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beneficiaries of interest, as a rule, profit by the labor and toil
of their fellowmen, and should be compelled in some way to
assume a proper share in the support of the state

Second. By the second plan property would be stricken from

essment roll which in 1914 amounted to $68,054,996.
Taxes are increasing rapidly from year to year, and the tax
which would be lost by striking this property from the roll
would undoubtedly have to be made up in some other way. In
other words, the burden now borne by tw enty-five per cent of
the locally owned mortgages would be shifted to other forms of
property.

Third. All advocates of registry taxation, so-called, admit
that the burden imposed must be assumed by the borrower,
and thus his burden would be increased. Under practically all
proposed registry laws there will be a loss of revenue, which
must be made up by shifting the burden to other forms of
property. There are approximately $300,000,000 of mortgages
in the state. Let it be supposed that the average life is five
vears, although it is probably greater, as gradually the life of
morteages has been and still is being extended, many mort-
gages now being for six and seven, and even longer terms of
vears; but supposing the average life to be five yvears, one-fifth
»f the $300,000,000, or $60,000,000, would be renewable an-
nually, and the registry tax charge of fifty cents per hundred,
or five dollars per thousand, would produce only $300,000 in
revenue, as against the $900,000 now produced. Experience
shows that public expenditures are increasing rapidly from
vear to year instead of being lessened, hence the loss of
revenue resulting from this changed method would have to
be recouped by increased taxation of other forms of property,
and the $300,000 of revenue derived would be the added bur-
den placed upon borrowers.

Fourth. The continuation of the present system, which
is the fourth method above shown, would probably continue
to furnish the revenue now obtained, and the revenue might
be slightly increased from year to year, but the method puts
a premium on tax evasion and all the evils incident thereto,
such as false swearing, fraudulent practices, and all sorts
of schemes and devices that are resorted to by the owners
of property to evade taxation.

Quite often there is criticism of “theorists.” The best
theory is based on conelusions which come from an intelli-
sent study of past practical experiences, and instead of being
condemned should be commended and followed. Wild and
speculative theories without foundation upon facts of ex-
perience are properly to be questioned.

Sam’L T. How
J. H. Hosrr

Members Tar Caomanission.
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E. W. MCNAGHTEN. PRESIDENT SR MOCRR
CHAS. S, COLLADAY, VICE FRESIDENT ; AaHTEN.
J. €, MCNAGHTEN, TREASURER

THE McNAGHTEN LOAN COMPANY

INCORPORATED

FARM AND CITY MORTGAGES

HUTCHINSON, KANSAS

January 31, 1920.

Cov
LoV,

Topeka,

favor

o We have felt for some time the this law
which we now have is rather unjust and wish %o commend

your stand i this matter.
Quite frequently we find people who send their
California or some ot} state for investment
nd ‘we feel that if we were placed on an equal
other states, we could retain much of +I
money that is now sent out.

If we can in any way give you assistance

will he very glad to hear from you
you have our heartv cooperation in

Yours very truly,

THE JNCNAGHTEN LOAY COLPANY

oy +f

BY Sy A e o

DL ’ /
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W. C. ELLIS

Tires and Accessories

Lawrence, Kans., —
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FREDERICK D.GARDNER

Fxereutive OFfice e G

State Tonse
Jefferson it Missouri
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1, How much do you éstimate the Budget of your State for the
year 1920 to be, not including such items as joud Funds, Interest and
Sinking Fund to pay bonds, but simply to cover operating expenses,
such as the State's contribution to Education, Courtsi administration,
Penal and Eleemosynary Institutions ete. In Missouri this ir called

the General Revenue Fund ?

2. What do you estimate your population and what is your

per capita tax ?

What is the assessed value of real and personal property in
your State to actual full money value ?

3,

4. What is the rate for Stale purposes ?

5. What sourcus off revenus have you found to replace the
revenue formerly received from the liquer traffic ?
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6, What means are you taking to cope with the low purchasing
power of the dollar to meet salaries, supplies etc, ?

7, Do you find complaint bscause, besides Federal, you
have a State Incowe Tax ?

8. What are the principal and wost satisfactory sources of
revenue in your State ?

9. General Remarks,
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ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURL I

ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME WE GO RID OF SOME OF THE CATS?

