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IFFICERS FORT DODGE HOME BOARD OF MANAGERS

8. 8. MarTIv, Commandant

J. N, HARRISON, . . . . . Chairman
Topeka, Kansas
+ « + « Treasurer
auisburg, Kansas
. Secretary
Assistant Surgeon
Matron
e aplain
H. L. Siwrsos. . . .

KANSAS STATE SOLDIERS' HOME

M
FORT DODGE, KANSAS, may 12’

J. N. Harrison,
Memorial Building,
Topeka, Kansas.

My Dear Colonel:

You will be forced to think, as I am that either,
Mr. Culter ilgnorantly or maliclously, either of which is unpardonable,
mistated the facts concerning the two funerals we had during the
terribde storm of April 9th to 15th.

He refers to Mrs. Robb's funeral as being carrled out
without a hiteh, She died suddenly on April 8th, and was buried
April 10th in the Home Cemetery. ©She was not sick long. There was no
walting for messages or friends. No need of embalming. Hulpleu had
charge, and after many refusals by transfer men finally succeeded in
gett?ng one to bring him and the casket out with the help of a tractor,
for which they charged $10, one-half of which was pald by the County
and half by the State. Her body was not even taken to the Morgue,
as it was Mr. Robb's request that it remain at their cottage, and T,
myself spoke at the Funeral, and the casket did not arrive for at
least two hours after the Funeral services were over. 5o deep was the
mid and snow and so bad the weather, that the difficulty in getting to
the Cemetery was almost unsurmountable. The hearse came very near
tipping over., The Pall Bearers and Mr. Robb had to ride in our delivery
wagon drawn by the old cart horse. The snow was six feet deep at the
gate of the Cemetery. The casket had to be carried in from the road.
In coming home the hearse stuck in the snow drift and log chains had to
be secured to get it out, and yet you are made to belleve by his state-
ment that, "Everything went off without a hitch."

You will remember Mr. Watkins as the man, who had lost
his mind, and for whom we employed a speclal narse, and paid him $10.
Also hiring a special helper at the Hospital until he died, Mr. Watkins
died April 11th at four P.M. His wife, who has made the most of this
trouble, refused to have him buried in the Home Cemetery, in opposition
to the expressed wishes of his three sons by hls first wife, I am
sending you a letter I reelved from them. But this, his third wife in-
sisted upon wiring ther sons for money to cover the expenses of the
funeral at TLakin where his second wife is buried. Ve tried to pursuade
her to listen to his sons request, and to remember thercondition of the
roads, and also the conditlon of his body. That it would cost her
nothing to bury him here, and she would save the embalming expense of
#$20. But she would not listen to us, and Mr. Herring the Undertaker
did not know whether he was to embalm the body until we received
te TY 8 stat 3\ i be sent, which was not until the

came out on the nine o'ecloeck ecar £h< /
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" BOARD OF MANAGERS

18 FORT DODGE Howms

3., Hamwison, . . . . . Chairman
Topeka, Kansas

H. R. WL, . . .. Treasurer
Louisburg, Kansas

Commandant

AGNES MICHABLIS, . . , , Secretary
Nickerson, Kansas
1. 8. FIsuER, . 4
E. V. Marmiy, Matron
4. MCMILLESN, Chaplain
H. L. Stwpzon. | . Chiel Englneer

FORT DODGE, KANSAS 191
and went to work on the body at once, and worked until nearly four o'clock
P.M., not even stopping for his dinner, Mr. Herring told me over the
phone that, ! !'"The body could safely wait until morning," and also that
"The Kennedy's had told him, some cars were stuck in the snow drifts that
day, and it would be impossible for him to get out here the evening of
Mr. Watkins' death."

