fourth marred an
otherwise perfect performance. Meanwhile, our own efforts were being thwarted.
Ron crashed a double following Scott's gain of first via a walk but both runners
¥ere stranded. We were all struck out in our third, two more in our fourth.
Dick Dodson was hit by a pitched ball in our fifth, and Roger shot out a single
% right, but they died on the sacks. In the 7th and with a 2-0 lead, Scott ran
into his first trouble. Harris banged out a long 3-base slash to deep left-
enter followed by a L. Kincaid single to right scoring Harris. A walk and
& sacrifice moved a runner to second. A passed ball moved the runner to third
@d he gcored the tying tally by tagging up on a flyball to right 2-2, and Scott |
“es upset as he had thrown a real masterpiece. He was the first hitter in our
%venth and when he struck out, he was incensed, the Umpire bounced him from the

#me and we hastily warmed up Loren Shufeld.. We did nothing in our 7th as we
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went down in order, 1-2-3 including two strikeouts. Loren, coming into the game ‘i
under pressurized conditions, going into the 8th and extra inning, got the first l
two Olathe hitters on two popups and when Findley singled, he was gunned out at . i
second on an attempted steal as Roger fired to Gary, who slapped it on him. Now
our turn in the bottom half of the 8th. With two out and nobody on, Charlie Lord
hit a little popup just behind second base, the Olathe shortstop went over,
called for it and dropped it! Gary Conwell hit a little ground ball to the same
shortatop and he kicked it! Two on now with two out. Mike Custenborder rose
to the heights of the challenge by picking on a Kincaid pitch and rifled it into
left center while Charlie was off and running to score the winning run, 3-2, ACES!
How sweet it is! We moved QOlathe into a final standing of tie for first with
K.C. Frank Waters. The Frank Waters people went wild with delight! They were
pounding backs and shaking hands of happy congratulations all over the field and
duigout area. The Olathe team played K.C. two days later and lost, sending K.C.
to Springfield, Illinois Midwest Regional Tourney play. It was a great game to
win and ended our season on a happy note. Loren won his fifth in relief against
m losses. . We ended 21-7 in the League and 35 and 13 overall. A good year!
The manager stated before the seasoning's opening that if we could win 30 it
wuld be a good year. We won 35! To say that Coach George Tompking and I are
éxtremely proud of these young men would be putting it in a very trite context.
It is absolutely impossible to express our feeling when discussing them. Scott
Ditched seven innings of great ball, allowing only two hits, striking out 13
“iile walking only two. Loren, of course, did a superb job. Our hitting was
Wt too robust, but Kincaid is quite a pitcher. We had six hits in all, Roger
{@razna, Jim Dodson and Mike Custenborder all had one hit apiece. We struck out
16 timeg! Everyone in our lineup was K'd twice except Ron. There is always a

Yment of sadness when the baseball curtain falls and we felt the pangs sharply.
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