',éi{r iy E)"Tlf*:g
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rant, Greek Slashes
*y Taylor,
culminated in

betwten Zachary uylor, thirty
a Wwaiter ‘at Lee Iiroom's restau
Francls street, and George Schanug, 1
Greek dishwasher, “took place in th
khitchen of the restaurant this forenoan.
Schanus wielded a knife, and as a result
| Tavior is in a serious conditon at
| Worth Hospital. Taylor is married and
He 18

; 22
| An argument tha

J

|

avenus,
Llam,
have struck
Schanue, landing the Greek atop 2 big
range in which there was s lively fire,
Then Schanus siezed a. small boning Knife
and stabbed, the waltsr three times in
the chest and slashed his arm in thrae
Places, after whpich he ran from the
kitchen and eseaped. 1t i not Known
where he roomed and he has ot been
approhended. although the polics are
searching for him
et L

‘ WILL HEAR

[Chief Willlam Red Fox, Sioux, Will
Give Entertainments for Public
School Children.

Chief William Red ¥ox, Siour Indian,
bas received permission from Vernon (
Mays. superintendsat of schools, to zive

is tirst

ADVERTISEMENT .

March Brings Out Unsightly Spots.
How to Remove Easily,

The woman witly tender skin dreads
{March because it is likely to cover her

SHY AT OLD WOMAN PARTS.

oung Actresses Always Have aaen'farckuillth uggly freckles, .\’; mi“:”hhnw
thick her veil, the sun and winds have

Unwilling ts Play Roles of Aged |1 strong tendency to make her freckle,
Characters—Men Different. Fortunately for her peace of mind,

1 Several famous Anwm..IO:h:nemdunhie strength, makes it

still young men, were per-|DOsSible for even those most suscep-

willing 1o portray roles that calied | tible to freckles to keep their skin clear
and white. No matter how stubbern

a case of freckles you have, the double

|

va been | Strength Othine should remove them. |
and | Smo.

| Get an ounce from your druggist
banish the freckles. Money back
fails

1o play the roles of -charucters

d 10 be younger than they are.

have been extremely age shy

adding 1o Father Time's toll against

'em by appearing as old women, while |

¢ bloom of youth was stfll on tmrl
heeks

1f Jeffersan had waited till he was an

1d man before doninng the white beard

L Bip, e provably would not have pluyed

[he part as well, and eertainly would not

ave played the part so often, yot such
me as mellowed and hallowed that im-

it itl
|
|
f
|
|
|

Segall’s
Big Clearing
Sale

It is when such a part
i been played not only in New Aork
f 98¢ or two of the Targest cities. but

|

ars old,
rant, 40
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stume and gi

[ co
He algo jectures on the #ub

Custer massacre ‘ox
jactive in war work Amonz the Indi
|Hu Wwas in the navy shen the U
States entered the war, but was
<l order thai he might eng

ives exhibitlons of 4

gervice. His homa fs in North Dak
He iz & zraduate of the Carlisle (H
Indian school.

|

ILL HEALTH CAUSED DEAT

Lifeless Body of -Mrs. Tempera
Wolfley Found by Nurse Upon Ref
turning After a Brief Absence.
Tying the cord of her bathrobe a b
the transom of a door opening into h
room, and the other end about. her ne
| Mrs. Temporance Wolfley, thirty.
| years old, wife or W Wolfle
stepped off @ chair &t §.g'clock 1a

Pure Lard .

Boiling Beef, Ib. .

Choice Veal Roast, 1b.

{Milk Fed Veal Chops, Ib.

12 Tall Cans Condensed Milk,
Sliced Calf Liver, Ib.. .. ...

| Veal Hearts, Ib. .. ..

{Lamb Roast, Ib.

b Steaks, Ib.

b Stew,
Veal Breasts, Ib, . ..
Pork Steaks, 1b. . ..

| Pork Roast, Ib. . ...

| BUY NOwW!
| No. 1 Smoked California 21

hams, Ib. ..

Fresh Channel Catfish, Ib.. .3
Faney Fresh Seattle Halibut,
ked Kippered Salmon, Ib., 40
Fancy Smoked Whitefish, Ib., 35

5-Ib. Pails Pure Lard ....$1.3
10-Ib. Pails Best Compound $2.4
5:Ib. Pails Best Cempound $1.2!
3-1b. Cans of Crisco .....$1.0

Lam
{ Lam!

Bacon for Seasoning, Ib. . .
Sugar Cured Corned Beef, Ib., 20
3 Cans of Tomatoes . ... +25

FRESH VEGETABLES
Open Sunday Mornings
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NoO. 3350

A e THE MiaAMI COUNTY NATIONAL BANK @ it e

M. C. JONES, ZND VicE-PRESIDENT
CAPITAL, $100,000.00 SURPLUS & PROFITS, $100,000.00

PaoLa. Kansas
March 16th,

L9280

Hon. Henry J. Allen,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Governor:

A matter has come up here that in my judgment sort
of reflects = 1little upon the administration.

