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STATEMENT OF TAXES
COUNTY THEASURER Columbus, Kansas,
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fevs J. Re Browne,
Breckenridpe, Mos

liy doar lir. Browne:

I prasume your fomer letter was referrad to the Tax
Commission for attention, just as this letter will be.

The Tax Commission of the state, under the authority
given it by the legislature, does not fix the rate of taxa-
tion on local property. It reviews the valuations placed
upon the property by the local assessorse

An astonishing lack of comprehension exists, even
among intelligent men, as to owr system of taxation. You
gpparently are under the opinion that the state govermment
is responsible for taxes. The situations in Xensas and
liissourl are not materially different In this respect. The
legislature appropriates the amount of money nocessary to
pay the expenses of the state govermment, including the
cost of the state educatiomal institutions, state penal
institutions, charitable institutions and such other or-
ganizations as come under the jurisdiction of the state.

In pur state, this cost is about nine cents out of
every dollar paid on taxes. For instance, ninety pemteont
of the tazes of which you complaln at Baxter Springs are
expended for the towmship and county govermment and the
expense of meintaining the public school system, so that
the subjoct of taxes slways begins in tho economies of
the home unit of govermment, and the state can affect it
only a little.

The system in Kansas is not materially different from
that in any state in the union. In some states the tax
commissions have larger powers than ours possess, bub in
every state the amount of taxation depends upon the expenses
of the locsl units of government, which expend nine-tenths
of all the tax money.

On the subject of an oil tax, W soucht in tie last
general election to secure an emendment to the state constitu-
tion so thot tils sort of a tax might be added to the Kansas
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system. COklahoma gets four anl ome half million dollars

a year out of the tax upon her oil. ZXKansas is not allowed

to tax oil productiom, because the leglslature has not had
froedom, umier our constitution, to deal in a mimeral or

0ill taxe There have been two efforts to change the constitu-
tion. Both have failed, through the gemeral lack of under-
standing which exists on the subject of taxatiom.

1 am sending your letter to the Tax Commission, asking
that an investigation be made as to whether any injustice
has been ¢oné you in the present assessment upon your property.
With best wishes, I remain

Yours sincerely,

Govarnors
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lire Samusl T. Howe,
State Tax Commission,
Buildinge

Doar lire Howe:

ill you kindly read the inclosed letter from lire
Browme? I think it would be & good plan to investigate
the question as to his valustion and see if Browme has
been subjected % en injustice in the matter of valua-
tions

He doesn't seem to have much of a comprehension of
the mammer in which taxes are mised in Kansas, but
apperently the Baxter Springs people have causec him to
believe that the Tax Commission is altogether to blame.

It wouldn't hurt this men to have a better understanding
of the workings of our tax system. Vhile he 1s a minister
end presupposed to be intelligent, he seems to have rather
a hazy idea about a lot of things.

I'd be glad if you would write him, when an in-
vestigation has been made, telling him what he ought to
knowe

Yours sincerely,
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P

H. V, Neodhem,
Tongenoxie, Xensas,

Ly dear Mr, VNesdham:

I have your very interesting letter of the 3rd
inst, ond em sending it first to the Tax Conmission
wiich will rive me the facts upon those things far
which you blame them, and next, to the Industrial
Court thet it nay have vour reflections upon that
for which it haes been responsible. I am not sufficiently
fomilier with o1l the stetements you meke to bs able
to zive you intelligent answers except to the following:

"llissouri has all debts paid snd five or
six millions to the good om a per cepita
expanse of $2,70, Our Stote iuditor seys
our per ompite is over £34 and the hounds
orying for more,"

In justice to our state I feal thet
you should have corrsot information upon this subject.
Like Missouri, Kensas is also entirely out of debt end
has a balance in the Stete School Fund of souething
like $11,000,000, Our per capita cost of state
rovernuent is not §34, I presume when Hr. Inapp, state
fuditor, mede that statement he was ocounting the cost
of the township, the town, the county government end the
cost of locel expanditures for the publie schools.

Of &1l the sbove nemed expsnses the stete
has nothing whatever to do. The Legislsture does not meke
the sppropriations and has nothing to do with the levy
necessary for oresting those running expenses,

The state government during the last
blennium has expended just exectly $8,171,642.53 per
yeer. There sre in Kensas &,800,000 people so that
the per capite cost of our state government is only

94,53, being even lower tham the peor—
of #iggouri's government,
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In view of this faet your statement
is e very severe injustice to the Stete of Kensas
when compared tothe state of Missouri.

