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‘//kprJ February 13, 1819,
Mrs, F. E, Wagoner,

336 South 4th St.,
Salina, Kans,

&

Dear Mrs, Wagoner!

Thank you for your letter of February 1llth, I
lock at the matter of permittiing the boys to keep
thelr uniforma just aa you do and have heen doing
all I can to that end, A bill permitting dlschamged
soldiers teo retain their uniforms has already passed
the Senate at Washington and is now pending in House'
of Repressentativea, I hope it may become a law goon,
Ao the matter now atanda dlscharged soldiers are permit-
ted to wear their unlforms for three months after they
are diaschirped and must retutn them within four months
after the date of thelr relesse from the pervice. If
the rmuling 1s ochanpged ample notloe of that fact will
be glven,

I alao feol as you do, that the soldiers abroad
should be returned at the very earliest opportunity.

I have been bringing all the pressurc I osn to bear
in that direetion,

Sincerely youra,

Governor,
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF,
WASHINGTON.

February 13, 1919.

MRg. E. D. GEORGE,
Secretary of the Senate,
State of Kansas,
Topeka, Kansas.
SIR:

The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge receipt of a Resolution of the Senate of the State of
Kansas, the House of Representatives coneurring, urging that the War Department discharge from the mili-
tary service at the earliest possible date, consistent with the regulations and efficiency of the service, soldiers
who have gone from the farms.

The War Department appreciates the necessity of the early return of soldiers to the farms from which
they came, and it is the intention to bring this about as rapidly as possible. The War Department is demo-
bilizing her military units just as rapidly as these units can be spared. In all large organizations mustered out
there is a proportionate distribution of farmers, merchants, machinists, and factory workers, and all other
representative classes of our population.

The War Department has not deemed it for the best interests of the country as a whole to issue orders
directing the general discharge of all farmers, because it is not regarded as equitable to excuse any particular
class from contributing its quota to the accomplishment of the large amount of work still remaining for the
Army to do, but, as the forces in this country are being steadily reduced, more and more farmers will of course
be relieved. At all times during demobilization individuals may make application for their discharge under
Cireular 77, War Department, 1918, which provides for the discharge of individual enlisted men upon their own
application, in case they are needed to resume employment or in industrial occupation in which there is
urgent need for their services, or where there is sickness or distress in the soldier’s family. It is not, however,
possible to discharge immediately on his own application every soldier who requests such discharge, even to re-
turn to farming or other essential industry. It must be remembered that there is considerable need for mili-

tary forces for supply, debarkation, hospital and demobilization work, as well as for protecting the Mexican,

border and garrisoning our insular possessions. There are certain soldiers whose services cannot yet be spared.
For them the emergeney is not yet over and loyal and self-sacrificing men must serve.

The War Department appreciates the broad and enlightened attitude of the Kansas State Legislature,
while urging the discharge of the men from the farms, in recognizing that such discharges must be limited by
considerations of efficiency of the service.

Sincerely yours,
HENRY JERVEY,
Major General, U. S. A.,
Assistant Chief of Staff,

Director of Operations,
T-8770
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January 23rd, 1919,

0. E. KYLE, 45 A
HISSEM and O'DONNELL, S

Governor H, J. Allen,
Topeka, Kanssas,

Dear Governor:=-

The time has come if it is our wish, desire and
intention to care for our old feeble and helpless civil war
veterans and their helpless old wives, that we begin now to
remodle and re-arrange the State Soldiers Home at Fort Dodge
and the Mother Biockerdyke Home at Ellsworth. They are no
longer adapted to the purpose for which they were originally
designed. Qur comrades have grown old, feeble and helpless;
their ages now average 76 years and 8 months and but comparative=
ly few of them are now able to care for themselves; a very large
per cent of the comrades or their old wives at this time are
either partially or wholly paraljzed or blind or in some way
incepaciated from caring for themselves without personal care,
The cottage system will soon have to be practically abandoned,
or tummed ocer to the Spanish-American or the soldiers of the
late war if it be the policy of the State of Kansas to care for
ite helpless defenders; but what we need now and need it bnd
at Pt Dodge, is a large modern barracks, with ample toilet and
bath room facitities for at least 80 pld people; and I would
suggest in the interest of efficiency, in the intereat of
economy and in the interest of humasnity, that we at once provide
a modern building at Ft. Dodge and transfer all the members of
the Bickerdyke Home at Ellsworth to Ft. Dodge. Install those
who are yet able to care for themselves in the cotiages and take
all the helpless, both in Pt. Dodge and the Bickerdyke Home, and
place them in a new and modern barracks, The Homes are both
practically sanitariums, but in this way we could separate the
helpless from those who are yet able to care for themselves.