We have had bodies to wait twelve to fifteen hours after
death before being embalmed. So Mr. Culter, instead of saying that 1t
was on the 13th at four o'clock in the evening before the Undertaker came
should have said that it was at 9:30 o'elock h.MI/fdr a''malicions dis-

crepency of 3 hours, evidently intended to convey the idea of gross,
neglect on the part of the Management, The Undertaker also said, "We
could send the body to town on a streteher where they could complete the
binding of the 1imbs and other work that has to be done in the case of
death from dropsy." He also said, "It would be ilmpossible to dress
the body and put it into the casket ocut here and taXe Tt —totown over the

rough roads without destroying the clothes and stalning the casket.™ T
was in the Morgue a short time while he was embalming, and noticed a large
quattity of water had been taken from the body. told the Undertalker
and the people here that, "As the roads were it would be impossible for
our team to go to town twice in one day," and the Undertaker said the

body must be there by four o'clock that evening,

Since I have been here we have sent from twenty=-five to
thirty bodies totown without a casket to be embalmed, and some of them
brought back., But the most of them were shipped away, In the case of
Comra Watkins we waited until Sunday noon, the day of the funeral,
before we decided not to try to get to town with ou® auto truck instead
of taking the hearse, as we had great fears that the hearse might tip
over on the bad roads.

As to the Pall Bearers making affidavit that, "They thought
the body was not embalmed here," ig entirely incorrect. It was embalme
here and everything done possible with a bad case to make it respectable
and safe for shipment. Mr MeWilllems, who is now away on a furlough,
was at the Morgue three or four times, and reported the hard time the
Embalmer was having. FRev, McMillen held a beautiful service in Ffront of
the lMorgue, and I was présent when the body was put in the hearse, and I
called for an extra sheet or cover which was placed over it, and I think
as Mr, Clay states, and as he says, "Mr. Osborne says and Mr. Crist, and

I don't know how many others. that . 'under the cirgumstanges everythin
was done that could be done fo makéd the gesE“ou% og‘éucﬁ 853 conéi%?énG."
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'GerigEne FORT DODOE HOME BOARD OF MANAGERS
5. 8. Mammi, Commandant o | 3 T. N. HARRISON, . . . Chalrman
SARAH J, DIxox, - Adjutant a5 . A 4 W Topeka, Konsan
(T IR o i & H. R. WrLts, . Treasurer
., Asa't Quartermas o s Louisburg, Kansan
AGNES MICHARLIS, . , . . Secrstary

Nickerson, Kansas

Chaplain
H. L. Starsox. . Chief Engineer

FORT DODGE, KANSAS,

I have seen more than one hundred people buried from this
Home, and I am sure I never saw nicer or more satlsfactory work done
in the burial of our old Comrades, or their wives or widows.

Diring the great blizzard In December, Comrade Vietor
was teken to town without any preparation., Hls brother came to
Dodge City from Gardner to take his body home, and could not get
out here, and i1t looked also for a while that they could get no one
to take the body to town. But finally we toock our team and took
his body on a bob sled without a casket, and no embalming. Absoclutely
nothing done, only as he died in the hospital, and we have heard ¥
nobddy making complaint about it,.

Wfe have done the best we could in all of these cases, and
all ceriticeism and fault finding is, "Simply the spirit of a few people
who undertake to make," as Mr. Hulpieu says, " a mountain out of a
molehill, and to maﬁe us trouble where there are impossibilities that
we cannot overcome, We had telegraphed on to Lakin to have the
Minister and the Post and the Undertaker meet them, The body was
wrapped in our beautiful flag, which is always furnished by our
Relief Corps, and his wife took him to Lakin, and he was lald by the
side of his second wife with fitting burial services,

Yours respectfully,

A A NMerlon

Commandant. /

S55.

=
Subscribed and sworn to before me this /?‘day of >¢?&Av
1918, /
{ ’.J

My Commission expires f Zr1.. /3§ /2/9 “

' \ I

iy !

a2y ot Loec

Notary Public.
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STATEMENT BY PERCY G

What position do you hold in the Kansas State Soldlers' Home?
Assistant Quartermaster.