I sympethige heertily with all you
hove seid end I shere in the general discomfort that
comes from high taxation only I don't want intelligent
oitizens ldke yourself to place all the blame of high
texetion upon the state becesuse the stete expends
out of your tax dollaer less than 18 cents; the other
90 cents goss to expenses which are created in youm
tovmship, county end your school distriet end over which
the local communities alone heve control.

"hen Lhe Stute Tax Commissioner has
read your letter end offered some comments upon the
some I will be glad to send them to youw and also
coments of the Industrial Court,

Esaply epprecieting the trouble you have
teken towrite mé ihis very interesting letter, I sm

-
Tours sincerely,

Governora

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309500 ~ Page 700/1223

Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Governor Henry J. Allen, correspondence files, box 19

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309500 ~ Page 701/1223
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Governor Henry J. Allen, correspondence files, box 19

STATE OF IDAHO

OFFiIcE OF THE GOVERNOR

Beoise
March 31, 1921.

Hon, Henry J. Allen,
Governor of Kensas,
Topeka, Keansas,

Desr Sir:

The Idano Teglslature, ju:t scjourned,
hae mace it a part of the duties of the Buresu
of Budget & Taxation to investigate the tex
laws of other states =nd to formulate =nd
recommend to the CGovernor :such legisletion as
they may deem expecient to prevent evasion of
assessment end taxing lews end =0 secure just
and equel taxation end improvement in the sys tem
of assestcment end texatlion of this state, :

If you have a TexCommission we would
appreciate a copy of their report or the pro-
ceeding of the State Board of Equalization,

If there has been any recent legisla-
tion affecting revenue, we would greatly
appreciate a copy if you have it in pemphlet
form,

Yours truly,

John D, Roberteon,
Tax Agent,
BUREAY OF BUEGETJ& FAXATION
.ﬂ*t‘/l !’ L/\,-”T.Z\.'r\‘ n '/[‘

4 # 4
24 A

A
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Lay 12, 1921.

Fon. Juison C. Dickerman,
700 Chambulayne Ave.,
Richmond, Vae

My dear lire. Dickerman;

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter to
the editor of the Outlooke 1 have read it with keen
interest and realize the constructive wiséom in your
suggestion as to taxation.

we have beon trying, both through leglslation and
an effort at the adoption of a constitutional amend-
ment to exampt mortiages from taxation and also to
provide a basis for proper classification, but the
people have failed to adopt the constitutional mmend-
ment necessary to enanble us to adjust our taxation
program. The sentiment for it is growing very rapidlye

In the meantime, we have a constitut lonal amend-
ment which will malo possible the extention of the ald
of the state to worthy men who wish to own farms. This
was set forth briefly in kr. Harger's article in the
Outlook of some weoks agoe I hope in time that we will
add to it the featuresof exompting mortgages from taza-
tion :nd also of providing a loan funé, T0 my mind
the issuedof the rapldly growing land tenantry problem
is & wory menacing one, not only in Kansas, but in all
the middle west, where the rich agricultural districts
have tempted the land speculator.

1 appreciate very much your intorest in the subject
end the trouble you have taken to write mo.

Yours sincerely,
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
CONCORD

ALBERT O. BROWN
GOVERMNOR

June 15, 1921.

Governor Henry J. Allen,

1 1 3, B 1gvcdulgltolu‘
gttorneys and public spirited ei 18 in all }ths of the United
States and its possessions he Canadian Pr nges and abroad.

On behalf of this state, balk asure in extending fo
you a perscnal invitation to atten his ac rence and participate
in its deliberations.

I also res ifull} que shat you appoint suitable del e-

gates to represen state ¢ il "erence, The number of
8 : i ;1y to be desired that there
Ihe part1~1lar pressure of
taxation at 3 time makes it of the utm imporhe that careful
attention 1 1 6 subje I% is 1 that delegates
be selected ¢ f ag 7 51D from s pub ] cials whose
duties r » them deal direstly G h igtration of tax
laws or h T 51 bi et egislative proposals
er jons whi ;';:J,. pation, are iliar wi
7 Thisg is i

be*;n e T qa* he 18 '?"'-; 1 I on ax Associail
onlJ duly 1p101 tcd & dited de gsates may ?pte upon resolu-
i gh : ) i sr1 t0 ¢ i discussion and

The pxat e ! jemonstrated their value, and
each has been n‘l; atto'ﬁﬂn v d ytes and by other :C“reDCjtgjlve
business men a d egonomist m a larg number of the states ol the
United States and from the i

It will give me ch pleasure to welcome the delegates whonm
you appoint to represen ir state, and shall be particu Arly
honored if you will give me the ity to greet and welcome
you in person on this interes 1
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It is requested that the names of the delegates appointed be
furnished me in order that they may be supplied with the requisite
information ag to hotel accommodations, transportation and program
details.

