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STATE OF KANSAS. PITEFOARD DR LERT

OFFICE OF
State Board Gf I’jL‘LIlﬂ?.

Copeha,  pee, 22nd., 1892,
Hon, Lyman U, Humi hrey,
Governor,

Dear Sir:-

is made the duty of this board by the law,to suggest any
further lecgislative action deemed proper for the better protection
of 1ife and health;in accordance to which,we have the honor to
invite your attention to the defects and general insufficiency of
existing laws respecting the public health interests of our people
Judging from the ample phraseolugy and widely outlined scope of
these laws it would be only logical to conclude it was the intent
of the legislative body to do all that was needful to enable this
board tou effcut;valy supervise those important interests;but ow=-
ing to certain fatal defects and obviously unintentional omissions
and the restriction,in general,of specific power,not to say limit-
ed means at our disposel,we have found it impracticable to do the
work as thoroughly as,in our judgment,it needs to be,and was in-
tended to be,done,

For example: Tt is required that we shall surervise the
registration of births,deaths and marriages among the jeople of
the State but,save in the single matter of deaths,there is absolu-
tely nv effective provision for the collection of these important

statisticae.
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STATE OF KANSAS. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

G, 1T, Jonssox, M. T, Py
AL O

OFFICE OF

State Board of Dealth.

D R. A, WILLiAME, M, D., Olathe,
s ety
(?‘-("}lr'!-‘ﬂ.

It is also required that we shall report to the chief execu-
tive of the State the names of the jhysicians registered from year
to year,yet no where does the law provide for such registration,

County boards of health have been called into existence by
the law,but such boards have been given no duties to perform and
no specific authority to carry out their owh ordinances or those
enacted by this board,

The very important subject of e] idemics is enumerated among
those to which we are required to give our attention,but without
the semblance of power to do any effective thing in connection
therewith, This lamentable omission was demonstrated during the
threatened cholera invasion of last summer when,but for the sub-
stantial support and encouragement received from Your Excellency,
we should have been at a loss to know how to proceed.

It is time these fatal omissions and defecté were corrected
to meet the obvious intent and meaning of the law, Moreover, the

field of hygiene has considerably widened its borders since the

forsaunt :
passage of the law,until now it is deemed worthy of the wisest
A

statesmanship to consider how best to promote the preservation of
the public health. Therefore,there should be a substantial en-
largement of the scope,purpvuses and powers of the state board of

health,not only to preserve what we heve already gained by labor-
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STATE GF KANSAS. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

&L T, Fonsson, L D.,

OFFICE OF
AvE, M. ., € a

£ State Board of Health.

——rar ey — R. A. WiLniams, 3 D, Olathe
=
(‘.’;n‘f:.z.

ious educational work,but to enable us,as a people,to keep ebreast
of the foremost in this beneficent field,

The obligatory registration of all contagious and infectious
diseases should be specifically provided for, Tn this,at least,
# is no theoretical subtlely,but the incarnation of practical
utility as a preventive measure, It is the sheet anchor of pre-
ventive medicine.

The appearance of small-fox is a reproach,in this enlightened
time,whatever may be said of diphtheria,typhoid fever,scarlet
fever,measles,etc, Where the means of protection against a loath
-some disease are so simple and well understood,their employment
should be made obligatory,compulsory vaccination should be requir-
ed by law,at least among the children of school age.

Th: almost indispensable utility of vital statistics as a
means of promoting the public health has long been universally
recognized, Without their aid there can be no scientifie study

of the progress of the race or the subject of public health in any

aspect, It is only through thies means that it is possible to

determine the comparative increase or decrease of particular forms
of disease or to show the relation of such increase or decrease to
correlative conditions, Public health is measured by the stand

ard thus afforded,
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STATE OF KANSAS. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

G. H. L. Jorxson, M. D., Presidont, Atchison.
M, o

OFFICE OF
State Board of Health.

‘(‘\'.z;u‘f; a,

We believe that a comparison of the death rate and ceuses of
death in Kansas with similar statistics in other States would
demonstrate its superior healthfulness and thereby direct atten-
tion to it &8s a desirable pPlace of residence from a sanitary stand
s=point, But in the absence of the means for courrectly institu-
ting such a comparison the claim that Kensas is a healthy State
goes for little or nothing.

A measure of scareely less importance is the compulsory reg-
istration of medical practicioners;not for the jrotection of the
yracticioner,but rather for the protection of the public ,by so
much at least,from the injurious impositions of incompetent and
dishonest pretenders,

At the present time therec is 1ess?hfficial oversight ;B'the
burial of the dead than is given to the recording of a mortgage.

A permit,emenating from some official source, and based upon a
thysicians return of death ,should be an invariab®le requirement in
every burial, The citizen is entitled to a ﬂ!ﬁ‘chance for his
health end life,and the fact that a physician mist meke e author-

itative death return calls for the more careful study of disease

e
and must lead to fuller details of causes of sickness and mortal-

ity,not to say the detection and abatement of crime,

Thus is it necessary,in our judgment,that existing health
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S‘f'ATE OF KANSAS. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

OFFICE OF

| State Board of Pealth.

— e — K. A, Winiams, M. T, Olathe,

ANDREW Samixg, M. D,,

‘E“‘n;‘(‘fi e

laws should be amended to provide,under penalties,for the thorough
collection and registration of vital statisties,the registration
of medical practicioners,the notificetion of infectious and con-
tagious diseases with compiulsory vaccination,and the enlargement,
in general,of the powers of the State and local boards of health,
whose rules,and regulations,duly yublished,should be given all the
force and authority of law.

We have preparcdb‘:bill&for presentation to the Legislature,
embodying the above provisions for which we ask your official con-
sideration and approval,

The wide spread apprehension of the approach of cholera dur-
ing the next spring and early summer renders it imperative that
the board should be given ample authority and means to establish
and maintain an efficient quarantine,in case of necessity,against
the introduction of that disease. In this connection we would
respectfully invite your attention to our previous recommendation
that $25,000,,be set apart,under such restrictions as may be deem-
ed necessary,for possible use in such an emergency, %

From a translation of 2 recent yublication in Berlin trans-
mitted to us through the Surgeon General of the U, S. Marine

Oroviom s ﬁ ml;
Hospital Service,we quote the followingASummary of the cl

et
clera

situation in Europe;
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STATE OF KANSAS. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

OFFICE OF

State Board of Health. irwmminr

‘(‘m'n.“:fr.

"From a consideration of the rrogress of previous epidtnics,
and in view of the fact that the sanitary conditionsin Russig, if
town and country,have undergone no imyrovement,it is to ve fearad
that the cholera epidemic of 1893 will be much more severe than
that of 18u2,"

Very Respectfully,
Your cbedient servants,

The State anu\ of /Heal th,
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