Do you have in your charge automobiles and antomobile trucks
operating between Dodge City and the Home?

Yes Sir.

Do vou remember the condltion of the roads on April 11th, 12th
and 13th?

They were very bad. Impassible. GSeveral cars
i ituck in the road.

14 Commandant Martin, at any time during these dates ask you
whether the trip to Dodge City was passible or not?

He did., It was Sunday the 153th.

What was your answer to him?

That they were not.

Do you remember at the time thet that body was removed to
Dodge City that there was any complaint made by anyone?

No. I do not know,
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RERIDENT OFFICERS

TE SOLDIERS' HOME

H. M. COOXN,
J. T. McNAMARA,
J. 8. FISHER

E H J. DIXON,
E. V. ARTIN

7. MoMILLEXN, .
H. L. SIMPSON,

Chief E

BOARD OF MANAGERS

J. X, HARRISON, .+ President
s

BOARD OF MANAGERS H. R, WEI s« Trensurer

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT

Lou
KANSAS STATE SOLDIERS’ HOME S .+ Secretary
AND

MOTHER BICKERDYKE HOME

4 MEMORIAL BUILDING

MOTHER BICKERDYKE HOME

ELLSWORTH, KAN.

Superin

N

Topeka, Kan.,

May 26th.,1919,

O'DONNELL, 8

Hon., H.J.Allen, Governor,
State of Kansas,
Topeka, Kensas,

My deer Governor:

In compliance with your request- that the
Board of Managers make immediate investigation of
the complaints made by the local G.A.R. Post at the
Soldiers' Home in regard to caring for the body of
Comrade I.H,Watkins deceased, beg leave to make
the following report:

We entered into the ingquiry with the deter-
mination, thet should the evidence support the state=-
ment, that we would dismise the Undertaker and bar
him from doing business in the liome hereafter and pros-
ecute to the full extent of the law, and if the loecal
menagement was in any way gullty of gross negligence
in the care of a deceased Comrade we would immediately
suspend them from farther service in the Home.

We have gone carefully over the case and have
heard the statements of Comrade S,S,Martin, Commandant
of the Home, who was present at the embalming of the
body and S.H.Herrin, the Undertaker, who had the case
in charge and C.,A.,Helpieu, a Dodge City competitor of
Herrin, and Dr. J,.,J,}ecNamara, Chief Surgeon of the
Home,; Percy George, Assistant Q.M. of the Home and Bert
Kennedy, the garage man at Dodge City and perhaps twenty
of our best and most reliable and conservative -Comrades
in the Home.

There seems to be two factors interested in the
complaint- one that is always ready to take advantage
even of a funerzl to discredit the local management, and
the other complainants have a personal grudge against
the Undertaker, and they joined hands in this case and
your Board of Managers have come to the unanimous con-
clusion that there was no reasonable grounds or just
cause for complaint, and that the Undertaker in charge
did the very best that could be done under the circum-
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OFFICE OF PRESIDENT
BOARD OF MANAGERS
KANSAS STATE SOLDIERS HOME

AND
MOTHER BICKERDYKE HOME

MEMORIAL BUILDING

Topeka, Kan.,

May 26th.,
A Ea i i Ty

Hon.H.J.Allen, #2.
stances, the conditions of the weather and the roads.
We enclose you a few statements and corres-

pondence.

Respectfully Submitted,

WW, %J Board of Managers.
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IN THE MATTER OF INVESTIGATION of complaints filed with
the Governor, concerning the treatment of dead
bodies at the State Soldiers Home &t Jt. Dodge:

On the 10th and 1lth days of June, 1919, investi-

gation was made by the Attorney-General's office by

request of the Governor, with regard to the treatment of
bodies of deceused soldiers at the ¥t, Dodge Soldiers

Home, complained of in writing by members of the Home.

Ten depositions were talken at the Home, all members
of the Home except one, which depositions are herewith

subnitted.

Synopois of the Testimony.