Respeetfully yours

I oann
R'U&-L\(:‘f il | ol

GFovernor.
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Natimnal Tax Amsnriation

e PRESIDENT VIOE PRESIDENT SECRETARY ano TREASURER
EDWIN R. A. SELIGMAN SAMUEL LORD THOMAS S. ADAMS ALFRED E. HOLCOME
STATE TAX COMMIBBIONER PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL ECOMOMY 196 BRoADWAY. N ¥.
SAMUEL T. HOWE OF MINNESOTA YALE URivERE Ty

CHARLES J. BULLOCK
NILS P. HAUGEN
ZENAS W. BLISS = = -
Executive Committer
EX-PRESIDENTS AND OFFICERS EX-OFFICIO AND THE FOLLOWING ELECTIVE MEMBERS
JOHN EDGERTON FRANK B. JESS W. €. RAMSAY
CXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, STATE BOARD OF ESUALIZATION PREGIGENT STATE BOARD OF TAMES AND ASIEGOMENT Secmerany or STATE
or Monvana or NEw seasey or lowa
W. S. HALLANAN CARL S. LAMB FRANK ROBERSON
STATE TAx Commmsionen PITTROURGH PLATE GLASE Co ATTORNEY GEMERAL BF MISEILEIRRE
or WesT Minginia
CHARLES R, HOWE CARL C. PLEHN GEORGE VAUGHAN
CHAIRMAN BTATE TAX COMMISSION PROrEssOR OF ECONOMICS ATTORNET AT Law
ar Amizona UNIvERRITY OF CALIFORNIA LITTiE Rocw, Ankansas
Honorary Memhbers
W. L. DONLEY, CHamMAN, MANITORA TAX COMMISSION J. T. WHITE, BouciTen 76 ThE TREASURY, ONTARIS

Office of the Secretary,
195 Broadway,

New York, Novemﬁer 7, 1921,
Hon, Henry J. Allen, Governor,
Topeka ,
Kansas,
My dear Governor:

Enclosed please find copies of resolutions adopted at
the fourteenth National Tax Conference recently held, with
reference to federal and state inheritance taxes.

These resolutions were first adopted by the resoclutions
committee composed of members appointed by the Chief Executive
of the states represented and thereafter by the conference by
practically unanimous vote.

It is hoped that these resolutions will merit your
approval and that you will find it possible to co-operate in
furthering their purposes, ;

Yours respectfully,
7z /

ke 7] / {/f ’
" Secretary.
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Resolution adopted at the Fourteenth Annual Tax
Conference held at Bretton Woeods, N, H,, under the auspices of
the National Tax Association and adopted September 1l6th, 1921,
representatives from thirty-eight states being present:

"WHEREAS, this conference, although opposed to the
levy of state inheritance taxes upon property passing at
death under the lawes of a state other than that in which
the decedent was domiciled at time of death, recognizes
the faect that such taxes are now imposed and are likely
to eontinue in foree for some time to come;

AND WHEREAS, the administration of such laws as
now framed is ordinarily difficult and complex and imposes
undue expense upon the estates affected thereby, and fre-
quently causes long delay in their administration,

RESOLVED, that it is the sense of this conference
that it is highly important that the administration of
such laws should be simplified;

The conference recommends to tax officials and the
legislatures of the several stztes a careful consideration
of the flat rate tax recently adopted in New Hampshire as
presenting a pracstical and feasible plan whereby simplice
ity in administration may be brought zbout without loss of
revenue:

RESOLVED FURTHER, that & copy of the hr.gﬂﬁ
preamble and resolution with a cepy of the New Hampshire
law or a description thereof be sent to the Governors and
inheritance tax officials e¢f the several states."

A true copy.