It seems the Tax Commissions found some Law whereby
Government Bonds are taxable; or in other words, it seems that

if you bought $1,000.00 worth of Liberty Bonds in July, 1919 the

Commission holds that they can Tax the money that went to pur-
chase these Bonds.

0f course, the worst thing about it in this Cownty is
that it is rumored 2ll over the County that the Assessor will assess
all Liberty Bonds. I have followed it uwp and I find that in some

cases where the Citigens have purchased 450000 or $600.00 worth
of Liberty Bonds durins the War that the Assessors have actually

placed them upon the 1

I think it guite unfortunate because we sold these bonds,
and in many instances to who really wers unable to buy them,
with the understanding that v were Tax free. While it may be
true that the Assessors are exceeding their authority, yet it has
caused a lot of annoyance.

When we get down to the facts of the case, I doubt very
much if the Tax Commission is geinins anything in the ruling they
have made as to the memner in which these bonds or the money should

be assessed.

I wish you would refer this letter to some one who might

get the Assessors straightened out down here.

Tours sincerely,

FWS-CG President.
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March 1%, 1920.

3ponable

i Co. Hat'l Bank,

letter of the 16th inst. to Gov.

stion of taxing mon

referred

4 Y wmrey L
vhe way To

can question Gov. Allen's

in favor of the public wh

Governor is not authori

o

e
ulla

asgessment and

officers

eretion to

enforced.

Gov

been

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309500 ~ Page 648/1223

Allen with

in Federal se-

and

involved

ment and

constitu-
ad will
llo one

uestions

Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory e

Governor Henry J. Allen, correspondence files, box 19

Section 11161, CGeneral Statutes of 1915, which was en~-
10, chap 34, Iaws of 1876, in providing for
the listing of property r texation, has smong the listing require-
ments the following:
"15. &
16. ,-_1]_, 7"
‘ from taxation.™

T T MR S Ty T s
by 1 0L The legis~-

lature of 1907 excusing the ow 8 of mmnicipal

listing such obligations for tax purposes.

vwas enacted as section
laws of has this ovision:

LAawe

have

purchased by person during the year pri to

&

firct day
ligted as of ! nd
shall be divided t a1 the guotient shsll be
mltiplied by the nbe: 1o r frac perts
f mor re after a4 4 p 1 5] ich such
h product 1l be listed a8

money on hand on t day of i by the party."
This statute sin its enactment in 1876 has always been
ne floated by the governm nt
The application of the statute
those bonds was carefully considered by the depart-
rney General and the Tex Commission jointly, and
reached that the purpose of the flotation of
those bonds was such as to justify the susp
povernment was feeling its emergency need » funds,
war coased and after the government stopped issuing its
war obligations the reason for the suspension no loncer ex ed,

end again, upon consultation of th departments it was decided
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is applicable to moneys used to purchase Federal obli=-

rations, of whatever kind or character, during t he year yreceding

have erred in holding investments
not subjeet to th aw, but from every di-
rection came intimetions that if they were considered subject to
the law the government wou
the 1o with the people, and it was fe t1 the patriotic mo-~
tives which inspired the ic general in subscribing to those
loans took them out of the class which the legislature had in mind
nacted the law, but since raising moneys to finance the
subgceriptions cessed the motives inspiring invest-
in these obligations are no different from those in respect
investments in other Federal securities. How invesgtments are
to secure nontaxable inveetments,
peculative purposes, and iz to evade taxation.
the governn

moneys invested in accordance with the

he
plicable or to those
government cessed its flotation oi
the close of May in 1919,
not cause the
ations prior to June

The obligations
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court decided

ob ject 1ons

to the legislature or to the
to the require-

e constantly

officers. liany ecitizens ar

ments of the present law, and some various shifts to

avoid sharing in the publie burden, but the only answer admi

nar

tive officers can make to such objectors is that the rule of

applicable to all citigens whose financial tra

within 1ts c ation, and that because
from the c

in view of

attempt no eslon.
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STATE OF KANSAS

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

TOPEKA

raceipt
t he has
e subject of yo

end is advised by Mr. Howe that so for as his Department

is concerned there is no substance, in

fact, to the camplaint,
Judge Howe urges upon me that he would like to have every

one making complaint along the line of your letter to come

personally before the Com wission end 1 investigation,

He sssurec you thet the office i

ur poge and

IOVArnor.
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« « Tdgerton,
aln, Hanean,
My dear lir. dgeortont
Govornor Allen dirscta me to acknowledge r rpeipt

of your letter of March 22, Ilo bogs to advise thot he hes

taken up the subjoet of your letter with the Tax Commission

and is advised by Nr. Howe that so for as his Department

is concerned there is no substanve, in faet, to the couplaint,
Judge Howe urges upon me that he would like to have every

one naking complaint along the line of your letter to come
personally before the Commission and make an investigation.
Ile essures youtthét the ofi'ice is alwmys open for that
purposae and the rocords always available.