1. Sarah J. Jackson, widow of Ire Jackson, deceasaed,
& merber of the liome. &She paid all her msband's funeral
expenses $205.00, April, 1918. In Oectober, 1919, S. 8.
Martin, the Commandant, stated to here there were $50.00
due “I_;ha undertaker. $he refused payment, and nothing

more was s:.id about it.

2. W. B, Sivers, His wife died at the Home, was
buried in Soldiers Cemetery. In November, 1918, 8. 8. Martin,
the Commandant said to him thot he owed $20.00 balance due on
nig wife's funeral, and if he would pay $10.00 & receipt
would be given him for $20.00. He pever pnid Martin any mon-
ey and the subject has not been mentioned since. Martin
claimed the llome had received but $30.C0 from Leavenworth
County, leaving $20.00 due (as letter attached to deposition

from Meyers.)
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3¢ &. Collett was a pall-bearer at funeral of
I. H, Watkins, who died at the Nome April 11lth, 1919.
He signed complant delivered to the Department Commender.
The body was not washed or dressed, & sheet was sypread

over the body. When body was removed from the norgue,

water and blood opzed from the body and soiled the hands,

arms and clothes of the pall bearers. The bedy was not
embalmed or put in a coffin at the Home. It was placed

on & siretcher and taen in a hearse to DodgeCity.

4. Mrs, Catherine Watkins (widow). I. H. Watkins
died at Home April 1lth, 1919, of brights disease and
dropsy. The body was swollen. The body was immediately
taken to morgue from hospital where he died. The body
had a suit of clothes on. 8he saw the body as it was
carried to the hearse Sunday p. m. April 13th. A sheet
covered the body. The body on stretcher was placed in
hearse without being fastened down to prevent body from
rolling about, when conveyed to DodgeCity. The undertaker
gave her no opvortunity of seeing the body at any time.

It was buried at Lakin, Kansas. Casket was not opened.
She learmed from old soldiers the body had no clothes on
it. 8he supposes it was her husband's body that was buried

at Lakin.

5« Ws He Culter. The Body of Watkins had nothing
around it but a sheet. Was present at funeral. No coffin.
uring the funeral services, which were held at morgue

door, the door was locked, and body was carried out after the

funeral services.
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6, G« W. Wolford. Watkins came home from
Syracuse, Kansas . His complaint is that the bedy
was hauled out of the home "just like you would haul
a bog out. " He was a palll@mrer. Undertaker Harrin
of Dodge City took charge of the body. There was ne
elothing on the body. No coffin was furnished at the

Home .

7+ D. R. Caton. He was a pall bearer, The body
was not clothed; had a sheet over it. People at the Home
complained about the manner the body was neglected. The
undertaker told hinm he received $50.,00 from Watkins!
8on and after paying funeral expenses and embalming
$20400, paid the widow $17.50.

There are two undertakers at Dodge City who take

turn about in taking charge of the dead at the Home .

84 J. T« McKee, Ho was a pall bearer at Vatkins
funeral. He saw water on the floor of morgue from the
board on which the body was laid. The bedy was wrapped
in a sheet. No coffin was brought to the Home teo receive
the boedy. Forty or fifty people were present at the
funerals No one entered the morgue until after the
ceremony, the pall bearers went in and carried the body out.
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9, 6, H, Herrin, undertsker, called as a witness at

his own request) He and Helpieu Brothers, at Dodge City,

take turn about, conducting fumeruls at the Home. He

has no written contranoct. The contract is only to furnish
caskets for so moh, and when embalming is wanted the fee
is $20.00, to be paid by relatives of deceased. Receive
$62.50 for caskets The price was {{50.00;for three months
past $62.50. Mr. Martin instructed him that Mrs. Watkins
would pay him $12,50 on eoffin, Not required to deliver
coffin at lome. Je did not come to the Home to see or
trest the body. He sent a "helper®. The helper is no#

a licensed embalmer.

Conclusions from the Lvidence.