Attest:
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Resolutions adopted at the Fourteenth Annual Tax
conferenae haeld at Bretton Woods, ¥, H,, under the auspices
of the Mational Tax Association and adopted Zeptember 16, 1921,
representatives from thirty-eight states being present;

"YHEREAS, at the first conference of the National
Tax Association, held in 1907, it was resolved that it
was the sense of that conference that inheritance tarxes
should be reserved wholly for the use of the several
states, which resolution has been reaffirmed at subsequent
aonferences,

AND WHERBAS, Ainheritance taxes hawnot hereto-
fore been imposed by the federal govermment, exscept as
enmgrgengy measures in times of war,

AND WHEHEAS, The federal estate tax now in foree
imposes an unduly heavy burden of expense upon the es-
tates of deceased persons, in addition to the tax iteelf,
out of proportion to the revenue received by the govern-
ment, seriously interferes with the aduinistration of
such estates and delays final sett}lements;

HE IT RESCIVED, 7That the estate tax should be
recognized by Congress as a war measure only and should
be repealed at the enrliest possible moment,”

SRESOLVED, That the searetary of the National

Tax Association be requestedtn take appropriate astion
to bring to the attention of Congress the Resolution
passed by this Conference favering the repeal of the
federal estate tax; that copies of that resclution be
sent to the dovernors of the several states, and thut
the members of the Conference and of the National Tax
Asspeiation be requested to endeavor in all proper ways
to further its object,.®

A true copy.
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February 2,

Rev. J. R. Browne,
Mound City, Missouri.

Dear Mr, Browne:

Governor Allen direets me Lo acknowledge
rs?ﬂ t of your letter of Februsry lst. You have
Wii2i3R a most interesting letter.  7ith somo of the
statements Cowernor Allan is in hesrty accord.

Wa are in a period of reedjustment fole
lowing the inflation of the war, and in the main you
have sounded @ note of wisdoms Ths individual, as
well as the local, state and natiomal govermment,
should all make an effort to get back to normalcy.
Texes, of eourse, aro only one of the elements that
feel the burden &t this time. As Govermor, you will
reedily understend that he 1z not authorized to teke
eny hend in govermment except that of exeouting end
directing laws, Ho has absolutely no power over
loeal texation. A school bosrd cen end doss levy
o tox independent of eny other suthority. In fact,
the loenl school tax is gensrally determined by a
msss’ meeting of the woters of the school district
outaide of towns of the first end second elass.
Bonds are always issued for locel improvements by
vote of the people and mot by any other authority.

The Governmor of the state has no authority
of course Lo abolish or suspend eny county office, or
to have an offect on the salaries paid.

You prefnt the view that the Governor can
lower texes, He can in e 11 degree, and to sight
an instence of this it is Inly necessary to call to
your mind the fact that the depar tments coming under
the diroot control of the fovernor have fighBBd ex-
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penditures to the point that they will turn buck to the
State Tressurer £1,000,000 et the close of the fiseal
year ending June 30th next. This is only & drop in

the bucket and will not effemt texes to mmy grest extent,
for msyou know, nine-tenths of the total tex is levied
by loeal authorities over which the Governor has no con-
trol. Taxes cannot be lowered materially until the
people are ready -to give up the things lor which taxes
Fos until they guit ereoting school buildings, peying
good selaries to school teachers, quit building bridges,
working roads, quit paving streets and cesse adopting
modern conveniences in oivie 1life.

As to the Industriel Court, it has nothing to
do with wages on railroads, sinee the railrosds are
under the direction of the Interstate Commerce Commission.
For ths same reason it has mothing to do with the rail-
rosd freight and pessenger rates. In famet, it has noth-
ing to do with weges in eny industry or faetory except
those of food, fuel end olothing. Through the operation
of the Industriml Court there has been no shortage of
coel. The mines has been kept running to produce the
public demend. Through the operation of the Court the
packing plants maintained mormel operatlon during the
racent strike thot was disastrous in other parts of the
country. You have lost sight of the fact that the
Industrial Court of Kansas is limited in its jurisdic-
tion to Esnsas and to ths essentisl industries. Condi-
tions which you compleint of and which you charge to the
Industriml Court prevail in other states where the In=
dustrial Court has BG¥BF been made a law, The court has
added 24,000 a year to the state expense, which is an
infinitesmal part of one mill on each £1,000 of taxable
proper ty.

.
Yours very truly,

Secretary to the Governor.
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