The old ladies 2t Bickerdyke are anxious to go to the Ft. Dodge
Home for the majority of them have buried their husbands there;
from a sentimental stand point it is best they should be there;
from a Tinancial stand point we could do away with the entire
officinl organization at Bickerdyke and the overhead expense

at Bickerdyke Home which now amounts to 8ix Thousand, Five
Hundred Dollars per snnum, and by so doing, we could vecate the
Bickerdyke Home which would provide an ideal place for a
Betention Home, which I understsnd the present administration
intend providing at this yerm of the Legislature.
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MEMORIAL BUILDING

MOTHER BICKERDYKE T
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If this suggestion meets with your spproval, I would be
pleased to have a talk with you on the subject, at your
convenience, and start the ball to rolling. If it does not
if you will so indicate, I will drop the matter. All that I
know is, it is impossible to properly care for our old, feeble,
decrépit comrades as they should be cared for as we are now
situated at the Homes. I write this for I think "Burleson"
can get to you in a better shape than I can and quicker.

Your fr*enm,

WW

/zgﬁﬂc/C o /%’wé;

6;4 62’/{!
%foé( Voo J""’ i %
r"w @J Zj{dﬂi W

Q. Flon
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A. W. Swayze, Chairman

Republican Central Committee
of Ellsworth County

lixecutive Committee

Ellsworth
Ellsworth

A, W.
T. G,
G, L
J. H.
A. M.

Swayze,
O'Donnell,
Danner, Wilson
Minnich, Holyrood
Woodmansee, Kanopolis

Governor He Allen

T. G. O'Donnell, Sec. and T'reas.

Ellsworth, Kansas.

Jan 22nd

Topeka,Kansas.

dear Governor:-:

Control propose move the

Home at this place

citizens

The citizens of Ellswortl

for the use of the 0ld S

matter deserve some little

If there is

is

any action

The rumour

dom
0dg

has reéached Ellsworth that the State Board

\
Widows of Old Soldiers from the Bickendyke

and convert this institution into to a

considers:

for Governor Club.

m.Allen
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. LEES OVERMAN, N.0,

SOHH B
HOKE 3a

RODEAT L. OWEN, BELA
OBCAN W, UNEERWOOD, ALA
CLAUDE A, $WANION, Wi

2 Ainited Dinten Sotmate

CHARLES H. MARTIN, CLEAK,

COMMITTEE ON RULES.

April 18th.1919,

My dear Governor:

I am writing you in behalf of lMrs. Mae
C. Patrick of Santa Fe, Kansas. She is very anxious
to be appointed on the State Board of Welfare, and if
there are no vacancies would be glad to be appointed
on the Soldiers Home. I wish when you are making up
your appointrments vou will give her application care-
ful consideration and appoint her 1f possible. She is
very prominent in welfare work; is a woman of splendid
ability, and would make a good member of either of the
above named boards.

Honing she may be appointed, I am, with

personal regards,

Very truly yours,

7
7 / 4 ,7/
A B

.

/(’ Lt

Governor Henry J. Allen,

Topeka, Kansas.
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Fort Dodgze Kansas.

April 24th,1919,

To".his Exeelleney,
Covernor,Henry J.Allen,
Topeka,Kansas.

Dear Sir:-

Ata regular meeting April 22nd of Vietor Post No. 293 C.A.R.
Department of Kansas and Fort Dodge,fansas, The following Resolution and
Statement of foets were duly passed upon ard nedersd sent to your
Offiee for investigation-with the request- that the blame if any is found
to exist may be properly plaeec, and steps taken to prevent in the
future these gruesome eeenes and mismanagement eoncerning the eares of
our dead Comrades. This is ot the first of similar eases.

The faets we wish to present for your eonsideration are as follows;

Comrade I.H.Watkins died in the Hospital here at the Home of
dropsy at 4 o'eloek P.M. April 11th,1919, It was a case where the
body needed the immediate attention of an Undertaker. Instead, the
body was held in the Morgue till 3 o'eloek P.M. April 13th,1919 without
proper attention, then taken out, without slothes, pinned up in a shest,
lying on a streteher, put in the hLome herse by his Ole Comrades and sent
to Dodge City to be prespared for shipment to Lakin,Kensas, his old home ,
at the expense of his son, who had already telegraphed money to the
undertaker with the statement that 4if the mimount was insuffieient he
would telegraph more.

All this ocegeured in the pressnes of a throng who had gathered
around the Morgue "Obstensibly” to hear a funeral serviee

Purther, the only exeuse we have [jeard for holding the body,
was the storm, and extra expense it would have entailed.

In answer to this exeuse we wish to eall your attention to the
faet that Comrade J.C.Robb's wife died during this same storm and was
buried during the very worst of it, in the Home eemetery with hardly
a hiteh in the proeeedings. They had the serviess of an undertaker,
and managed the whole affair himself and at his own expense without
eelling on the State for =2 penny.

We think the management of the Home eould have been as afflelent
in handling the Watkins case as Comrade Robb was in hahdling his own.