Very truly yours,

Seeretary to the Govornor.
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SAM'L T. HOWE.
JASPER T. KINCAID E COMMISSIONERS
W, McD. RbwaN

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

CLARENCE SMITH, SECRETARY

STATE OF KANSAS

Office of the Tax Comandssion IN YOUR REFLY PLeASE

REFER TO FILE No.______

Tupeka

Hon, Henry J. Allen,
Governo#, State House,
Dear Siri=
I have read carefully the letter purporting to have
been written by one W, 3. Edgerton,

I wish to go on record as saying that the statements therein
conteined are false from start to finish. What is suggested in
the letter is so contrary to the actual msnagement of public af-
faeirs in this office that I am almost smazed that there can arise
any such innvendes and imputations as to wrong doing. The fact
is that if there are any departments of the stsate organized with
the ides in view of preventing graft of any sort, this office is
in the class,

When the Tex Commission was organized thirteen years ago,
one of the first propositions laid down was that no employe of
the office should ever devote any of his or her time to the doing
of work for outgide parties to be compensated for and this rule
has always been rigidly enforced, Very scon after the orgenize
etion public utility ocorporations whe are required by law to
meke returns to this department for assessment purposes began to
ask to have copies made of their returns after the assessment was

completed, All such requests were refused and the parties were

advised that they could send any person they chose to the office

to meke the copiles they desired, This practice continued for

ADDRESS ALL CORRESFONDENCE TO THE TAX COMMISSION
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- B=Hodols

some years When it was repreaented to the Commission that it was
more expensive to get the work done in this way and that they would
prefer very much to have the work done by some employ of the office
who was femilisxr with the records and the work, In 211 such ceases
prompt advice was given that nw guch work ecould be done by any
employe of the office during the offieisl time of such employe,

but if snyhody in the office could be preveiled upon to work over
time, that is to do the work outside of office hours, there would
seem to be no objeetion, &nd this hes been done in some cases, but
pnever to my knowledge has the time of any employe during the regnlar
office hours rbeen used in any such way snd I think T am in a po=-
gition to know what is going oxm. As 8 matter of fact the rail=
roeds send their personel representatives here to copy these re=
turns as do meny other utility corporstions, It is only occas ion=
elly that there is & request made that the work be done outside

of office hours by some employe.

T wish to eall attention to the fact thaet office hours in this
department are not surpassed in length Ly those of any
other state department; in fact, it is doubtful if there is.any
other department in which the employes are required, day in and
day out the year round, to commence work promptly at 8 o'clock
ALM, There has always been complaint among the employes because
they have not been allowed privileges and holidays equsl to those
enjoyed by employes of other departments, but the work of this de=-
pertment is so heavy and so pressing at 81l times that there is no
time to be spent by any one on the pay roll in idle moments,

I could cite you to meny thinga which prove econelusively that

the management of the department hag slways been against anything
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which in any wise might have the appearance of graft, Within two

minntes after the Edgerton letter was received it was shown %o the

secretary in the presence of another member of the commission, and

ingide of an hour Mr. Cox, Manager of the Western Union appesred in
the office and orally stated to the members of the commission

that the statements in the letter were false from start to finishe

that it had slweys been understood by him that work would not be

done by any employe of the office during office hours, Mr, Cox is

the only person in the Western Union service who has anything to

do with this department,

It is beyond my imagination what could have given rise to such
& letter and I challesnge Nr, Edgerton, or any other person, to
controvert what I say herein,

It has been & source of pride to me that I have always been
egsociated with men whose ideas were just as extreme in opposi-
tion to any sort of graft as is possible, It is an vnfortunate
thing that public servants are always open to charges of the kind
made by irresponsible people, generslly made through ignorance, or
it may be sometimes for mslevolent purrposes, Just what inspired
this letter I do not know, but I wonld like to have ¥r, Edgerton
or any other person having views as he suggests to personally
appear before the Commission and make his investigation. The office
will elways be open for that purpose and the records alweys avail-
able, Ordinarily I pay no attention to eriticisms of the kind
and would not now had you not sent the letter to me.

Very tzruly yours,

L~
Th AO%2uee” ¢/ V¥ rra =
e u 7 - s thy
fdgerton letter ig returned herewlt
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taxation in

double assessuent of faru mortgages

1is proposition it is news
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