Coffins or caskete are not fumished at the Home.

The present charge for casket is $62.50. Relatives
are to pay §12.504

17 embalmiflg is requived the charge is $520.00, to be
paid by relatives.

¥o written contract is made with undertakers.

The Home has no resident undertaker.

The body of Watkins was not embalmed at the Home and
was token away unclothed, except a loose sheet was used as
a covering.

The body of Watkins was not properly cared for, and
proper respect end consideration for the widow was not

shown.
1f a deceased soldier is turied in a coffin or casket,

the relatives must pay $12.50 for the same, as the state
‘alleows $50.00 for funeral expenses, to be paid by the

county of which the deceased was a resident.
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Other Fecte Gabhered Concerning ftate SoldiersHome.

-

The general appearznce of most of the frame buildings
is degay. Painting is badly needed.

2. The bunk-houses and dining rooms were built
without sufricient windows. An electric light plant is not

operated during the day-light hours; lamps should be fur-

nished for use on cluud%, dark days.

3. The sidewalks are yenerally in goed recpir, being
cement. The yerds azound the cottages ara well carcd for
by the soldiers who ocoupy the cottages, but the grounds
around the bunk-houses are neglected.

4, The only substantial houses are those of stone,
built by the government when the place wos used as a Pest.

5. The milk supply is insufficient. A soldier and
wife receive something over a pint, less then cne quart
per dasy. There is considerable complaint in this respect.

6. The liome management do not have or keep on hand
any coffine or caskets. The average death rate per year is
over B0. If coffing end caskets were furnished by the state,
expenses could be saved, as the undertakers charge $62.50
for & casket and relatives of decessed pey $12.50.

7. Yo provision is made for embhiming dead Lodiene
1f embelming is necessary 1t must be pald for by raelatives.

B. wWhen o cottage room needs papering or painting,
the soldier or widow oceupyin;: the cottage rmst pay for
the labor; the management furnished the naterial.

9, Complaint is made by soldiers that most of the

cottage roofs leask, and plastering falls from the ceilings.
There has been much neglect by the management in not keeping

roofs of cottages in repair.
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10, The liome now has twenty-two milk cows. Should
have fifty to meke a proper supply.

11 In Febrary, 1919, a man representing the
gtate sanitary commission, condemmed thirteen cows, which
were teken to Dodge City and shipped awey. These thirteen
cows were considered the best in the herd, walued at from
$250,00 to §$300.00 each. This matter should be carcfully

investigated.

12, The highwey from the Home to Dodge City, over

five milea, 21l river bottom road, in stormy weather is
almost impasanszhle. The Home commissioners have no
authority to improve the road, and the land owners along
the iine do not seek to improve the road only by dragging.

13, There exists a discatisfastion among the members
of the Home, the full uxtent ol which was not investigated,
against the administration and managers .

14, 8, 8. Martin, the Commandant, requested that he
be permitted o have witnesses examindg,and owkng to want
of time, but cne witness czlled by him was examined, Mr.

5. H. Herrin, the undertcker.

15« The report of Board of Mansgers made to the
Governor July lst, 1918, shows an unexpended balance on
hand of $16,862,99 and the members of the Home do not
understand how it is with a surplus fund on hand they must
pay individuslly for repair of the cottages they ovcupy. The
president explained that this unexpended fund was used for

he purchase of coal.

164 A committee of three members of the Gs As Re
of Kansas, appointed Ly Commender Col. W. W. Bmith, to vieit
the Jiome, ingestigate end nake report, were present at the
taking of dallaouitions, and will no doubt make a separate

report.
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17+ The Investigation made by the Attorney-Generalls
office with the assslestance of the Committee from G. A. Ra
Post was directed to the conduct of negleet and treatment
of bodies of decensed soldiers, ut in toking the evidence
other matters periaining to the manazgement of the Home

were insisted to be given by witnesses,

This 18th day of June, 1919.

g

Assistant Afltorney-CGeneral.
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