In eonelusion we wish to state that it is the honest opinion
¢f each member of this Post, that any betterment we can get regarding
these gasss must eocms direetly or indireetly from your offiee.

Therefore, be it "Resolved" by the mambers of this Fost that we
earnestly protest szgainsgt sush proeeedings, and that they must have
been under the eireumstanees inexpufable upon the part of those who
had charge of the body and burial of Comrade I.H.Watkins.

W.H.Culter, P.C.

T.L.Dellinger, Adjt.
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e
}/]/\/f/[/l/ V) April 24, 1919,

Hon, Hemry J. Allenm,

= wogggg;:?“w@ ke

Vear Governor:

I have gone over the correspondence relating to the
quality of the food furnished {o the State Soldlers Home at Dodge
Citys I asked Cole. Harrison to let me have his sehedule of prices
under the iast letting, Thls was furnished. Iire Kimbsll cheoked
it up with prices paid for the sane class of supplles by the Board
of Administrations The following flgures show the comparisons

BOARD OF BSOLDIEZRS MOTHER BICK=-
AQTICLES ADNYY QiR ELDYKE HOUE

Apples, evaporated, 50-1bs

boxes, as ordered, 14,76 16.74
Apple mttor, gusrantecd pure,

gallon cans, «89 1,16
Apricots, conned, Mo. 27 1.89 1.89
Apricots, evaporated, 50-1b.

boxes, &s ordered, 1750 19.50
Beans, navy, cholce, hand-ploked,

as ordered, 9.92 10,76
Beanp, Mexigan, as ordered, 8.00 7.74
Beans, string, conned, No0.2, 1.6 1.64
Catsup, tomato, 12 oz t0 16 02, 2.156 2.56
Cheese, full oream, as ordered, 59,26 B7-7/8
Coffee, choise roasted, in ssaled

cans, as ordered, 22,00 23-7/8
Corn, cannad, Yo, 2, Standard, 1.66 1.74
Crackers, soda, az ordered, 15=1/8 1575
Hominy, cainned, 0. 3, 1.26 l.456
Magaroni, 10=1l, boxes, 94450 96,80
Oatmeal, fresh, flakes, as ordiered,

price per 90-1b. bag, 4,89 5459
Peaches, Califoraia, or as good,

canned, Moe 23, 1,95 2.86
Pineapple, Hawailan, canned,N0.2%, 2.95 3e49
Plexles, sweet, medium, as ordered,29.00
Prunes, as ordered, 50-1bs boxes,

60w70 and 70-80, 13,80 11,25
Rice, choice, @s ordered, 9410 9,86
Salt, table, 2-1b, sartons, 4,91 Bedd
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Governor Allen - #2,

BOARD OF BSOLDIERS MOTHER BICK-
ARTICLES ADM'N,  HOME = JRDYKE HOME

Salmen, red, l-1b, cans, 2480 2,85 2,86
Soap, laundry, 8 to 1l0-o0z,,

100 bars in box, 4,96 6429 6s29
Spaghetti, 10-1b, boxos, 94,50 95,50
Sugar, stendard gramlsted,

100-1b, sacks, 9,76 9,82 9495
Tea, Japan, as ordered, 29,50 39-7/8
Tea, Gunpowder or Imporial, 36,00 89-7/8
Vinegar, as ordered, 50,00 50,40
Buttons, dress,white pearl,

22=1ine, 37.00 45020 43,20
Puttons, dress, white pearl,

18=1ine 30400 37.20 87420
Breakfast bacon, boneloss, 43,00 435,00 43400
Pork, dry salt, sides, 28.95 50,12 29.87

It will be observed that exoept om two or three items the
Soldiers Home prices are higher than those of the Board of Adminle-
tration. This may be accounted for by the fact that the quantity
purchaged is smaller and all is used at points where the average
freight homl and rate is higher than for the larger state ilanstitu-
tions, most of which are on the eual side of the state.

My inquiry into the subject leads me to bLelieve that there
is fair competition on the supplies furnisied the Goldiers Home, and
that prices quoted ere, under the cic cumsiances, reasonable. Thim
brings the question up as to whothser or not tne supplies being fure
nished tho Soldiers Home are such as comply with the speclfications,
When the bunch of samples came in from Lodge City, irs. Reed hape
pened to be in the office, and I asked her to look them over without
telling her where they were from, She said the food wes of the low=
est grade to be foumd on the market and was net such as she wonld
purchage for home consumptlon, This was confirmed by cne or two
other women, who huppened to be around the ofiice and looked it over,

1 am disppsed to' think that iv, Kilnball, or some one of
the good stewaeds at state institutions, ousht to go to Dodse City
and look the supplies over with a view of determining whether or not
the cuality is up to a reasonable standard and such as the state is
paying for, I do not lmow any Other way to get at this,

Very truly yours,
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